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A RECEIYER GRANTED,

Bophistical Argument of the Terrl-
toriul Supreme OOI{!t.

WHOLESALE CONFISCATION OF THE
PROPERTY O THE LATTER-DAY
SAINTS ENDORSED.

The session of the Territorial Su-

reme Court on Saturdag evening, was
argely uttended, there belng present
begide 4 majority of the members of
the Salt Lake bar, Col. Broadhead,
Mra. M, M. Ricker, Judgze Dnsen-
beiry, Mayor Duosenberry, Mayor
Armstrong, Bishop J. R, Winder,
Judge E. A. Smith, Alderman Robert
 Patrick und many otiers, The three
judges were present, and the aotici-
pated decision 0n the qoestion of ap-
Jpointing a receiver in the sult of the
governwoent against tbe Chorch was
read vy Cotef Justice Zaoe a8 fellows!’

THE OPINION.
In the Supreme Court of the Territory
of Utah, June termi, 1887.

Ualted States of Amerlca,
Plaintiff,

va.
The Church of Jusus Christ of
Latter-duy Saints et al.,
Defendants,
Zane C, J.

. The complainant filed in this Court
its ll in chancery under an #ct of
Congress in force March 3d, 1857. The

bill prayed that u decres be made by |

this Court forfeiting the chirtec snd
dissolving the corporatien known as

. the Church ol Jesus Christ 0f Latter-
day Balnts, as well as for the appoint-
ment of 4 receiver of "the assets of the
corporation, until disposition could
be made thereot according to law, and
for other rellef. The motion for the
sppointent of o reeeiver i8 now sub-
mitted for our decision, on the bill aud
the facts as siuted jn u stipulation eu-
tered into by the parties and filed in
the case.

On the 8th day of Eebruary, 1851, the
Assembly of the so-called State of
Doseret, afterwards organized gs the
Territory of Utab,prased an ordlnance
focorporating the Church of Jesns
Chirist of Latter-day Salnts, After the
orgapization ol the Territory of Utah,
this ordinance was re-epacted January
18th, 1835, by the Legislature and ap-
proved vy the Wovernot of the Terri-
tory. Thisis .

THE CHARTER
iu question; its terms are as follows:

An ordinance Incorporaling the Qhurch of
Jesus Christ or Latier-day Safnts.

BLC. 1. Be it ordained by the General As-
seutbly of the State of Degeref: Thul ull that
portien of the Jahabitants of safd State,
which now are, or hereafter ay Lecdme
rosidents thercia, and which ,are Known
and distinguished us *-The Charch of Jesus
Clirist of Latler-day Saints,” are hereby in
corpgraied, cunstituted, made and de-
clared u body corporate, with perpetunl
succession, under 1he onginal name and
style of "The Cnureh of Jesus Christ of
Lalter-day domints,' as now organized, with
Tull power and authority to suc und be
sued; defend nnd bo defendced, in 4!l courts
of law or eqa)ty in this State; to cstabiisa
order aud regulale worship, and told an
otcupy real estate and personal esinte, and
hive and use 4 se&l, wlich they may alter
at pleastre.

bEC. 2. And be it farther ordained that
safd body &r chureh as a religious socigty,
mY,Atn general or speeial conference elect
one ""trustee-in-trnst,” und not to exceed
twelre nssistant trustece, 1o receive, liold,
bnv, seli, ininnage, use and contrel the real
and personnl property of said Chareh,which
suid grn‘peny shall be frée from taxation;
which trustee snd asaislant trustees, when
alceted or appointed, shall give bonds with
approved security, in whatever sum the
sa1d eonfercnte may deem auflicicut for the
faithful performance of their several duties;
whigh said honds, when approved, shal] be
tited jo' the generul, March recorder's oflice,
al the seatof general Courch business,when
gitd bonde nre apprroved by 8aid eonlCience ;
and gard trustee und nssislant trustecs shall
coulinue In olice daring the pleasure of
sald Chunreh,and there shall ulso be made by
the clerk of the conferenee of nid Church,n
cortitleaic of suel cleclion or appoinln ent
of gaid trustee aod dssistant trustees,which

