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OUR VIEWS IN BRIEF.

Liet tbe NEWS eny for itge)f,bere and
now, that it is opposed to the attempt
of any party or combination of partiee
to urge a man to accept an office which
hie vaciilation has caused his friends to

beileve he would not acceplt, or which
bis expressed deglination has caused 10
e given to another,

Liet the Nrws furtber say it can see
neither wisdom nor pulicy In nttempt-
ipg to overturn a program that has
been virtually agreed upen by the var-
jous elementsin the community that
have announced with s ureat flourish
thelr uesire to ipDstitate an era oi
municipal relorm.

Let the Newsa further say tbnt i
gees neither sepse nporaucgess in the
septimentaiism that insiste vn an ex-
actly equal or pro rata distribuiion o1
the offices amoug exi ting parties or
religione; it thought the preseni
movement was to secure the adhet-
epce Of gooy meD apd the insugutsa-
tion of zood government, not tbe
mathematicaldivigion and partition ol
the **apoils.??

And finally, in the light of the fore-
golny, let the NEWS suy that it cannot
be, and 18 pot, “pledged’’ to any Licket
or poliey that is incomplete or lmge-
fined; tbattbose who have suthority
to pledge its support and endorsement
are vot those who go around talking
about it. Tbhis Jatter explanation is for
the benelit of those cotemporaries and
others who are so premature us to as-
cribe to thie paper the endorsement of

roveedings of wbick it as yet s only
partially informed. When the NEws
has aDy pledges to manke, it editorial
columne will make them.

CREDIT AND DEAL.

The Jiflerences between a cash trade
and the trade of a frontier country
would be almost incredible save to
these who bave observed or had ex-
perience in both methods. The one ix
almple, easy, satisfactory; the othes

rieky, varted and partly speculative at
hest. With the first, acecunls are
created, credit is piven, cash paid and
the transaction i at an end; in Lbe
otber,produce Isthe currency, orequ ie
Iengthy and setilement is sometimes
deferred for years. Tbe rarmer gets
credit until his crop matures, the
pheep man until his wool 18 merketed,
the one dispcsed to build payes inorders
or due billsby arrangement with his
local store; and not infrequently these
orders or due bills cancel many debts
hefote they are presented at the count-
ere. This sort of exchapge has -
basits in genersl contidence tbat re-
demptlon is gertain when needed.

It is not uncommeoen, o fact ¢ 8lom
hus made it univereally underatoou,
that there 4re  BOM® resirie-
tions upon tke puighaslog power of
these orders of due bilis in any coun-
try, whbere the replenisblog of a stock
i net quite essy. 8o, in the early
duyes, 8 man with a twenty dollarorder
or due bill was limited as to the
amount of factory, nails, sugar or other
commoulity, for which the mercbant
bhad paid close casb and upon which
custom had determined the smallest
kind of » matgip of profit. Wben tbe

bolder of such an order presented it
for redemption, it was optlonal with
the storekeepet whether he sbould re.
ceive it at mll, or what the merchan-
dise given in exchabue; and if these
terms were nol agreeable, the one pre-
senting tbe order bad his recourse
against the ovne from whom he re-
ceived it. [f thestore waseven owing
the latter, this limit of responsibility
and character of the goods to be sup-
plied was universally recognized. To
demand this, or thut, ot the other,on an
order would bave been resented as an
interference with tbe business of ths+
dealer. Even adue bill issued by the
stote itself, Do matter how made, was
subject o the same custon:; it wan
meant to be redeemed in general mer-
chandize. Here and there s difficuity
might arise, but this was the rule; and
to ipeist on other than thls would have
sffected such a man in his genersl
deal, and to bave suggested fuit on un
order, by way of comgelling a atore-
keeper to accept that, and pay in auny
specfal article, would bave bteen [be
heigbtof absurdity.

