
16 THE DESERET WEEKLY
had better have noDO class to leacu
but keep going around among all the
elmesclasses of his department the tempta-
tion of fallingfailing into speculative thearle
Isid already making its appearance more
or lea among pupils and teachers in
this department and must be guarded
against with much watchfulness on the
part of the bead teacher

the subject of dr masseraMaMaseserasers lecture
last evening was the theologicalhe de-
partmentpart ment and the speaker said

I1 trust my brethren and sisterssister that
as on the former occasions so I1 will
tonight have the benefit of your faith
and prayers for your sake as well asan
my own that what isin spoken may
meet the approbation olourof our heavenly
father and that what IsIR received may
be strengthened by the spirit of the
living god

the subject for this coming evening
Jsis the theological department this
department generally comprises two
classesclaseef one for members of the priest-
hood and one for laladiesdiet it lain in
reality normal classes for religious
workworkersersInin sunday schools and the
various bordereorders of the gospel I1 wish
to forcibly impress upon the minds of
my hearers the fact that the theologi-
cal classes are intended to be nor-
mal

dor-
mal classes for religious instruc-
tion in the various featuresfeature of
the gospel sunday schools prima-
ries mutual improvement associations
religious classes missionaries at home
and abroad in all branches of the min-
istry this broad conception hasbu not
been understood by many of our theo-
logical classes which have been engaged
thus farinfar in motemore theoretical disserta-
tions expound ings and discuEdiscussionsion of
principles doctrines and scripture

A normal course implies not only
theoretical but also practical training
the former as already stated has re-
ceived a partial recognition but the
latter has scarcely been thought of
many of our lady theologicaloal classes
have never looked upon their classes
as a normal theological class but
rather as an advanced class of the in-
termediatetermediate department while the truth
is the ladies should fix their minds
upon this point as well as the brethren
in order to prepare themselves for their
portion of the ministry are not these
sisters expected to labor in the pri-
mary Y li M 1I A as teachers in

as
our religion classesolae see of course and all
this work requires preparation in a
certain amount of normal training
until this whole people become a peopleper pie
of and trainers which will be
but the beginning of making us what
wroughtwe ought to be the wisest the best
the purestrest people on the face of the
earth we have but commenced it
makes no difference howbow high the
mountain top we have to climb no
difference how close to the foot otof that
mountain we may now be weive have
got to climb to that WOUDmountaintRin top step
by step rising altitude after altitude
until this people come up to the sum
mit where they may all commune
with jehovah as moses did there
wasawas a time when moses mournfully
exclaimed would to god that all
israel were prophet but that same
israel remained at the foot of the
mountain and were stricken with fear
and fled when godsgod s majesty revealed
itself to moses but the day has now

come when we have got to rise upon
the mountain height to commune with
our father in heaven and we have to
teach these things to our young

the guide furnishes us a sug-
gestive outline of some theoretical
work before a theological classclasp to
which I1 may be permitted to add some
additional suggestions as follows

after about half an hour has been
spent in the course suggested in the
guldeguide 22 each of the two named

classes of this department should take
up the consideration of the work of
some of the above named branches of
the latter day work and have some one
previously appointed for the ppurposepose
make some opening remarks on the sub

eject followed by questions and addition-
al remarks by members of the csclass
person should be appointed from the
class to speak on a given subject for
the following dundayki after hebe has
finished speaking bringing to bear all
referencesreference from church audand historical
data and fully explaining the mean-
ing and bearing of each quotation on
the subject then questions should be
askenas some may haveddiner
ent ideas and suggestions to offer
these questions and remarks should
come under additional remarks 22

beading but we have here to be very
careful extremely careful that there
should be nodo debating because godsgod s
holy spirit is neverdever in such proceed-
ings

