
THE DESERET

correspondence
written for thistais paper

prosperous SAN JUAN

BLUFF san juan county nov 19
1898 in company with elders brig-
ham young elders PF A hammond
and wmwin hallshalle of the sanban juan stake

cys elder robert watson and
othersothen I1 left moab grand county
utah on the dinst and traveled
through a desert country in a south-
easterly direction about thirty miles
and encamped torfor the night in a cedar
grove near hatchehatchs wash after
spending the evening in pleasant con-
versation and making the surrounding
cliffs resound with the songs of zion
we made our beds in the sands of the
desert and enjoyed a comfortable
bightsight s rest

early the next morning we were
again on the way and after traveling
thirty miles further we arrived at the
nownew settlement called monticello
where a meeting was holdheld in the
evoueveninging the congregation being ad-
dressed by elders youngyoun jenson and
hammond

on the morning of the wednes-
day elder young and the rest of the
company myself excepted started for
mancoe colorado ninety miles distant
to attend quarterly conference there
the following saturday and sunday
while I1 after attending to historical
labors at monticelloMonti oello started for bluff
the headquarters of the san juan
stake of zion where I1 arrived on the

dinst elder francis nielson olof

verdure brought me in a light vehicle
over the forty four mile desert inter-
vening between south montezuma
creek and bluff

monticello tois pleasantly situated on
high ground near the eastbaet base of the
blue mountains no settlement ioin
utah territory cmcommandsmands such a linefine
and extensive view of surrounding
country as does this remarkable little
town which was first founded in 1888
by a number of families called by the
stake presidency to locate here look
ing south east and north as far as thutho
eye dan reach an immense tract of
country lies exposed to view with a
number of mountain chains and ppeakseaks
in the far distance forming the back-
ground of what would make a beautiful
picture westwent of the settlement the
snow capped blue mountains prevents
a view of the country sloping totowards
the colorado river southeast in the
extreme southwestwestwast corner of the state
ot91 colorado the ute mountains dis-
tant about sixty miles from monte
celloacello prevents an unlimited view in
that direction further to the left
about a hundred miles away the so
called parrot mountains near the base
of which lies the settlement 01

mancos show their rugged irregu-
lar summits against the horizon while
the la sal mountains northeast form
thetee background of the landscapeJaDdscape in
that direction

monticello is a finsfine erainarain producing
country but it is rather cold owing to
its high altitude for anything in the
fruit line except the hardier kind
about twenty five families nearly all
lAttblattererdayday saints compose the nu-
merical strength of the settlement

0 while seven families residing on south

montezuma creek at a place recently
damnamede d verdure constitute a branch of
the monticello ward with george A
adams as presiding elder elder
frederick J jones is the bishop of
thehe monticello ward hisbis

are andrew P sorensenBo reneen and charles
E walton jrr

considering that the settlers beherere
are and have been inconstant jeopardy
of losing their lands and improvements
by the contemplated removal of the
southern ute indians from coloradocolored0
into this country the people of
monticelloMonti ceilo have made great progress
they built a respectable meeting
house when there was scarcely
half a dozen families of permanent
settlers luin the place and before then
there were sufficient houses erected to
shelter the original settlers A stake
conference was held in the new meet-
ing house at which the saints hadbad a

of rejoicing this was inaugust 1888 the saints have now
about twelve hundred acres otof land
under fence of which about one third
is being cultivated and watered from
north montezuma creek there is
room for many more settlers mindand soas
dry farming hasbas already been success-
fully tried the surrounding country
affords facilities for thousands and
thousands of latter day saints ano
are not afraid to cope with the difficul-
ties connected with the building up of
a nownew country