This class of orders are the conven
ient currency of the Territory, particu-
larly in tbe pouth, where money ie
Dot yel a drug; and for the sake of
good feeling, men giving or acpepting
tbem, and storekeepers paying them,
ahould have consideration of all the
surrounding ocircumstances, avoid-
ing selflehness and cootroversy as
fat as bumap nature will admit.
Most dealers are apxious enough for
trade, sometimes toc much so for their
own ttade. They accommodate beyond
their ability, for they, too, have to pay
for what tbey buy. As to sugar, for
instance, cash is pow the rule, The
storekeeper cannot be eaid to earry
it for profil, but as a help abDJ neces.
sity for his general trade; and for a
bolder of a ten or twe: ty dollar order
io demany the whole in sugar assumes
nlmost the char: cter of an oulrage and
injury to the store, which at best may
be limited as to capital, but wbich now
upder prepent circumstances may he
cramped almoest beyond enduranee. [n
a8 word, the thoughtfulnees, patience
and accommodation wh'eh have been
80 frequently urged in tbese columps
and eisewbere, sbould be exzercised in
fairpess, fulpess, and justice in this
muttter of credit and desl.
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THE TEMPERANCE PROBLEM.

The fifth specia) report of tbe United
States commissioner of labor la now
published. It treatson the Gotbenburg
aystem of regulating the l'quor traffic
and eseems to be a carefully prepared
docament, valuable lor the detailed
and reliable information it contains on
the subject. The report briefly sketohes
tbe hlstory of the lquor legislation i
Bweden and sets forth the conditions
of tbe people lea'ing to the various
Hquer luwe and Hpally to the cele-
bruted Gothenburg systew; it then fol-
lows the adoption of this system by the
Norwegian people and tnvestigates the
resilts as seen in the principal loealities
ol the Lwo countries.

The Gothenburgsystem of regulating
the liquor traffic has on previcus
oocasious been ¢xplained in these col-
umns, Its promoters take it for granted
that the evil with which they deat

cannot be entirely eradicated, at least
not at once. Their efforte sre there-
fore directed (owards the minimizing
of it in every poeeible way. By de-
priving the sellers of intuxicating
drinke of every pecuniary interest in,
the sale, and by restricting the saloons
to certain hoars of the day and other-
wise, as well ae by donating the profits
to public benevolent institutious, the
object ia sought to be obtained.

One merit of the syxtem is thatunder
it the ealoons have no politleal power
wbatever. The stockbholders in the
compauy are as a rule eminent men of
all parties sod the seloon keepers ate
but paid servants, whose positions are
not dependent on the political undula-
tiobe. This f{euture alone is one of
great importance.

A poticeable fact s that no come
munity that hae trled tbe system haa
afterwards absndopned it. It seems to
give perfect eatisfaction. This iz al}
the more signtticant, because Bweden
in partieular was once n country
drenched in liquor and cursed with all
the concomitant evils, Oaly finly
years ago a deluge of brandy was flowa
iDg over tbe country. About forty
million gunllons were annuslly con.
aumed by a population of about four
williors. The very murrew of the
nation was poleoned, and degradation,
physieal and moral, wae thu resuls,
Philanthropists woke up to the serioue-
ness of the pituation and set to work to.
stem the awful tide. Today they can
look back upon =& successtul work,
ifthe general rerults are ocpsidered,
The victory of temperance in Bweden
isencouraging to the workers {un that
cause in every countty anc should
prove that the means employed are
worth while testing sn other pluces.

The commissioner juetly say-: *That
the aystem is perfect no vne will be
sapguine enough to maintain; but that
it represents the best means which
have yel been deviaed for the control
of the liquor traffic where licensing ia
permitied at all, few who understand
ite true cnaracter and bave studied ila
operation will bebold enougb to deuy.?*

THE RELIGIOUS CONGRESS.

The parlinment of religlons held ita
clusing sessjon in Chicago Wednesday
night (Bepltember 27), the occasion bes
ing mostly devoted to farewell addres-
ses. It bae been, ns far ns kbown, a
fairly harmonious assembly in the true
pirit of evangelleal slliance, applied
on & broader scale than wever before.
That the asiiberations will be produgs
tive of much good may bardly be dee
nied,

An jucident or two muy be men-
tioned now,aw the delegates wend their
waye te tbelr respective coubptries,
Onpe ia the warm reception accorded to
Dr. Briggs. He was recentiy pro-
nounced & heretlc by the higbest
autloritles of the Prestyterian churchy
anuy yet in thia gatbering he wuas re-
coived wilth cheets by the assemhbled
thousands. Tbis was a popular vep~
diet in his cuse, an acquittul hy a
tribunal above the general conference
that branded biuasa Beretic. Tothe nopa
religionist it must have seemed & no-
ticeto thechurobes of the world that the
oujum which ueed to follow findings
of that kind in the middle age is gone.



