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A french officofficerser is opinion of the british
army

A french officer of high rank who hsliza seenspenseeli a
great deal cfof service has in a letter ioto an englishenglith
officer given his opinion aas to the f statetale of I1theb e
british army before sevastopol after praldrabing ing
our engineers and artillery in the highest possible
terms the writer proceed

you may think ro perhaps tobtoo severe in tilethe
opinion I1 give of thehe enenglish

1
lish cavalry but were

you out here youyon would yourself betlbehs stilllill more
severe the cavalry of an army on field service
should be the evesevies and airs of the force in lleilelietile
english army that arm is13 neither thehe aneone northe
other anisni highisthis withwilh perhaps the very best mater-
ial in thehe world to form an elcexcellentellenteilent cavalry

the superiorsi officers lesiesIslea fi rs
of the english draadragdragoonsponsfons know nothing whatever
of their dutydulydutdul y beyond how iolo turnurn a regiment out
of hethe stables and the harrackbarrack yard in good order
but I1 mnmil it4 do them the justice to say hatratbat the
general officers commanding heirtheir divisions and
armies leurleun corps daleesda reailrealireally dont know
howlow to ureuse hethe cavalry put under tairtheir command
after tilethe battle of alma anrat effective cavalry
would never have lost sight cf the enemy andard
every movermovementrichitnit of the latter would have beenbeer
communicatecommunicated A forforthwithforthtimithwih to lord raglanragRrahagglanmian but
ait was not so an hourhoun before the girstfirst shot was
fired at inkermann the Erglisenglishli general was per-
fectly ignorant of a single russian bein r near
him in point of fact the russian army att in-
kermannhermann fell upon the english force just as much
as ifit the latter had no outposts no guards and no
cavalrycai alryairy

even at almaalm the Eenglish cavalry might very
well have followed the russians cut them up to
a considerable extent or at any rate havehasp pre-
vented their retiringretiringret irin as they did but what did
the english cavalrycavalav effect on that occasion no-
thing whatever the russiansru went away in a
good order as ifit they were returning ffromkrotil a pa
jadeladeii the only molestation they suffered waswag from
the guns of the english artillery the caraby
of lord raglansRaR clansglans army did not annoyarnoy them in
the least this combined with their tiseliselistlessness
atit inkermann causedcau qedsed the english cavalry to hebe
much laughed at oldetreletre bien reprisemeprise by the
infantry of that army their leaderleaders s name was
made the subject of a pun the writer here
alludes I1 imalmaimainolneine to lord lucan being called
lord gloLohookonokon after almalmiA and inkermann

thiswhis leads me to the desperate folly of the
chargechar e at much iialiehas been said of
that charge but in our own army therethera is but one
oi isfes to the extreme bravery of those who
obeyed the order and rode to certain deathadeath and

utter madness and culpable throwing away
elife on the part of those who gave the order
the order was caused by a sort of desperation on
the part of the cavalry leaders who preferred
death to being sneered at by their comrades in
the infantry

and now I1 come to thehe consideration of the
english infantry of this arm of their service I1
wielwirlwill say that for the battlefieldbattle field in hand to hand
encounters they are certainly the bravest men in
the world but for guarding whether
on picket or in the trenches from the surprise of
the enemy they are by no means good soldiers
very far from it the english infantry as at
present constituted should be kept for fightlinfighting
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and for that alone the work of guarding them
in the trenches should be performed by other
troops

therhe defect is not the fatiltfault of the officers wwhobo
seem to urge as much as possible upon the men
howbow necessary it is to keep a good and vigilant
watch at all times buthut with the soldiers them-
selves there is a want of thouthoughtglit anin utter reck-
lessness as to consequenceconsequences4 provided thehe present
hour can be enjoyednj oyed which is to us frenchmen
mostmust marvelloui

but this is a fault throughout the english army
from lord raglan down to thehe private sentinel
no one seems for a moment to give a thought asa
to what the morrow may bring forth and pre-
cedent seems to them sufficient excuse for any
amount of blunderblunders

then again the infantry of the english army
are dressed and in a manner the mostroost
absurd they still wear the stiff leather stock
which WP discarded lorg ago the white leather
belts which in our army gave way to black belsbellsbeis
five years since still find favor in their eyes in
olace of a single belt with movable pouch upon
it the english foot soldier still has his chest con-
fined by the abominable belt across itill which
must inin a greateat measure confine his lung

althalthough0 u h vveryvenyerycry fine and very muscular men
they are not trained in any way to walk run
ffenceanceonce or make the best nseuse of their limbslimbsassaras is
the case in our infantainfantryy they are merely taughtaught
to hold themselves erect march with precision
and h nolle their arms together antaniami as ordered
individual intelligence or personal perfection in
their profession is never thought rfof

to sum uptip the men are as fine or perhaps
finer than any infantry in the world but the sys-
tem is the worst it is possible to conceive theirown officers or at any rate such amongst theinthem
aas are the lovers of their profession see the truth
0of all thithihthis and lament greatly the duettsdefects of theirthein
army but what can they do to bring about abetter state of affairs nothing the seniorsseniorsareanre so wedded to all that is oldoid fafashioned as to

