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WEwn receive frequent notices from
jhb C temestimesJ a vigorous
abiably eeneveninging journal
which partparticularly tinderunder itaite now
management we have considered
one of our bestbeat exchanges occa-
sionallysionallydally hovibovihoweverowever its lively edi-
tors get astray on the Womormonrmon
question and though twowe cannot
ulderWiderundertakevakoVake toio reply tto all the mis-
takesta

I1 k ea and absurdities into which
journalists BOso frequently tumble in
their haste to oppose mormon-
ism yet it Is sometimes profitable
to the public to have those errors
corrected A few daysdaya ago an
article appeared in the 1efrommfrom
which we make some extracts and
upon which we will offer a few
comments

two weaksweeks aago0 hothe tithestimes called
attention to gethe rapid spread of
mormonismniam 1 anolancl weye
mademide the aaserassertiontion that without
polygamy the eeck would not hold
together and polygamy is crimi-
nal 11 the deseret NEWS official
organ of the church devotes con-
siderableblebiesidbiderableblo space in a late numberto
reply the NEWS isaia perhaps the
most candid paper on the conti-
nent and at the asime time the
most tenacious inirr adadheringbering to its
peculiar faith

tk we quote thothe following from the
NEWS to show the precise position
of the mormon church on the
statute against polygamy

polygamy laIs malmod crimicriminalniinil by legislative
enactment and opinion it laIs not
criminal in and otof itself and it can only
babe denounced as buchonsuchow the hypothesiszuiazulaceia
stat it Is not religion

are not all crimescrimea made so cabyby
legislative enactment und judicial
opinion will the NEWS admit
that anything Is criminal in abidand
of itself ifit not then Is not
polygamy criminal justjuat as larceny
is criminal because it hashaa been
made a crime by competent au-
thoritytho rity doesdobs not the criminality
rest on exactly thetha same ground I1

carrying the comparison a little
further itif polygamy can only be
denounced as criminal on the hy-
pothesispotpohesiathesis that it is not religionoansanan
absurd proposition doeadoes it not adlfol-
low arceny can be regarded as
a crime only gronflonon the hypothesis
that it is not religion and itif a
crowd of people organize a

church one of the cornerstonescorner stones
of which was the right to steal
would nothot the criminality of lar

far as they were concerned
immediately vanish

our remarks on this subject were
elicited by the statement of the
limes that this sect would not
holdbold together without polygamy
and the argument of uhetho united
states supreme court that polyga-
my is not religion the court ad

that religion is not within
the cognizance of civil govern-
ment does it not therefore fol-
low that plural rnmarriage can anly
be denounced aa a crime on the
hypothesis that it is not religion
wherein lies the absurdity of
this conclusion if any cancau be dis-
covered it must be laid at the door
of the supreme court not at ours
and ifit the statement of the times
lahi true which we have not disput-
ed that our religious system can-
not hold together without polyga-
my are we not morally justified inin
clinging to it and is it not an es-
sential part of our religion and
therefore outside of the cogniz-
ance of civil government

but the times appears to bobe un-
able to discern the difference be-
tween offences which aretire
made criminal by stastatutory pro-
visions and those which are
criminal in their nature it asks
us whether we will admit that
anything igIs criminal in and of it-
self and answering the question
for ugus in the negative goes on with
a astatementtatement and an argument which
are equally fallacious now we
not only admit but affirm that
there are thinthinsthingsthinaa which are criminal
of0 themselves larceny is one of
them the yimTimessays larceny is
criminal because it haa been made
a crime by competent authority 91

not eoso larcenyIjarceny laIs a wrong of
itself witwithouthoultholit any authoritative

of the fact and inde-
pendent of unyany pronounced penal-
ty

the dlfdifmarencedifference between matotwalot
prohibitspromoitaa and mala in SQ is recog-
nized by the bestbist legal authorities