~ shall be recorded in 1be general Chur-h re-
cordpr's ofiice ol e seat of geners) Church
business; aund when sud bonds mre dlicd,
and sudd certificates rcuorded, szid trustee
or wesistilaf Lrustees may reccive properly,
real or pereonal, by gift, dountion, beyuests,
or In auy w:ipner, not imeompalibly with
1he principles'of righteousness, or the ryles
of jostiee; Inasmuch as the sume shatl be
used, manzged, or disposed of for the bhene-
iit, nprovement, erecuion of houses of pub.
lie worship and instrncuon, nnd the well-
being of said Chureh,

SEQ, 3. And be it further ordained: That,
as sald Church holds the constilulionn} and
origingl right, in common with all civil and
religions connmunities, to worship God ac-
cording tothe dicluies of conscience;”’ to
reverenee commnnion sgrecabty 1o 1he prin.
ciples of truth, and to spleninize marringe
cnmipnr.ihlc with ilie reveluuons of Jesus
Christ; for the secnrnty and full cojoyment
of all blessings and privileges emhodicd in
the religion of Jesus Chrlst free to all it is
also declared that endd Qhureh does and shalt
possess and cnjoy continually the power
and gathority, in sind of itaclf to originate,
make, puss and establish rules, reguiations,
ordinances, laws, customs and Crilerions,
for the good order, safety, government,
convenience, comfort and ¢conirol of eaid
Cherch, and for the punjshment or forgive.
nessof nll offunses rciative to fellowship,
aecording to citareh covennnts; that the
pursuit of bliss, and the enjoyment ot life,
in every capacity of publie assoviation and
dowmesiic happiness, temporal expunsion, 0t
splritual incredse upon the eartih muy nor
legally be questioned; Provided, Lowever,
thut cach aud every uct, or practice 80 cs-
tablished. or adopted for luw or emstom,

»a8hall relate to  solemnities, sacraments,
ceremonies, conSccrations, ¢ndowments,
tithings, marriages, fellowship or Lthe reliei-
ous dutics of man (o Lis Maker; jnasmuch
us Lhe doctrines, Drinciples, practices for
pertox"mnncca, gupporly virtue Aud increase
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THE DESERET NEWS.

l marality, and are not incomsistent with, or
repugnunt to the Constitulion of the United
States, or of this Stute, and are founded in
the revelations of 1he Lord.

BEC. 4. And be & further ordained: That
sd Chureh shall keep at every fally organ-
ized branch or stake, a registry of mar-
| Hages, births und deaths, free f0r the in-
apecuon of ull members and ior tueir bene-

L.

SFQ. 5. And be & further ordained: That
the presidency of seid Chareb shull fill all |
vacuneies of the assistant lrussées, necee-
sory to be fliled, until superseded by the
conference of snid Church.

SEC, 6. fiedt further ovrdained: That no as.
slstant trusiee or trustees shall transacy
business in relation to buying, sclling, or
otherwise disposing of Cinurch property,
wlithout the ¢onseut or n_'ngroval of the|
trustee-in-trust of entdd Chure

The purposes of the corporaticc as |
indicated Ey the powers conferred up- |
on it by this charter, are wumerous

and varied. Some of themw, it i3 true, |
are expressed in vague terms, but the

capucily is grapted t0 act 1z varions

wayg, aud 1o make laws and recula-

tions with respect to very many sub-

jects. Tbe corporation is counfioed to

no particular porpose. No precedent

can be found for conferring upon a

private corporation such a varlety of

capacities; some of theln, it is believed,

are above the reach of

HUMAK LAWS,|

|
The lawmaking power of the St.ate.‘
for the purpose ol oetler goveroment
and for the public [zood enacts char-
ters eonferrrug a portion of thelpoweri
entrusted to it, upon the people of a
city or village; others aotiorizing
charitable, educational, or rellclons
fastitutions; and others providing for
various pursuits and enterprises.
These artiticial azencles are provided
in order that the people may more con-
veniently and successfully co-operate

|

taxation; the authority to solemnize
marriage according to revelation; the
continueus and ioherent authority to
make laws and ‘‘criterions™ for the
good order, safety, government, ¢on-
venience, comfort and control of the
Chureh, which is equivalent to savicg
the’Mormon peopte; also for the pun-
Ishment or furgiveness of ail offenses

