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thettietbThe itieitteattentionlittion of congconzcongramress during the last

ielifellsenionionlon was engaengagedged to bomasoma extent with a
proposition for enlarging the water commun-
ications between the mississippi nver and the
north of the eastern seaboard which propo-
sition however failed for the time since

ahnihnnhennhsn upon a call of the greatest eta bill
aeyafyty a convention has been called at chicago

upon the same subject a summary of whose
views iais contained inain a memorial addressedaddressed
to aethe president aldand congress and which 1I
leownow have the honorkonor to lay beforebecore you that

ahiabithiuhl liiIliinterestteresti
is one which ere lonclone will force

itsiti 0own1w way I1 do not entertain a doub
vbale it is submitted entirely tb your wisdom
t to what can be denedese nnowow atialiaugmented in
threat iiis given to this subject by the actual
commencement of work upon the pacific rail-
road under the auspices goso favorable to its
rapid progressprogresa and compcompletioncomplesiletiletlon enlarged
navigation becomes a palpable need to the
great road

I1 til the second annual report of the
ioner otof the department of agricul-

ture taking your attention totd the develop
Ine rits in that vital inter at of the nation

jojin bongesConge8 assembled a year ago the
already lasted nearly twenty montimontt s

been many conflicts on fioteoth
1iddindnd and seaaea with varying resultsre Butts the re

becq presedprespreb ed backkack into reduced
illlif yet thebe ane of public feeling and
e donton atheme and abroad wabwaa not satis
factorytrofy with other signssign the popular elec-
tions then just indicated uneasyuneasinessness

ourselvesj while amid much that wasvilas
cold and menacingg the kirkindestidest words comincoming
frainfroin hubeopeope were uttered in accents of pity

erethaere tootoa blind to surrender our com
esicenircemirce suffering greprestlygreatlypre atlyitly by a few
armedairhea vessels billtbiubin upon and furnished from
foreshforeigngri shore we were threatered with
suchasuch additions from the sametame quarter as
boulo sweep oarour trade from the sea and raiserare
our blockade we bad failed to elicit from
borHoreuropean governments anything hopeful

subject the em procla
was issued in september waswag running

its aalur ed period to the beginbeginningnin off the
a I1taterlater hethe nhia

tm camecade including the announcement that
Ccozares men cfef bulguisuitabletabletabie condition would be

1

recreceivedelVed into the service the policy of
and employing black sosoldiersdiers

gifegive lo10 the future a new aspect about which
hope tarfarf ar and doubt i conicontendedended in uncertain
conflict according to our political system

aaAs a matter of civil administration the
general governmentgoven anent hadbad no lawful power to
enacteffect emancipation iaii any state and for a
16tanspr time it had beatt hoped that oethe rebellion
coridcould be supsuppressed without resorting to it as
ai rneaineameasuresiire it wagwas all the while
lebtebaetheadethealeechedlee chelched possible that the necessity for it
mightliht cam andaid that MRif it should wetoe criscribcrisislsi
0 contest would then be arsentpr santsent it came
apuanas was intended it was followed by darkdarli

0Oandd doubtful daydar eleven months havehive been
passedpissed and we are permitted to take another
review the rehreb I1 borders are presedpr egedsaed still
feather backhaac andanil by the complete opening of
the riveriver the country dominated
yeryenovenever by the rebellion is divided into distadistantnt
part with no practicable communication be
artentweenegenegan them tennessee and arkansas have
been soto of the insurgents3
ana their control and influence that the c ti

4 each arhlaehlarid the owners otof and
aavoadvocatescatesr bf0 slasiablaereery at the beginning ot the
rebellionrbellion now declare openly for eman cipa
Mtiontron in their respective states in those states
not included jnin vethe emana patsonpationpation proclama-
tion marylandarylandAl and neither of
which yearssears ago woud toleratelo lerate any restraint
uponupontietaethe extensionexten sionaion of slaveryelavery into the new

the only dispute now is as to the
aj I1 maelaem of61 reremovingmuing it within their own

inli of0 those who wereere slaves at the be-
ginninggr of thehe rebellion fully one hundred
thousand are now in the united satesstates mili
taryjervice abaabut ut one halthalf of which numbercumber
actually bear armsarma in the ranks thus elvinggiving
the double advantage ofor taking so much labor
from the insurgent cause and supplying the
places which otherwise must be filedfi ledlad with to
many mn eotole far aa tested it a difficult to
sityy are not as good soldiers aaas any

no servile insurrection or tentenderlydercy to vio
incelen bandand cruelty has markedmarkedthethe measures of
emancipation and arming the blacks thesethase
measures havebave been much discusseddiscus vedeed in for
elnelp countriescounti lesies addsod with buchsuch
dldis assion the tone otof public sentiment there

