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Dzceuser 9, 1868.]

The attention of Congress during the last
session was engaged, to some extent, with a
proposition for ¢nlarging the water communi-
cations between the Missiasippi river and the
morth of the Eastern Seaboard, whieh propo-
sitiom, however, failed for the tiine; since

then, upon a call of the greatest respectabili-

ty, 2 convention has been ecalled at Chicago
upon the same suhject, 2 summary of whose
views is contained in @ memorial addressed
tothe President ard Congress, and which I
row have the hotor to lay beforeyou  That
the interest is one which, ere long, will force
its own way, I do not entertain a doub’,
while it is submitted entirely to vour wisdom
gs to what can be dexne npow. Augménted in-
threst ia given to this subject by the actual
eommeicement of work upon the Pacific rail-
road, under the ausp ces w#o favorable to its
rapid progress and completion. Enlarged
ravigation becomes a palpable need to the
great road. ~
I transmit the second annual report of the
Commissioner of the depa:tment of agricul-
ture, asking yonr attention to the develop-
ments in that vital inter-st of the nation, |
When Cong:ess assembled a year ago, the
war bad already lasted nearly iwenty months,
and therehad been many conflicts on beth
I'npd and sea, with varying resualts. The re-
bellionhad been pres-ed back into reduced
limite; yet the tone of public feeling and
opinion at home and abroad, was not satis.
factory. With other signs, the popular elec-
tions, then just passed, indicated uneasynesa
among ourselves, while, amid much that was
eold and menacing, the kindest words coming
from Europe were uttered in accents of pity
that we were too blind to surrender our com-
wierce, which was suffering grestly by a few
armed vessels built upon and furnished from
foreign shore. We were threatened with
such additions, from the same quarter, as
would sweep our trade from the sea and raise
eur blockade. We had failed to elicit from
B ropean governments anything hopeful
wpon this subject. The emancipation precla-
wmation waa issued in September, was running
its arrigred pericd to the beginning of the
Mew Year; a month later, the final proclama-
tion came, including the announcement that
colored men ef suitable condition would be
received into the serviee, The policy of
emancipation and eaploying black soldiers
gave to the future a new aspect, about which
Lhope, fear and doubt. contended in uncertain
conflict, Acecording to our political system,
As a matter of civil administration, the
General Government bad no lawful power to
effect emancipation in any State, and for a
lon« time it had beeu hoped that the rebellion
eould be suppressed witbout rescrting to it as
a military measure; it was all -the while
deamed possible that the necessity for it
might com=, and, that if it should, the crisis
of the contest would then be present. It came,
and, as was intended, it was followed by dark
and deubtful days; eleven ‘months have been
passed and we are permilted to take another
review; the reb | vorders are pressed still
fuather back, and, by the complete opening of
the Misgissippi tiver, the country dominated
ever by the rebellion is divided into distant
parta, with no practicable communication be-
tween them. Tennessee and Arkansas have
been fo substantiallycleared of the insurgents,
and their control and influense, that the c ti-
zeng in each, -and the owners of slaves, and
advocates of slavery at tbe beginning of the
rabellion, now declare openly for emaneipa-
tion in their respcctive States. In those Stutes
not included in the emanc'pation proc/ama-
tion, Maryland and, Missouri,
which, years ago,wou'dtolerate any restraint
upon tue extension of slavery inlo the new
territories, the only dispute pow is as tothe
2est mode of remo.ing it within their own
limits. OFf those who were glaves at the be-
ginning of ithe rebellion fully one hundred
thousand are now in the United States mili-
tar
act{lilly bear arms in the ranks, thus ziving
the double advantage of taking so much- labor
from the insurgent caugse and supplying the
places which otherwise must be fi'led with ro
many men, ¢o far as tested; it s difficult to
s1y thet they are not as good soldiers as any.
No servile insurrection or tendeney to vio
lence and cruelty has marked the measures of
emancipation and arming the blacks.

measures have been much discussed in for-

eign countiies, and, cotemporary wilh wuch
dis ussion, the tone of public sentiment there
is much improved.
gures have been fuly discussed, supported
eriticiem and denounced, and the annual elee.
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States te guarantee to every State in tbe thralled, re
Union a republican form of government, and ated. |
to protect the State in the cases stated, is ex- | [Signed,]

plicit and full. But why tender the benefits | December 3, 1863.
of this provision only o a State government ; i

set up in this particular way? The following Proclamation is appended to
1 his seection of the constitution contem- the Measage: — ;
lates a case wherein the element withn a | PROCLAMATION.