RELATIVE TO MEMRBERSUIP

sccording to Chorch covenants; that
is to say, the chorch ma{ impose orin-
flict any punishment, if according to
ita covenants; what those cevenants
may be the pnolic may rot koow,
Further, it is declired that the en
joyment of Iife in every capacity of
public associatlon,domestic happiness,
and temporal expansion upon the
earth, may not legelly be questiened.
Here isa wlde teld of buman conduct
for a government to agree not t0 ques-
tion. Human beings have the capacity
to associate publicly for very many
purposes and such association may be-
comedisorderly and 1equire legat con-
trol, In ‘‘domestic bappiness? this
Church professes 1o believe, is loclad-
ec&I polyzemy; 1n the estimation of
others domestichappiness mlght in-
clude some other practice injurious to
soclety. o the same manger “‘tem-
ﬁoral expansion” mlfm take 8 dlrec-
on requiring controf,
This ¢rant of power was followed by
& proviso that the laws and customs
¢stablished shorld '‘relate to solemnpi -
tles, sacraments,cereémonies, COnsecri~
tions, endow ments,titbing, warrlages,
feilowship or the religious duties ef
man to s Maker; and that the same
support virtue and increase morallty
sod are oot inconsistent with or re-
Bugnuut to the Constitotion of the
nited States or of this State, and are
founded ln the

Nowv 9

TO DISTANT AGES,

But we are of the opinion that a vested
rizht ceuld not be ncquired jn suche
charter. ]

Further, Coogress possesdes the
power t0 enact laws for the govern-
ment of the Territories, It may make
provision for Terrtrorlal governments
and extend the authority of Territorial
Legislatures to all rightful subjects ot
legislation. Sncb Territorizl govern-
ments occupy toward Congress some-
thiug of the same relation as munici-
palities—such as city governments—
nll toward the State Legislatures, A
H$tate Leglslature can repeal the char-
ter of a municlpal government and the
ordinsnces passed under it; so Con-
q.ress cab repeal the organic act of a

errltory aod all territorisl ernact-
ments, in pursuance of the OrganicaAct.
Congress is the soverelgn power to
leglalate for the Territories, and all
charters {from,Territorlal Legislatnres
mudt be held to bave beeu usccepted
with the knowledge that Congress pos-
sessed the authority to

CHAXGE OR REPEAL

the Jaw creating thewm. In the case of
the Nationdl Baok vs, Yankton, 101 U.
5,, 120, the Courtsays:

The Territories are but political subdi-
viswons of the oullyiog dowminion of the
United States, * *  * apd Congress
muy legislate for them as a Swute does for
it4 mumeipal orgapbizutions. J 9 ©
In the Yrguntc Act of Dakota there wae not
4n cxpress reservation of power in Cou-

resa to amend the acts of the Territorinl

cgisiature, nor waa it pecessary. Such a
power 15 au incident of sovreiguty, aod
continnes, unul graumied away, Congress
may not oniy abrogate lnws of the Territo-
rial Legislature. buklt muy itselt legislate
directly for the local government. It muy
make a void actk of the Terrlional Legisla-
ture valid and & valid act void, In uther

Ilbut it sball not affect the rlght o
property legally acquired under i
| churter; second, 50 as not to im.erle%-
with the right to worsbip God accord
ing to the dictates of consclence; third.
80 88 L0 annul only all acts and law
whick establish, maintain, protect ou

countenance the practice of polygam
evasively called spiritual marrisg
however disguised by legal or ecclest
astical solemnities, sacraments, cere
nonies, conrecrations or other cons
trivances. The enacting clause was nos
Jimited to the proviso in the tworg
srects first mentioned, because thij
clause aimply repealed the charter wit,
out interfering with the rights of prog,
erty which bad been acquired under it
vor did it Joterfere with the right %
worship God according to the dictatés
of conscience. And it is not cleartha
the tbird limitatlon mentioned l¢i,
standing apy portion of the charter
for it is expressly stated that the fp!
tention of the law was to apoy) g
laws conntenancing polygamy Or spir!
itus]l marriage,though appearing i tf
law dlsgmscd by the name of & soled,.
pity, a SacrameD?!, & ceremony, & cof
secration, or under any other conlri!
snce: and under just such marks a
these, we think,

