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qticstion. The City Coumncil claim
that the contract was duly et to the
iowest bidder, and that though
meimbelrs of the Counecil are stock-
holders in the company to which
the contract was let, nothing unlaw-
ful or improper has been done in the
transaction,

The silence of the City Council
when Major Hilva’s communica
tion on behalf of the protesting
company was rec.ived, has caused
much suspensjon and many unfavor-
nble commente. And the pnrsaauce
of the policy on waich the Couneil
started out in this matter, in spite
of the strong showing made by the
ohjectors, added to the issatisfac
tiorn which was felt by the Opden
preople.

Perhaps wien the caso comes uf
fully on its merity, suNlcicut light
and law wiil bo evolved to put the
“Liberal’* Ogden officials in Letter
form than that in which they now
appgar.  Aud it is a nice legal
question whether their assoelation
Wwith a company, will sufiicient]y
sink their identity as individuals to
permii their doing business with
themselves, as public officials on
one hand and the members of a
contracting company on the olher,
This, we suppose, is the real kernel
of the legal nut that will scon have
to be cracked in Ogden.

FREEDOM OF BELIEF.

‘Tue scheme to disfranchise the
“Kformons,” noiwithstanding the
fact that polygamy has become po-
litleally ““a dead issue,* is being re-
vived by local strife-breeders and is
attracting some attention again in
the Iiast. The Manchester, N, II.,
Union has a sensible editorial on the
subject, from which
following exfracts. Bpeaking of the
Declaration and its effects it says:

“This deciaration has been accepted
as siocere by the Federal offleials of
the Territory, amd Is genernily ad-
mitted a great stop in the right direc-
tion. “Iftlw Chureh bhas done this and

in gcotl fmith the object sought has
been altained. But iy appe:ﬁ's that

cortain politicians arc wot satlstied | last night.
‘Ihey cluim to nec hope for | #3id. had revealed war paint on the

with this,
the Republican party by the disfran-
chisement of all némbers of the
Chureh and propose, in the hurry of
the short session, to lobby their ideas
through.

“The man in Utal i+ as much st
liberey to worship necording to the
dlctates of his conscionce a3 is the
maun in New Hampshiro,so long as his
betief i i
govermmpent, For that belief he shouta
not be disftanchiscd nor persecuted.
Froedom. of beliof is and should be
neeordid overy eitizen so long as he
romumits 1o oOvert adt agalnst the pub-
lic pence and pablic morals. Certain

we clip the |
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well-meaning and law-abiding citizen.
Micn are not encouraged to do right by
oppicssion. !

We believe (hefe are the senli-
ments of the great masses of Amer-
ican citizens. Anything contrary
to thein is opposed to the spirit of
republican instituiions and antagor-
istic Lo that liberty to secure and
perpetuate which this great govern-
ment was founded, We ecannct
think that this country has yet
reached to the poiut where predju-<
dice against a religion will prevail
to the destruetion of the liberties of
the elitizen,

STATUS OF THE INLTAN QUESTION

THE assurauce that there i3 no
immediate danger of an Indian
nprising unless the red men are
goadedinto revolt by the belligerent
actions of upscrupulous white peo-
ple, seems to be gaining ground.
Statements to this effect are emanat:
ing from authoritative sources. In.
dividuals who are probably inter-
ested in precipitating an Indiap
war are, however, endeavoring to
break the force of these pacific
assurauces by spreading sensatiounal
reports about Tadian depredalions
which bhave never occurred. TFor
instance,a correspondent of the New
York Sun writcs thuoe:

“Ouc mau, who may prove to he as
biga liar ay the rest of the popalation
of ¥inec Ridge, reports today that the
school houses along Medicine Root
Ureok huve becn destroyed by tho
Indians.”

“It seems probable that the ierrible
fewr of the Indlans liax been construed
here as i confession of hostility, but
it is safc to say, that unless goaded
into war therc is no mmore.fight in the
tho Sioux of Pino Ridgo and Rosebud
than thore 18 in the Senecas of New
York Stafe.

