BY W. E. BURLOCK, JR.
" “THE COUNTY CHAIRMAN.”

A rural drama without a single 'l
awan” or “b' gosh” in it, with no tear-
ful heroines who have been wronged,
ad no snow storma Into which the
young Mother and her babe have bheen
driven by a stern but godly parent,

Incredible! fs the cry, but nevertheless
it has happened, and George Ade, in his

tomeldy drama, ““The County Chalr-
mar Is responsible,
fuch an upseiting of theatrical tra-

d was never before heard of, unless
i was when Ade brought his “'Sultan
fof Sulu” to Brcadway without a single

ehorus girl who had been named in a

notorious divoree sult, a single Tender-
l Joke or Immodest suggestion, and
ha t running to packed houses for
n after farces and musglcal coms
2 supposedly reeking with the sont
of thing Broadway demands, wers proe
'.»\ ¢d, had thelr little vogue and passed
I "The County Chalrman” Ade has
fnoa play which should duplicate

the run of the Sultan

LS scenes are ladd In @ small Indlana

Villige  and 1t falrly reeks with s
b ttmosphere, It {8 the real true
co 100, as Ade knows, for he Jived
Live years of his life amld just such
« ors and scenes, and fn conges
U they ring trie, 8o true that
. the r Yorker who has never
¥ i XCept Across the oonan,
" vohom such villages and scenes
| dreams of Imagination can real
’ truth of the plature and und
¥ emotions which sway the age
1 ople guch as thess
12 man who onee llved in
B itmosphere, and 1t is sald t
f noin New York over thirty
- live In a country village,
\ N back to the duys of Lils boy
I shows him how far he haa
{ I and how much he has achieved
, ¢ o Inft the asountry =0 clearl
f 1 tly that n feellng of such
K v steals over him  that 1)
hs I see tha play again and ye
¥ I"hi Is human malure, amd It
& George Ado fmbibed In the
' g villuge a keen inxlght to
| ! trades upon his knowledge that
! (o plays which e successes
‘ I ngt of e Coundy Chadr-
indd in front. of the general
; Antlpeh In the summer A cone
N Lo nominate the prosecuting at-
for the county s In progress in
! [t wing village .and the whole
ity Is walting to hear who I8
' Lted
fackler the County Chalirma
! I by  Maoacklyn  Arbuckle, brings
\ i young law partner, Till-
Wheeler, was chosen afler forly
windl that the opposing candiduts
| o Judge Ellas Righy (Charles
X ) and  the ftalthor of the girl
had that afterncon asked (o
m und who hag promised 1o
(
Havkler ts a big, blaff, rongh but
ild countryman, with a fund of
ind shrewdness which gen
nanage to land him on top, Al
the part was delightful Ha
wirn to the role, and his per-
necess wind quite as pronoun ed
the plece. Barle Hrowi;, a8
 Wheeler, was i wioa et spot
antire cast R Wiy Insipneere,
¥ | namby-pamby, evon when
| foread him into making o
L the taunts of Judge RIE
ove s ¢ with Lucy Righ
T th he were | ned
,:|l|\\|| ’~ \
i experience nd perhinps
| fot W goores, but  bha
(n me to bhe sadl- In need of a
tlong from some up-to-date
I How to ary when In love
o1 { the se 1 net 18 the
{ @& (Jrove, where R 1y apw
I‘\ \ | il i
Wheelor a z him to
L folnt e 1‘ \ htitl
a would no [ 18
. i fathor word
i e It no longer o (e
i ho n of 1 e
\ e o
eht In this nct
1 para pia |
' ) s ol
i \ ol and plea=an
m the usual participants b
1les
rd ¢ . four daya hefore ele
taly nroof that Righy
2 IO 1o ft v hi trust
irs hefore B * had won by
faly and disghonest trick tho
m the Ve wath In ! o,
Hackle ( 1 dhanee to both
m al the election and wipe

out partially the old score by the pub-
leation of these facts

Mrs, Righy hears of his datermination
and In a sdene eloquent by Its simple
pathos prevalls upon him to forego his
Levenge,
The last act shows the Town Hall on
ection night. er the tide of returns
g swayed the advantage from one 1o
the other, Wheeolery finally deoclarsl
elected, and Laey, who had quarrelled
with him over his wonls to and about
hor father, completes his happiness by

him and all 1 hanpnil
gh Macklyn Arbuckle Is featurad

title role, 1t Is doubiful
antributes more to the s8uc
piece than does Willis P
wfras |1

