
27 tweTHE DESERET eilell
of faith creeds they are call-

ed in some instances andind disciplines
laln others and so on what are the
objects ofaf these they are not reve-
lation god had nothing to do with
giving them men wrote them out
of their own uninspired hearts but
they were all very careful to take up
the ideas inculcated in the daydayssotof
king james namely that the sixty
siksix books of the old and new testa-
ment were to be their ruierule of faith
and be their guide and nothing else
was to be received as inspired oh
how blind if they did but know it
these very declarations in these ar-
ticles and creeds would cut them off
fromflom all authority but they were
just simple enough to receive such a
falsefaise doctrine just simple enough to
accept their want of authority
beforebedore god and thus by their
own bbyT their own
printed works theytheyo prove to the
whole world thabthat god did not estab-
lish their churches that god did not
establish among them the ancient
order ofdf things for the ancient
church of the living god was never
destitute of the spirit of revelation

if thetatheIAthe biordord had left us in this
condition we would have been wan-
dering in darkness to this day the
people who are here assembled this
afternoon would be nomo better botoft
than the protestant denominationsdenominationsr
nano better off than therthem areekgreek andandromankoman Cathcatholicolid churches tha
existed eromfrom generation to genera-
tion during many long centuries of
apostasyapostacy but god having looked
upon the darkness that covered the
earth and the minds of the people
having lookedupon the people that
iverelverewere honest in heart and seeing the
dilemma in which they were placed

without inspiration without any
knowledge that comes from heaven
in theirtheir day without anyoneanyans one who
hashns tthe rightaright and the authority from
heavenweaven to baptize concluded to full
filIII that which was predicted by tbthee
ancient apostles namely to send an
angelandel again to theth a ininhabitantshabl tan ts of thethe
earth it was a lonloulongiongg time for the
earth to be left without angels per-
haps some of you may inquire

why did the lord leave the peo
longjong why did so many gen-

erationseratenat ionslons pass away aldnoandaudno church of
christ on the earth no prophets no
revelatorsrevelatoryrevenevelafors etc 11 awasit was because of
the apostasy of the people and then
after the apostasy commenced near
the closecibe of the first century ththeyey
killed off the apostles prophetsphetsandand
revelatorsrevelatory killed off tthe saintsints whowillu
embraced the true gospel and the
world became so exceedingly wicked
and corrupt that the lord did notfiot
seeSeepproperropertoto send them anany other
message but perhaps you may in-
quire must all those people who
have lived so many generations hgoago
go down to an endless perdition in
the eternal worldscorids because no one
had authority on the earth to ad-
minister gospel ordinances to them
averyyo0 thoitholjord is moremor justejust than thisevery man and every woman that
has not had the privilege of bearinghearing
the gospel 1in thistins life preached by
one holdingholdin divine authority will
have the opportunity0 of hearing it
inin the worldworld to come BOso that there
bisnois no partiality so far as the preach-
ingindofof the gospel is concerned but
sasaysroneyoneone there is a little partiality
it seems to me for bomegome havenave the
privilege ofhearing the gospel in this
life instead of waitingwalting till the next
but the lord in looking upon the
various generations upon the earth
judges after this wise that when a
people become so darkened throughh
their own through their
own wickedness through their shed-
ding the blood of righteous men the
ludabd sees proper because of this
totootoj make them wait if thetile
true authority had been revealed
during the time of the administra-
tion of these corrupt menmen the gospel
would have been banished again
from the earth bokfor instance if
goddadgod had sent the angel in the second
century of the christian era to re-
new his church on the earth what
would have been the consequence
theretheire would have been no
place upon all the face1 of
the globe where the people
would have summeredsuffered such a church
coexistto exist if he had sent the angel in
the third century or in the fourth
or ananyin any of the centuries interven-
ing before religious liberty was es-
tablished the consequence would
have been the shedding of the blood
of apostles prophets and saints again
and in orderorden that they might not
bringbling upon themselves this greatbredt
condemnation the lord saw that it
was far better to postpone the send r
ing of the angel until he should
prepare among thetiie political govern-
ments of the earth a nation where
the church could exist3 and have a
little degree of safety and even
our nation the best nation on the

