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REMARKS

By Prist, DANIEL H WELLS, Bowery, G. 8.
L. Uily, April 5, 1563.
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[REPORTED BY G. D. WATT ]

Right here we want te build a tabernacle
to accommoda e the Sa‘nts at our general
conferences and religious worship, tbat wil
comfortably seat some ten thousand people;
and o.er ther: we want to build a temple,
These two items 1 wish 1o call your attention
to to-day.

We have organized the different districts
throughout the Territory so that fifty teams
can be at work for the temple, hauling gran-
ite rock from Big and Little Cottonwoods.
There has been some hauling done, bat I wish
to suggest a little amendment on our preeent
o, erations and plans touching this part of
the work. We shall want the same number
ot teams this season. We bave never bad as
many as was designed in the first place,which
was fifty, at any ene time. If we could have
even twenty-five or thirty teams constantly at
work, they wou!d keep the stone-cutters em-
ployed. There was a difficulty last season
about feed for the animals engaged on this
work, but we are prepared to feed hay this
year, but grain must be furnished by the
wards.

I wish to say a word in regard to the team-
sters. Send men to drive the teams and not
boys; men who will have some interest in the
work th:y are sent to do; men who will not
eell the grain sent to feed the teams to buy
whisky with; men who will not take their
teams to baul wood with instead of reck for
the temple. Let the teames’ers be fitted out
with at least one spare shirt, that they may
not be placed under the necessity of wearing
ene sbirt five or six weeks, and then leave the
work to go home it they are not supplied with
piore; this same remsrk will ap
also. Either send men that do not
or send them with a supply, that tLey may
pot come to me and tell me they will have to
leave the work if they are n.t supplied with
tobacco. Some of the bishops sent word if
1 would find the men from their wards tobacco
they would pay for it, which they have not
done, and yvu may expect that in the future
we aﬁall not find them in this article. We
expect these things to be found them, and
men sent who will take of :heir teams and
wagons, It is a heavy tax upon us to repair
unavoidable breakages; this we expect to do.
We have a pretly good road to the rock, and
if men will be careful in the management of
their teams they need not break wagons as
much as they have,

Oaq the heel of the teams going down to the
States for the poor, we want the teams ready
for the hauling of rock. 1 will make a sug-
gestion here, that the city be divided into ten
working wards, each ward to pay its tithing
labor punctually every tenth day, that we
may bave all the common labor we need on
labor titbing, and not be placed under the ne-
cessity of hireing labor with available means.
This tuthing labor can be done by the peopie
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ter. Great abuses are springinz up ameong
us for want of proper attention to the
business eof tithing labor wpon the public
works.

Sometimes men are found fault with be-
cause they spoil the work; they do mnot, for
instance, cut the stone to line, and do not
improve in their work as mvch as they should.
If any thing 1s said to those persous they feel
grouty, and as though they did not care whe-
ther they continued to work or pnot on the
public works; ‘ for,”” say they, “my work is
as good as the pay.”? Perhaps you do not
know what kind of pay you get. What does
the tithing office pay Lo the hands on the pub-
lic works? It pays money, it pays clotuing,
it pays good flour, and plenty of it, all that
the hands need; it pays vegetables of every
kind that is raised in these mountains, it pays
molasses, chickens, eggs, butter, beef and
pork, sume hay, and wood. I wish to ask if
this is not goud pay, and especially when you
consider that the public hands get all their
wages ani! more too; for in many instances |
they are tebiod on the books. They get all
they earn and more, unless they are more dili-
gent than some generally are, because we pay
high wages. These are facis that cannot be
trathfully denied. Men who work on the
public works should be satisfied and contented,
aud give their best ‘services, and try to im-
prove, and do the best they can; a good many
do this. Tuere is no place in the Territory
that pays better pay and better wages than is
jaid to the hands that work on the public
works, upon an average. If they can bett r
themselves, why do they not do il® Some
wouid quickly leave the public works in the
best season of the year for a few dollars iu
money, and in the winter, when employment
is scarce elsewhere, returntotie public works;
this is not righteous before God; men who do
tlis do not do their duty as BSaints. If any
person can do better than to te a Latter Day

and comfort and palvation in the world than
among
the world? And if after they come here th y
think they can enjoy themselves bet er some-
where else, why do they not go there instead
of staying here as grumblers in the kingdom
of Goi? Tae kingdom of God is as independ-

ént of all such men as the Lord bimself, and |P

it will be built up whether they assist in the
work or not.

