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/I A Strange Story of 1852 aud 1863,
By GENERAL J. W. REVERE.

Orleans !\IILI 1852, 1

‘aS S00N on my way up the Mississippi
:"&]::lx (ll:.u '\fufm} laf) fellow-passeli-
gers on the steamer Wwis Lieut. Thomas
J. Jackson, of the U pited States army,
who seemed, at first, ure anarkably qulet,
regervedl, nlllmuwh »et} intelligent ofii-
cer, and with whom I goon bécame ac=
Gut sinted: for there is everyw here a sort
of "came r.illun nmang officers of the
two services which attracts them to each
other in & crowd of sirangers, For sev-
eral days the inland voyage continued;
and our m"hH were partly spent upon
the hurricane-deck of the slteamer, en-
paged in conve rsation. One of these
conversations was g0 peculiar, it fixed
iteelf in my memory, and subscqucm
evenls proved it worthy of record; al-
though'I confess, I hesitate to puL in
un!m.: anylhing w hu!z seems to boerder
g0 nearly on Ilw marveious.

Arriving at New

One clear starlight night, as we glided
along the calm river, our "conver:ation
turned upon the fir mament and its
(:Ollnili‘-im!r% that looked down upon

us. Jackson as ul me if I had ever
been indnced to take a flight from the
study of nautieal as stronomy, practiced
by all naval officers, into the rea Jdms of
ustrology. I replied that I had always#
Leen interested, nore or less, in those
mathematiecal studies re rimn.d in nauati-
tical ealculations; and that, from the
exact rules demanded for working the
various problems of the’ ephemeris, 1
bad, somelimes, to armuse the idle hours
of a sea-life, w ‘orked out the nativities of
my shi matu I had even takem Zad-
kiel’s almanae, and used his rules, but
without believing in the science of Jutli~
cial astrology. Jackson, however, was
not so incredulous; although it was evi-
dent that he had not deeided fully with-
in bimsélf as to the truth or falsehood
of this exploded science.

Before we parted at 1’ ittsburgh, a day
or two after this conversation, I had
given Jackson the nccessary iiata for
caleulating a horoscope; and, in the
course of a few months, I received from
him a letter, which I preserved, inclos-
ing a secheme of my nativity. As any
one who may have caleulated these
sehemes by the rules must know, a hor-
oscope may be interpreted in various,
even contrudictory terms, by diflerent
persons; and this was no exception to
the rule. The only reason I had for re-
membering it at alt was that our destin-
jes seemed to run-in patallel lines; and,
so far, it was remarkable, It was this
peculiarity that caused Jackson to com-
munieate with me, and the reason why
I laid it carefully aside for a re examina-
tion.

The several planets were placed in
{lieir respeetive houses above and below
the borizon; and Saturn being near the
nreridian, ‘and approaching a square
with the moon, great danger was to. be
spprebended by the native &t the period
when the aspect became complete.
Mars also bore a {hreatening aspect;
while Jupiter was below the horizon,
und semi-sextile, which was not alto-
gether unfavorable. There was no trine,
and the sextile was weak. Alt,ogel.her
from the evil aspect of the equare of
Saturn, which threatened an opposition
—that most dreaded of all the evil as-
pects of the heavens—the scheme 'was
yuite dangerous and malign. The pre-
¢ise time and nature of the threatened
Jdunger, requdring a second caleulation,
uceompanied the scheme pro nostica-

s ting the enlmination of the ma ign as-
peet within some ten )usu-i, or during
the first days of May, 1863; at which
time the ustive ran great risk of life
und fortunes; but, in case he survived
the ‘peril, the omineus period would
never aguin recur.

/In his letter Jacksen says: “I have
pone over these calculations several
times, as their result is almost an exact
rcpmductmn otmy own. * ¥ * .Itis
¢ ear tome that weshall ‘both be exposed

to & common danger at the time indi-
cated.” Having but little faith in the

almost l'ﬂrg_,oueu and altogether repudi-
sted science of astrology, I took little
lieed of cither his scheme of nativity or
Lis letter, regarding (he'former as ingen-
jous, but as mereiy a proof of an ardent
and somewliat enthus siastic tempera-
ment; while 1 little imagined, at that
time, that the rather unpoli: ched and
] uggml exterior of Eiedt. Jackson con-
cealed & character destined to become
famous among his countrymen.

I served in the army rin 18612 3 until
after the battle of Lhnneel!omwlle, pAar-
ticipating in_all 1ts important engage-
ments, and, the greater part of the time,
(umumudm 4 hijgade.. AL the battle
above named, 1 was an'ihvoluntary wit-
nessof an event whicli had an impors
tant bearing on the fssué of the war,
and which had been the subject of pro-
longed controversy. I refer to the death
of BStonewall Jackson. The circum-
stances under -which L .& - the
right to give testimony in aoatter
were somewhat remarkablé; and’I here
give a full statement of them. The left
uf my brigade-line lay near ‘the plank-

road at Chanecellorsvilte;and, after night

had fallen, I rode forward awordlng to
mny invariable habit, té inspect my
picket-line. Themoon kad risen, and
-arually illuminated the woods.

gsn my inspection on the right of the
picket-line, progressing gradually to the
jeft where I stopped to_rectifly thepost

of a sentinel not far from the plank-road.
While thus engaged, I heard the sound

of hool’s from the direction of the

enemy’s line, and paused to listen. Soon
n cavaleade appeared alzﬁronehlug us.
The foremost horseman

not wish to have ous position revealed;

and it would have been useless to klll

the man, whom I jndged to be a staff-
officer making a reconnoisance.
Having completed his observations,

this person rejoined the group in hlg
rear, and all returned at a gallop. The
clatter of hoofs soon ceased to be audi-
ble; and the silence of the night was
unubroken, save by the melancholy cries
of the whippoorwill, which were hen.rd

in one continued wuil like spirit voi
when the horizon was lighted u b[
sudden flash in the direction of d

£ m‘p‘ succeeded by the well-Known rattle

volley of musketry from at

} a
battalion. A second volley quickly 'i

lowed the first, and I lieard cries in

same direction., Fearing that some bf
our troops might be in that locality, and.
that there was danger of our firing upon

friends, I left my orderly, and rode

gnrd &he C u{" lerate lh?s. A riderless

tme

.Ifulned, %oﬂu

group of mera 'persm e,
around a man lyiog on the ground,
parently badly wounded. 1 saw

once that these were Confedel'llo

officers, and vislons of the Libby

to flit threugh my mind; but reﬂebi;}

that I was well armed 'and moun

and that I had on the great eont o
rlvnta noldier, such as was 5y
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