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had better have no oclase to teacw,
but keep golng around among all the
¢laBses of bis department. The tempta-
tion of falling into speculative theorie-
is already making ite appearance more
or less among puplle and teachers in
this department, and must be guarded
againet with much watchfulnees on the
part of the head tencher,

The subject of Dr. Maeser’s jecture
last evening was **The Theological De-
partment,** and the speaher paid:

I trust, my brethren and sisters, that
a8 on the former occuaelong, so I will
tonight have the benefit of your faith
and prayers, for your sake as well as
my own, that what iz spcken may
mevt the approbation of our Heavenly
Father, and that what {8 received may
be strengthened by the 8pirit of the
living God,

The subject for this coming evening
is the Theologionl Department. Thie
departent generally comprises two
gvlasses: one fur members of the Priest-
hood sud one for ladies; it is in
realily normal claeses for religious
workers” in Bunday wehools and the
varjous orders’ of the Gospel. [ wish
to forcibly impress upon the minde ot
my hearers the fact that the thevlogl-
chl claseer are intended to be nor-
mal clusees, for religious Instruc-
tion in the wvarious features of
tbe QGospel: Bunday schools, prima-
rles, mutual improvement assoclations,
religlous classer, missionaries at home
and abroad in all branches of the min-
latry. This broad conception has not
been underetood by many of our tbeo-
logital clarses which have been engaged
thus fur in mofe thevretical diseerta-
tions, expoundiugs and discursion of
princlipies, ductrines, and seripture.

A muormai course implies not only
theoretical but nleo practieal training,
The furmer, a8 already stated, has re-
ceived a partisl recognition, but the
Jatter has scatcely been thuught of,
Many of our lady theologioal classes
ha ve never looked upon their ciasses
as s normal theological class, but
rather a8 an advanced clase of tbe in.
termediate department, while thetruth
i the ladier sbould fix their minde
upon this point ns well as the brethren,
inorder to prepare themselves for their
portion of the ministry, Are not these
pleters expected to labor in the Pri-
mary, Y, L, M. . I. A, a3 teachers in
the Bundey schools, as instructors in
our religlon.ciasees? Of course; and sl
this work requires preparativn in a
certaln amount of pormal training
until this whole people become a penple
of teachersand trainers, which will be
but the beglnning of making us what
we ought to be—the wisest, the best,
the purest people on the face of the
earth. We have but commenced. [t
makes no difference bow high the
mountain top we have to climb—no
difference bow cloge to the foot of that
mouniein we mARYy now be; we have
got to climb to that mountain top step
by step, rieing altitude after altitude,
unti} this people come up to the sum-
mit, where they may ull commune
witb Jehovah as Moses did. There
was 8 limn when Mose: mournfully
¢xclsimed, “Would to God that all
Israel were prophets;?” but thatsame
Lerael remnlped at the foot of tbe
mountaln and were stricken with fear
snd fled when God's majesty revealed
itaolf to Mores, But the day has now
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come wnen we have gol to rise upon
the mountain height to commune with
our Father in Heaven, Rnd we bave to
teach these things to our young.

The f“Guide’ furnishes us a sug.
gestive outline of some theoretical
work before s theological oclase, to
which I may be permitted to add some
additional suggestions, as followe:

After about half an hour has been
spent in the course suggested in the
Hylde,” each of the two named
clnsses of this departmernt should take
up the coneideration of the work or
wome of the above named branches of
the latter day wotk and have some one
previously appointed for the pyrpose
make some opening remarkason the sub-
Jjeot, followed by questions wnd addition-
al remarks by members of tbe clasa.
Person should be appointed from the
clage to speak on a given subject for
the following Bunday, After he has

\finished speaking. bringing to bear all

references from Church avd historical
data, and (ully explaining the mean-
ing and besring of each gquotation on
the subject, then questions should be
asked,as some pethaps may havediffer-
ent jdeas and suggestions to offar,
These questions and remarke should
come under ‘‘additional remarka?’?’?
heading, But we have here to be very
careful, extremely cureful, that there
should be no debating; because God’s
Holy Bpirit in never in such proceed-
inge,

