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the history of the latter was that they
could not be successfully cultivated at
first but after being thoroughly flooded
and irrigated produced exceneexcellentnt crops

we are of lo10 opinion that the lands in-
volved in this contestcontent are not naturally
saline as contemplated by the law con-
cerning saline lands that they should
be classed as desert lands and the appli-
cant should be allowed the preference
right he has earned and theabe the
desert land law gives him and all other
applicants of four years time to demon-
strate whether they can be reclaimed or
not

in our opinion mr thompson should
be allowed to make deseridesen land entry of
the tracts applied for and we so recom-
mend

FRANK D HOBBS register
HOYT SHERMAN JRJB receiver

the decision of the local land officers
will be appealed from by the defeated
litigants ani carried to the united
states land commissioner at wash-
ington where the defendants are of
the firm opinion that a reversal of the
decision will be made in case it
should be confirmed which is not
probable it would work a hardship
with local salt companies generally

THE PRESENT UTAH SITUATION

fanor dewetdeseret news
the present political agitation in

utah isie destined to create an epoch in
our history there have been sporadic
uprisings in utah politics heretofore
but the fullness of time had not yet
come the chrysalis was not yet per-
fected by internal and organic changes
to burst forth with the wings of a larger
life and a more glorious freedom but
now the progress of social development
is such that it can only hebe expressed in
a broader independence and a more
complete sovereignty

utah feels impelled to step forth
from the hardship of childhood to the
assumption of a civil status that will
vouchsafe to her full governmentalgovernments
functions and a brilliant constellation
of sovereign states as an environment
hence it is important to recognize the
fact that to obtain a fuller apprecia-
tion and preparation for the responsi-
bilitiesbilibil tiesittes of self government the people
of utah should become practically and
vitally interested in all those questions
of national policy that have been and
are now the subjects of discussion and
of party issue in the severa
states that constitute an ameri-
can nation this work of education
can be accomplished only by aligning
the people into parties on the line of
national politics and thus require
them to unite theory with practice in
the actual discharge of the duties of
citizenship furthermore the work
of preparation for statehood cannot
very well be achieved without the
affiliation and fraternization that
would naturally result from the unre-
strictedstricted intercourse of the people in all
social business and political relations
the bestbeat method is I1 think
to start in anew forgetfarget the
animosities and antagonisms of
the past and seek for the complete
adjustment of all social problems in
the wisdom of the fathers as treasured
up in the declaration of independence
the ti constitution and all other
greit landmarks of american liberty

the only substantial impediment to
the advocacy of statehood for utah in

the past has been polygamy this ob-
stacle has now been eliminated and I1
am free to say that I1 have entire
confidence in the assurances of the
mormon leaders that this action has
been taken in the utmost glood faith
the plightingalightingplighting of good faith and
honest purpose in the abandonment
of the practice of contracting plural
marriages by the church of jesus
christ of latterlacier day saints has been
avowed not only by the church itself
in its most comprehensive and authori-
tative declarations but also by its in-
dividual members and ministers in
all these cases this action has been pre-
dicted as the result of final adjudica-
tion in the highest judicial tribunals of
our country a consequence which does
honor to the judicial system of our
country as also to the mormon people
in that they propose to be law abiding
citizens

added to these evidences of good
faith we have also the further confir-
mation that is furnished bytheby the fact
that the oncoming flow of immigration
the increasing contact of surrounding9
civilization the development of busi-
ness trade and commerce the open-
ing up of mines building of railroads
establishment of schools all these have
a tendency to confirm the action taken
by the church and make the resump-
tion of the practice of polygamy more
improbable

in the face of all this it seems
unwarrantable not to say cruel
that liberal journals should constant
ly throw out the danger signal and
charge the mormon leaders with insin-
cerity dissimulation and treachery
such suspicion evinces more than un
kindnessit argues incapacity for lead-
ership in the present juncture