I speak thus plainly that you may know
how we feel about such things, and that you
may realize that you are equally in'erested in
the building up of the kingdom of God as I
am, or as any body else It isas muh
your duty to come here and spend your {ime
as it is mine, whether you get anything for it

or not. I am no more interes'ed in building
up the temple than, any other Latter Day
Saint is. I am no more interested in builving
a new tabernacle than yougre; it is no more
{he business of the First Presidency or Twelve
Apostles than it is yours. This, however, may
need qualification; some feel a slothful inter-
est in it that we do not have. It is as much

in this city; but, you say, the bauling of rock | ¥ |
| well without it as

and sending teams to Lhe States takes up all
the tithing labor we owe. If this be so you
may call the hauliig of the roek and teams
going to the States a fiee-will offering if you
please. 1 care not bow you fix it. I know
there is a great poriion of the community who
care not much which way it applies. Those
who have t ams are the ones wno supply both
the hauling of rock for the temple and going
to the S ates. A great mass of the people do
pot do any labor of this kimd. Let the
Bishops in each ward look to it.and find out
who in their wards do not pay labor tithing
in sending teams to the States. We want Lhe
common labor on the block, this seaszon, to
excavate, to attend masons and do a variety
of work that is pecessary to be accomplished
for the building of our contemplated taberna-
ce. Letthere be an o ganization of the peo-
pie in order to bring a pertion of that labor on
this block.

The labor tithing of mechanics cannot be
settled by sendinz a person to work at a dol-
lar and a half a day if the bishop understands
his business. All our tradesmen make more
than a dollar and @ halfa day; they should
'?3 what their tenth day’s labor is worth.

¢ shoe makers can furnish boots and shors,
which can be used to 2 good advantage. If
there is an objection raised to paying the ma-
terial on labor tithing, it can be credited on
their property tithing. We would not wish
our tradesmen to leave their shops to work,
out their labor tithing in common labor with
the shovel, the pick, ete., for they would not
earn as much as a common laborer would who
daily follows this kind of labor. We want
them to pay their tithing in the kind of labor
they are constantly employed at, and the pro-
ducts of this we can place to an excellent use.
Common labor is more plentiful than mechan-
jeallabor.

| this sense; it is your privilege to aid us if you

our duty as ours, and I expect we can do 2s
you can. We, however,
expect to accomplish this work whether you
aid us or not; but we call upon the people in

feel willing to do so. We cxpect 10u to do as
vou shall be directed, and abide the law you
have enlisted to obey; this is your privilege.
We expect you wi'l guide your labors accord-
ing to the rule laid down for you to follow.
We wish to proceed with this labor immedi-
ately upon the close of this conference. Let
he mep who seek labor, seek it not so partie-
ularly for individual agurand zement as for the
interest of the kingdom of God. This work
will be am equal benefit to all if we will be
diligent and contented. There is no job men
can be engaged in that will pay balf as well.
Those who will cling to the faith, and work
on faithfully, diligently and bumbly, will be
the best off in the end. 1 do not care what
inducement is offered to them, there is no en-
terprise so remunerstive as the great enter-
prise in which we are engaged, or half so
profitable, though we may not realize all
things we desire or need at the present
moment as fully as we would like. Look at
the faithful laborer who is putting forth his
hand in building up the kinzdom of God, even
if it is connected with bringing the rocks from
the quarry, lamber and timber from the moun-
tains, ete.; that soul has peace and quiet
witbin, though in temporal matters compara-
tively destitute. But in this country no
person need suffer for 'he common necessaries
of life. It is not so in distant nations where
many of ue came from. Remember the ap-
peals that are made to us for assistance, for
starvation has entered their dwellirgs;itis
not so here. Do we realize the bleszings we
enjoy in contrast with those of our brethren
in distant countries? While we are doing all
we can to aid them; let us remember not to
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the kingdom of God, in answering to the calls
made upon us here.