[ts should be understood by every

Ione entering the class as & member

that he is expected v respond willlng-
ly to any c¢all made upon him by
the tuperintendent of the Bunday

school to aet as asubstitute for an
abeent teacher. [ wish to jllus-
trate this by an iIncident. In
my vieits to a certaln Bundasy

echool I found six teuchers abeent
nnd the classes left to take care of
themselves. [ apked the superintend-
ent if there was a theologioal claes.
©Qh, yes, we have a beautifu] class—
they are doing fine, they are doing a
fine work.” ““Why don®t you call on
some of the membere of that ciass as
teachers? The children are playing
and pome are doiug nothing. One of
thie most dangerous things a cbild can
Jo is ‘nothing.’ 'This must be zuarded
agaiust,” ‘“*Well, Brother Maeser,?
raid the superiutendent, ‘‘they wont
leave their theclogical class—tbey are
80 interested tbey wont ecvme for “me,
for love or money,”” 8aid I, “Would
you give me permission tv go and
épeak my mind to them ? **
#0Oh, certalnly, that is what we expect
of you.” I went, listened to the very
interesting exercise—questions and
answers and pointe upen the *“Bermon
on the Mount,?” The teacher was
well Infyrmed and handled the subject
in an exceilent manner, |he plams
numbereg about fifty young men and
women. After he got through the ex-
ercire the teacher asked me (0o apeak
upon the subject in bhand, ‘“*Tbank
you,'? I said, *“but you will pardon me
—I would like to say something else,’?
8o I enid: *My brethren and sisters of
the theological class—I have listened
with interest to the exercise this morn-
ing. But [ come here to show you
some principles which you seem to be
neglecting, Thue far you have ful-
fillei not yet one-balf of the object
you came here fur. Here you are
sitting Bunday after Bunday, being

instructed — whbat for? Prepsaring
youreelves for active work inthe King-
dom of God—for any enlling made
upon you? But your superintendent
telle e that you will not reepond to
hie request to teach the children who
are withoutteachers. *‘I don’t care,’?
I eaid, **how much of the Gospel you
learn, if you fail to reepond to the call
of your teacher your learning ls a fal]-
ure. As long as you are unwilling to
respond to those in authority, I care
not how much learning you may have
on the theory of the Kingdom of God,
it will not weigh much before the
Lord. You have not learped the first
letter of the alpbabet of the Kingdom
of God—obedience to the cail of the
servants of God. Let us be faith-
tul in emall things first and we may
be worthy to respond to greater things.
If the superintendent needs a teacher,
youshould consider yourselves honore&
with the privilege of responding. Al-
wnys manifest your willingness to re-
spond. You will bethe grinera by so
doing. You will gain the confidence of
the cbildren and be strengthened In
tbe Glespel.

This will illustrate the wleslon of
the Theological Clasa.

[f new comers come into the clasp,.
let it be underetood that tbey are will-
ing torespond to any call made upon
them hy the superintendent. This is
what they are there for. All should
enter thal cluse
do good—to labor
be * wanted, If
case, we would pot hear of so
msny sad rcases, 8O many
branches and sesociations dying out;
we would ree more young men Ibp
Bunday school. Members of this class
should take turns in vieiting the differ-
ent ¢lasees in school, also other schools,
to become acquainted with the work-
ings of the same,-and if called upun
they will then be efficient to respond.

when they may
this were the

Ench memuber should make it a point

to take a practioal Interest in ali the
varjpus thenloxical organizativns of our
Church and obtain a tborough know-
lege of their operations, in order to
quality himsell to become a practical
worker, which is one of the objects
and alms of a thevlogical class in cur
Sunday schools.

Qur Bunday schools have been es-
tablished by divive inspiration, by the
word of God. It is a sacred, it ls =
holy work, ltmay be aomewhat i-.-
neficient, and may be compared with
the emall ditch made to recelve the
water from Lthe mountains, as it runs;
it ie distributed In the garden unotil it
renchuos every Ltree and sbrub
in the garden. But sometimes =a
heavy ficod comes, and these ditches
are too nmall to contain the water, and
it comes rushing alonyg, overflowing
tbe ditches and destruction sweeps
along with it. Therefore greater prc-
vislone have to be msde (o foreslall
such a calamity, This is coming
upon us now, There was A timne when
our Sunsay schools were sufficient,and

r

witb the epirit to -

they would be pow I parents
would have given their Bsupport
to them, if teachers had been -

prompt and obedlent, and at their
posts. But today we are under differ-
ent circumstances. Thereis n tlood of
infldelity, of evil influence, crowding
upon usd, bearing heavily upon the
vouth from every side. It le o mighty
flood, and the Bunday schools alone