POLYGAMY

does appear jn the charter of (b
Church of Jesus Christ of Letter-dey
Saints. With all such disguises zid
contrivaances stripped from this char
ter, little, comparatively speaking, i
left of it.

_Bot assuming that the expressed Ip.,
tent to upoul all acts countenancip)
polygamy left other provisions tu torpes
wad the remainder of the charter med
an acdg of Congress? Much an intentipy
is not expressed. It must huve beensy’
made by implication. From the proyi.

for the goodlof ail ang for the advance-
meut of human happiness.

REVELATIONS OF THE LORD,'
The charter of a corporation should

words, it hae full and complete legisliive | Bl0DS ol the uet of 1862 it 13 clearths
aulbority over llie people of the Territories | Congress did oot regard the charweray
| Pod all (be depuriments<of the Terriloriul | a contract,otherwise 1t woueld bothuye

alwuys specify tke purpose for which
the corpovation 1i8 organized, and
gowers adapted to that purpose should

¢ grunted. If the corporatiou is to be
a puhllc one powers adapted to the
regulations of conduct und 10 public

urposes should be given, with soch
rncidenl.al capacity to do business as
may be 6s entlal to such an organiza-
Jon, aod no more. ltshould never be
allowed to engage in veneral business.
It a charter authorizes the organiza-
tion of a company to ucquire and oper-
ate o railrcad, the power to engage in
agriculture shenld not be granted also,
So, il 1 worshipicg coogregation
shonld desire to purchase a lot of
gronnd and to

BUILD A CHURCH

and a parsonage, and to employ a mie-
ister, the charter should suthorize the
corporatlon to do 80, but should not
confer uepon such an organization
powers adapted to muni®lpal govern-
ment, or to the purchase apd sale of
real and personal property without
limit, nor should such corporations
engage 1n general bustnesa.

Jtis an accepted doctrime that the
common weal demands that private
corporations sheuld be limited cach to
8 particuiarand apecifled purpose;even
when so: liwmited, they oftes acquire
zreat inflnence, 1f the Legislatnre, by
ihe imstrumentality of the same char-
ter may authorize the orgaulzation of
a company. for all purposes, if the
company may enter npon evers feld
of enterprise and engage in every pur-
suit and may also control humsan con-
duct by means of the powers of a ma-
niciput government, and at the same
time may posscss those of a relig-
ious corporation, such colporite in-
fluence will be manifested a5 never be-
fore.

The charter of 'the Church of Jesus
Cbrist of Latter-day Saint3 is most
extraordinary in the extent of the au-
thority it assumes to confer apon, and
n fthe pumbeér, the variety and tae
scope of the power It pliaces in the
hands of a rellgions body. It declares,
in effect, that all the Mormon people,
who at the time of its epactment were,
or who might afterwards become res-

{ Idents of the Territorv, ace a body cor-
porate, with

PERPETUAL 8UCCESSION,

Thie corporation at the time of jts
organization embraced nine-tentbs of
the indaoilants of the Territory—many
thomsands of people. At the prerent
tlime it includes probably more than
120,000, and if, In the future, people
should continue to be gathered In
trom ail.quarters of the globe as they
bave in the past, their yumber at no
distant day will reach a quarter of a |
mitljon.