improved at home the same mea
aureal av been fu ly discducusiassedsd supportsupported

andnd the annual elec-
tions follofollowingwingo areire highly encouraging to
those whose duty it is13 bobearto bear the
conicountryitry throughgb thal trialtriai1 timstime we have
tleeiereferfrkoning the etcarte1 threatened
toaleidi the t the welonlonion is papastat
Tlookingoking nowdow to the present 94attfluture and
with riseter ce to a resumption 0onh i national
intbrtauthorityhority within the tates chett that
authority has been suspended I1 have t
atlt to issue a proclamation jtit will appear
asasliasisis believed ampyamply justified by the conatconst
lution true the form of anal oath is given but
beme maltmars Is coercedcoerce to take it A man
nixed a pardon in gacesgapesgacgapcafesoafeyes where he voluntarily
takes the oath the constitution authorizes
theiketh executive to grant pardon on such terms as
are fully established by hethe judicial and other
authorities it also proffered many of
etof thethem states named assent a- g vernment
shailshall be in the mode prescribed setact up such
government oliell be and guaran
fd by the united states and that under it
th stata stalltailtall1 ailall on the constitution be pro
tetisetd againstainest invasion and domestic violence
TUAtug obligation of0 theth unitaunite

states to guarantee to evelyevery statstatea in thathe
union a republican form of government and
to protect the state in the cases stated Is ex-
plicit and full but why tender the genebenefitbenefitsfit
of this provision only to a state government
set up in this particular way

i ibis section of the constitution contem-
plates a case wherein the element within a
state favorable to a republican government
in the union may be too feeble for anin oppo-
siteeltesite and hostile element within the state anandd
huoh are precisely the cases with which we
8arere now dealing an attempt to guarantee
and protect a revised state government con
str in whole 6orr preponderating part
from the verylery element against whose hothost lity
and violence it iais to be protected is simply
absurd there must be a test bybv which to
bepsepseparateseparatearaie opposing elements so isas to build
only from the sound and that test is a eimeiaelmblin
clent liberal one which accepts as sound who-
ever

dho

will make a sworn recantation of his
former unsoundness but if it be proper to re-
quire

re-
quite as a testtet of admission to theth political
body an oath of allegiance to theibe constitution
of theibe united states and union under it whyby
BOso also as to laws andanti proclamations in regard
to slslaveryavry these lawstaws and proclamations were
enacted and put forfon hb for thetoe purpose otof aid-
ing thetoe suppress n of the reberebellionilion to give
their fullest effect there had to be a pledge
for their maintain ance in my judgment they
have aided a Ad will further aid the causecame for
which they were enlisted

to give iupip this principlepie not only be
to reinre relinquisha lever of power but would also
bebi a cruel and astounding breach of faith I1
may add at this point that while I1 remain
inin my present position I1 shall not attempt to
retract or m emancipation
tiep nor shillahll freburnI1 return to slavery any person
who is free by the terms of the proclamation
or by any act of congress for theve and
other reasons it iaig thought bestbeat that the sup-
port of these persons shallshrilriiall be included in the I1

oath and it is be deved the executive may
lawfully claim it in return for pardon and res
toration of projected rights which hebt has
clear constitutional powpowerL r to withhold alto
beaher or kranttrant upon th terms walh hetit shall
deem for the public interest it should
be observed also that this part of the oath is

to the and abrogating pow
er of legislalegislation or a supreme judicial decision
the proposed of the national i

executive ihin any lkhonorable temporary state
arrangement for the freed people 1ts199 made
with the diw of pospossibly modifying the con-
fusion and must at least at-
tend all classes by a total revolution of labor
throughoutI1 the whole states it a hoped that
the already deeply afflicted people in these
states may he somewhat more ready to give
I1upip the cansecause of their affliction and to this I1

j

extent this vital mitter itn left to themselves
whileV hilebile no power of the national executive to
prevent an abuse is abridged by the proposi-
tion

the suggestsuggestionrori in the proclamation as to
maintaining the politicalbalial frame works of the I1

states on what is called reconstruction is
mademaae tnin the hope that it mkiyty do ggoodwood with-
out thetoe dandanardangerb ir of harmhirm it will savsaneaanee laborlibor I1

and avoid great confusion betbat why any
proclamation now upon the subject thisihn
question is beset with the conflicting nersnews I1

that the step might be delayed too longorlonger be I1

taken too soon ansomein somerome the elements for re I1

seem ready frfor actionsaction butbul remain f

inactive apparently far want bt ing pointt i

or panp an of action why shall A adopt thel
panpah oftit B rather than B thaithat of A and if A
and B should agree howbow cancin they know but
the general government here will respect
their plan by the proclamation a plan is
presented which may be accepted by them as8
a rallying which they are assured
in advance will netnot be rejected here thithis
may bring them to act sooner than they oth-
erwise would the objection to a premature
presentation of a plan by the national exec
utice consists inthe dandangergerofgerotof commitments in
pintai ants which could be mormore safely fettleft to fur-
thert e r developments care has been to