I1 ok upon every change as a sort of military re-
volution

promfrom the Sra rupruf journal
extract fromfrow a letter dated at st peterreter bur junetune 5to friends in thistina citcity

cronstedtCronstadt ac
A few days sinceeinesine I1 went in comp unyiny with

ginegainesine three hundred excursion isis to P berhoff
and cronstedtCronstadt we hadbad the best steamer oncotip neva a band of music from tilethe imperiallinperiaperla 1

guards and the best of all half a dozen ameri-cans passing down the river we had a fine
chance to see the vastast preparations made forforde

fending tilethe city itself ineine ni e therhe decladecka ajali p oft
tilethe state otof seizefele Bbitdit it riesrips have benbehet n thrown
up on all thehe islands andarid castscoasts eveeveryry person
who has visited this capital mustroust yetet grasp firmbirin
lylv remembrancess ofor tiletiie gardens andad groves of
vorsVoreVorviorsiirleiriefiq thatthet venervedervenerableabler islandand which
hasties been smiling and siuslumbering evir sine the
udashys of peter is now girt inin full armor and
numberless satellites in thethe shape ofif snappish
littlelilile gun boots are inin continualont inual attendance

an hours voyageg bronbroubroughtglitusI1 us in lull the
forts of4 antianci shortly after the fleet of
thefile allies wasnas up givefive or six miles be
yond to ewryevry one of us whoseioselose mind ladhadiad
been at al pent toward a calculation of the char-
acter of the war ewryevery foot of thelike way became
interesting stretching avaagaaway to the right fromtroll
thetile owntown of cronstedtCron stadt across the gulf bhore of
finland was thetile subrsubisubmarinearine wall of tones and
piling at which an army has been occupied
during thetile pat winter ilsitsILobject is
nooh channel which though generally alo
shallow for frigates would adinie gunpun boitsboats
you mstast not picture to yourself this wall as a
9grandrandtand piece of regular masonry inin finish granite
like peters jusys on the contrary its pre-
sence isis only denoted by specks and spots here
anandd titherejere and by a long rank of dismantled fri
eatessatesates so as to coincommandmand every part of
it coming nearerhearer we paspassedgedsed two fleetfleets of rusru1

s
sianan gun boats are perhaps sixty feetfeelfeet
ionlonlongiongr some propelled by stefiteTA some by oarsoats
the former carrying threealree great gunss thetib latterletter
two thetile russians claim to havehaie as great a
number of these antleai the allies it isis isoasoaso said
that the rusianlusian boats areara much better adapted
to these waters 4 n boardcoard of one somesomei
weeks since at a trial of her machinery there i

wereweri shown me several parts foiforlor which this su-
pe

sutgut 1

per11aitfit y is claimed
soon we came into a goodly company of

steam frizatesfrigates and among them most trimtn morallcfall
was the Kamsch built some yearsjears since at
new york then we made nurour way through
all the Russianslawsiaw fleet the bands on every side
plapiaplacinging the national anthem chorussed by hurbut

loud andarid long
then we ran close under the forts and bitte

riesties of celebrated narrow passageii the western
gate of the empire it would greatly tax the
boldest imagination not spurredddnon by nieHIP view
itself to fancy eve so immense ait combination
of defences at our rightri9 ht towered fort
chikoffchi kolfkoif of horse shoe shasheshapete four tiers high and
of granite on thith i left wwasas kron eronkronern castlecasie
a fortress ofbf still greater bieblesiesze stretching out
from these were long iff batteries covered
with enowenorenormousmoui guns farther west was rieM
band the greatest fort of all

like kron castle it is13 circular iniri plan and
built of granite hewn inin great squaresquire blocks
still furthergurther in front was fort alexander and a
number of other fortforts from which branchesbra longiong
lines of heavy cannon inin battery Tthehe chachannelariel
itself is so narrow that not wire than two or
three vessels could be arranged abreast iniii it
and it could be swept at any momentnt hyby the con-
centratedcentrated fire of nearly all these forts and sathat
terileritenss by afire coming from fivefile different di-
rectionserectionsionslons add then to this thatteat two first class
ships of the line stand protected by the fortsrort but
sweepingsweepine with theirthen whole broadsidesbroad sides the whole
channel lengienglengthslengthwisethi iselse that no place could be apt
ter fitted for defence by submarine batteriebatteriabat teriterie
that according to all accounts jacobi the mas-
ter klint inin all such devices hshns been constantly
atit work think of all these and you will then
be jnin a way to estimate the probable emacia-
tion of any foe who proclaims his intention of
passing that way to his dinner in st petersburg

