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the regiment WAS without a guide
eadad was proceeding in the darldark AsAB
theabe men passed along the lane which
aras about 12 feet wide they overtook
the seventy first new york which
waswaa somewhat demoralized they also
passed several disabled dynamite and
machine guns returning aronn the fray
and the boys of the sixteenth realized
they were right next door to a red hot
time though they did not need other
evievidencedeVee than the hallhail of lead that flew
in all directions about them until it
seemed they were being shot at from
every of the compass

ater they had proceeded about a
mitemilo along the lane an opening to the
rightriat was discovered and the regiment
asedpassed through and into what was
afterward called the jungle of death
there seemed no way out of it unless
on the back track and the buysboys were
being peppered by an unseen enemy
without any opportunity to return the

nt it was here that lieu-
tenant spence was shutshot in the wrist
later he was wounded in the thigh
afafterter a rough reconnoiter captain
dunning who a short time afterward
was wounded disdiscovered anaai opening
and the regiment passed through it
and across the san juan river the
regiment formed in a sunken road
which afforded some protection from
the spanish fire tandand the men about I1

in the afternoon lay down to
get a little rest

general hawkins rode up and gave
it out that the san juan block house
must be taken the americans were
losing more men he said than they
would in a charge it was found the
regiment was against a barbed wire
lencefence the boys cut this down in a
hurry with their bayonets in this
work they were materially assisted by
a cuban who used a machete with
telling eeffect once through the regi-
ment formed inain a field covered with
grass all the way from 4 to 6 feet high
the men were exposed to the fire from
the blockhouseblock house and also of the sharp-
shooters who roosted about in trees 00oo
all sidesldes

the charge was a gallant one the
spaniardsarda kept up a galling fire but
the advance of the americans was notnat
chockedchecked yelling and shooting theofthe
rushed ahead on the way up they
were reinforced by the sixth and a
part of the thirteenth the regiments
ad in a solid line the battery
at IMel pozo opened up on the hill and

noble made a short detour
sadaad stopped the batt erys fire by wav-
ing his handkerchief from the end of a
pole

the diadistancebance from the point in the
field where thedihe sixteenth formed to the
bock housebouee was about yards andaaehe boys covered viethe distance in re

short time theme spaniards
fired by volleysvolley buntai the amer-
icanatags reireachedached the crest of the hill when
the firing became deauldesultory and the
dons left the entrench mentis and scam-
pered down the other siftside
thithe cheeringdhe ering americans peppered it

to them eaas they fled captain noble
who was among to reach the

position alepickedled up a discarded
mausermauder and let fly at thehe retreating
forms ofat the spaniards a number of
ahraimee

Covacompanypany A the boise company mccu
d a prominent part in this celcele

atodtiled charge led by the gallant
adman the company went atterafter theMMla like the wind admansSte oomcom

vad loot one roanman killed and four
wounded atterafter the company had reach-
ed ta top of the hill

the sixteenth remained at the mockblock
bmw until 65 and then veered
around tendand went into entrenchments atart
Aanother pointpoat overlooking santiago the

changedohanged positions again before
the70 wa arranged being stat

oneome time halthalf a mile otof santi-
ago and constantly under fire

one day 12 men were killed and
wounded by one shrapnel shellabell the
men were off duty behind the rows of
entrenchments which were filled by
theirthedr comrades when the shot struck
them the regiment remained in the
trenches until the fifth having been
under fire the lotast ad and 3rdard

athe sixteenth did nobly said cap-
tain noble after he had related some of
the details of the fight officers and
menmein are entitled to the highest cralise
for the manner in which they con-
ducted themselves bodiberth in the face of
the enemy and in camp the captain
said aal the euristedisted men
themselves in a most praiseworthy
manner and it would be difficult to
pick out any one or more who gave
more honest or courageous service than
his or their felfellowslowis

the boys were anxious for a fight
from the start fundand when they got into
and took the lead in what waa really
the only big battie of the campaign
so90 fatfar as the regulars were concerned
they showed they had the right kind
of mettle in them

when Calycaptaintain noble made the detour
to flag the american battery into sdsi-
lence a hundred or more of the men
pushed ahead aind arrived at the top
of the hill in advance of him they
went after the spaniards like tigers
he said he wished afterward he had
been present to have seen just how this
advance guard behaved but he be-
lieved he whowas the senior officer of the
entire line including the sixth and
thirteenth and therefore it wa his
duty to see to it that the battery wacwab
silenced to the end that no harm should
come to the advancing soldiers from the
american battery

