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[ From the London Times, ]

A French Officer's Opinion of the British
Army.

A French officer of high rank, who hes seen a |
great deal of service, has, in a letter ta an English
officer, given his opinion as fo the state of the
British army before Sevastopol. Afler praising
our engineers and artillery in the highest possible
terms, the wrifer proceeds:

*You may think m>, perhaps, foo severe in the
opinion I give of the English cavalry, but were
you out here you would yourself beustill more
severe. 'T'he cavalry of an army on field service |
should be the eves and ears of the force. In the |
Enghsh army that arm is neither the one nor the |
other, an1 this with perhaps the very best mater- |
1al in the world to form an excellent cavalry.

The superior officers (les afficiers superienrs)
of the English dragoons know nothine whatever
of their duty, beyond how 10 turn a regiment out
of the stables and the harrack yard in good order.
But I must do them the justice 1o say, that the
general officers commanding their divisions and
armies (lenr corps d’a'mees) really don’t know |
how to nse the cavalry put under their command. |
After the battle of Alma, an effective cavalry
would never have lost sight ¢f the enemy, and
every movement of the Jatter would have been
communicated forthwi'k to Lord Raglan. But
it was pot so. An hour before the first shot was
ficed at Inkermann the English general was per-
fectly ignorant of a single Russian being near |
him.  In point of fact, the Russian army at In- |
kermann fell upon the English force just as much |
as if the latter had no outposts, no guards, and no |
cavalry.

Even at Alma the Enelish cavalry might very
well have followed the Russians, cut them up to
a considerable extent, or, at any rate, have pre-
vented their retiring as they did. But what did
the English cavalry effect on that occasion? No-
thing whatever. The Russians went away in as
good order as if they were returning from a pa-
radey the only molestation they suffered was from
the guns of the English artillery. The cavalry
of Lord Raglan’s army did not annoy them in
the least. This, combined with their usslessness
at Inkermann, cansed the English eavalry 1o be
much laughed at (d’etre bien meprise) by the
infantry of that armv. Their leader’s name was
made the subject of a pun. The writer here
alindes, I imagine, to Lord Lucan being called
Lord ‘Lookon,” after Alina and Inkermann.

This leads me to the desperate folly of the
charge at Ralaklava. Mucﬂ has been said of
that charge, but in our own army there is but one
opinion 2s {o the extreme bravery of those who
obeyed the order and rode fo certain death, and
of the utter madness and culpable throwing away
of  life on the part of those who gave the order.
The order was cansed by a sort of desperation on
the part of the cavalry leaders, who preferred
death to being sneered at by thewr comrades in
the infantry.

“*And now I come to {he consideration of the
Finglich infantry. OFf this arm of their service I
will say that for the balile-field, in hand-to-hand
encounters, they are certainly the bravest men in
the world; but for guarding 1hemselves, whether
on picket or in the trenches, from the surprise of
the enemy, they are by no means good soldiers—
very far from 1t., The English infantry, as at
present constituted, should be kept for fighting.
and for that alone. The work of gnarding them
in the trenches should be performed by other
troops,

The defect is not the fault of the cfficers, who
seem fo urge as much as posaible upon the men
how necessary it is to keep a good and vigilant
wafeh at all times; but with the soldiers them-
selves there is a want of thought, an utter reck-
lessness as to consequences, provided the present
hour can be rnjoyed, which is to us Frenchmen
most marvellous,

But this is a fault thronghont the English army.
From Lord Raglan down to the private sentinel,
no one seems for a moment to give a thought as
to what the morrow may bring forth; and pre-
cedent seems to them sufficient excuse for any |
amount of blunders.

Then again, the infantry of the English army
are dressed and accou'red in a manner the mos!
absurc. They still wear the stiff leather stock,
which we discarded long ago. The white leather
belts, which in our army gave way fo black bel's
five years since, still find favor in their eyes. In
vlace-of a single belt. with movable pouch upon
it, the English foot soldier still has his chest con-
fined by the abominable belt across it, which
must in a great measure confine his lnngs.

Although very fine and very muscular men,
they are not trained in any way to walk, run,
fance, or make the best use of their limbs, as is
the case in our infantry. They are merely tanght
to hold themselves erect, march with precision,
and hindle their arms together and as ordered.

