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ment made me very angry the idea
of the commanding general of the great
army giving orders that he was to be
awakened under no circumstances when
such vital interests were under his
charge seemed to be simply awful I1
was so wrought up over the matter that
I1 thought I1 would go to the president
and tell him about the halleck order
in the first place however I1 decided to
ask general who know
my superior officer I1 did so and told
him that I1 was going to see the presi-
dent he replied by asking me what
business it was of mine whether the
order was sent or not said he my

have nothing to do with general
Hallhalleckseckls orders we have done our
lutyduty it is our business to receive and

deliver dispatches and that is all we
do I1 was still angry but after general
Sstagersagers making such a remark 1I could
do nothing he was my superior officer
endand his answer was in the nature of an
order

was this the case with the other
officers I1 askedno ls21 replied mr rosewater many
of the officers watched things more care
fully take general burnside lorfor iin-
stance

n
he often remained up all night

I1 couldifould not in fact tell when he slept
and I1 often wired him dispatches as lavelate
as 5 in the morning I1 had
known burnside before I1 met halleck
and I1 did not think much of a man who
could not stay awake upon great occas-
ions all night general burnside was
in command at the battle otof fredericks
burg where he had you know such a
disastrous defeat he did not wish to
be commander of the army and he told
president lincoln that he was not com-
petent to take charge of it lincoln in-
sisted however and he at last accepted
the place burnside maintained that
there was treachery in the war depart-
ment and that the rebels got the orders
sent out from the war devartdepartmentment as
soon as liehe did and that in this way they
were able to counteract his proposed
movements before he executed them

was lincoln in the office at the time
of the battle otof fredericksburg I1 asked

yes replied mr rosewater he
came into the office at 8 that
morning and remainediema ined there until long
after dark he came over from the
white house in hisbis slippersslippersI remember
it was sunday and the dispatches were

goingering and coming all day president
lincoln stood behind me much of the

time and dictated the dispatches to me
which I1 wrote and sent I1 took the
answers as they came from the wires
and handed them to him we were
sending and receiving news all morning
at poonnoon the dispatches were stillstid coming
and instead otof getting a luxichlunch secretary
stanton sent his ice pitcher over to the
winder building and had it filled with
beer and this beer with some crackers
made up the innab of the party general
eckertackert captain fox acting secretary of
the navy all taking their turn at the
pitcher president lincoln took his
sharere of the beer and I1 am I1 venture
one of the few men who have ever taken
a drink of beer with president lincoln

how did president lincoln act at
such times

ahehe was perfectly simple and ununas-
suming replied mr rosewater I1 nehe
did not seem at all nervous during the
battle though it was going against us
the result was you know an awful de-
feat and we lost more than in

killed and wounded burnside did not
want to make the attack but he was
overruled by secretary stanton and
president lincoln alterafter the battle it
seemed to me that president lincoln
was very much depressed and worn he
was never however averse to a joke and
a laugh seemed to relieve him shortly
alterafter the battle of fredericksburg burn-
side was released iromfrom command and
frank leslieaLe newspaper published an
illustration in which lincoln was
represented as the high chief executioner
with a great big axe in his hand chop-
ping off heads on the ground near
him inin this picture lay McClel lans head
which had just been chopped off be-
side this was the head otof burnside and
there were other heads at hand ready to
be cut off it was not long after this
fight that one of these papers was lying
on one of the telegraph tables when
president lincoln came in As be was
looking at it general burnside entered
they discussed the picture together and
both laughed heartilybeir tily over it

1I suppose there were many funny
things happening even during the dark-
est days otof the war were there not