the little settlement has in times
past been considerably annoyed by
cowboys from the surrounding
ranches on several occasions these
have come up in large numbers
threatening the inhabitants with death
and destruction dischargingdisobarging their fire-
arms in the streets and in othothere r
ways endangering the lives of the citi-
zens during a fracas of this kind
three years agoagoS ieterSister waltonaWal highly
respected lady and saint and a04 texan
cowboy were shot and almost instantly
killed in front of the meeting house
if thebe settlement was stronger these
attacks would most likely not be at-
tempted but as this part of the coun-
try is known as a regular report for
outlaws and fugitives from justice the
peculiar natural features of the conncoun-
try affording them special protection
our people are by no means safeaade as yet
against similar attacks in the future

the saints of monticelloMonti oello however
seem to be well satisfied with their
settlement and some of them would
at once set to work to replace their
primitive log dwellings with houses
of more desirable materiallymateri allfalif the much
vexed indian occupation question was
settled in favor of the citizens elderyoung in his disdiscoursecourne the other
evening promised the saints that it
they were united and desired to stay
they should not be disturbed

bluff which is the home of about
twenty families of latter day saints
is situated on the right bank of thesan juan river immediately above the
point where the cottonwood wash
opens into the river the valley of thesanjuanitsan juananatat the point where the set-
tlement stands is about a mile wide
from bluff to bluff the soil is vory
sandy though quite productive but as
there isin only about three hundred acres
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of land under cultivation the people
have had itoto look for means otof main-tenance from other sources thussheep and raising are carried on
to quite auaa extent by the citizens and
the incomes from these sources and thedividends receivedreceiveCI from the cocc opera
tive store are the main dependencies ofthe people referring to the
store mentioned it may be saidthat it is not only wellwelk pat
ionized by the citizens themselves
and the prospectors who are still look-
ing for gold in the sands of the sanbanjuan valley but the navajo indiansindiana
whose reservation lies across the riverin arizona also come here to trade offtheir blankets hides pelts wool etc
for merchandise the coopco op store
this being virtually a trading post for
the indians has done a very good
business from the beginning

the san J uan river tois very similarto the rio virgin in washingtoncounty utah its waters are exceed-
ingly hard to control the river rises
and falls at pleasure changes itsitacourse frequently and in time or floodscarries everything exposed away be
toretora its muddy turbulent waters in-cluding damsdamn trees
farming land fences etc one ofthese floods which swelled thriver far beyond its usual banks in1884 destroyed a great many of theimprovementsimprovement made previously by ththe
settlers and most of the original
settlers who had founded the place
four years previous in april 1880 got
discouraged and left for other parts oxojthe country another little settlementcalled montezumazuma heated1 bated by tilethesaints at the bame time as bluff aboutfifteen miles above that place was enabandoned at that time and hasnever been resettled since in thefall of that year 1884 president
joseph PF smith elder erastusarastus snow
and others bifvifvisitedJ cited the place and held
meetings with the saints in thecourse ef his remarks president smithsaid that those who had responded to
the coll of the church authorities incoming to settle on the san juan
and who had struggled in thepast to make the settlement a suesuc
cese but who now desired to leaveshould be blessed but that those whowouldworld remain and try anew to buildup the town should be doubly blessed
A number of the inhabitantsinhabitanto
of the place whom I1 have interviewed
during my visit here are very anxiousthat I1 should state as a historical factthat the words of president smithhave hadbad a literal fulfilmentfulfillment thosewho remained have since 1884 beengreatly blessed prosperity lisshas fol-
lowed the labors of their hands frontfromthat time onOB their canal which theymade anew alteraitor the extraordinary
flood of 1884 has proven a success andtheirthear business enterprise undertakenmostly on the co operative plan havesince that time proven quite profitablethus the present inhabitants of bluffare comparatively well off in a finan-
cial point of view and acknowledgea ck n thehand of the lord in their prosperity

the natural scenery around bluffthough wild is grand beyond descrip-
tion the bluffs ou both sides of theriver rise up in perpendicular heightsheightaforming interesting groups of pinnaclescleesdomes and walls and abounding alsowith cavebaves19 cragscraga and numerous faufan

and strange formations it waawa

A