ate, favorable to a Republican government| wy, '
. ereas, on and by the Constituti fth
".‘tth‘-H'Li““{’ma{ be too feeble for an oppo- ppited States, it is p{u?ideduthat tht:n ;-rui.-
site and hostile element within the State; and 4.+ shail have power to grant reprieves and

such are re;::mly iha casrs with which we pardons for offenses against the United States
are now dealing. An attempt to guarantee gycont iy cases of impeachment ; and 5
at“d P!‘ulteqt a revised State Government, con- Whereas, a rebeliion now rx:lts .‘H'hl.'.'l'ﬂhjl’
;ruct&i in wlhula or pi_‘epnndﬂa:hng part, the loyal States and gnvarnmentrh;n Sor. a
n:lm _ iﬁ very e aiment against whose host lity lone time beensnbverted. - and i b ke S
and violence it is to be protected, is simply committing and are et = g
absurd. There must be a test by which to against the United States: l!-;]d y
] ' . ’

::1 ;r%::mﬂtzg:a:zﬁﬂdﬂ;?;n:; :E;:e.:'m bu;ﬁd Whereas, with reference 1o said rebellion
siakt tiboial gas wWhichingcinisng s and who. 200 treason, laws have been enacted by Cou-

i PR S St e 8 g Lo calling the forfeiture and eonfiscation

:::;E:‘iﬁ“'ﬂ::;z;“I'J“u’t“if‘;f:“t":i”" ﬂtt bis 5¢ property and liberatiou of slaves, ail upon
quire'as a test nf a’d'miuaiun tﬂn Fh:p;ﬂi:i;i-l EHTI and conditions therein stated, and alio
‘ ; - ity eclacing that th ‘ :

h;:d_; an oath of allegiance to the constitution thnrizedgnt any t;nir:t:ﬁ:::t:‘a'bym;izgfm;:.
of the United States and Union under it, why tion Lo extend to. persons who may have pat-
;m allau as t?rlawaland proclamations in regard ticipated in the exciting rebellion in any
!3:;:;;; ,r ?:?;&igsfi?t:hp; “EL ?"?;:’2:,‘:?5“ State and part thereof, pardon amnesty, with
¢ pu gl e '~ such exceptions and at such terms and onsuch

ing the suppressi-n of the rebeilion. To give cohditior !
- : 8a
their fulleat "effect there had to be a pledge public :Llflﬁ'genﬁldﬂ,y deem expedient for the

for their maintainanee. In my judgment they .
X : : Whereas, the  Congressional
have aided a'.d will further aid the cause for for Iimited’und conditional pardon cdeordE

which Fhey ol eul'lsj.?d. with well established Judicial expositions of
To give up this principle would not only be the pardening power; «nd, SEPSE
to reiinquisha lever of pewer, but would also  Whereas, with refererice to said rebellion,
be a cruel and astounding breach of faith. I the President of the United States has issued
!IIEY ﬂdd’ at this Pﬂl“t, that while I remain several Proelamations with pl‘ﬂ-"ﬂiﬂﬂl, in re-
in my present position [ shall not attempt to gard to the liberation of slaves and,
retract or m dify-the emancipation proclama- Whereas, it ia now desired; by some perzons |
tian, nor shall 1 return to slavery any person heretofore engaged in said rebellion, to re-
who is free by the terms of the proclamation, gume their allegiance to the Uuited States,
or by any act of Congress. For these and g, 4 reinaugurate loyal State governmeats
other reasons, it is thought best that the sup- within and*for their respective States;
port of these persons shall be included in the |  Therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President
oath, and 1t:. s I;:e ieved the Executive may'of the United States, do prociaim, deelare and |
lawh}lly claim 1t‘m return for pardon and res- jgake known to all ;Hu[,m who have direestiy |
toration of projected rights, which he has of by implication participated in the tmiutingJ
clear constitutional power to withhold alto- rebelliop, excent as herrinafter exceptad
gether or grant upon th» terms which he shall thit a full pardon is granted to them and
deem wisest for the publicinterest. Itshould eaeh ot them, with restoration of all rizhts.
be observed also that this part of the oath is [ thipg parties shall have intervened, and
subject to the modifying aud abrogating pow-. ypon the con lition that they, sueh persons,
er of legislation or a supreme judicial decision. ghall takes and subsecribe an oath, and thé.ce-
The proposed acquiescence of the national gorward keep ahd ma mtain said oath invio-
Executive in any honorable temporary State late, and wnich oath shall be registered for