I1 yes replied mr rosewater there
were many little interesting things which
seemed silly to me at the time the
war was to me so serious that I1 could
not appreciate that great minds like that
of presidentedt lincoln must have relaxa-
tion I1 remember once when things
looked the blackest tom thumb and
general nutt were brought by P T
barnum to the white house president
lincoln and his cabinet gave up business
for an hour and spent it in being enter-
tained by them this at the time
seemed to me outrageous I1 thought it
was a very foolish proceeding to en-
gross the attention of the president at
such a time but it was perhaps a needed
relaxation I1 saw tom thumb after-
ward and he told me that he rode to the
white house that day in a carriage
which was given to him by queen vic-
toria

did president lincoln really know
much about the operations otof the war
I1 asked

yes indeed president lincoln
knew of every movement on the military
chess board he directed many of the
operations himself it was hebe whowhorere-
moved mcclellan I1 dont think the
real story of this order has ever been
told it was just after the battle of
antietam in september 1862 both
lincoln and stanton hadbad been urging
mcclellan to move on after general
lees army and capture it I1 sent for
president lincoln message after mes
sage to mcclellan directing him to
move on and mcclellan repeatedly re-
plied that rapid movement wasimwas impos-
sible

pos
he held back on variousvarious pretexts

and finally sent a message which capped
the climax this last telegram was as
jellowslolJol lows

president lincoln
Aaee are still delayed cavalry

horses tongues are sore
signed GEORGE B MCCLELLAN
the idea of stopstoppingping a greatgreat army

because of the soreness of the tongues
of the horses was more than lincoln
could stand within an hour after the
telegram came McClel lans was off an
order was issued relieving him of the
command of the army of the potomac

how did secretary stanton impress
you I1 asked

edwin M stanton seemed tvto me a

man of great force replied editor
rosewater there was no joking
about him and he did an enormous
amount of work you must remember
that there were no stenographers or
typewriters then to write telegrams and
letters stanton wrote the most oiof his
dispatches which were very numerous
I1 sent oftoff many telegrams for president
and mrs lincoln and it was a curious
thing to me that mrs Lincol ns hand

ing was so much like that of the
president that you could hardly tell them
apart As for general burnside be
wrote a worse handband than horace greeley
secretary Stantons penmanship was in
a big round hand I1

how about your work with the army
mr rosewater telegraphing during
a battle mustmusi be very exciting

yes it is replied mr rosewater
1GII was in a number of minor engage-
ment and I1 did all the telegraphing
that was done for our army at the second
battle of bull run I1 thought our army
was going to move right on to rich-
mond at that time and I1 asked that I1
might be detailed to accompany general
pope so that I1 might be one of the first
io10 arrive at the rebel capital at bullball
run I1 hadbad my instrument placed on the
ground among the dead horses there
was shooting going on around me and I1
could not tell whether we were whipping
the rebels or whether they were whip-
ping us general pope was sending
dispatches all day stating that he was
beating the enemenemyy while in fact he was
really being defeated at the first bat-
tle of bull run you know there were a
line of couriers which brought the news
to fairfax court housebouse from where it
was telegraphed to washington the
wire was not carried to the battle itself
but the news was brought for ten miles
to fairfax station and then sent on
the day of the battle the telegraph
office desk chair etc consisted otof a
railroad tie upon which the instrument
was placed I1ahehe operator was a man
named rose he sent dispatches up
until 4 0 clock stating that everything
was going well and then for a time
there was no news and finally came a
dispatch stating our army is in full re-
treat president lincoln and his
cabinet were in the Wwarar department
officeceatat theotimethe time and the news wasawas a
great shock to them that same night
however orders were telegraphed over
the country for reinforcements and you
know men enlisted within two
days

what kind of machinery did you
carry with you to the field I1 asked

not much replied mr rosewater
during my service with general fre-

mont in west virginia as well as in the
campaign with general pope all I1 had
was a pocket instrument about three
inches wide and six inches long I1
could connect my instrument with any
wire at any point and could disconnect
it when we were through telegraphing
wherever the army was stationed for
any length of time we would establish
an office sometime we had a board
placed on the ground for the instrument
and we sat on the ground to do our
telegraphing the war telegraphers
were often watched by sharpshooters
and we hadbad to be careful in selecting our
positions sometimes the telegraph in-
strumentI1 menttit would be placed in front of the
army and sometimes it would be away

I1 inin the rear the day before the second
battle of bull run the wires had been


