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PROSPEROUS SAN JUAN,

BLUFP, Ban Juun County, Nov. 19,
1898.—In company with Eiders Brig-
hsm Young, Elders F, A. Ham mond
and Wm. Halls of the S8an Juan Stake
Presidency, Elder Robert Watson aud
others, I left Moab, Grapd county,
Utah, on the 13th inet., and traveled
through a desert country In a south-
easlerly direction abcut thirty miles,
and encamped for the night in & cedar
grove mnear Hatch’ wash. After
spending the evenlog in pleaesnt con-
veraation and making the surrounding
cliffe resound with the songa of Zlon,
we made onr beds ip the sande of Lhe
desert and enjoyed & comfortable
night’s rest.

Karly the next morping we were
ngain on the way, and after traveling
tbirty miles further we arrived st the
new settlernent called Monticello,
where a meeting was beld in thbe
eveuing, the congregation being ad-
dressed by Elders Young, Jeason, and

am mond.

H:On the morning of the15th { Wednes-
day) Elder Ycuog and the rest of the
company, myself excepled, started for
Mancos, Colorado, ninety miles diatant,
to attend quarterly conference there
the following Baturday and Bunday,
while I, after attending to hlatoricai
labore at Monticello, etarted for Bluff,
the headquarters of the Ban Juan
Biake of Zion, where I arrived on the
16th inst. Elder Frape¢ls Nlelson, of
Verdure, brought me 1o a light vebicle
over the forty-four mile desert, inter-
vening between South Montezuma
oreek and Bluff,

Monticello is pleseantly situated on
high ground near the east base of the
Blue mountalns. No settlement in
Utah territory commande euch a floe
and extensive view of surroundiog
country as doee this remarkable little
town, which was first founded in 1888
by & number of famllies called by the
Biake Presidency Lo locate here. Liook-
Ing soulh, easl and nofth, ae far as the
eye can reach, An immense tract of
counltry lles exposed to view with a
number of mountain chaine and peakes
in the {ar distance, forming the back-
ground of what would rnake a beautiful
picture. West of the eettlement the
anow-capped Blue mountrine prevents
a view of the country eloplng lowards
the Colorado river, Boutheset, iu Lhe
pxtreme touthwest corner of the atat
of Culorado, the Ute mountaine, dis-
tant about sixty miles from Monte-
cello, prevents sp unlimited vlew In
that directlon. Further to the left,
about A hundred miies away, the mo-
calted Parrot mouptaing, uear the base
of which lies the eettlement ot
Mauocos, show their rugged, lrreg_u-
lar pummils against the horlzon; while
the Lia Sal mountslos northeast, form
the backgrouud of Lhe landacape in

direction.
thi;m:nlicello is A tine grain produciog
country, but it is rather cold, owing to
ite high altitude, for soything in the
fruit Jioe except the hardler kind.
About twenty-five families, neariy all
Latter-day Bainte, compose the nu:
merical strength of tbe settlement;
while peven families reslding on Bouth

Moaolezuma creek, at a place recently
named Verdu:r, constitute n branch of
the Monticello ward with George A,
Adamp se preslding Elder. lder
Frederick J. Jones is the Bishop of
the Monticello ward; his couneselors
are Andrew P. Boreuren and Chbarles
E. Walton jr.

Coneldering that the eettlers here
are and bave been inconstant jeopardy
of losing thelr lande and improvements
by the contemplated removal or the
Bouthern Ute Indiane from Uolorado
luto this country, the people ot
Montlcello buve made great proygress,
They bullt a respectable meeting
bouse Wwhen there was Boarfcely
half & dozen famlilles of permanpent
settlers lu the place; and before then
there were sufllcient houees ereyted to
sbelter the ofigiunl eettlers. A Stake
conference was held in the new meet-
jng house, at whipgh the Bajnte had s
senson of rejoleing. This Was in
August, 18588. The SBalole have now
about twelve hundred acres ¢! land
under fence, of which about one-third
isbelng cultivited and watured from
North Montezuma Oreek. There is
room for many more settlery; apnd as
dry farmiug has already beem succese-
fully tried, tbe surrounding country
aflords facilities for thousmnde apd
thoueanda of Latter-day Saints who
are nol afraid to cope with the Qifficul-
tles connected with the bullding up of
4 new country.