earth having the wisest laws laws
that are calculated if put into exe-
cution
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to protect all religious de-
nominations laws foundedpounded upon jus-
tice and principles of equity even
in our nation it has been just as
much as the lord could do without
destroying the agency of manmari to get
his church once more established
on the earth see what persecution
has attended it seebee what baTiatredtiedseeseo the saints fleeing before infuri-
ated mobs men wowomenhenmen and chil-
dren patriarchs
apostles and revelatorsrevelatory martyredmartyred
the saints could scarcely find a
resting place for the soles of their
feet after all the preparation that
was made by the establishment of an
great and free government no won-
der thentheli that the lord did not bo-
gin

be-
gin it two or three centuries agoago no
wonder that he did not begin it in
the days when catholicism and the
greek church had universal sway
over the eastern continent the
church of the living god if it had
been established then would have
been immediately rooted out from
the earth and great would have been
the condemnation resting upon the
nations ifsuch had been the case but
now it lives circumstances have
changed and though the saints havehate
been driven from their homes and
from their farms though they have
been persecuted and the lives of
many of the saints destroyed and
their prophets put to death yet not-
withstanding all this the lord has
preserved his church until therthe pre-
sent time fifty years have rolled
away and upwards since the lord
commenced this great work

now then a few words on the
future years are to come as bro-
ther angus cannon said to me while
sitting on the seat this morning
he came to me and I1 mentioned to
him that this last year was my
fiftieth in the churchchurell in other
words that I1 had been in he
church niftyfifty years A peculiar kind
of answer was made by brother
cannon said he brother pratt
IhoI1 hope you may have millions of
baslbaysorar anniversaries of your birth-
day I1 thanked him very much
weilWell now let me begin to speak up-
on thierthi subject awgod has promised
eternal life to his children habthathat
whosoever believethbelieveth in him should
notno perish but have eternal life
now I1 callcaricarseeearseecaiseei a consistency in thethel
ggood0od wishes of brother cannon

upon this subject I1 hopelioilo efforor eternal
life I1 have had athisthis hope
for the last flinty years if I1
obey the commandments of heavelinheaven
if I1 receive his sayings and abide in
his word I1 hope never to die as it is
promised in the newnow testamentrutieutibut says edidonedisoneon did not jesusjestis die
and hebe kept all ofhis fathers sayings
did nobnot thelthe apostles die and they
kept the fathers words and wwereereore
not aliall the ancienancientitt saints sub-
ject to death and they kept
the sayings of the lord yes

3they suffered what is termed the
death of the body there is how
ever quite a differencedifrerence between the
death of the outward tabernacle andaud
the death of thespirit in other
words the spirit that god has plac-
ed within the tabernable will live
forever and those who have the op-
portunityportunity of dwelling in the next
world in light in gloryglor and in a
fullness of happinesshappmess get what is
termed eternal life theirethere is noiao end
to it consequently it cannot be ex-
pressed fully in the latilanguageguage of
brother cannon that millions of
such anniversariesi might be enjoy-
ed butbut there is something still
greater in the expression of eternal
life than that of a few millionsmillious of
years it is something that has no
end it may have a beginning A
person may begin to exist in this
fleshly tabernacle as I1 commenced
my existence here on this earth
sixty nine yearsago to6todayday that
was the beginning of my existence
here in this world but there is such
a thing asag a person having a begin-
ningnin lo10 hishig existence in the flesh
anand yyetet have no end those per-
sons that were tralistranslated in theitwinkling of an eye in ancientanclent days
did not have a separation otof body
and spirit they were changed
they were by the power of almigh-
ty god wrought upon instantane-
ously they were changed from mor-
tality to immortality but still retain
their flesh and bones now I1 would
ask is there arialianyjk endeaid to their im-
mortal tabernacles when thusthug
changed there is a beginningbeghiniDg but
no end their eljispiritsr asareare combined
with their bodies forever I1 have
this hope you Latterday saintssaint
have thetho same hope sosofaifar has eternal
life is concernconcernededvede you expect it
you pray for it you desire to have a
life that is endless figures are unable
to express the endless duration
of agagesnes that are totd come eternal