SersSericeent jensen or company A was
aamoniman the first to reach the top of the
hill he sat down coolly and whacked
away with the greatest deliberation at
the spaniards he is a distinguished
marksman and it Is altogether likely
every one of the dozen or more shots he
fired while he sat on the little knoll
brought down a don others showed by
their conduct that they had the right
kind of stuff in them and altogether
captain noble said he was more than
proud of the men it was his privilege to
lead through that tangle of grass and
up the shot swept san juan hill

capt noble claims for the sixteenth
the credit of capturing the san juan
block house because of the importance
of the engagement as the san juan hills
commanded the key to the santiago
land situation the commanders of the
sixth and regiments had
claimed the credit but it did not be-
long to them the sixth and a part of
the had joined the sixteenth
after the latter had started up the hill
although they had previous to this ex-
changed shots with the Spanspaniardslards from
the rank growth of grass

1I think every officer should stand up
to the lastlart for hishi regiment and there-
fore I1 do wtnot blameblaine the others for mak-
ing these claims said the captain but
I1 believe the sixteenth can show that it
took the block house and I1 also be-
lieve the regimentpent to which I1 have the
honorcumor to belong will be given the
credit

on the night of the 2ndand the spaniards
made an attempt to break through the
lines of entrenchments in order to reach
the but they were beaten back
with terrible slaughter the americans
in view of their position and the fact
that they had lots of ammunition could
have the entire spanish army
on the island

captain noble was taken sick on the
ath having on the evening before been
drenched while tending the con-
structionst of some works in front of the
regiment the captain says the six-
teenth lost during the campaign

men killed and wounded or aboabout
per cent 3

after the battle the sixteenth
without a surgeon the regimental detor a young fellow who had joiner
regimen J not put in an a
bearancepearance and the wounded were avs
ing from lack of attention captain Jble had heard there was an edmi
man named lemen a member of dpany F who had joined the regiregimeat fort sherman idaho in order totojto the war who was a physician t-

he called the man up and atter s
amiling him closely ordered hlathi
organize a regimental hospital im
some trees lemen proved himself
be worth his weight in gold he
excellent care of the injured men
rustrustledlell like a good fellow for ra
cine etc in which he was highly
cess ful

for this work dr wood who wwa
charge of the field hospital secured
men an appointment as assistantgeon whisthis is a contract position
is as good as a commission white
lastslasits the government can howshow
terminate the contract at will

captain noble has a number ofat r
which he brought from cuba Mme
these were securedsie cured in santiago by
captains interpreter a bright y
man who had served five
garcia they included among c
things the sword of a spanish kofl

it has a toledo blade and is a
wicked looking sticker this ol01
led a command on the and2nd
tortfort was made to break
american linlines and he said after
he had to practically pound his menmeal
the back to get them to move a

captain noble also has a spanspanish
gle an odd looking instrument aach
number otof mauser bullets thesearranged in blocks of five an
placed in a9 magazine arrangement
gun can be loaded with single
but it does not worlwork as well
captain brought back for mrs
a very richly hand embroidered
with a deep fringe this is call
mantilla and is by the

ish women over their heads
shawl is of the most expensive
another present brought back for
noble is a feather fan

the captain says a spanish eattctt
was killed on the brow of san
hill he was tempted to take the
officers coat as a relic but he didadid
the officer was dressed as thou
had started outbut for a party hishia fihsihs
was spotless and gold studs adoradorns
broad expanse of shirt front 08
reliesrelics the captain had in view bbuti
interpreter who was to procure thatheni
santiago was also sick and he
not secure them

SERGEANT HINES

headquarters battery B utah id
artillery cuartelquartel de malsic P 7I1 a
10 1898 1I am very proud ataft taatna
have the opportunityunity of writing
a few lines11 nes in a foreign land aak
a strange and I1 must confess iaL s
degraded race we now a wattawattl

message which calls us back toito
land we love so well I1 need 1

relate all that we have gone mhd
since we reached these islandialaaida
more able authors than myself 41
already done that suffice it for xa
say that we came we saw vie

we mastered the great
ties of the mighty deep and the
ous difficulties in tanlandinglanddcUngng due 4totracted storms blowing high
through which it waswaa necessary tot
the small boats which afforded tac

means of embarkingdisembarkingdis the aana
its supplies this great taskitaskasa
privationsprivat lonsdons and hardships of a cac
during the rainyminy seasons in the
lowlands were accomplished

J


