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“rticles of faith, creeds they are call-
€d in some instances, and disciplines
In others, and so on.. What are the
objects of these? They are not reve-
lation; God had nothing to do with
giving them, men wrote them out
of their own uninspired hearts, but
they were all very careful to take u
the ideas inculcated in the days of
King James, namely, that the sixty-
six books of the Old and New Testa-
ment were to be their rule of faith,
and be their guide and nothing else
was to be received as inspired. Oh,
how blind! If they did but know it
these very declarations in these ar-
ticles and creeds would cut them off
from all authori But they were
Jjust simple enough to receive such a
false doctrine; just simple enough to
accept their want of authorit
before God; and thus by their
own q.ﬂknuwfedghent, by their own
printed works they iprove to the
whole world that God did not estab-
lish their churches, that God did not
establish among them the ancient
order of things; for the ancient
church of the living God was never
destitute of the spirit of revelation.
If the TLord had left us in this
condition, we would have been wan-
dering in darkness to this day. The
people who are here assembled, this
afternoon, would be no better oft
than the Protestant denomination
no better off than the Greek an?i
Roman Catholi¢ Churches that have
existed from generation ‘to genera-
tion, during many long centuries of
apostacy. But God, having looked
upon the darkness that covered the
earth, and the minds of the people,
having lookedvupon the dpeople that
were honest in heart, and seeing the
dilemma in which they were placed
—without inspiration, without any
knowledge that comes from heaven
in their day, without any one who
has the right and the authority from

heaven to tize—concluded to full-
fil that which was predicted by the
ancient apostles, namely, to gend an
angel to the inhabitants of the
earth. It was a long time for the

earth to be left without angels. Per-
haps some of you may inquire,
“Why did the Lord leave the peo-
ple so long? Why did so many gen-
erations pass away, and no Church of
Christ on the earth; ne prophets, no
revelators, etc.?” It was because of
the apostasy of the people; and then
after the apostasy commenced, near
the close of the' first century, they
killed off’ the apostles, prophets and
revelators—killed off the Saints who
émbraced the true gospel, and the
world bécame so exceedingly wicked
and corrupt that the Lord did not
see proper to send them any other
m . But perbaps you may in-
quire, must all those people who
have lived s0 many generations ago,
go down to an endless perdition in
the eternal worlds, because no one
had authority on the earth to ad-
minister gospel ordinances to them?
No; the I is more just than this.
Every man and every woman that
has not had the privilege of hearing
the gospel in this life, preached by
one holding divine authority, will
have the opportunity of hearing it
i: the world to cnmfee; 80 ttl;lat 'theff
no partiality, so far as the preach-
ing of the gospel is conecerned. But,
says one, there is a little partiality,
it seems to me; for some have the
ﬁﬁ vilege of hearing the lin this
fe, instead of waiting till the next,
Buat the Lord 'in Jooking upon' the
various generations upon the earth,
Jjudges after this wise: that when a
le become so darkened, through
their own apostacy, through their
own wickedness, through their shed-
ding the blood of righteous men, the
Lord sees proper, because of this,
to make them wait. If the
true authority had been revealed,
during the time of the administra-
tion of these corrupt men, the gospel
would have been banished in
from the earth. For instance, if
God had sent theangel in the second
century of the Christian era, to re-
new his church on the earth, what
would have been the consequence?
There ' would have been no
place wupon  all the face of
the globe, where the ple
would have suffered such a church
to exist. ' If he had sent the angelin
the third century, or in the fourth,
or in any of the centuries inferven-
ing, before religious liberty was es-
tablished, the consequence would
have been the shedding of the blood
of apostles,prophets and saints again,
and in order that they might not
bring upon themselves this
condemnation the Lord saw that it
was far better to postpone the send-
ing of the angel, until he should
prepare, among the political govern-
ments of the earth, a nation where
the ehurch could exist, and have a
little of safety, And even

great

earth, having the wisest laws, laws
that are calculated, if put into exe-
cution, to protect all religious de-
nominations, lawsfounded upon jus-
tice and principles of equity—even
in our nation, it has been just as
much as the Lord could do, witheout

P | destroying the agency of man to get

thia Church once more established
on the earth. See what persecution
has attended it! See what hatred!
See the Saints fleeing before infu ri-
ated mobs; men, women and chil-
dren, murdered;prophets, patriarehs,
apostles and revelators martyred.

e Saints could scarcely find a
resting place for the soles of their
feet, after all the pre tion that
was made by the establishment of a
great and free government. No won-

Y | der, then, that the Lord did not be-

gin it two or three centuries azo; no
wonder that he did not nit in
the days when Catholicism and the
Greek church had universal sway
over the eastern continent. °~ The
Chureh of the living God, if it had
been established then, would have
been immediately rooted out from
the earth; and great would havebeen
the condemnation resting upon the
nations if such had been the case. But
now it lives. Circumstances have
changed, and though the saints have
been driven from their homes, and
from their farms, though they have
been persecuted, and the lives of
many of the Saints destroyed, and
their hets put to death, yet, not-
withstandimg all this the Lord has
preserved his Church, until the pre-
sent time. Fifty years have rolled
away, and upwards since the Lord
commenced this great work.

