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his action in reference to the saloons
and gambling dens.

And now we have a further fllustra-
tion of the interference of the “Liber-
al?* faction with official uffairs. The
account of the rescue of an inebriated
““Liberal** hy the chairman of the
“‘Libersl’” committee after he had been
arrested and taken to the City Hall,
will be found 1o anpother part of this
paper. It shows how the ordinary
policemnn regards the authority of the
“Liberal’’ boss. What need is there
of " Chlef or a Captain of Police, if
the Boss cau regulate police affaira in
the fashion of laat night?

“Here, I'll attend to this,” from the
supreme Dictator of the faction, 1s
sufficient to paralyze the common
policeman and canse him to drop his
officinl authority in abject subservi-
ence to the commeand of the party
chief. What the City Marsha!
or the Captain would have dooe under
such circumsiances we have no means
of determining. They were not present
during this displuy of arrogant assump-
tion on the one hand and shameful
ahoegation on the other. Butthat the
patrolmen recognize thelr party ruler

is evident, and the fact raises the pre-
sumption that their inactivity in other
directions is attributable to the same
CAUNe,

Of course an attempt wilt be made to
belittle the whole aflair, and to pateh it
up #o a8 to give it some appearance of
legality. Buat that it was no less thanp
& peremptory exercise of unlawful
authority andg an fllegal surrender of 1
prisoner into unoffcial hands, is clear
and positive from the statement of eye
witnesses.

If the ““Liberni” boss is to have con-

.trol of the olty und its police, it ought
to be known without delay. We can
do without s Mayor, a Captain of
Police, and some other expensive
figure-heads if the manipulator of city
elections for the **Libernl* faction can
run thinge according to his own swest
wili. Itis forthe voting citizene, how-
ever, tosay whether this is the kind of
munigipal government that they wish
-lo maintain. And the tim» §s at hand
when they will have to decide.

=

CRIMINAL EPIDEMICS.

WHEN the office of the New York
capitaliet Rutreil Buge, was blown up
with dynamite, we expressed the opin.
ion that the act of the conspirator or
erank, or whatever olass of criminal
deformity the dynumiter belonged to,
would te imitated by others of his jlk.
This le partly realized by the act of
the visitor to Mr. 8age’s residence, as
related 1n our dispatches, and is the
thizd eccurrence of the kind since the

»
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fatal explosion. The prompt actlon of
persons possersed of presence of mind
has perhaps prevented further violence
in these instancex.

Mrs. Bage Iz deserving of all the
praise which wiil undoubtedly be
showered upon her for her courage, her
devotiou to her husband, ‘and her
nervous energy and declsion. It
shows what may be done even by o
weak woman when pluck and prompti-
tude are needed.

There is & sort of contagion in orimi-
nai oncurrences. lo addition to the
imitative tendency of the human
mind, thereseems to he an atmospheric
and epidemic influence around great
crimes And calastrophes which cause
their repetition. Tihere is a8 common
im pressibility in similar organizations,
and persons abnormally constituted are
affected in the same way by an extra-
ordinary eveot. Peculiar suicides,
rewarkable rohberies, singular
Rssaults  and  sssasmipstions  and,
tndeed, wonderful accidents, are
kept to be repented for a period more or
iess brief immediately succeedlng the
originalstartiing sepsation,

People are affected by their apiritual
and physical surrouudings, and there

are unseen influences around
us all which are affected by
human actions. The eflects
are reciprocal. When we oome

to understand those forces that are be
yond ordinary vision, we will be able
to sccount for many things that are at
present shrouded in mystery, -
However, whilewemay not be able
to explain the causes which pro-

duce certaln events, we can
take measures to counteract many
of them, Anpd tbe pulice powers of all

governments should be vxerted in the
restraint of the cranky and the pun-

ishment of the wilfully criminal, .that |

iodividuals and suciety may be pro-
tected nnd peace und order may be
malotained. Immediate aud - deter-
mined oflicinl actlon means not oniy
the checking of the imitators of
orimes, but the prevention of tbe
spread of thoee influences by which the
evils complained of are promoted.
Human law when founded on justice,
and the eternal laws of the universe,
nre more iotimately associsted than
some people have ever imagined,

THE RUSSELL SAGE SENSATION.

RussELL BAGE appears to he atill the
object of attack by bomb-throwers, and
his house has to be guarded by night
and day. Theterrible tragedy in which
Mr. Bage so recently figured, though
partially explainud, yet retainesome
mysierious features, It is now renson-
ahly ascertained that the unfortunate

bomh thrower was Heory L.Norcross,
& Boston note-broker, and a native of
Lowell, Mass., where he was horn in
1863. It is true Lthe head had been
Identified eleven times before the
Bostoy identification =as pusitively
that of other individusale.

It was owing to ihe exertions of a
newespaper reporter that the Boston
clue was first arrived at. Henry L.
Norcross disappeared from Boston on
the 3rd fnst, just the day hefore the
New York episode. His parents took
leave of bnim on that day. Mrs,
Norcross, his mother, Identifled the
bead of the dynamiter as that of her

son Heary. 8he stated at full
length all the particulars re-
lating to ber son. 8he said he

was well educated, apparently eane,
aod well balanced In every respect,
He talked trequently of making a large
fortune some dsy., On the day of his
departure from Boston he left a letter
written to his mother, telling her that
he was going tv New York 1o quest of
$1,200,000, and that if successful he
would return; If not he would kill him-
relf.

Thebrain of the dead bomhb-thrower
was examined hy medical experts,
There was nothing abnormally wrong
aboul it, The entire hrain woighed
three ounces less than the average,
The cerebellum, bowever, welghed
slightly above the average. Norcross,
it im sald, was pot an aparchist por
sociallst, nor was he ever knowau to in-
duige in speculative politics of any
kind. He entertainey hopes of mak-
ing a fortune, but it was always under-
stood in a legitimate way. It seems
strange that 8 man such as he is
deacribed to have been would present
himself in the manner reported at Rus-
sel Bage's offlce and demand
$1,200,000. .

Norcross was of an inventive turn of
mind, and had several projects in
hand. It is poseiblethat Mr. Bage has
not communleated ail that he knows to
the public. The letter left by Noreross
his mother destroyed, go that his par-
ents alone kpew tbe full particulars,
The act was certainly that of n mad-
man, unless there is some informatiun
connected with it not yet revenled.

If insape, it was a dangerous form of
iusanity. The case 18 well worthy the
fnvestigation of medical and mets.
physical experts. The interests of so-
ciety Jemand thatscme light bethrown
ou it. It ie possible that it was the act
of a man eape io all particulars except
in the inerdinate desire to get rich.

e —
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Buenos Ayres, Dec. 27.—Roca und
Pellezrini declare that Mitre is the
only possivle candijale for the Presi=

deney.