“The Hoscbnd Indians bave ugain
shifted their oamp and are now raid
to be al the mouth of Wounded Kuee
Creel<. Somc of them have orossed
White River, and the alarinisis say
the whole band is rushing to the Buad
Lands, where it will make a fight,

“A lean white pony with a sore
back,whicl is said (o0 have Lecn taken
Jfrom their eamp, was dragged np be-

ia consistent with'Inw and good | educated Indians

fthe accounts of the

fore Agent Royer and all the military
An ex:uningtion, it was

haunches oftiie beast; but if there waa

any paint there it was probuabiy the
i

work of somo yonny Sioux way."”
An Indian spy—Qhost Horae—
wagsent into the eamps of Big Foot
and Hump Oun retarning he
stated  that thers were several
amowg them.
These visi‘ed the towns and ob-
Lained copics of the papers which
they-read to thelr brethren. When
alarm el

it-isthat no palitieal schenies shonld | throughout the country by (he

Pl)g.t‘ allowed to abridge the rights of uby

wllites was 1t this way eomuuni-

The same correspondent also says: |
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cated to the Indiaus they lost their
usual stoicism aund indulged in
hilarious Jaughter, and regarded
these fears as an indication that the
coming of Messizh was near.

The red men are in great avpre-
hension lest an atlempt be made to
disarm them. Here is an extract
from a World special ou that point:

HIt 1 reported by Frank Girard;
Government scount, that tbe Rosebud
Indians and Wounoded Knee Creels
will .be in tomorrow. They are the
last 1o eome. The only chance for
tronble is that if an attempt is made
to disarin tho Indians eome young
hueles will not tamely submit, and are
liable to raise a disturbance. The cow-
boys on White River bave gutherad at
Ben Tibbitta' ranch for protection, and
are prepared to fightif necessary.”

Mr. George Bird Grlanell, an
adopted son of an Indlan chief and
ap able and intelligent man, gives
through the New York Iribune, a
direct and sensible explanation of
the situation. We hbere Introduce
on extract from if:

“Therc is good reason, however, for
believing that there will be no upris-
Ing at all. In all times of expeeted
trouble the Indians first of ail look
out for their women and children,
I'he Indian bravos are tho most at-
fectionate of meil, and if trouble is
apprehended the titsbihing they do is
to placs their women alid ¢hildren out
of the reach of harm. There is now
no place in the country, except iu
Arizona, which is not as acecssible to
the wlhites a8 wo the Indians, and thac
is too far away. The Indians kuow
this as well as the whites. There
M no groat scction of the commiry
! whete there arc uot large sc:tlements
of whites, and where there are not
lines of railway, affording yiuck
trapsportution for noops. Of course,
therois un element of danger o thoe
apread of the Messian doetrine, but
unless the indians @1l get an idea that
they are golng to be resurrecied and
become immortal, they wlill never
start a fight. .

“Fhy Tadians know perfectly well
:hat they cannot etand a long fight,
awdd the older atud wiser heads among
them can be relied upon to try to kee
things quiet, Some old soreheads
like Sitting Bull, the Sioux, aty try
to pot the vouug men to revolt, but
Sitting Buli's influence s on the
wane, aid he is not niuch bulleved In
even in hig own tribe. The greaiest
dangei is that sonie setilers may Kifl
rnf‘u\\' Indians, and the spirit of re-
VeNnge may ¢cause an outbreak. There
lis n strong feeling among the older
gettiers against 1ne Indians. 1 donos
know s0 mueh about the feeling
among the new setticra. There is u
wide gulf between the settler who
thinks tho Indinn is a coyote, atd tho
only good Ingian is a dead one, and
the castern sentimnentalist who he-
fieves the Indian is an angel.

“As8, an examplo of the miracles, I
wliil tell you thax while I was at the
Cheyenne Agency one of the prophets
announced tnat onthe day before he
bad been visited by people who had
zeen dead for a long time, and whe
had brought him a pivee of fut buflalo
meat, Now the Dnling love buflule
tneat, but they have seen none of it
for #ix or weven yeara. ‘The prophet
told the people thut on the following
night he would feed them with the
bifalo weat that had been brougbt to
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