1 so shape the document as to avoid albarrass
ment from this source

in sayingbaying that on certain termsterras certain
ir asses wil be pardoned with their rights re
stored I1it is not said other classes on otherotherl
terms will ever be included in saying a re
conductioncon ruction will be accepted if presented inin
a specified way it tah not said it will never

1 be accepted in any other way the movements
ia stattat actions for emancipation in seseveralbeveral
of thethi statesstate not included irrlir the emancipa-
tion procproe are matters of profound

tgratificationgratification and while I1 do not repeat in de-
tail what I1 havehalve heretoforeb BOso earneearnestlyatly urged
upon thishis subject my generageneral viewsview a and feel-
ingsI1 remain unchanged and I1 trust thabthat con-
gress will omit no fair opportunity of aiding
these important steps to thetho great colsum i

mati n inn the midst of other carebcares however I1

importantr nt wei mustmost not loose sight of the fact
that the war power lais still our azain reliance
to0 that p nverver alone can we look yet for a
timtim to give confidence toebe people in con

onsong that the in urgent power willwilf
not 21alisalks overrunverrinverdin them until that
abail be eiseilabolishedablisahlis hed littlelutle can be done any-
a here forgylat is called reconstruction hence
our chietchief carecart must still be directed to our
army and navynavi who have thus borne their
harder part so nobynobly and well and it may be
esteemed fortunatfortunateehatthat in giving the greatest
efficiency to their indispensable arms we also

gallant men from com
amder lo10 sentinel who composecoropoie them andad
to whon more thai 0 all others thathe world
stand indebted torfor of frebon alserlisis

ahrthrilleda lied regeneratedregener abed enlarged and perpetu-
ated

perpetu-
ateateete d

signedemberdemberl ABRAHAM LINCOLN
decDIcdecember 6 1863

ththe following proclamation is appended to
the meaMei sagesager

proclamation
I1

whereasreas on and by the constitution of the
united states it is provided that the presi-
dent shall have power to grant reprieves and
pardons for ofotoffensesfenaes againstt the ignited states
except inili cases of impeachment and

whereas a rebellion now exists aherwherebyebYthe loyal states and governments bave for a
long time been subverted and marlmallmanymalyy personsperons
committing and areargar now guilty of treason
agaganetabst the unitedunite Sstatestates aandnd

whereas with refereereferencece to said rebellion
and treason laws have been enacted by con
greasgreat callincalling the forfeitureforfeiture andard confiscation
of property and liberationlibera tiou of slaves all upon
termterms and conditions therein stated aniant alsoalao
decdeclaringlating that the president was therebyy au-
thorizedzed at any time therthereaftereatter by proclama-
tionulontion 0too extenextendd wiiowilo may have patpatu

1

in the exciting bellionrebellionra in any
ststateg andanti part thereof pardon amnesty with
bucheuch exceptions andarul at such terms and on such
conditions aaas he may deem expedient forlor the
public welfare andaud 1

whereasWh erea the conncong resa ional declaradeclarationllonlion j
for limited and conditional pardon accords
with wellwelt estaestablished Judicjudicial41 expeap of
the pardoning power irid I1

whereas with to said rebellion 1

the president of the united states has issued
several proclamations with provisions in re-
gard to ibe libreliberationration of slaves and

whereas it lais now by some persons
heretofore engaged in saidlaid rebretrebellionellion to re-
sume their allegiance to the united states
ataidadd inauguraterc loyal state govern meata
within andtonandhor their respective statestates

therefore 1I abraham lincoln president
of the united states do proclaimproproccaimaimalm declare and
make known to all persons who havehare directlydiredir etlyatly
or by implication participated in the existing
rebellrebeilrebellioniodiop except aaas herinhereinafteratterafter exceptexceptedtdwt
that a full pardon is grantedranted to them and
eatcheach otof theinthem with r0 s off all rights
ifit third parties shallshail have intervened and
upon theth conconiconJconationtion that they guchbuch personsperson
shall take and subscribe an oathoarb and thethel ce
forward keep abd maimalmaintainman tain saidlaid oathoth invio-
late and winch oath be registered torfor
permanent preservation and shall be of thotheth
tenor and effect fillotnig to witgriir