life is said to be the greatest gift ofgod unto thehuman familfamily there
alemanyare many gifts of god but this is
the greatest of all in the first placegod has given his son to die for the
human family what a greatareat gift
if it hadbad not been dorthisfor this gift of our
heavenly father to thetha inhabitants
ofour fallen world the consequence
would havehavo been that we should
have had eternal death what areafe we
to understand hyby the term eternal

that there had been
no atonement made what is the
meaning of the term could you
multiply figures enough isyouif you were
to take the figures thattbt are now in
use and extend them in a line ex-
tend them in a series sokro that the
figures themselvesthemselveseive would be is nu
berous as the particles of theine globe

would that express eternal life or
would it express the duration of
eternal death provided there had
beehbeen no atonement no it cannot
be expressed hence the atonement
of our savior which is the gift of
god to the fallen inhabitants of this
creation lies at the foundation of all
theotherthe other gifts given unto the chil-
dren ofor men it is because of this
gift that we are permitted to repent
of our sins how could there have
beehbeen aian individual upon all the face
ofbf the globe who could have repent-
ed provided there had been no
atonement hence you see that
repentance is the gift of god pur-
chased bybythethe atonement again
could baptism have been a boholyly ardiI1 i

nancebance if it hadbad no saving power innitit
could it have been for the remission
of sinisins had it not been for the blood
of the atonement no baptism
then is a gift to the children of men
arwellas wellweli as repentance would the
laying on of the hands have had any
eeffectec upon anyan person of the human
familfamily in bestowing the gift of the
holyrolyholrol ghosthostbost had there beenno atone-
ment no then that is alsoawa a gift

the gift of god to man that hishia
servants should lay their handshailds upon
baptized believers and that they
should be baptized with the holy
ghost and with fire could haave
been permitted to partake of the
lords supper with any effect what-
ever no then it is also a gift of
god unto man and thus we may
go through all the ordinances that
god ordained from before the fabunfoun-
dations of the world unto the present
time and adlofailall of them can be called
the gifts of god unto man on condicondl

tionsand some of them without con-
ditionsdit ions 4 the atonement camocame with-
out any condition on the part ofman
etwasit was without repentance without
faith on the part of man the atone-
ment was something givengairen through
thethel purepurel love of god tota fallenfailen man
without any act of good works on
the part of man there are some of
the blessings then that god has
ordainordaineddd for the fallen inhabit
ants of our globe which come inde-
pendent of our worksand this is oneione
of which I1 have been speaking
would there have been any light or
Intelliintelligencegencegetce or goodness or happihappli i
ness to be partakenpartakerpartaken of by fallen
man if ishadirriffhad not been 4

ment none at all there could hava
been no righteousness but then
all the other gifts thatthit we re-
ceive are through works and by
faith and works combined and it iais
because of the distinction between
these two separate gifts that many
of the inhabitants of the earth havehavel
erred some of them profess to
believe that they eanban obtainbritain
all the gifts of god without
works because of some ofor the say
jogsfogs of the ancient apostles while
others consider that works must be
ccombined with faith now bothboehr of
these ideas are true when taken in
their true lightlights eternal life js
among all those gifts that are prom-
ised of god such as the gift of re-
pentancepentance baptism laying on of
hands etc all these are not to bobe
comparecomparedI1 with the greatness of the
gift called eternal life I1 hope that
all the latter day saints under the
sound of myray voice may attain to
this the gregreatestadest of allali the gifts of
god

now I1 wish before taking my
seat to bearbellr my testimony beforebenore thathemthe
people herebere assembled e-doado know
by the power of godclod by the shed-
ding forth of the holy ghost upon
my heart by the revelations of theuthen
spirit by the many manifestations of
the goodness of god to meimelme do know
that god has sent liisilishi angelsangel fruinfrom
heaven I1 do know abathethat he hashad
raised up the great latteriatter daykinsday king-
dom

i
predictedredleted by daniel I1 do know

that Ehe has called apostles and pro-
phets that he has sent forth his ser-
vants divinely commissioned with
power from ontin high to declare to the
nations of the earth the great and
last message of mercy unto the 1in-
habitants
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