we find in the investigation of the
nature and causes of human action
that there is a certain solidarity about
all social phenomena so that all crim-
inal actions that come to the surface
are to be regarded simply as the more
aggravated symptoms of conditions
and tendencies that inhinhere6re in
the body political and social
prostitution theft murder suicide
all these are extreme forms of vices
which percolate with more or less free-
dom throughout all society the mis-
erable brothel upon the street has its
roots in the disordered feverish pas-
sions of a thousand reputable homes
murder is the concentrated eruption
of the malice and ill will that festers in

hearts suicide is the culculmina-
tion

mina
in some melancholy soul of the

black despair which like floating clouds
overshadow the happiness of the
multitude theft is largely the result
of 1111unjustJUSt laws of distribution of prop-
erty for which society in the aggregate
is responsible so unjust is boosocietyety
in this respect that it would be diffi-
cult to define theft and property rights
in an absolute sense statistics show
that crime recurs with absolute regu-
larity year by year in any given
nationality not only does the same
number of crimes recur invariably but
they are committed with the same in
st and by the same metmethodshoats
the only way to change the annual
averages of crime is to employ general
causes affecting the whole society by
such general influences the aggregates
may be increased or diminished glen-
oral causes are such as wars financial
crises civil government educational
systems and such like

polygamy is not an isolated custom
for which the mormon people are alone
responsible it comes from beliefs in
the bible which is read revered and
cherished by all christendom dr
newman undertook to show in a pub-
lic debate with orson pratt that the
practice of polygamy unsanctionedwas
by the bible but no candid intelli-
gent and unbiased reader of that dis-
cussion can say other than that he
made a failure the bible nowhere
enunciates a distinct prohibition of
polygamy probably the best and
only arbiter on the question of poly-
gamy is the trend and re-
quirementsquirements of our civilization the
mormonscormons have now conformed to this
demand as expressed by our courts
although we have been unable to Jjust-
ly condemn them out of the biblical
records of christendom

again onOB the subject of church and
state can we justlyJ condemn mormon
theocracy aroifrom the bible standpoint
without at the same time discriminat-
ing against the wisdom and human
applicability of those scriptures that
teach theocracy in this matter as in
the case of polygamy the saints re-
solve to fall in line with our institu-
tions hence human action be-
ing controlled as it is by general
laws and growing as it does
very greatly out of solidarity
and hereditary influences in society
it is and

to set up a theory of isolated
responsibility for individuals and
communities especially is this the
case when there are so many ties of
onconsanguinitysanguinity and relationship be-
tween the american people at large
and the mormon population in utah
one common blood one national tradi-
tion the same bible it is strange if we
cantcan it feel a share of responsibility
enough at least to accept a sur-
render when an opponent throws
down his arms ratherbather is it our duty
to share the burden whatever it may
be and give our bestbeat endeavors on the
principlepip of mutual friendship univer-
sal brotherhood and joint responsibil-
ity

but the liberals claim that mor
mons are controlled in their suffragesfragessuf
by the priesthood that no vote of any
true saint will be cast in dh to
counsel that this condition of things
must continue under statehood that
mormonscormons will vote according to in-
structions that they will elect all
officers establish polyapolygamy and
under civil forms erect an abso-
lute mormon theocracy there aream
several considerations pertinent in
this connection if any of the ortho-
dox sects were wholly confined to this
intermountain region as the mormonscormons
have been there would be a spirit of
the body prevalent that would ostra
ciseciao such menman as voltaire paine and
ingersollsoll the people would not re-
quire to be dictated to in order to with-
drawd raw their support from such men the
general sentiment as reflected from the
Ppaaperspere the pulpit and the fireside
wwould ausufficece Tthee rule would doubt-
less apply to mormonscormons equally with the
orthodox hence the necessity of as-
sociation in order to have mutual know-
ledge and trust

many of the mormon citizens are
naturalized foreigners who have had
no extensive acquaintance with the
use of the ballot and they need to


