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after spending a second night in cariocani0
egyptagypt I1 arose early in the morning of
june ath 1896 and took alonga long walk
throughgh the city without guide or don-
keykey passing through rue du
one of the principal streets of the city
I1 found myself at the eastern boundary
and at the foot of a spur of the Mok uttam
hills which I1 crosse dand then descend-
ed to a veritable city ot the dead known
as the graves otof the khalillKha lils Hhereere
lie the nobility of egypt for many
generations many of them in costly and
ornamental buildings which are crowned
by domes in regular mosque style I1
was permitted to enter the finest build
ing I1 could see alterafter the doorkeeper had
carefully tied a pair of sandals on my
feet the arab attendant took great
pains to tell me all about it in a lan-
guage of which I1 knew not a single
sentence but I1 was led to understand
that I1 was in the open tomb of one of
the late khedivesKhedives of egypt from the
graves of the khalifeKha lifs I1 walked to the
great citadel where I1 fell in conversa-
tion with some english soldiers one of
whom william cox said he was related
to thomas C patten of salt lake 4 ity
he desired very much to go to utah
himself and hoped to have the privilege
of doing so after he had served his
term as a soldier two of the boys had
recently died with the choleracho lern and I1
was shown the cholera camp on a high
roof within the inclosures of the citadel
at present however it is without ten-
ants and I1 was told that the two deaths
was caused by the unwise conduct of the
soldiers themselves who had mixed
with the natives in their unhealthy
quarters and had drank bad whisky
with them

from the citadel I1 returned to the
hotel by way of the street called boule-
vard mohammed ali paid my hotel bill
drove to the station in a carriage and
left cairo by rail at 1115 a m arriving
at IsmailiIsmailiaaJI1 changed cars for port said
distantdistant fifty miles from Ismailia by rail
where I1 arrived at p m and put
up at a hotel at Ismailia a fellow pass
enger a german voluntarily took my
part against an impudent arab who in-
sisted on acting as my guide though I1
had told him repeatedly that I1 did not
want him my german friend whose
name was constantin fix seeing that
the fellow tried to impose upon me
arose fired with indignation and de-
liberatelylibera tely knocked the arab down
the station police was soon on the spot
but my friend who talked good arabic
was able to give satisfactory explana-
tion and the impudent native scampered
off with a sore head instead of the
money which he wanted to extort from
me port laid is a new town which as
I1 have stated in a former letter and hadbad
no existance before the building of the
suez ship canal it has regular streets
one small artificial park some respect-
able and good sized buildings but
otherwise no particular attractions and
it is only important as the mediterranean
port of the suez canal where all canal
dues are also paid by south bound ships
A fine statue of M ferdinand de
lesseps to whose ingenuity the town
owes its existence adorns the public
park port said gets its supply of fresh
water from the nile through a previously
mentioned canal

everything alive that I1 have seen in

egypt relies upon the nile for its very
existence it certainly is one of the
most remarkable rivers of the world
and as the memorials of antiquity in
the shape of the tombs temples and
monuments of old egypt lie on its
banks a short sketch of that historical
river may nonott prove uninteresting to the
readers of the NEWS miss harriet
martineau who recently wrote a book
on egypt remarks

everything in egypt including life
itself and all that litelife includes depends
on the incessant struggle which the
great river maintains against the forces
of the desert theworld has witnessed
many conflicts but no other so

so protracted and so sublime as the
struggle of these two gigantic powers
the nile and the desert the Ni leever
young because perpetually renewing9 its
youth seems to the inexperienced eye
to have no chance with its stripling force

a david against a goliath against the
desert whose might has never relaxed
from the earliest days till now but the
goliath has not conquered it now and
then he has prevailed for a season and
the tremblersers whose destiny hung on the
event have cried out that all was over
but he has once more been driven back
and nilus has risen up again to do what
we see him doing in the sculptures bind
up his water plants about the throne of
egypt from the beginning the people
otof egypt have hadbad everything to hope
from the river nothing from the desert
much to fear from the desert and little
from the river what their fear may
reasonably be any one may conjecture
who has looked upon a ex-
panse of sand where the little jerboa
burrows and the hyena prowls at night
under these hillocks lie temples and
palaces and under the level sands a
whole city the enemy has come inin
from behind and stifled and buried it
what is the hope of the people from the
river anyone may witness who at the
regular season sees the people grouped
on the eminences watching the advanc-
ing waters and listening for the voice of
the crier or the boom otof the cannon
which is to tell the prospect orer event of
the inundation of the year the nile
was naturally deifieddelfied by the old in-
habitants it was a god to the mass
and at least one of the manifestations otof