J H

and hashaa been frequently touched
japon in ihl pacerpaper aaas thothe rimotimo
ediedleditorstorstora who say they ardare regular
re mtrmer bf the NEWS must havohave
noticed olygamy belongs to the
former classblass larceny to the latter
theft is wrong of itself BOso 14
murder so are adultery and other
offences against property and per-
sonac n they confalcontaina the essence 0off
crime they are violations of0
both human and divine law
but they would be evil if neither
divine revelation nor human legis-
lation declared them BOso and the
chief rasonreason of this is because they
infringe upon human nightsrights the
thief wilfully takes thethep propertyyoof
another without the owners con
bentsent that Is malum lantrein r tilethe
murdererjerek deprives a fellow creature
of life the adulterer takes another

i manvalmans wife thebethese are matamala thtasese
the same divine lawjaw which for-
bids these offences aloaio denounces
working on the Sabbabsabbathbith sabbath
breaking Is malum fulz gunjunun
derden the divine law and in some
countries under human law ivwhilei

in ottierd it isiii not a legal
what is called smuggling ismalun

but not malum in se
its criminality depends upon statu-
tory provisions plural marriage
AsIs of the samebame category it is not
malummaium in e rudend laIs only maummaium
prohibitumumuni in some countries it
was not eitherelther one or thepotherpothenotherothen in
letah until 1862 whena congress
passed a law constituting that part
of our religion a crime

the criminality then of lar-
ceny and polygamy deesdoes not rest
upon the same ground and

if a crowd of people should
organize a church one of thathe Ccor-
ner

cor-
nor

orror r
stones of which was the rightI1 ito steal the criminalityallty of lar-

ceny BO faar asjas they were concerned
wouldwoula not Ivavanishnish because it in-
heres to the act and tha pretencepretencetenee
of religion would not affect its
character thewho civil law could be
properly exercised inirk such a casecabe
because the practice of bucheuch a creed
would

i
pe aian infringement upon

humann rightslights and the bamesame
ruierule wouldworld boldhold 9good jn regard
to a secthect claiming as its religion
divine authority to deprive by
compulsion any person ol01 iteifelielife lib-
erty or property also to any man
who under thetho name of religion
should invade the matrimonial
rights of another if the mor-
mon church compelled men or
women to marry against their will
it could not calmealmcaim exemption from
fegallegal restrictions but as its mar-
riage system eocontains no elementof
force fraud or essential crimo bt
any kind ititisibisIs not a matter for
civil legislation

the rimestimes ja altogether mistaken
in ananother0 statement that is
that racfaccordingaccording to the mormon
idea right and wronwronggareare wholly
matters of conscience this is a
bare assumption without any bupsupp
port in our doctrines or ruyauyanythingthing
selset forth in this paper the fore-
going remarks about malainala in searescarese are
sufficient to show that we take no
such ground but the times com-
plains that the mormonscormons willmot
admit that the public conscience is
superior to their own on this ques-
tion of polygamy just so on
religious matters we will not sub-
mitmitt to the conscience ol01 the ameriamerl

I1 can people nor of the whole world
under the constitution conscience
in religion is free the public con-
science has no more right to prevail
on the question of our religious
marriages than it has in that of
our baptisms for the dead it
Is opposed as much to the one as to
theotherthe other wewa ricrocreceivedelved them both
from the same source it makes
no difference to us what the public
conscience has to say about either
the celibacy of the clergy a cath-
olic doctrine iais opposed by theprotestant public conscience but
catholic priests on that account are
not compelled to marry if civil
government hashaa the rightlight to legis-
late against our religious plural
marriage it has an eaequalul right on
the ground taken bby7 ttheb times to
legislate against celeelcelibacyI1baacy in-
deed when the door closed
by the constitution is burst open
on the plea of public conaciconscienceence or
any other pretepretextkt there is nond tell-
ing at what point the etastastatete will
stop in its attempt to control relig-
ion it was the public conscience
that burned the martyrs killed the
prophets crucified the savior and
committed all the barbarities and
diabodiabolismsiiamsliams that have been per-
petratedpet rated to put down heresy 7 1 from
timeme immemorial the public
conscience is not worthwoith a cent in
the argument

but the times seems puzzled
where to draw the line between the
rights of government and the rights