I1 do solemnly swear in presence of al-
mighty godgoj that I1 will thenceforth faith-
fully support protect and defend the consicons
lution of the united states andanaan the union of
states and that I1 will in like
manner abide by and faithfully all
acts ofot congress passe I1 during the existing
rrebellioneb e lionilon with ra ferenceterence to stavesslaves BOso long
and so0 o far as repealedrepeated modified or heldheid void
by congressCongresgreb or by decision of the supreme
court andarid that I1 will in like mannerminnerm inner abidabide
by anaan faithfully support all
of the president made during the existing re-
b

r
belionilonlion having reference to slave to0 o ionglong
and aoso tirfrfir aaas not modified or declared void
by decision of the supreme court so heltbelt mem
god

the persons excepted from thithe berieberlebenefitfits of
the foregoingb previsionsprovisions are all who are or
ballshall bahaveve beenbaen civil or diplomatic officers or

agentsrits of the boso called coneconle deraleAerate govern-
mentmen t all who bavehave iettleft judicial stations un
littsift the united state ip to aid the rerebellionb 4 ilion Aailallit
who or bhailshall have been militate ae
officers otof the rank of colonialco onial in theth ararmy
or lieutenant in the navy aliajl rhoahonho lertleft beatsseats
in thelie united states cocongress to aid infn the
rebellion all who resigned their commissions
in the armyarray and navy of the united statestates
and afterwards aidedaidea the rebellionsrebellion andind all
who have engaged in any wityway inin trustingeting I1

colored persons to whilewhite prisoners in charge
of such otherwise than lawfully as prison-
ers

I1
j

er of war and which persons may babe found
in the united stites berviceserviceservicebervice aaas boldlold ierglerg aeiseisealet
men or in any other capacitycapicity

I1 do furtherfurther proclaimI1 declare aaddladn d mamakehaka
known that whenever in any of thetbt statestates
of arkansas texatexas louisiana mississippi
teenseeTenn reesee aldAliAlabambamabams beoulaaGeorgiaGe ouiaoula floidaflorida south
carolina and northnorih CcarolinatrolinaCi rolina a number of

I1 persons notdot lesatthanban one tenth of the whole
I1 number of the votes castat in such state at the
president election of the year of our lord
1860 each having taken the oath aforesaid
and not having since violated it beinabeing a qual-
ified voter by the lawa 0of the state
existing immediately before the so called act
of secession and excluding all others shailshall be
established a state government which shall
be republican andnl in no wise conr
gaidraid aabgathoath such shailshall I1be0 recognized as the
true government of the Sstatetate ata d the stafestat
shallshail receive thereunder abethe benefits of theth
constitutional previsionprovision which declara that
the united states shallabaft guarantee to every
state in thisthia unon a republican form of
government and shailshall protect each of them
against invasion ani on applicationof the
legislature or the executive when the legislegia

or the executivee tannotb conconvergedveried
against dolndoindomesticesiceaiC violeacp second

I1 do tartherfurther proclaim declare and maksmake
known that any provision which masyrasy be I1

adopted by suchguch state governmentovern mentBent in se lation
t the freed people of stichbila state which shallhaili
recognize and declare their nanctut frefie
dongdons and provide for kheirtheir education and
which maynay yet bobe r as a temporary I1

arrangement with their prevent condition as a
I1

laboring landlelandlessii and homeless classiel arwill netnot
be objectedto bbyT thetb national eliitavetirtit and

6

it is suggested xias not improper that lain ona
struttingting a loyal stastatebo government in any
Sstate the namehame of0 the boundary the subdivis-
ion the constitution and the federal code 0
lawlawsa as before the rebellion be maintained
subjectin e c only to modifications made necessary
by tthee condittocond itlo na herein before stated addand

I1 rucheuch Othersif contravening such con-
ditions as are deemed expedient by those ataitstrafrkfra-
ming the new ststateate government to atai
irli1111misunderstandingsti liderilderstanding it may be proper to say that
this proclamation so far as it relates tto
state governments has no reference to statastates

I1 whereinwhereon loyal state governments have all the
while been maintained and for the samosame
reason it may be proper to further say that
whether members sent to congress from anyauyayiy
state shillshall be admitted to seats convention-
allyI1 rests exclusively with the respective
houses and not to any extent with I1thebe ex-
ecutive and still fur herhertthatbat this proclama-
tion is intended to present to the people atof
the states where in the national authority
has been eusu and loyaljoyal state govern-
ments have been subverted a mode by which
the national authority over every loyal statestale
government may be established within said
states or any of them and while the madamodo
presented is the best the executive can bugsug
ggatst with hia present impressions it must not
be understood that another possible mohemoha
would not be accepted

given under myray band at the city of wash-
ington the eighth daydy of december A nD one
thousand eightelgut hundred and sixty three abianiaa 1

of the independence of the united states ocof
america the eighteighty T eighth
I1 SieneIgnedJ A
by wetoe president