arrangement for the freed pecple is made perganent preservation, and shall be of the
wilh the vi-w of possibly modifying the con- tenor and aftect £ llowing to wit:

generafed, enlarged and perpetu-
AzrauAM Lixcorx.

|

declara‘ion
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it is suggested as not improper that in een-
structing a loyal State government in ‘any
State the name of the boundary, the subdivis-
ion, the constitution and the federal code of
laws, as before the rebellion, be maintained,
subject only to modifications made necessar
by the conditions hercin before stated a
such others,if any,not contravening such con-
ditions as are deemed expedient by those fra-
‘ming the new State government. To avold
misunderstanding it may be proper tosay thas
this Proclamation, so far as it relates te
State governments, has no reference to States
'wherein loyal State governments have all the
‘while been maintained. And for the same
‘reagon it may be proper to further say that
' whether members sent to Congress from any
' State shall be admitted to seats convention-
(ally, rests exclnsively with the respective
 Houses, and not to any extent with the Ex-
ecutive. And still furiher, that thisProclama-
tion is intended to present to the people of
the States where in the national authority
bas been supended and Joyal State goverm-
ments bave been gubverted, a mode by which
the national authority over every loyal State
government may be established within said
States or any of them. _And while the mode
presented js the best the Executive can sug-
ge+st, with his present impressions, it must not
'be understood that another possible mode
would net be accepted.

Given under my hand, at the City of Wash-
ington, the eighth day of December, A, . one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and
of the independence of the United States of
America the eighty-eighth.
[SiEﬂEdj]h
tee President,

W. Hd Scwarp, Secretary of Stats.

A. Lixcornx,

. - @ O
[From the Charleston Dally Conrier, Nov. 2.}
THE SIEGE OF CHARLESTON.

=

e e————r

INTERESTING ACCOUNT OF THE B "MBARD-.
MENT. '

The RBombardment of Fort Sumter has eon-
tinued fiercely since our last report. The
stubborn and gallant endurance of Major El-
liott and the brave, irdomitable garrison new
engaged in the sacred dutyof boloing and de-
fending the fort has won for them a glorious
name, and will furnish another illustricus
page in the future hisiory of the defense ef
Fort Samter and the harbor and city of
Charleston, Notwithstanding the terrible and
constant fire from bis monitors and land bat-

fusion and destituticn,which must at least at-
tend all elasses by a total revolution of labor |
throughout the whole States. It 's hoped that
the already deeply aflicted people in these
States may he somewhat more ready to give

teries, with missiles of every conceivable in-
'vention, size, and power showered like hail
from Parrot, Dahlgren, rifled-guns, and mor-
tars upon the devoted fortress and its garri-
the ¢enemy has been foiled in his objeet,

I do solemnly gwear, in presence of Al-
mighty God, that 1 .will thenceforth faith-
fully support, protect and defend the Cons'i-
tution of the United States, and the union of
States thereunder, and that [ will in like ! %°%