Individual intelligence or personal perfection in
their profession is never thought of.

To sum wp, the men are as fine
finer, than any infantry in the world, but the sys-
tem is the worst 1t is possible to conceive. Their
own officers, or at any rate such amongst them
as are the lovers of their profession. see the truth
of all this, and lament greatly the défects of their
army. But what can they do to bring about a
better state of affairs? Nothing. The seniors
are so wedded to all that is old-fashioned as 1o

120k upon every change as a sort of military re-
volution.
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| From the Syracuse Journal.]

[Extract from a letter dated at St. Petersburg, June 5,
to friends in this city.]

Peterhoff, Cronstadt, &e.

A few days since | went, in comp iny with
sowie three hundred excursionis's, to Poterhoff
and Cronstadt. We had the best steamer on
tie Neva, a band of musie from the liperial
Guards, and the best of all, half a dozen Amer-
icans, Passing down the river we had a fine
chance to see the vast preparations made for de-
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' number of these asz the allies.
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fending the city iteelf since the d_enln:'uth,n,n.f’the Church apostatized, but contend that it was

the state of seige. Batteries have heen thrown |
up on all the islands and consts. Every person |
who has yisited this capital must yet grasp firm- |
Iy remembrances of the gardens and groves of
Vorsilie Ostroff  That venerable island, which
has been smiling and slumbering eversince the
days of Peter, i1s now girt in full armor, and
numberless satellites, in the shape of snappish |
little gun boots, are in continual attendance. :

An hour’s voyage brought us in full sight of the |
forts of Cronstadl, and shortly after the fléet of !
the allies was looming up five or six miles be.
yond. To every one of us whose mind had
been at all pent toward a ealenlation of the ehar-
acter of the war, every foot of the way beezme |
interesting.  Stretching away to the right from |
the town of Cronstadl across the gulf shore of
Finland, was the submarine wall of stones and
piling, at which an army has been oceupied
during the past winter. lts objeet is toshulthe
north channel, which, thovgh generally' too
shallow for frigates, would admit gun-boats,—
You m¥lst not picture to yourself this wall as a |
grand piece of regular masonry in finish granite |
like Peter's quays. On the contrury, ils pre- |
sence isonly dencled by specksand spots here ]
and there, and by a long rank of dismantled fri i
gates, atchored so as to command every part of |
it.  Coming nearer we passed two fleets of Rus- |
sian gun-boats. Tuese are perhaps sisty feet
long, some propelled by steam, some by oars—
the former earrying three great gnns, the latter
two. The Russians claim to have as great a
It is also gaid
that the Rus:ian boats are much better adapted
to these waters. While nboard of one some
weeks since at a trial of her machivery, there
were shown me several parts for which this su-
periority is claimed.

Soon we came into a goodly company of
steam frigates, and among them most trim of all
was the Kamschatka, built some years sinee at
New York. Then we made our way through
all the Rnssian fleet, the bands on every side
playing the national anthem, chorussed by hur-
rahs loud and long.

Then we ran close under the forts and batte-
ries of celebrated narrow passage—the western
gate of the Empire. It would greatly tax the
boldest imagination, not spurred on by the view
itself, to fancy eve » g0 immense a eombination
of defences. At our right towered Fort Men-
chikoff, of horse shoe shape, four tiers high, and
of granite. On the left was Kron Kron Casile,
a fortress of still greater size. Stretching ont
trom these were long ranves f batteries covered
with enormous guns. Farther west was Rie-
band—the greatest fort of all.

Like Kron Castle, it is circular in plan, and
built of granite hewn in great square blocks.—
Still further in front wus Fort Alexander,and a
nomber of other forts, from which branches long
lines of heavy cannon in battery. The chaanel
itself is so narrow that not more than two or
three vessels could be arranged abreast in it,
and it could be swept at any moment hy the con-
centrated fire of nearly all these forts and bat
terics—by a fire coming from five d flerent di-
rections. Add, then, to this that two first class
ships of the line stand protected by the forts but
sweeping with their whole broadsides the whole
channel lengthwise—that no place could be het-
ter fitted for defence by submarine batteries—
that according to all accounts Jacobi, the mas-
ter spirit in all such devices, has been constantly
at work—think of all these, and you will then
be in a way to estimate the probable emacia-
tion of any foe who proclaims bis intention of
passing that way to his dinner in St. Petersburg