its should be understood by every
one entering the clawclass as a member
that he is expected to respond willing-
ly to any call made upon him by
the of the sunday
school to act as for an
absent teacher I1 wish to illus-
trate this by an incident in
my visits to a certain sunday
school I1 found six teachers absent
and the classes left to take care of
themselves I1 asked the superintend-
ent if there was a theological class
oh yes we have a beautiful class

they are doing fine they are doing a
fine work why dondontdonitit you call on
some of the members of that class as
teachers the children are playing
and some are doing nothing one off
the most dangerous things a child can
do laIs nothing 1I this must be guarded
against well brother maeser
raidpaid the superintendent they wont
leave their theological class they are
soBO interested they wont come for me
for love or money 22 said 1I would
you give me permission to go and
speak my mind to themhem JIPf

ohob certainly that laIs what we expect
of you I1 went listened to the very
interesting exercise questions and
answers and points upon the sermon
on the mount 12 the teacher was
well informed and handled the subject
in an excellent manner I1 he class
numbered about fifty young men and
women after he got through the ex-
ercise the teacher asked weme to speak
upon tbthe subject in hand thank
you I1 lidsaid but you will pardon me

1I would like to say something else
so I1 said my brethren and sisters of
the theological classiclass I1 have listenedlislened
with interest to the exercise this morn-
ing but I1 come here to show yyiuu
isomeborne principles which you seem to be
neglecting thus far you have ful-
filled not yet one half of the object
you came here furfor here you are
sitting sunday after sunday being

instructed what for prepreparingparing
I1

yourselves for active work in the king
dom of god for any calling made
upon you but your superintendent
tells me that you will not respond to
his rtr quest to teach the children who
are without teachers 1 I dont care 1

I1 said how much of the gospel you
learn if you fall to respond to the call
of your teacher your learning toIs a fail-
ure As long as you are unwilling to
respond to those in authority I1 care
not how much learning you may have
on the theory of the kingdom of god
it will not weigh much before the
lord you have not learned the fifirstrat
letter of the alphabet of the kingdom
of god obedience to the call of the
soriservantsants of god let us be faith-
ful in small things first and we may
be worthy to respond to greater things
if the superintendentsuperia needs a teacher
you should consider yourselves honored
with the privilege of responding al-
ways manifest your willingness to re-
spond you will be the gainers by so
goingdoing you will gain the confidence of
the children and be strengthened in
the gospel

this will illustrate the mission of
the theological class

if newcomersnew comers come into theclathe classsr
lotlet it be understood that they are will
ing to respond to any call made upon
them by the superintendent this is
what they are there for all should
enter that class with the spirit to
do good to labor when they may
be wanted if this were the
casecame we would not hearbear of so
many sad easescasee so many
branches and associations dying out
we would eeteet more young men in
sunday school members of this class
should take turns in visiting the differ-
ent classes in school also other schools
to become acquainted with the work-
ings of the same and if called upon
they will then be efficient to respond
each member should make it a point
to take a practical interest in all the
various theological organizations of our
church and obtain a thorough know
lege of their operations in order to

qualify himself to become a practical
worker which is one 0off the objects
and almsaims of a theological elmsclaes in our
sunday schools

our sunday schools have been es-
tablished by civile inspiration by the
word of bod it is a sacred it tois a
holy work may

and maybemay be compared with
the small ditch made to receive the
water from the mountain as it runsrune
it isie distributed in the garden until itic
reachesreach ea every tree and shrubeh rub
in the garden but sometimes a
heavy flood comes and thesethen ditches
are too small to contain the water and
it corneacomes rushing along overflowing
the ditches and destruction sweeps
along with it therefore greater pre-
visions have to be made to forestall
such a calamity this is coming
upon us now there was a time when
our sunday schools were sufficient andana
they would be now if patentsparents
would have given their susupport
to them if teachers had been
prompt and obedient and at their
posts but today we are under differ-
ent circumstances there is a flood ofbf
infidelity of evil influence crowding
upon us bearing heavily upon the
youth from every side it is a mighty
flood and the sunday schools alone