neither of P

service, about one half of which sumber

These

At home the same mea- |

up the cause of their aflliction, and to this | mapper abide by and faithfuly suppost all
extent this vital matter is left (o themselves, | 30tq of Cungreu{ passe! during Ythe Pfﬂ!”ng
wh”E no PﬂWEI‘ 0{ thﬂ {Hllll.'m?:l EHH:I.IHFE t_ﬂ r‘hetlinn’ wlth I"if!:l‘ﬂlll‘ﬁ tu ilﬂveﬂ’ 80 Iﬂng
prevent an abuse iy abridged by the proposi- apd o far as repealed. modified or held void
tion. _ ‘by Congress or by decision of the Supreme
The suggestion in the proclamation asto| Court, and that [ will in like manner abide
maintaining the political frame works of the by and faithfully suppert all Proclama‘ions
States on what is callsd reconstruction, is ﬂ{lh'! President, made during the existing re-
made in the hope that it m1y do good with- bailion, having reference to slaves, so long
out the danger of harm. It will save labor|and so far as not modified or declared  void
and avoid great confusion. But why any by decision of the Suprema Ceurt; so helf me
proclamation now upon the subject? This’' God.
question is beset with the counflicting news| The persons excepted from the benefits of
that the step might be de'ayed too long,or be 1t'he foregoing previsions are all who are or
taken toe soon. Inrome the elements for re- shall have bsen civil or diplomatic officers or
sumption seem ready fer action, but remain'agents of the so-called con‘ederate govern-
ipactive apparently for want of a rallying point | ment, all who have left judicial stations un-
or p.an of action, Why shall A adept the!der the United States, to aid the rebellion, all
‘an of B, rather than B thatof A? And if A/ who or shall have been military of naval
and B should agree, how can they know but officers, of the rank of co'onial in the army
the general Government bere will respect or lieutenant in the navy, all who Jeft seat
their plan* By the proclamation a plan is ‘in the United States Concress, to aid in the
presented which may be accepted by them as'rebellion, all whe resigned their commissions
a rallying point,and which they are assured inthe army and navy of the United States,
in advance will not be rejected hers, This'and afterwar!s aided the rebellion, and all
may bring them to act sooner than they uth-;whn have engaged in any way in truating
erwige would. The objection to a premature ! colored persons to white priseners in charge
presentation of a plan by the national Exec- | of such, otherwise than lawfully, as prison-
utive consists inthe danger of commitmentsin'ers of war, and which persens may be found
peints which could be more safely left to fur- in the United States service as soldiers, sea-
ther developments. Care has been taken to | men, or in any other capicity.
80 sb2pe the document as to avoid embarrass-| [ do further proclaiir, declare, and make
 ment from this source. | known, that whenever, in any of the Staies
I In gaying that on cerfain terms.cerlain of Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi,
c'asses wil: be pardoned with their rights re-| Tenneasee, Alabama,; Georgia, Flo:ida, South
‘#tored, it is not said other classes on other| Carolina and North Csrolina, a number of
terms will ever be included. In saying a re- ! persons, not less than one-tenth of the whoie

‘construction will be accepted if presented in humber of the votes cast in such State at the
‘& specified way, it ] not said it will never K President election of the year of our Lerd,

be accepled in any other way. The movements 1800, each having taken the oath aforesaid,
in State actions for -emancipation in several and not having since violated it, being a qual
|of the States not included inthe ewancipa-|iked voter by the eleclion laws of the State

-
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4 shock of

tions following, are highly encouraging to tion proc'amation are matters of profound  existing immediately hefore the so-called act
those whose epeeial duty 1f is fo bear the gratification, and while I do not repeat in de- | of secession,and excluding all otkers,shall be
eonntry throrgh thisgreat trial, Tiug we ha?eltail what I bave heretufore soearnestly urged established a State government, which shall
the reckoning, the crisis which thr-atened upon this subject, my general views and feel- be Republican, and in no wise econ'‘ravening
to divide the friends £ the Union, is past 'ings remain unchanged; and I trust that Con- | said eath, such shall be recognized as the
Looking now to the present aud future, and  gress will omit no fair opportunity of aiding  true government of the State, ar d the State
with reference to a resumplion of the national these important steps to the great consum- ! shall receive thereunder the benefits of the
authority within the ~tales wherein that 'mati'n, Inthe midst of other cares, however | consti‘utional prevision, which declars that
authority has been suspended, I bave thought important, we must not loose sight of the fact the United States shall guarantee to every
fit to issus a proclamation,

tution; true, the form of an oath is given, but |Yime, to give confidence to'the people in ceon- against invasion, and on 2pplication of the
ne man is coerced toTake it. A manison/ypro-|tested reg'ons. that the insurgent power will| Legislature, or the Executive when the Legis-
mised a pardon in c¢ases where he voluntarily /not a