A long way out was the hostile fleet, thien
numbering twenty-six, and all steamers except
one. They were arranged in long lines aeross
the gulf, and their magnificent appearance no
doubt gladdened the hearts of the Englishmen
of our party, It was asplendid sight. By the
aid of a glass every part of their hulls were seen
distinetly. They have already shown much
boldness. A few days since a steamer, the
“Bulldog,” came so elosely inthat the faces of
the crew were clearly seen  Though within
eagy range not a shot was fired on either side.
There s a Russian story that the Emperor has
given orders to let his enemies fire the first
shot,

The allies seem to have employved the time
since their last visit to some profit, for now,
thanks to improved charts, they run freelyabout
in waters which last year they dared not ap-
proach. A perfect chart of the Gulf of Fin-
land and the Nevais not a thing easily to be ob-
tained, as you may well imagine, when you
know that taking soundingsin time of peace is
punished asa crime. There are evidently other
dangers to the fleet besides these, arising from
sands or stones. The mystificators here often
laugh in a quiet way overone of Jacobi’s pereus- |
sion balteries, which broke from ite anchor and |
was strack by a n Fionish fishing smack, The
story runs that, et last necounts, vessel and crew
were voyaging st a most uncomfortable distance
cloud-ward, and in a very loose condition gen-
erally.

Immense additions have been made to the de-
fences of Urnnatudtduring the past winter.—
Hardly a day has passed when we have not seen
long trains of heavily loaded sledges on their
way overthe ice seaward. The trundeling of
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'seech yon to weigh tl.em as becometh a wise,

cannon and amunition through the streets is the
most commmon occurrence, I met to-day sever-
al wroughtiron gun carriages, of a size perfectly
gigantic, poing toward these defences.
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The Opimon of the Reformers on the
Law of Marriage.

The whole Protestant community admit that
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resfored to its pristine beauty and order by the
Fathers of the Reformation in the sixteenth cen-
tury. Deeming it important that the pretended
lovers of the fathers of the Reformation shonld
know what their (the falhers’) opinions on the
law of maniage weres—that if it is at all pos-
sible to bring them to a consistent line of conduct,
they may be prevented from fizhting against and
condemning those fathers as thev do fathers
Abraliam, Tsagae, and Jacob, and aill" the aneient
worthies;—we therefore present our readers with
the following faet in reference to this tmportant
malter:— ' |

Phillip, Landgrave of 'Hesse, one of the prin-
cipal lords and princes of Germany, wrote fo the
great Reformer, Martin Lutber, and to the prin-
cipal heads of the Protestaut Refor mation, desiring
the privilege of a seeond wife.  Many arguments
were used by Phillip, showing that the practice
was in accordance with the Bible, and not prohi-
bited upder Christian dispensation. Luther tnet
in_couneil with the principal divines to consult
upon the proprietysof granting the reqnest of the
Landgrave, = After thorough investigation of the
subject, they granted his request in a lengthy
letter, from whieh I will here give you an extract.
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The noize of the lashing nearly drowned every
other sound, but a delorous ehdut was commen-
ced and responded to by those who were engaged
in the flagellation,  making the scene one of the
wost singulur churacter. ~ After some time elap-
sed, & bell wus rang for this sort of penance to
cease, but it was some mihufes before the sum-
mons was obeyed by all.” The candles were
hrought hack, the door wiis opened, and the cere-
mony wus over, Oune after anothen, those who
haa taken part in it, and who were not priests
but ordinary citizens, retired, prob.bly supposing
that lht-)f had atoned for many sins or added
greatly to their yvirtue by this act of will-worship,
a8 il God could be uppeased or pleased with such
a service. ~

There was no attempt at coneealment, and any
one that chose could enter the ehurch before the
signal wus given for fastening the door. I was
careful to secure a place on u platform at a con-
venient distarce from the lashes of the multitude
and from this point, iu the midst of the most
abject darkness that I remember ever to have
felt, I contemplated the scene with the same
feelings with which I should regard the self-la-
ceration of the devotees of the forms of heathen-
ism which prevail at the present day, or of those

The lettér commences as follows:

“To the most serene Prince and Lord '..':"'h"ﬂlip.i
Landgrave of Hesse, Zenlembogon, of Diets of |
Z'egenhain ‘and ‘Nedda, our gracious Lord, we |
wish, ahove all things, the grace'of God through
Christ Jesng,”

“l1¢t. We bave been informed by Bueer, and
in the instruction yoar Highness gave him, have
read the trouble of mind and wneasitiess of con-
science vour Highness is under at this presenf;
and although it seemed to us very difficulf
so speedily to answer the doubts proposed; nev-
ertheless we shonld not permit the said Bucer,
who was urgent for his return to your Highness,
to go away without an answer in writing.

2d. If your Highness is resolved to marry a
secnnd wife, we judge it ought ta be done secret-
ly, that is, that none but the person ypu shall
wed, and a few trusty persons, know the matter.
and they, too, under the seal of & confession.
Hence no econtradiction  ner seandal of. moment
need be apprehended; for it is no extraordinary
thing for prirees to keep concubines; and though
the vulpar should be scandalized thereat, the
more infelligent would doubt of the truth, and
prudent persons would approve of this moderate
kind of life, preferable to adultery and other
brutal actions. There is no need of being con-
cerned for what'men siy, provided all goes rizht
with conscience.  So far do'we approve of it. and
in these circumstances only by us speeified, for
the gospel hath neither recalled nor forbid whiat
was permitted in the law of Moses with respect
te marriage, | L

“Your Highness hath, therefore, in this writing
not only the apprebation of us all, in case of ne-
cessity, concerning what you desire, but also the
reflections, we have made thereupon.  We be-
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viriuons, and Christian Prince. ' We also beg of
God 1o direc! all for his glory and your Highness’
salvation. May God preserve your Highness.
We are most realy fo serve your Highness,
“Given at Wittemberg, the Wednesday after
the fast of Saint Nicholas,
Your Highness’s most humble and most obed-
ient subjects and servants,
Martin Luther, Adam,
Phillip Melancthon, John Levengue,
Martin Bucer, Justus Warfute,
Anthony Corvin, Denis Melanther.”
This letter. was in Melancthon’s own  hand-
wrifing, attested to by George Nuspicher, Notary
Imperial, and has been taken from the 1st vol. of
a work entitled ““History of the Variations of 1he
Protestant Churches,”” by James Benign Bosetet.
The marriage contracl of Phillip with Margaret
de Saal. his second wife, was attested fo by Bal-
thasar Rand, of Feeld, Notary Public Imperial.—
[The Ziow’s Watebman,] =
Degrading Superstition.
The following sceune is described in a recent

letter from Rome, by omne of the correspondents
of the N. Y. Observer:—

“One evening during the latter part of Lent, I
witnegsed {though in the darkness I did not see)
one of the most curious exhibitions of pepery
that I have ever heard of. 1 could scarcely have
believed that such a scene would oceur, had I not
heen present.  Hearing that in one of the chur-
ches near the centre of the city a sell-flageliation
took place every evening, I went one alternoon
just before dark, but found the church fiiled with
females, aud was told by the sacristan that the
flagellation of the men wounld tuke pluce the next
night.  Accordingly 1 went at the appointed
time. !

The church wes nearly dark, only four or five
small candles being lighted at the high altar. 1t
was difficult even to see the forms of these who
entered and took their stations in different parts
of the building. Presently two priests came out
from the sucristy and commenced a mournful
service, in which the congregation joined, and
which had the most dolorous effect. While this
was in progress a priest passed around the church
distributing the lashes to be used by the peni-
teuts. At length three loud rups were given on
the door leading to the vestibule, when it wus
suddenlv closed und fastened.

The lights were removed and the most perfect
carkness ensued, painful to the eye. It was u
a‘kness that could be felt. Presently some one
near the high altar commenced in a musical voice,
the tones of which were modulated to give it
effect, a dizcourse upon the sufforings of Christ.
His manner was at first perfectly unimpassioned,
and his words were measured with the precision
and uttered with the beauty of poetry. It was
altogether the most musical Italian to which I
have ever listened. He became wmore asuimated
until, at a certain point, the whole congregation

l
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in tha time of Elijah, who *“eried aloud and cut
themselves after their manner with knives and

lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.”
B N Y AT AT T e

What Constitutes Riches?