W

of religion under the constitu-
tion jt is a very ompie mattermoer
to do this we accept the limitilimits
defined by and adopted
by phethehe TJ 8181sj court golpl
lowlov10

liislilsJitisi jime eliouenoughib for the right-
ful pupurposesanci of civil government
for itsa officersI1rs to interfere whenghen
principles brealbreak 0outit into overt aehacts
against peacepeace and good order

it cannot be shown that our mar-
riagebiagge principles break out in this
mannelinmanmannernerinin the least degree on the
contrary they are conservative of
peace and good order they are
calculated to promote both in the

I1 highest degree they tend to the
prevention of crime and in no wawayy
impinge upon the legitimate powers
at civilelvil government therefore on
the very doctrine promulgated by
tbthe court of last resort they
are not proper subjectssubject9 for legisla
tion and consequently the act of
1862 which attempted to do what
the abode rule says ought not to be
done is legally void or there Is no
force in logic we recommend the
rimestimes on its next attempt to give
the NEWS a rub to read up a little
and be sure of itsita premises this
time it is quite astray both in facts
and conclusions

AND TSE BOOK
OFor mogonmomon

GREAT efforts are being made by
the learned to discover the mmean-
ing

eail
1

of certain characters inscribed
on tablets found in the mounds of
iowa illinois ohio and other
places in the east some of the
curicurlcuriousoils hieroglyphics supposed to
have been carved by the indians of
utah and wyoming have also en-
gagedgagedthethe attention of
and the results of theirhelnhein labors hayehave
been published and widely circu-
lated

in the proceedings of the daven-
port academy of natural sciences
iowa for 1879 there are some verymeryvety
interestingintereatingn g and instructive remarks
made by the prpresidentealden t of that asso-
ciation in his annual address from
which we make a few extracts as

i they relate to a subject of as much
importance totd us as those who ilvolivo
in the region formerly decuoccupiedpled by
the mound builders

in alluding to the tablets which
have been found on which there
araaro representations of animals and
plplantsarifi as well adofas of human beings
with characters resembling the
bunsun moon stars and other natural
objects dr KR J farquharsonFarquharsonsoa the
president said

icno one asna yet hashui suggested
any reading or solution of the let-
ters or hieroglyphics which are
alsoaiso repeated bome at least in the
last found tablet but we need not
despair I1 hauhat venerable
ietlett mrur S F hayenhaven in lof
these very inscriptions says as re-
ported in the proceedings of the
AWamerleanamericanerlean antiquarian society

at present
unintelligible but maymajmay hereafter
disclose their secrets when thetho
habits of thought and the methods
of expressing and recording facts
and ideas peculiar to the american
races of both continents shall be
better comprehended and compar-
ed this must be the fruittruit ofinof in-
formation more accurate and gen
oral and philosophy more prpro-
found

0
than has heretofore7 bbeenbeuneen

applied to their elucidation
after glancing at the fact that

the bear the grizzl v ldidIs14 depicted
the tablets from the mounds toge

i ther with the mastodonmastodondoh andarid show
indr the reasonableness of the concod
elusion that the mastodon was liv-
ing at the epoch of the mound
buildersBui the doctor asks the ques
tiontiou were the mound build-
ers he then shows the com-
monly accepted theory that they
were a kindred race to the az
tees and that as the traditions of
the natchez affirm all the valley
of the mississippi was peopled by a
race of sun shippersworshipperswor like them-
selvesselves 3 but this 7 he I1

J sasaysyS was
a comparatively recent event
there were a race more advanced
than the natchez at least more ex-
pert in preceded them
and must have occupied the coun-
try for ages

11
as the following facts

will show
A recent writer Jacob houghton

states that
ccA single district of isle royal

18 rilesmiles square hadbad produced for
these ancient miners moremoro copper
than the total production of the

mines afpf lake su-
perior for ichothe spaceapace of 20 dearalyears I1

ahat this region supplied not only
this countcountry but mexico the ant-
illes yucatanYucatanj central america
and probably even south ame-
rica