The sbeve terme, solemnities, sac-
raments, ceremonies,
and endowments may be polygamy and
unlaw{ul cohabitalion in disguise; in
fact marriage is included in terms in
the cbarter withont apecification of the
kind of marriege. This i8 probsbly
the first time that any Legislature
committed the regulation of marriage
and tithingto a private corporation.
1t is safe to assume that the right to
regulate such matters was never before
attemgted to be contracted away to a
chuoreh or any other body of wen. Nor

are we s.ware thut tfle right to regulate

man’s duty to his Maker was ever 1n-
cluded in a contract. And tinally this
ckartey provides that such laws apd
customs 8hall be founded ln the reve-
latlons of the Lord. This too, prob-
ably, is the tirst time that o legislature
expressly litnited the rules and laws
that a corporation might make by the
revelatlons of the Lord, and made a
grant thereof t0 any person, natural or
artificial.

In this charter tbe responadent insists
ths Chureh gained

A VYESTED RIGHT

npon its acceptance,and that Congress
has no right to disapprove or to aonul
it. We know of no precedent lor
holding that a2 corporation could ob-
tain a vested Tight in a charter like
this, Had the Yerritorlal Legislatore
the pewer to granta vested right to
such 4 charter? The case of Dart-
worth Coellege va. Wood ward {1 Whea-
ton, 518,) has been regarded as settliog
the questlon that the charter of a pri-
vate corperation eonstilutes a con-
tract between a State and a corpora-
Llon., DBy this cootract the corporu-
tion in consideration of presumed
benefts to the public obtalns a veated
right in the charter, unless the Con-
stitution or a geperal law of the State
or the charter itsclf, reserves the right
to nmexnd or reppeaf. But we find no
case holding thal a charter granted by
the Legisiature of a Terrltory gives
such a veated 1ight.

Again, it will be found,we think,that
the powers granted by & Statein such
charters were limited to seme particu-
lar purpose; that they did not embrace
powers which the Legisiature posses-
sed for the purpose of government, to
be exercised by thst body alope, or
conferred upon some municipal gov-
ernment for the same purpose, Such
powers are never granted by the peo-
ple to the Legislature to be bartered
and sold, A govercmept based apo=z
tne wiil of the people must ever Ecep
sach aunthority witbin reach of

THE PEOQPLE'S WILL.

Legislatares are but the agents of the
people with antbority to make laws

consecrations |

governments. It may do for the Territeries
wihat the pecple, junder the Uonatituiion
¢f the United states. may do for the Btales.

This we conceive 10 be the law npou
the subject. | .

In the case uoder discunssion- the
Territory was orgahized under the Or-
eanle Act approved Seplember Yih,
1850. Amoug other provisicns Is the
following:

That the legislatlve power of said Terr:-
tory shall exiend 1o all nghtful subjects of
legislaiion conalutent with the Constitutien
of the United Suales and the provieions of
this set. © G o . G
All the lawe passed by the Legislative As-
epembly apd Governgr ghall be sanbmitied to
the Congress of the United Staiee, dnd it
disapproved sball be nal) And to uo effect.

The charter in guestion wasa law
passed by the Legislative Asgsembiy,
and the right to disspprove it was ex-

ressly reserved, and the Charch must
Ee beld to bave accepted It with the
knowledge of the reserved right of
disapproval. ‘ihat belng 80, the
Cburch will not be heard to say that it
wasd

ACCEPTED WITHOUT CO.NDIT'IOXB.

.In order to maintain that the charter
when accepted became a contract
pinding on Congress it I8 necessary to
assume that the acceplance Wwas un
conditional; otherwise it is simpiy an
nct of the Legislature giving to the
corporation the use of the authority
contained iu it during the pleasare ol
‘Congress. The acceotance of the
charter subject to disapproval coala
make the charter no more tkan u
license to the corperatien to use the
apthority granted during the pleasare
of Congresa.

We are of the opinion therelore,
from & view of the wnole subject, both
frem the nature of the powers granted
by the charter ftself, and f{rom the
form of the grant and of the accept-
apce that the acceprance did not zive
the corporation a vested rignt in it.