The Knickerborker for July gives the follow-
ing anecdote of William L. Mircy, our present
Secretary of State at Washington, as contributed
by a correspondent:

“To be rich,”” said Mr. Marey, “requires only
a satisfactory condition of the mind. One man
may be rich with a bundied dollars, while ano-
ther, in the possession of millions, may think
himself poor; and as the necessities of life are
erjoyed by each, it is evident the man who is the
best satisfied with his possessions is the richer.”

To illustrate this idea, Mr. Marcy related the
following aneedote: “While I was Governor of
the State of New York,” said he, “I was called
upon one morning at my office by a rough speci-
men of a backwoodsman, who stalked in, and
commenced conversation by inquiring if this was
Mr. Marey? |

“I1 replied that that was my name.*

“Bill Marcy?” said he. [ nodded assent.

“<Used to Jive in Southport, didi’t ye?’

“I answered in the aflirmative. and began to
feel a little cutions to know who my visitor was,
and what he was dnving at,

*‘That’s what I told %em,’ cried. the back-
woodsman, bringing his hand down on his thigh
with tremendous force; ‘I told ’em you was the
same old Bill Marcy who used to live in Sonth-
port, but they would’nt believe it, and I promised
the next time I came to Albany fo come and see
you, and fird out for sartin. Why, you know
me, don’t you, Bill?’ '

“I didn’t exactly like to iznore his acquain-
tance altogether, but for the life of me I'couldn’t
recollect ever having seen him before; and o I
replied that he had a familiar countenance, but
that I was not able 1o call him by name,

“f‘My name jg Jack Smithy answered the
backwoodsman, ‘and we used to go to school
together thirty years ago, in the little red school-
house in old Southport. Well, time has changed
since then, and you have become a great man,
and got rich, I suppose? | W

*‘I shook my head, and was going to contradict
that impression, when he broke in:

“*Oh! yes yon are; I know yon are rieh! ne
use denying it.  You was Comptroller for—for a
long time; and the next we heard of yuu, yon
were Governor. Yon must have made a heap of
money, and I am glad of if, glad fo see you ge*ting
along sosmart. You was always a smart lad at
school, and I kaew you would come to some-
thng.?

I thanked him for his zood wishes and opirion,
bt told him that political life did not pay so well
as he imagined. *I suppose,” said I, *fortune has
smiled upon you since you left Southport?’

“Oh! yes.? said he; ‘I hain’t got nothing te
complain of. 1 must say Pve got along right
smarf. You see, shortly after you left Southpbrt
our whole family moved np into Vermont and put
right into the woods, and 1 reckon our family ent
down more trees and cleared mote land than any
other in the whole State.’ '

*f‘And so you have made a good thing of it.
How much do you consider yourself worth?? 1
asked, feeling a little curious to know what he
considered a fortune, ar he seemed to be so well
satisfied with his, ,

“‘Well,’ he replied, ‘T don’t know exactly how
much T am worth; but I think, (straightening
himself up) if all my debfs were paid I should
be worth three hundred dollars clean cash?” And
he was rich: for he was satisfied.” |
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PupprinG Inox.—In the Journal of May 5 we
gave the particulars of a patent grauted to Mr.
James Nasmyth, of Patricroft, for an improve-
ment in the process of puddling iron; and a
paper on the subject was forwarded by the inven-
for to the West Riding of Yorkshire Geological
and Polytechnic Society, which (Mr. Nasmyth
being unaveidably absent) was read to the meet-
ing by Dr. Durden, F.C.S., of Leeds, whe
showed the steam process by means of a large
drawing illustrating it.

Having first clearly explained the ordinary
method of puddling iron, and the conversion by
this mesns of cast into malleable iron, Mr, Nas-
myth proceeded to describe wherein his new pro-
cess was an improvement. This invention con-
sists simply in employing the combined mechan-
ical and chemical action of steam, to effect at
one and the same time the objects for which such
a vast amount of manual labor is required in the
ordinary mode of agitating or puddling the iron
by hand, so as to enable the air passing over tie

surface of the iron to remove or abstract the
carbon.

commenced whippi.y thewselves.

lu order to sccomplish the desired object, Mr.