‘ It will appear,|that the war power is still our main reliance. State in this Union a Republican form of
as is Lelieved, amp'y justified by the Consti- To that piwer alone can we look, yet for a | government, and shalil protect each of them |

and is still unsuccessful in his designs.
During Friday night the enemy’s fire waa
chiefly maintained by Battery Gregg and bis
mortar or Cumming’s Point battery. Sixty-
‘eight shota were fired, but eight of which
'migsed and passed over, making an aggregate
‘of eleven hundred and twenty shots fired in
twenty-four bours. At 3 o’clock en Saturday
ymorning a deplorable disaster occured, result-
(ing ia the instant death of thirteen of the be<
‘roic garrison, detailed and posted in the bap-
‘racks, near the sea wall, in readiness for im-
mediately mounting to the crest in case of an
‘a'tack from the outside. The melancholy ee-
currence was caused by # 300-pou der Parrots
\uhell striking am irop girder in the sea wall of
'the barracks, caving in the roof, cru-hing and
'burying the men beneath the ruins. The pogi-
‘tion was corsidered comparatively safe, the
| root haﬂnghprﬂi-uusiy registed the continual
the falling debris, in

| On Saturday the bomb.rdment again raged
furiously. A steady fire was keptup by two
| monitors, two heavy and two light rifled gupa
‘at Gregg, three hedavy rifled guns and four ten
‘ineh mortars at the middle battery, and four
rifled guns at Wazner. F.ur hundred and
forty-three rifled shots were fired from the
‘land batteries, of which sixty-one missec;
eighty-six from the monitors, all of which
struck; and three bundred and seventy-three
from the mortars, of which one hundred and
|twenty missed. 1he mortar fuses, we learn,
‘are so cut aa to explode the shella a s~cond er
two after the report. During Saturday vight,
'seventy rifled shots were fired, mostly wiih
(time fuses, of which ten passed over,and this-
‘ty-three mortar sheils, of which twelve failed
‘to strike. The fire of the Jand batteri s, wan
~directed chiefly at the southwest anzle of tha
fory. 'The flagstafi was shot away twice on
'Saturday, and replaced by Sergeant Gribam,
Corporal Hil and Private B. Swa n, all of
Company F, Twelfth Georgia Battalion. The
flagstall was so cut up that it was found ne-
| cespary to raige the battle flag of the Twelfth
Georgia in its place. On Suwx'ay the firirg
'wag still kept up by the monitors and land
Ebattnriﬂ. aud in the afternoon at intervals,
'The sliots were estimated by tome {o be dis-
‘clarged at the rateof four @ minufe. The fir-
ing 18 still going on, hot and heavy, at the
clesing of our report—ten @’clock Sunday
night.
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The Richmond Whig, 3 , calls for the re-

takes the oath. The Constitution autborizes
the Executive to grant pardon on such terms as
are fully established by the judicial and other
authorities. It also proffered that, if many of
of the States named assent, a g vernment
shzll be, in the mode prescribed, set up. Such
government shall be recbgnized and guaran-
teed by the United States, aud tbat under it
#ie State stall, en the Constitution, be pro-
teeted against invasion and domestic violence,

The Constitutional obligation of the Unite d,

: Ei:in_nrerrn:: them until that confidence lature or the Executive eannot;bs convesed,
'sball be established. Little can be done any- |against domestic violener; 8¢ cond:

where, for what is called reconstruction, hence| I do farther proclaim, declare and make
our ‘chiel care must stiill be directed to our known, that anv provision which may be|
army and navy who have thus borne their ' adopted by such Btate government in zelation:
harder part $o nobly and well; and it may be te tll:t freed people of such State which shall
eateemed fortunatehat in giving the greatest | vecognize and declase their perman-nt free-
efficiency to their indispensable arms we also dom and provide for sheir edueation, and
honorablyeneourage'it« gallant men,from com- | which may yet bs cewsistont as a temporary
matder Lo sentinel, who compose them, and ' arrangement with their present condition as a
to whom, more tha. ® o all others, the world 'laboring, landless and homeless elavs,will net |

construction of the rebel Cabinet; it says we
have a Departient of State that hias not been
able, for nearly three yeais, to establish any
relations in any other country; a Treasury
Department that has failed to keep iis finau-

'¢es from ruing a War Depariment in the

hands of a chief whose studiius course of
life has been purely and peculiarly civil; a
Navy Department witheut a2 navy; a Post uf<
fice Department with a very shock ng systeem,

stand indebted for tue home of freedom disen~ be objested to by the natiena! Exem:tive; and of mails,
- " LB