to the priestly order As it was
the immediate cause otof all they hadadd
all they hoped for the creative power
regularly at work before their eyes
usually conquering though occasionally
checkedcheckeditit was to them the good power
and the desert became the evil one
hence originated a main part of their
faith embodied in the allegory of the
burial of osiris in the sacred stream
whence he arose once a year to scatter
blessings over the earth

the sources of the nile which is so
intimately bound up with the fortunes
and creed of a great people were long
involved in mystery the sources of
the blue nile was discovered by james
bruce in 1770 but that of the more im-
portant white nile which is indeed the
true nile remained in
mystery until quite recently when its
source was discovered in or adjacent to
the great lake now called victoria in
central africa by the late dr livingston
and others the river flows out otof said
lake on the north just beyond the
equator in a channel yards wide
and pouring over a mass of igneous
rocks forms the ripon falls twelve

feet high in latitude op0 ao20 north and
longitude 33 y east proceeding in a
northwesterly direction it forms theth
haruma and the murchisonbison falls and
joins the albert nyanza emerging
from this second reservoir the white
nile or bahr el abiad of the arabs still
keeps to the northwest and through a
country recently opened up by the late
general gordon and his lieutenants
goesoes onward to Gond the great5depot of the ivory dealers 1900 feet
above the sea over a gently undulat-
ing plain with many windings but no
great descent it strikes to the north
west and afterwards to the northeast
for nearly miles receiving in
latitude 990 15 north its first great
affluent the bahr el gazal or gazelle
river a slow and shallow stream from
the west taking an easterly direction
for eighty miles and curving southward
for thirty miles it is augmented by the
waters of the giraffe and the lobat
after which it takes a northerly course
with a full and tranquil current and a
breadth varying from 1700 to feet
for nearly miles thus it arrives at
Kbartom the capital of nubia in latit-
ude 15 37 mortn here it is that it re-
ceives the river which for generations
was supposed to be the nile the river
which the adventurous bruce traced to
its fountains the blue nile or bahr el
ahrek it is formed by the junction of
the abai which rises in abyssinia fifty
miles from lake dembec and feet
above the sea and the blue river
which has its sources in the southern
highlands and is fed by the deriderdender
and the

at khartoum the blue nile is yards
wide and the white nile only yards
but the latter is much deeper and its
flow of water more continuous flow-
ing north lorfor sixty miles across wide
pasture plains and past malfara and
ancient meroe the nile arrives at its
first cataract or rather rapid which is
the seventh counting from the rivers
mouth rolling onward it passes
chendy and receives at el darner in
latitude 17 45 north the atbara or

or dsas it is often called in al-
lusion to its muddy waters the bahr el
aswad or black river

from this point the great river
traverses for miles the rich well
cultivated and numerously inhabited
country of the berbers to enter on a
widely different region a wilderness of
sand barren and desolate where the
ruins of antiquity lie overwhelmed by
the sandstormssandstorms of centuries below the
island of mogree in latitude 18 north
it bends sharply to the southwestwardsouth westward
three cataracts or rapids marking this
part of its course it then takes a north-
westerly direction crosses the desert ot
Bahi onda forms another cataract
diverges to the northeastnorth east and flows
through the rapids of wady haifa
passes inin a much narrower valley the
ruins of abou derr
housseinHouss andaad Kalab and
at assoian anciently alyene in latitude
24 5 23 north descends into upper
egypt by itsils largest cataract which isis
the seventh from its source or the first
from its mouth all these cataracts are
really rapids which almost disappear
when the nile isis at its height during the
period of the annual inundation they
are caused by the encroachment of the
rocks upon the river channel which
dividing into several small streams
pours its waters through the craggy
defiles with considerable fury