No person can release us from the dutlies
that devolve upon us as individua's. We each
of us should shoulder our own respensibililies
and rejoice to embBrace the privilege of per-
forming the duties devo'ving upon us to do
good in the chu ch and kingdom of God in the
last days. 'Thisis an inestimable priviiege
which once neglected may never azain return,
No per=on should lose the op; ortunity of doing
good, if they do they will be sorry afterwards.
Look back upon your own history and experi-
ence in the church and kingdom of God, and
point out a single duty that has been manfully
and righteously performed, that does not to
this day bring to you a feeling of great satis-
faction and gratitude to the Almighty, that
you were call d upon to perform that duty,
and you are glad that you did perform it
faithfully before your God and your brethren.
I do not believe there is a single individua:
that has ever performed a single duty in the
chureh and kingdom of God but what is grate-
ful to the Almighty that thev had strength
and power and ability to perform that duty.
Theu so let it be in the future, whenever we
are called upon to perform a duty let us hasten
to perform 1t with a free and glad heart, and
with a ready band, doing it as it should be
done with all the wisdom, ability and power
that we can bring to bear on it, feeling grate-
ful to the Almighty for the privilegs, and we
sball bave joy and rejoicing iefnre the
heavens. This is the true light in which we
oucht to look at this matter. Thereisa
great labor before this people, it is a life time
work, and then it will be taken up by those
who will follow after us, who will co:tinue to
develop the things which the Almighty is try-
Ir g to establish upon the earth, the work of
the salvatio wof our dead, and the great
millenium,~ The work we are now doing is
preparatory to that work, and that work is
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ply to shoes ) §aint and abide the counsels given to them, | Preparatory to another that shall follow
use tobacco | why do they not do it? ~ If there is more peace | after.

- We will bui'd a new tabernacle of sufficient

better than they can be at present, and the
time probably is not far distant when wemay
commence to admin's'er fo- our dead. But
the dut'es of to-day, and all the work &nd
labor we are called upon to perform is pre-
aratory to sonething else; if we perform this
work faithfully it will tel in its place in the
due season and time of the Lord. Then let us
be faithful and never neglect the opportunity
of doing good when presented to us, be it
ever €0 small in our es imation. There is
nothing so small but what is necessary when
we are told te do it by those who preside over
ug. Small things reach to great things. We
cannot baptize for the dead without a font,
and we cannot get the gtone to build it of
without going to the stone quarries to get it.
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duced by disease and sickness to thé last ex-
tremity of human endurance. It was under

such circumstances as these that the brethren
started forth on their mission to England.

When they had gone a few miles they were
met by an old friend, who, on seeing their
sick and wan condition, inquired who bad
been robbing the burying ground, These are
:ircumatances which have passed into his-
ory.

What is cur condition now? We can hear
occasionaily from our brethren in England,
many of them who have been long years in
the church, saying to their children, I will
give you a little bit to eat, but when you get
to Zion, you can have as much as you want,
but now you must make this little do.” In
the cotton-spinning districts in Great Britain
there are thousands of such cases amoug per-
sons belonging to this chureh; they are rc-
duced to the last extremity of want, in conse-
quence of the great revolution in America.

We should not send E ders there to beg of
them a division of their scanty pittance, eor to
solicit aid in paying their passage back again
to America, or to give them sométhing e
carry home to their families; not at all. God
has given us possession of th's goodly land;
the labors of the brethren and the blessing of
God have caused it to bud and blossom as the
rose. Where deselation dwelt, now is the
abode of plenty. We are under no necessity
of sending forth the Elders of Israel in the
condition that we have hitheito had to doy in
fact, it would net be safe for a man tosbo ld-
er bhis valise and tramp th-ough the States as
the Elders used to de. Bloodshed, robbery,
murder, jav-hawking (a polite name for rob-
bery), s'alks abroad throughout the land, and
the only chance for safety is for every man te
pass along about his business and be silent;
this is the case in many parts of the country.

The fact that Joseph Smith predicted the
present trouble atid state of affaira—prophe-
sied the result of mobbing the Saints in Mis-

|

the Saints, why did they not stay in | dimensions to accommodate the people much | p

It looks a small thing to quarry rock and to
pick up the pebbles and cobble rock, or to

souri and elsewhere, enrages them; instead of
the fulfi'lment of that prophecy making the
eople of the country friendly to us, it makes
them bloodthirsty, more filled with hell; more
eager to waste and destroy and erush out the
last remaining partic'e of truth that may
exist on the face of the land.