The litile pettlement has in times
past been oconeiderably annoyed hy

cowboys from the surrounding
ranches. On several “occasicne theso
have come np in large Dutubers

threatening the inhabitants with death
and destruction, discharging their fire-
arme ju the streets, and iD other
ways endangering the lives of the citi-
zens, During n fracas of this kind
three years ago,Bister Walton,n highly
respected lady nnd Baint, and 8 Texan
cowboy were shot and almost nstantly
kilJled in fropt of the meeting house.
lfthe pettiement was stronger, theee
attaoke would most likely wol be ut-
tempted; but ae this part of the coun-
try i8¢ known as a regular resort for
outlaws und fugitives from justice (the
peculisr natural featnres of the coun-
try affording them special protection),
our people ure by no meane sale ug Fet
against eimilar attacks in the future,

The Buints of Monticelle, bowever,
seem to be well satisfied with their
settlement, and some of them wouijy
el once eet to work to replace their
primitive log dwellings with houses
uf more destrable material,if tbe mugh
vexad Indian ooocupation queelion was
pettled o favor of the citizens. Eider
Young, in hle discourse the other
eveuing, promleed the Baints thut 1y
they were united and desired to stay,
they suculd not be disturbed. §

Bluil, whioch is the home of about
twenty familles of Lutter-day Baints,
in situsted on the right baok of the
8an Jusn river, Immedlately above the
point where the Collouwuod waush
opens iuto the river. The valley of the
Beo Juan, at the point wbere the set-
tlement etauds, is sbout & mile wide
from bluff to bluff. The #oil 1a very
saudy, thongh quite productive; but av
there ia only about three hundred ucres

of land under cultivation, the people
bave had (to look for mesns of majne
itnance from otbher sources, Thus,
Abeep and etock”ralslog are carrled on
toquile aa extent by the citizene, and
the Incomes from these sourcee and the
divldends recelved from the co-opera-
tive elore are the main dependencies of

the people, Referring to the
8lore mentioned, it may be sald
thul it ie not only well pat

ronized by the citizens themsselves
and the prospectors who are etill look-
fug for gold in the eaude of the Ban
Juan valley; but the Navajo Indlans,
whose reservation liesacoroes the river
In Arizons aleo come here to trade off
thelr blankets, hides, pelts, wool, eto.,

for merchandise, The Co-op store,
this helug virtually a trading post for
the Indians, has done = very ygood
bueiness from the beginning.

The San Juan river is very eimilar
to the Rio Virgln in washington
Counly, Uisb; ita walers are exceed-
ingly hard to control; the river riees
and falls at plessure, changes {te
course frequentiy and 1o time or floods
oarries everything expoeed away be-
tore lts muddy, turbulent watere in-

cluding dams, waterwheels, treen,
farmiog land, fences, etc. One of
these floods, which swelled the

river far beyond it usual banksin
1884, destroyed » great many of the
improvementy made previously by the
eottlers, and moet of the original
settlers, who had founded the place
four years previoue (1o A pril, 1880) got
diecouraged and left for other paria oy
tbhe country. Another little settlement
called Montezuma, l.cated by the
Halints st the sume time as Blutl, about
fifteen miles sbove that piuce, wus en-
tirely sbandoned at that time and hag
never heen resetiled since. In tho
fall of that year (1884) President
Joeeph F. Bmitn, Elder Krastns Spow
and otbers visited the place and held
meetings with the BSsinte. In the
ocouree ef his remarke, President Smith
sald that thoke who had responded 1o
the =1l of the Cburch authoritles in
coming lo eettle on the Ban Juan
sud who had elruggled In the
puet to make the eettlement s sug-
cees, but who now deeired to leave
ebould be bleseed but that those who
would remusin aod tfy woew to build
up the town sbould be doubly bleased.
A pDumber of the present iubabitapts
of the place whom I huve interviewed
during my visit here ate very anxjous
that [ ehould etute as a historlesl fact
that the words of Preeldent Bmith
huve had a lteral fulfilment. Those
who remained have since 1854 been
greally bleesed, Proeperity iLiaa fol-
lowed the labore of their hands from
that time ob;iheir canal which they
tuade anew aiter the extrmordinary
flood of 1884, hae proven a success; and
thelr businese enterprise (undertaken
mostly on the co-operative plan) have
eince that time proven quite protitable.
Thue, the present inhabitants of Bluff
are comparatively weil ot in « fioen-
cial polut of view, und scknowledge the
band of the Lord in their proeperity.

The patursi scenery around Bluff,
though wily, ls grand beyond deecrlp-
tlon, Tbe bluffs on both sldes of the
elver rise up in perpendicuiar helghts,
forming interesting groups of pinnacles,
domee and walle and aboundiug also
wllh caves, crage and numerone fab-
taetioand strange formatiops, It wae