But, assuming that the acceptance of
the charter did not give a veated rtight
in it, tbe claim is made that the sec-
oad section of an act of Congress ap-
proved Juiy 1st, 1862, made the chare
ter as thereby limited 2

LAW OF THE UNITED BTATES,

and oot embject thereafter to disap-
proval or appeal. The section Is thls:

SEC. 2, And be if further enacied, thal the
tollowing erdinance ot the provisienal gov-
ernment of the Sinte of Descret so-called,
namely:*An ordinance i1ncorporating the
Chuorch of Jesus Christ of lLatter-duy
Sninls,” passed FebLroary cight, in the yeur
e:fhleenhnndrcd and difty-pne, und ndopt-
ed, re-coacted, and made valid hy the gov-
ernor and Leytslative Assemhly of the Ver-
ritory of Utah by nan act passed Jaouwry
ninéleeuth,in the veur clghteen hundred and

changed it provigions. We may g:!
sume that Congress changed the char,
| ter according to its conceptions ¢
! duty at the time, with the undersiapd.,
ing that it might be ehanged turther of
| altogether d sué)proved. whenever ig.
the opinion of Congress the good ¢
Bociet re%ulred such chaege or disip.
proval. We donot think that thesc!
of Congress of 1832 affords the fofer)
ence that so'much of the charter aste.
mained 1o force was in effcct a Jaw ¢f
the United States. This view seems:
to be in atcordance wlith the opinlod
of the Supreme Court of the Uiled
States inthe case of Miners' Bankw
Iowa (12 Howard 1). The Tepriton!!
Legislatore of Wisconsin chartered thy
Minera’ Bank. Afterwards an uchol|
Coungress annujled the charter in e
tain particulars, but left other of iy
rovisions ta force. Thercafter the
Territory was divided by act of Cnn.-’I,
t

gresa and the
TERRITORY 0F I0WA

wag erected over thet part of the for.f
mer Territory of Wisconsin, In whiy
the bapk was situated, Lnter. e ]
Territorial Legislature of lowa &
pealed the charter and cdirected &
settlement of the affuirs of the corpe
ration by trustces under the sups
vision of the court. A gquo iwarn
proceedlog was tostituted agajnosil
bavk. Indeciding the case on ape
the Court used this langnage: ,
It has heen argued In ths case the I
Congrese in crealiog the Territonal gr
ernment of Wiaconsin and lowa rewr |
lo themselves the power of disappnmp
and thercby annulling the acts of thokpy
ernments, and had, in the exercise siidy
power, 6lricken out severul of the pwi.
gions of the charier of Lhe Bank of Dulag:
enucted by the "Legislature of Wiscouh,
| asenting to the residoe; that, therelforelt
charter of this bank slould be reyarded s
an act 0f Congress rather than of she T |
riteral gorernment. .Y Congrent
ereating the Territorial governmente, ki
in mnfcrring upon them powers of genmi
legislation, did not, from ohvioUs prineipi
ol policy und neeessity, orduin & suspend
of ull acts procecding from those powm
until expressly sanstioncd by themselis
whilgl, for considerations equally sieg | ,
they reserved the power of dap | o
proving or anoulling such acts ef T f
titorlal Jegislanion
detvimental. *
Toe charter of the Baok of Daobut
ehacted in all its details and powers
ever possessed by 1t,(and accordinio 1
which it was in fact organized)brl
the Legislature of Wisconsin, mustbe
iooked upon as the creatuore of e

Mol

us might be deesdl
» . * [

i

Leygistature.” Fog
fne seventeenth section of the sctolk
March 3d, 1857, under which A

THIS BILL 1§ FILED £

is as follows;

The corporation extends over tbe|within Constitntionul Hmjts bat with-
| whole Termtory, including numerouns | out anthority to give or to. comtract
congregations in various locallties. At | zway powers to make laws to govern

8&C. 17. Thal the ncts of the Legislnuﬂl%"
Assembly of the Territory of Utab ncit
porating, cuntinaing, or providing for 1%
corpotnlion kngwn us the Church of Jeso

fitey - five, cntitled **An act in relation to the
comfnlation and revision of the laws and
1egolutions 1o force am  Wtah Terri

the bead of this corporate body, ac- |
cording to the faith professed, is a seer

and revelator, who recelves in revela- |
tion the Wlll' of the

INFINITE GOD

concerning the duty of man to himself,
te his fcllow-beingg, to soclety, to
bumsan government and to God, In
subordination to this head are a vast
nomber of officers of varlous kinds and
descriptions,comprising amost minate
and complete organization. The
pecple com?riaing this otganization
claim to be directed and led by inspira-
tion that is above all human wisdorw,
and subject to & power above all muni-
cipal government—agove all-""man-
made laws.” These facts belong to
bistory, therefore we Lave taken notice
of them.

