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A RULE OF RUIN.

While the Bupreme court of Califor-
nis is taking vigorous measures for the
suppression of steck gambling, the
council of Oakland have been consid.
ering an ordinance against public
pool selling in that oity. But the or-
dinance has failed.

There is a useful pointer in this to
the corrupt tendencies of muniecipal
government, It adds Oakland to the
list of cities which are ruled by the
vicious element. An act of the
council expressly licensing gambling
houses, would not more squarely give
notice to the world that the gamblers
of Oakland are running the eity.

The Chronicle, in speaking of the re-
jected messure, declares that a large
majority of the citizens were in favor
of its passage. Theexperience of other
cities that have had their struggle
with vice shows that an ordinary
majority in such a case will not count.
The vitallty of this pest of society is
gsuch ~ that you may chop the
body asunder and wiih the head intact
and the mouth in a vigorous condition
it will revive, and before you can turn
round it will swaliow you at a gulp.

This is what it has done for San
Francisco, for Chicago, for SBacramento
and for New York. <Cincinpati and
Deuver ure in its clutches, and we
might say in its jaws, for while they
are still making a show of resisiance
the monster has got a foul grip on them
that makes struggling a vain emn-
deavor.

Balt Lake City is not exactly turned
over into the hands of the gamblers,
the rumsellers and the habitual patrons
of vice, but it ia getting there tast. As
with Osklapd, the element of decency
and good order 8 In the majority, but
the minority seems to be invigorated
with audacity more than sufficient to
equalize things. Just now it is making
a ‘‘Liberal’” effort for supremacy and
if #t succeeds will in s short time do
very much as it pleasea,

—-—

THE WAY THAT WILL WIN.

THE political organizalions recently
formed in this Territory are making
exertions, to draw into their ranks
thore former members of the People’s
party who are as yet undecided as to
their future party affiliations. They are
each achieving some success, Weare
of the opinion that they would make
better headway if their ad vocates would
confine their arguments to facts, figures,
legitimate inferences snd logical con-
clusions, with such illustrations, hu-
morous and otilerwise, as will serve to
convey fair impressions of the princi-

THE DESERET WEEKIY.

ples of their party and the.yeakness of
the claims of their onmmk

Bome of the orators #s« #riters on
either side are getting down to the level
of the mere partizan, misrepresenting
the doctrines, alms and acts of their
adversaries, and using the common
clap-trap of electioneering tactics. It
will be a matter of great regret if for-
mer members of the People’s party
sball indulge in this kind of humbug
and deception.

Whatever errors political parties
may have imbibed, it is not true that
either of them has in view the destruc-
tion of this npation, the overthrow of
the national government, or the estab»
lishment of s monarchial orother form
of degpotism. The Democratic party
dees not want anarchy, the Republi-
can party does not desire abzolutism.
Both parties accept the Constitution
and the laws madein pursusnce there-
of as the supreme law of the land, and
neither nims to destroy it. They mere-
ly ditfer as to its scope and meaning
and the powers intended to be vested
by it in the Federal authorities.

To ascribe all the troubles that have
ceme upon the country, or the persecu-
tions suffered by the ‘-Mormon?’ people
solely tv one party, or the other, is to
ignore the facts of history and make
accueations that cannot be established
by the facts. It isunwise to do this.
It is equally foolish to attemnpt to make
the principles of s party responsible
for the acts of its members, when its
platform contains nothing to warrant
the charge.

‘fhe **Mormon’’ people have suffered
so much from this sort of misrepre-
sentation that no person claiming con-
nection with them should resort to it
for any purpose. And the thoughtful
among them will be much more strong-
iy attached to a party that does not
depend upon such methods to win
converts, than to one that has nDo
better arguments than such #8 these in
ite support.

It is alleged that the masses of the
people of Utah are ignorant of polltics.
And it is claimed that the present
movementis & campaign of education.
Bome of the political soldiers engaged
in it are moving fairly on this line.
But others are deploying in various
directions, pursulng devious ways and
resorting to the tactics we have de-
scribed. Thie will not win.

Ifthere is not sufficient difference 1o
the principles of the two parties to
make one appear, preferable to the
other by fair contrast, then the divis-
ion between them is without pense,
and o waste of time and means and
energy. The people are not bungry
for buncombe, they are Jooking for

light.

THE FACTS IN THE CASE.
THE organ of the riug ‘‘Liberal”
faction is endeavoring to make it ap-
pear that the present movement on
national party lines in the Territory is
a “Mormon” scheme to secure State-
buod. Persons not acquainted with
the origin of the movement would be
led to believe from the statements
daily repeated, that the Mormons
started it and induced some unsophisti-
cated and some office-seeking Gentiles
to join them in the attempt to establish
‘s bMormon Btate.>?

How do the gentlemen who were
the prime movers in these political or-
ganizations Jike this kind of treat-
ment? The ‘*“Mormons’’ have become
accustomed to the lying and abuse of
the ring ergan and they care little or
nothing about it. But the Gen-
tiles*’? who came honestly to the
conclusion that loeal strifes ought
to cease, that local parties were
a detriment instead of an advantage to
the Territory, and that Utah’ future
would be bettered and brightened by
the union of its citizens with the great
national parties, are now having a
slight taste of the stream of bitterneas
and mendacity which has been poured
out for years for the ‘“Mormong’’ to
drink. What df they think of it?

Obvservant people on the spot know
that the present pelitical movement
was started, not by ¢Mormons™ but
by ‘“Gentiles,”” most, if oot all, of
whom had been associnted with the so-
called ‘‘Liberal”> party. The ‘‘Mor-
mons’’ had nothing to do with it. The
leading ides of its originators was,that
while Utah’s politics were pimply a
gtrugile between loeal parties for
local supremacy, having no connection
with or recognition from either of the
great nDational parties, her progress
would be obstructed and she wouid be
hindered from sattaining that great.
ness and prosperity to which she is
entitled by numbers, wealth, intel-
ligence and resources.

They perceived the fact that the
barrier which heretofore had hindered
affiliation with those parties hnd been
removed. That the ¢‘Mormon®’ people
had voluntari’y yielded to the de-
mand of the nation in reference to it.
And that there was nothing now in the
way of those harmonious relations with
the rest of the country which have
been for years declared to be de-
sirable.

They saw still further that the so-
called ¢ Liberal”? party had become
simply a party seeking the disfran-
chisement of thousands of good eiti-
zens solely on account of their alleged
beliei. We say alleged belief advisedly,
pecause many of them do not enter