Atanotheriotherlother theory is that of einkrink a
learned daledate who has spent mimanydinvinv
years amonamongig the Esquimaux and
if quite familiar with their language
A 1 ns herinkhe leunk aysaya

ithe Esqui maux abineiaagenagewe know
them are an expiring race that
they did not alwayswayswaya levei by the beaaea
shore and on the products of the
seal fishery that they once hadbad
otherothen habits of life and werewore forced
to migrate northnorthwardwardy having at
one time occupied thetho most of thisthia
continent 11

I1

A great deal more was said to
show the extreme probability of
this being a correct theory to us
who are familiar with the history
of Nepbiteshites and lamnLamalaman tea aaae
recorded in the book of mormonmor 1

stoolthis laIs easy to be uLderunderunderstoodd
when the truth of that inspired
book was challenged by the learned
because it tells of elephants horses
and other large mammals having
been contemporaneous with man
seeing that inereinure were none of
those large quadrupeds found on
this nt when thiethe spaniards
first came here it seemed to receive

assent aa a scientific con-
clusioncl amtiutlut now the rev mr
goss and other gentlemen of un-
doubted veracityity have exhumed
pictorial tablets with characters
upon them in which it may be
seen that these higher mainmammalsmailsmalls
were contemporaneous with the
mound builders no one appears to
doubt it

it is pertinent
i

to the question
who were ththetho0 mound buildersbuibul

to aakask who were the engraves of
Pplateslates continually being found on
this continent the rinderKinderkinderhookhookhouk
platesates for instanceinatance named in these
very proceedings who were the
people that made the curious metal
figures found by dr van patten
off costa rica and other explorers
0of the ruined cities of central
america naho told the prophet
joseph smith there were elephants
horses and other large inammammalsmalsmais in
the days when the ancient jared
ites lived if he knew that there
were nonenoue of thesethebe creaturecreaturesis orthis
continent when the apanarasilarus
cammerearner how did he learn the fact
ththabthata t ththereereerohadhadbad been

the arisatisanswersaers to these ququestionsestlestionsone
asM well as to the queries of the

and antiquariansarians
who are puzzled over the mounds
and tabletsta bleta and hieroglyphics and
other relicsrelies of the ancient inhabit
outs of thibthia country will be found
in the book of mormon and in no
other work now known to mortal
man and if that invaluable rec
ord had been presented to the world
as a translation of hieroglyphics
without any mention of divine as
ssistance it would have been wel
domedcorned asithethe true key to the archae-
ology of the western hemisphere

TOOELE STAKE conrdCONREconferencerenoeRENCE

the quarterly conference of the
tooelethoele stake orof zion waswaa held at
tooelethoele Cityolty Saturday and sunday
april and 1879

saturday 10 amarn
on the stand albert carrington

of the council of the twelve apos-
tlest ea counselor D H wells and
elder 0 WV Penpenroseromerobee of saltsait lake
city the presidency and patriarch
odtheof the Stastakekethethe bishops of the
various wards and others

after singing and prayer the
meeting was occupied in
ing the statistical report of the
staketle and in short addresses from
the bishops of the various wards

F M lymanlayman

12 p m
the meeting hiiswabwas adaddressedd esad by

counselor D H wellswella and albert
carrington

A conference of hethe Y M M I1
associations was held in the even-
ing

sunday morning 10 a m
aftenafter the preliminary exercises

the meeting was addaddressedreseed by el-
der C NVV penrose after which
prest F M lymaniyman presented the
general authorities of the church
and of thetee tooelethoele stake all aeff
whom were unanimously sustained
bro wm lee president of the
indian mission reported the condi-
tion of the indians under hishla care

ap m
after singing and prayer the sac-

ramentI1 was administered the

meeting was then addressed by
counselor D HU wells andAlandaiand albertalbeitbertbelt
Carricarrlcarringtonniton PrestFgri lymanan

that the conference would
be adjourned to meet at
anthe last saturBatursaturdayday and Banday
in julysuly