Now, then, a few words on the
future. Years are to come, as Bro-
ther Angus Cannon said to me while
sitting on the seat this morning.
He came to me, and I mentioned to
him that this Jast year was my
fiftieth in the Chureh—in other
words —that I had been in ‘he
Chureh fifty years. A peculiar kind
of answer was made by Brother
Cannon. Said he, ““Brother Pratt,
I'hope you niay have millions of
days'or anniversaries of your birth-
%y.}” I l:h}mgked him Ery much.

ell,now, let me begin to speak up-
on this subject. God has promised
eternal life to his children. “That
whosoever believeth in him should
nos perish but have eternal life.”
Now, I can see a consistency in the

| ed within

good wishes of Brother Cannon,'of ages that are to come. Eternal'

upon this subject. I hope for eternal
lii')ﬂ‘::,n I have had this hﬂpe
for “the last fiifty years. IfI
obey the commandments of heaven,
if I receive his sayings, and abide in
his word, 1 hope never to die, as it is
romised in the New Testament.
ut, says one, did not Jesus die?
and he ketrﬁls allof his Fatherssayings.
Did not the'apostles die? and they
kept the Fathers words. And were
not all the ancient Saints sub-
ject to death? And they kept
the sayings of the Lord." Yes,
they suffered ' what is termed the
death of the body. There is, how|
ever, quite a difference between the
death of the outward tabernacle,and
the death of the spirit. In other
words, the spirit that God has plae-
the tabernable will live
forever, and those who have the op-
portunity of dwelling in the next
world, in light, in glory and in a
fullness ‘of ha})]?ineaa, get what is
fermed eternal life; there is no end
to it. - Consequently it cannot be ex-
ressed fully in the language of
rother Cannon, that millions of
such anniversaries might be enjoy-
ed. But there is something sfill
ter in the expression of eternal

life, than that of a few millions of
years. It is something that has no
end. It may have a beginning. A
person may begin fo exist in this
fleshly tabernacle as [ commenced
my existénce here on this earth
sixty-nine years ago to-day. That
was the beginning of my existence
here in this world; but there is such
a thing as a person having a begin-
ning to' his existence in the flesh,
and yet have no end. ' Those per-
sons that were ftranslated in the
twinkling of an eye in ancient days
did not have a separation of body
and spirit. They ‘were changed;
they were, by the power of Almigh-
ty God, wrought upon instantane-
ously; they were changed from mor-
tality to immortality; but still retain
their flesh and bones. Now, I would
ask, is there any end to their im-
mortal tabernacles ' when thus
changed? There is a beginning but
no end, ' Their spirits ‘are combined
with their bodies forever. I have
this hope. You Latter-day Saints
have the same hope, so far as eternal
life is concerned. You expect it, |
you pray for it, you desire to have a
life that is endless; figurésare unable

God unto the human family. There
are many gifts of God, but this is
the greatest of all. In the first place,
God has given his Son to die for the
human family. What a great gift!
If it had not'been for this gift of our
Heavenly Father to the inhabitants
of our fallen world, the consequence
would 'have been that we should
have had eternal'death. What are we
to understand by the term eternal
death,supposing that there had been
no atonement made? What is the
meaning of the term? Could you
multiply figures enough if you were
to take the figures that are now in
use and extend them in a line—ex-
tend them in a series so that the-
figures themselves would be as nu-
merous as the particles of the globe
—would that express eternal life? or
would it express the duration of
eternal death, provided there had
been no atonement? No; it cannot
be expressed. Hence the atonement
of our Savior, which is the gift of
God to the fallen inhabitants of this
creation, lies at the foundation of all
the other gifts given unte the chil-
dren of men. It is because of this
gift that we are permitted to repent
of our sins. How could there have
beeh an individual upon all the face
of the globe who could have repent-
ed, provided there had been no
atonement? Hence you see that
repentance is the gift of God, pur-
chased by the atonement. -Again,
could baptism have been a holy ordi-
nance if it had no saving power in it?
Could it have been for the remission
of sins, had it not been for the blood
of the atonement? No. Baptism,
then, is a gift to the children of men
as well as repentance. Would the
laying on of the hands have hadany
effect upon any person of the human
family in bestowing the gift of the
Holy Ghost had there been no atone-
ment?  No. Then that is also a gift
—the gift of God to man, that his
servants should lay their handsupon
baptized believers, and that t
should be baptized with the Hely
Ghost and with fire. Could we'have
been permitted to partake eof the
Lord’s Bupper with any effect what-
ever? No. Then i¢ is also a gift of
‘God unto man. And thus we may
go through all the ordinances, that
(God ordained from before the foun-
dations of the world unto the present