WV II11 secretary of state

promerofroprow thathetb charleston dailydally CoarterneyterNerheyher 31213121

THE SIEGE OF charleston
INTZ ACCOUNT of TUBtux BM BAba

I1mentMINTexN T

thetthit bombardmentt 0off fort sumterSamter hashaa con-
tinued

con-
iI1 fiercely since our last report the
stubborn and gallant endurance of major 1

liott andana the brave ir garrison now
engagedragedn in the sacred coining and de
tendinglending the fort harhas won for them a glorious
name and will furnish another
page in the future history of the defense efof
fort sumtersumler and the harbor and city ctof
charleston notwithstanding0 the terrible araanh
constant firefirefromfrom hisbis monitorsmonitors and land bat-
teries with missiles of every conceivable in-
ventionven tion size and powepower showered like hithil
froin parrot dahlgren rifled Mgunsuns and mor-
tars upon the devoted fortress and its garri

1 lionion the enemy has been foiled indis object
and is still unsuccessful in hisbis desinades

i during friday night the fire waswaa
I1
chiefly maintained by battery gregg and hitbithi
mortar or cummingsCum minga point battery sixty
eeightight shots were fired butdut eight of which

I1 missed and passed over making an aggregate
of eleven hundred and twenty t hotshuts airedfiredired in
twenty tourfour hours at 3 en saturday
morning11 a deplorable disaster occured result-
ing ii1 tthehe instant death of thirteen of the he-
roic garrison detailed andand posted in the bar-
racks near the seabeaseawallwallwali in readinessreadi nesa for im-
mediately mounting to the crest in case efof an
aatacktack from the outside the melancholy oo00e
currence was caused by pou der parrott
shell striking an iron girder in the sea vvwallwaliailall of
the barracks caving in the rootroof cru hingbing and
buryn the men beneath the ruins the posi-
tion was corsileconsideredredned comparatively safe thatheha
root having previously resisted the continual
shock of theibe falling debrisdeboa

ionon saturday the bombbombardmentadment againalain cagl
furfarlouly A steady fire wasivas kept up by two
monitors two heavy and two lighttight rifled gudaguns
at gregg three heavy rifled guns and four ten
inch mortaramortars at the middle battery andi four
driftedrifled guns at wanerwagner F ur hundred aristarldt
forty three rifled shots were fired from the
land batteries of which sixtyone

from the all of which
struck and three hundred and

I1 from the mortars of which one hundred andani
twenty missed I1 he mortar fuses we learn

i are BOso cut aaas to explode the shells a a9 cond prr
two after the report during saturday iightht
seventy niedhiedr fledfied shots were fired mostly wikw h
timtime fuses of which ten passed overaover andaddpd thir-
ty three mortar shells of thichbich twelve failed
to strike the hirefire of the land basteri a9
directed chiefly at the southwest angleansle iof thith
toltfott the flagstaff was shot away twice on
saturday and replaced by sergeant gr hawbawha

i corporal IIIhi I1 and private ILB swaaws jo all otof
company F twelfthh georgia battalion thetha
flagsfaafla tt was so cut up that it was found non
cestary t raise the battle nnaflaflag of the twelfth
georgigeorgia in itsils place on sulsumsurnaymay ay the fiforcirrassissa sinitini kept uptip byvy the monitors andands lahdland
batteries audaed in the afternoon at inteante vaisvivats

the shotssirot wrewere estimated by somegome to be dis-
charged at thetha rateb four a minmihminudetifelife the fir-
ing lss still going on hot and heavybravy at the
cleala of our dezortre tedten sunday
night

the richmond whigswhigwhir 3 calls for the re
construction of thelh rebel cabinet itissayasaysmays wevre
bavehaye a department of state that hashaa not beerbear
able for nearly three ye artoaltoaitoe to establishestaesla bligh any
relationsrelation in any oiherother countrycoun tryiry a treasury
department tthatat has failed to keep Usits unaafinan
staseaei fromtoca ruineuln a warwr department in the
handshandi of a chiet whose st us coursie otof
irtolift has beenbrn purely and peculiarly civil a
navy department without a navynty a postpol irr
neeace department with a vecyracy hockbocknobockkrickrigng exitatt mailsmalla