A meeting of the ac M rasrahM X Asaa
sociationatlona was held in iliethe iehtehevening
when a most excellent discourseoursapenroseWasnasdeliveredaa byy elder CWC W pen-
rose on of ex
irence of the deity 1arid of the
soul

GEO clerk

STAKE
ENOEenot

the regular ququartelquarterlyartelarfel iconferencewriforence
of boxMider istakat algealiee of zion paswasvas
convened iiiin the public hallhal at
brigham city at 10 am apletapril

1879
Pre the stand 00

and E A boxboj of thethem presidency
ofif the stakestate NVwmin boxboi patriarch
several bishops ahlablaudand leading elder
from different wards and settlebettle
ments of the stake

afteratter the opening exercises the
assembly was adaneeadareeaddressedsed severally
by T harpenharper ElElderderbidersisJ
vettpett ij boothe and P
on the finlafinite wisdom of mankind
and thichewe commoncommon to allalj

i

ahe light of truth revealed by tbthe
holy spirit the varied dutieso
uhetheb 5 attisaintsnth mdand their obligation to
obobserveseriesevie L gode
mmentserim and walk in
gathering together of the people la
proprophesied by john tiauiaunee
and the chichanginginking of thesethebe once ster-
ile to powerfulpower

i
fieMs and plea-

sant homes in which abound peaceireace i

and contentment ar I1plenty 1 1 14
1

singing and benediction j

42 an rhsingingsinking andaud prayprayer r e
president lisnowsnow was pregpresente L
bishops QG W ward I1 J welch

and A hunsakerhunaaker spoke on66 ththe
building of temples andhud the
preaching the gospel unto allab na-
tions and urged the saints to ob-
serve the word of wisdomdomandwiB and ab-
stain from the practice ofR every
wrong habit and custom

elders C kelly J P wood and
patriarch winym box spoke on the
binaill of ingratitude and of the
pronenesspronproneenespnes to murmur aint little em
harassmentsbarassments in temporal matteramattmattenymatteryerverg
and counselledcounsellercounselled all to be pipatienttient
we have cause of
the great blessings god haaghas givenlienuleni

us 1 I1

sinsinginging andanil benediction
i i i

IQ a9 ni
singing and prayer I1

bishop jaH bigey made a few
remarks afion the situation oiof the
saints aaa compared mithwith the
people of the nations 1

Ipresprestt 0 13 snow spoke onanthehe
training piof the young andlind rising
generationn and the power thereof
in formingeitneirtheir characters for
or evil in altenalter years the object
of our being and of our duty to
blend and harmonize ourohr interests
and feelings bishop A
and ii lewnewlewisnewisI1a made remarks on
obedience to the orderorden of godsgoda gov
ernenneminentment the healing of thetho sick
related incidentszits orof their aipedted r

ence in the church and bore strong
testimonies to the truth revealed
by the lord

counselor E A box made a few
general remarks on the duties and
obligations of the saints
the great importance otof propproperlyerlyetly
instructing the young

elder S smith said I1 have seen
the time herehero when many ofor us
were glad to get a little branlynan to

eat we were then poor and dest-
itute we did not murmurmurmurs but wereere
happy and content the possession
of the holy spirit gave us joy

prest ii snow spoke on our de
pendance on god for his holy
spirit to give us light on the prin-
ciples of the gospel gods prom-
ises to man are sure if the condi-
tion on which they are predicated
are complied with relatedbelated inci-
dents in israels journey from
egypt to canaan touching their
rebellion and the delaydelsy causelcaused
thereby saidbald we should not mur-
mur if we are disappointed in our
expectations we should conconfessfiess

gods hand in all things and mur-
mur not in the hour of trial

singing and benediction

2 pm
singing and prayer
the sacrament waswaa administered
apostle F D richards addressed

the congregation on the dinnerdIfferdifferenceonesenes
of the temperaments of the humhuman
family little inconveniences would