to express the endless duration

time, and allof them can "be called
the gitts of God unto man on condi-

life is said to be the greatest gift of |

tions,and some of them without con-
ditions." The atonement came with-
out any eondition on the part of man.
It was without repentance, without
faith on the part of man. The atones:
ment was something given through
the pure love of God to fallen man,
without any aect of works on

the part of man. There are some of
the blessings, then, that God has
ordained for the fallen inhabit-

ants of eur globe which eome inde--
pendent of our works,and this is one
of which I have been speaking.
Would there have been any light or
| intelligenee, or goodness ‘or happiv
ness, to be en. of by fallen
man, if ithad not been for théatone~-
ment? None at all; there could have
been no righteousness. But then,
all the other® gifts that we re-~
ceive are through works, and by
faith and works combined, and it is
because of the distinction between
these two separate gifts that many
of the inhabitants of the earth have
erred. Some of them profess to
believe that " they can  obtain
all the gifts of God without
works, because of some of the say-
ings of the ancient apostles; while
others consider that works must be
combined with faith., Now both of

| these ideas are true when taken in

their true light. IEternal life is
among all those gifts that are prom-
ised of God; such as the gift of re-
Een_tanm, baptism, ' laying on of

ands, ete. All these are not to be
compared with the greatness of the
gift called eternal life. I hope that
all the Latter-day Saints under the:
sound of my veice may attain to
%gff the greatest of all the gifts of
- Now, I wish, before taking my
seat to bear my testimony before the
Beople here assembled. I.do know

y the power of God, by the shed-
ding forth of the Holy Ghost upon
my heart, by the revelations of the:
- [)irit,hy the many manifestations of
the goodness of God to me,I do know

y | that God has sent his angel from

heaven. I do know that he has
raised up the great latter-day king-
dom icted by Daniel. I doknow
that he has called apostles and pro-
phets; that he has sent forth his ser-
vants divinely commissioned, with
power from on high, to declare to the
nations of the earth the great and
last me of merey wunto the in-
habitants thereof,to prepare all those

that are willing to prepared, for
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DURYEAS’

FOR SALE BY CROCERS GEMERALLY.

: | RECIPE BOOK will be sent, post-prid, to any
our mation, the best nation on the| @ O=sevw Al b

bove Fac-Similes of Medals _
'nr'll.::h;;i the ::rmus consideration of all who want the best and most economical: each medal represents a
separate Board of Scientific and Disinterested Jurors. No greater evidence of supenonty can
pussib'y be submitted. - Comments of the manufacturers can add nothing thereto.
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~  CENTENNIAL

In addition to Medals, many

Philadelpkia, Brussels, And at

Paris, Havre, American Institufe,

London, Netherlands, Baltimore Institute,

Hamburg, N. So. Wales, So. Carvlina Institute,

Cologne, Lond. Annsual, Franklin Institute,
Cape Touwn, Penn. Institute,

Ao at Fairs of States and Couniies.

And In every Instance of Competition
n Unbroken Record of

Success.

ational Board of Jurors only,

But as many such Verdicts as there are Hn&nl_l here shown, that

RYEAS’ STARCH

Is the Best in the World,

. .AS SUCH RECEIVED

Highest Prize Nedals at International Exhibitions

EXPOSITION.

PDiplomas have been received.

The following are a few of the characterizing terms of award: at

London, 1882, fm; Fullu'
PH”!, 1867,

Paris, 1878,

Centennial, 12876,"*
Brussels, 1876, for
Franklin Inst., Penn.

“EXCEEDINCOLY EXCELLENT." ,
U PERFECTION OF PREPARATION,'

# BEST PRODUCTION OF ITS KIKD.
“ UOTABLE OR ABSOLUTE PURITY.”

S EEMARKABLE EXCELLENCE.”

4 rFCR SUPERIOR MERIT, not alone as being

THE BEST OF THEZ KIND EXHIGITED, but as

The Best Known to Exist In the
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Market of American Production.”
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THE COLD MEDAL AT PARIS EXPOSITION, 1878. .

Try it. Gives a Beantiful White and

'DURYEAS’ SATIN GCLOSS STARCH,

Finish, basides renders Fabrics very Durable.

No other Starch so easily used, or so Economical

wfactured greatly improved process, from the best selected Indian Com,
o s :.nd warranied perfectly pure.
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iIMPROVED CORN STARCH, X

BE SURE '“DURYEAS’'” IS ON EVERY PACKAQE. _
WM. DURYEA, Ceneral Agent, 20, 31 and 33 Park Place, New-York
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