O the programime
local touch of color
Of color (black) he eertalnly had

enough Maore vild not hay

no matter how much there

heen £oen
might have

be his obsery ms, dellvered (n
a g lown-South darky acoent,
wor A W A nle f ehamaoter work

a8 has bean seen on Broadway for many
a day., Mirinm Nesbitt as Lacy Righy
and Grace Plsher and Rose Beaudet also

Philogophers amd savants may write
for vears, but they will nover come closer
to the colored hrother's {dea of 1ife than
Bassafras does when he gays

“What's the use of belng
to work all tha time ar

) mgent 1§ the County Chalr-
man's remack when the eandidate says
something about H \

“Your campa
nothing hut th

free? Have

you're

goecrea Ade nd sup-
' Iy a confirmes ) showa
his knowledge of fem!ninity when Jim

Haoltler says to Wheeler, when he wanta

v boy \ worth hn 1
" t have a oultter
Ry ,‘h 1 n ( " thim b |>|‘I h
human nature  apigy naticlsed with
wl ' h_thia f \ |
Now York it Reep
mury mont A i ol
New Kk dine (g ( i
snapny fun, for vboand vhing
else s “"The County Chalrmar

MRS. CARTER.

Mre, Lealle Cartor Is now In the mid
dla of lher soecial of

gEngement of twe

fy-iw rforma it Rela [

e vl althoush 1 iy r fwo
i which she I wly playen
York to ¢ i 1 Voar

each, 1t I8 anly by a lueky chanes that

» t Lt gt nowndavs, With the

tromendous prestige which slhe enfovs

now It Is diMeult to say how long she
couldl play to the ipacity of the Bos

ingoo Theatre in a new drama of eguu!

sirength to “"Da Barey" and “Zaza.”™
Mr, Helasro has promiged we sha v
an opportunity to test | matier vt
your, it with My Carter's 184 1
oontin g as it do t 1 1o f

prigng I it was the fall of 1506 i vl

of 141 w | OELW

MISS ELIZABETH'S PRISONER

Willlam Faversham, My Charles

I"rohman’s “'n tary tar, 8o
CinusEs foew npeo ( 1 0 ! | 1
or hi { | } [} 1 1
the tirical firmament ¢ 1
il New York « gon {
t | 1 M y
R. N\ B d Evall Sw
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' wit he & n
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ol W g speech 1A g4 vuics
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Plays and Players in the Principal Theatres--

y-New York and Elsewhere. ¢
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THE STAGE OF TO-DAY

v »

1L
CARTER,
Pelasco |

at tke

1

A oy ind she was pacing
and down the floor, At 1 o'clork he
) lown, and, reaching for
That's a cley ook, I regret that
! ! 1 1 of it, but I must

s} Vil it she didn't sav a
word, G ook, she mhovad ft

and dashed out of the

n'"' has be !
I Migs Adams's conle
v pe heen on the road sl
ened. and 1t was not until Sunday
n M Sheldor nrrive with the
Roston, that th

zn anothar

Wiggs of
¢ ibout Jan. 1. Tha
\ P 4 y wilgat 1 « mmdle necessary

[debiler & Cn W orgar

mpa to produce **Mr

! plendld success
¢ optimigm has scored .\Li
1 he ‘)r..‘ tlon la frealy

York ngagement

n vy the remainder of the seas