Again, the places of our missionary laber
are a long distance away, and it is important
when an Elder leaves here that he should
commence the exercise of his calling at the
place he is destined to Jabor at the earliest
practical moment. A few dollars contributed
to this purpose will pass the Elders direct'y
to the fizlds of labor, to which they are ap-
FDEHlE{L P rbaps when a m ssionary gets to

taly, as my brother tells me, he would be
cordially received, and be treated to afew
honeysuckle leaves putinto some water,boiled,
seasoned with salt, and dished np for a meal.
A man could make a meal of this wi'h a loaf
of bread by the side of it, and a shank of the

take the spade and go end labor a sirgle day’s good Tithing-office beef to season it. Some
work, but those small matters form together|of the Elders have had cause to rejoice at re-

a grand whole in bringing to pass the

greal | ceiving from the hands of the poor and needy

purposes we are anticipating will come to|a small pittance of this kind; and, perhaps,

pass in the Lord’s due time. Then let us lis-
ten to, and respond to the ealls made upon us
by our Bishops, by our Presidents, by those
who are appointed to direct and govern and
control and shape our labor. It is the busi-
ness of thia people to build up this kingdom
in any channel and direction in which they
are cslled to Jabor. Let usabide these teach-
ings and calls, for in this we can attain an
exa'tation in the presence of our father in
heaven. Let us seek to be exalted therein

and enjoy eternal lives in the manrsions of the
blessed. This is mg
God help us to do these things ismy prayerin
Amen.
i

the name of Jesus:
REMARKS
By GEORGE A.SMITH, Bowery, April 6, 1;03.

[REPORTED BY G, D. WATT. ]
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I have been a witness for many years, to a
counsiderable extent, of the labors, toils and
exertions of the Elders of this church, 1|
bave rejoiced in the r. sult of their \abors and
the bles~ings which God hath bestowed upon
them. Though many, as has been observed,

{

'in foreign land-,

have failen out by the way, yet a large ma-
jority of the Elders of Israel who went in
early days to proclaim the gogpel are still in
our midst, or have died in the honorable dis-
charge of their duty, with promises of salva-
tion and et¢rpal life upon their he da.
Cireumstances have changed. When Pres-
idents Young, Kimball and others left Nau-
voo to go to England without purse or ecrip,
they left a few houseless, homeless people, a
great proportion of them gick, lying out of
doors, with no covering only the broad cano-
py of heaven on the banks of the Mississippi,
robbed of everything they possessed by the

benevolent Christians of the State of Missou-
ri, and driven away into Illinois, #nd from

J have been parti-ular in notieing this ma‘- |

slacken eur bands in endeavoring to build up |

exposure and over-excrtion and eufferivg rn—l

when the cold weather comes, these poor per-
sons may be found crawling among the sheep
to keep from freezing. We do not want to
take any donations at the hands of such peo-
ple, and where men are working for ten cents
per day and paying eight dollars per cord for
wood, we do net expect them to contridbute
much to the Elders. Such is the condition of
a great number of Saints 'n Sw.tzerland.

In relation to the families of the Elders at
home there is plenty in the land. IFf we have
listened readily to the call m de upon us to-

germon for to-day. May | day to donate to the support «f the missionary

inferest there will be no difficulty whatever.
The suggestion of placing in the hands of the
families of our misgionaries cotton, flax and
wool, ard the n.eans for them to work it up, is
very important; 1 recommend it e pecially te
our wool and flax growers in this country.
Remember this in your donatione; let tlLe
wives and daughters of our Elderr, some of
whom have been absent six out of eight yeara
have an opportunity ef
making some home-spua clothing and of fix-
ing up something that is comfortable to weer,

Let us be diligent in these matters and

thoughtful, and remember that when we do

these things, we participate in the blessinga
of snstaining the Elders who are preaching
the gospel to the nations of the earth, a great
duty which Joseph the Prophet of God haa
laid wpon this people. BMay God bless us te
aocomplish this work is my prayer: Amen,

SeveNTiEs’ ReEAapiNG Room.—We are re-
quested to state that the Reading Room »g

the Seventiea® Council Hall will be opea te
the public on Moandays and Thwredays of
sach week,between the houts of3and To'claok
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CHARLES GODFREY IS WANTED

To report imm~*dia‘ely at Prest. B, Yoas '

efliae,