Upon such a rehglous organization
48 this, unusua]l and extraordinary
powers are corferred by thls charter,
such as the right of acqulring ond dis-
posing of real atti personal property
without iimit and with exemption from

the pecple go that' private parties inay
gain @sted rights in thewn. The char-
ter in questlon assumes 10 grant to the
corporation powers t0 make regulu-
tion and laws with respect to marriage,
uthing, fellowsbip, etc. It confers
in express terms upon the
charch power aod anthority to origi-
pate, make aud pass ruoles, regula-
tions, ordinapces and to esta.bilshcus-
toms and “criterlons” for the govern-
ment, convenience and eantrol of the
Chutreh {(which meuns the whole Mor-
mon population of the Territory), as
well &8 the right to aecquire by pur-
chase or otherwise real and personal
property and to sell and dispose of it
at pleasure,

Such are some of the powers con-
ferred upon this Church corporation
by this remarkable act. To soch &
charter it is ¢claimed the Chuorch bas
acqutred & vested right, 1f this prog-
osition isf sound, the corporate body
known as the Church of Jesus Christ
ot Latter-day Saints may endure un-
der this charter

torf; their puhlication and dietribu-
tion,”” and all other aets and me of
acis herelofore E‘:aased by the sad
Legislalive Asseuibly of the Terrilery of
Utsh, which establish, surport. maintain,
shield or countenance polygamy, be, and
the snme hureb{ are, disypproved and an.
nutled: Provided, dhat Lhis et shall be
s0 limlied and coustrued ns nol to affeet or
1islerfere with the night of property legally
acquired nunder the ordmmance hﬂct.ofg;'e

p

mentioned, nor with the yight **to wors
Gud secording io 1he dictates of con:
science," but only te annuil all acts nnd
‘ tnws which estnblish, maintain, protect or
{courtenance the praCiice of polygumy,
evasively called spiriteal mornage, how-
cver disguiseu by legnl or ecclesiastical
splemnilies, sacramenis, Céreindnics, con-
wveerations, or ether contrivinces,

In the enacting clause of thls sec-
{tion the charter In question termed
|"An Ordinasnce {ncorporating the
{burch of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints’ is

REPEALED IN EXPRESS TERMS;

but the provlao linits the effect of the
entire act In these respects; ﬂ_rst. S0

Christ of Ln;ler-dn?- Saints, and the o
nance of thc s0-called General Assembly &
the  Sinte of Descret incorporaiing ¢
Church of Jesus Chrst of Latter-df
Sajals, so fur 15 the sume may now [uw
legal force and valility, ore herdby dhssp
proved and atnulled, and the sajd corprd
tions, in BO far as 1L sy now have, or pre
tend to have, any legal existence, s bered
dissoived. That itshall be the doly of ¥
Atiorney-Gencral ol the Uufted Sistes @
tuase such proceedings to be taken i
Supreme Court of the Territory of Biab ¥
shifl be proper to execute the foregol
provisiona af this section and wind up
affaire of snid corporation conformably b
law; and in such proceedings the coot
sball have power, and it shall be 1ts daif, b &
make pucth decrce or  decices
shall be proper to cfectusie 1
transler of the titleto reul properly B0%
held and used by said corporation for ple
of worship, nnd parsonages cool o
therewsth, and burfa! grouuds, and of 3
description nienlioncd in the proraf:w
section thivicen of this act, and in 8¢ .
twenty-six of thls nact, to the respect
trustees mentioned in section tweniy-dix
s act; and for the purposcs sf this sedtw:
sqid court shall have all the powers of i =¥
court of cquity.

N g b T ey T

o8
=

t}