A long way out was tilethe hostile fleet then
numbering twenty six and all steamers except
one they were arranged inin long lines across
tilethe gulf and their magnificent appearance no
doubtdouht gladdenedgladdened the hearts of the englishmenenglisheEnglengi ishm en
of our party it was a splendid sight by the
aid of a glass every pirt of their hullslills werewerm seensee n
distinctly they have already shown much
boldness A few days since a steamer thetile

bulldog came so closely in that the faces of
the crew were clearly seen though within
easyeasy range not a shot was fired on either side
there is a russimnusim story that the emperor has
given orders to let his enemies fire the first
shot

the allies seem to have employed the time
sincesince their last visit to somesoine profit for now
thanks to improved charchatchartsts they run freely about
in waters which last year they dared not aprp

A perfect chart of the gulf of fin
lendand and the neva is not a thing easleasieastlyeasilyy to be ob
tamed as you may well imagine whenwilen youou
knowmow that taking
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soundings inin time ofor peace ispunished asaas a crimecrim there are evidently other

dangers to the fleet besides these arising from
sandsrands or stones the here often
Ihyugh inin a quiet way of jacobbsJacobis percus-
sion batteries which broke from its anchor and
was struck by a n finnish fishing smack thestory runs that at last necountsrecounts vessel and crew
were voyaging at a most uncomfortable distance
cloud ward and in a very loose condition gen-
erally

I1immenseammense additions have been made to the de
fences of cronstedtCronCrons stadt during the past winter
hardly a daday has passed whenaen we have notriot seen
long trains of heavily loaded sledges on their
way over the ice seaward the linz of
cannon and ammunition through the streets is the
most common occurrence I1 met todayto day sever-
ala wrought ironiron gun carriages of a size perfectly
gigantic going toward thesethere defencesdefensesde fences

thetiie opinion of the formersreformersEe on the
law of marriage

the whole protestant admit that

he church apostatized but roneldconle id that it w i

restreit oled to its pristine beauty ardar oidoni i by thep
fathersfatri hers ifof the reformationinformation in the gilb cen-
tury

en
ry deeming it important that the pretended

lovers of the fathers of thehie ftreformation should
1 know what their tiiethefile aalbersfal hersbers opinionsof cramig on hetile
law of were thathit if it is at all pol
sibleale to brinzbring hemthem to a consistent line ofor conluconinct
theythe1 y mavmalma

i
be from fighting againstazaint aridand

corideancoridecondemningmn incinz those fathers as olev do fathers
abraham iaacI anndad jacob and all the ancianclancientarit
worthiaworthif we therefore prpresentesprit our readers with
the following factfeet in reference to thistes imbor arttantarit
matter rt

phillip landgrave of hessehasse driebritone of thtb prin-
cipal irnis and princes of gerGeegermanymanymahy wrote to the
great reformer martin luther and to the prin
cipal heads of the protestant matimatlmaticiacip desiring

of wife many arguments
perusedused by phillip shoshowing that the procpracticetice
was in accordance withwild the biblebibie arldand not prohi-
bited underudder christian dispensation
in council with the principal divines
vionupon thih pr of gramliggranli thehe request ataepe
LandlahdlandgravetHae after tP orough of the
subject they granted his a lerierlengthythyaby

fioraflorn which I1 will heaP give you an
tiiethe mur commencedcommences fis foifolfollowslows

ITOttoto the inotanost sps reneprene prince andana
landgraveLandravp of hesse Z of diegdies or0t
ziegenhainhain anananawandecia y craccraeciousclousiouslous lard Wweel
wish ahoabo thin- s11 theIrgabrr got letoux1through
christ jesus
tiftalft we have been informed by bilcer and

in tilethe instruction your highnesshighHish ness gave him havebave
read the trouble of mind of con-
science your highness isie undertinder at this prepresentent
and althoughallbough it seemed to us veryvety difficult
so speedily to answer the doubts p nev-
erthelessertheless we should not permit the said ducorducar
who wasivas urgent for his return to your highness
to eo awayy without an answer in writing

ad if youryouyon Hi hies b resolvedvedged to marry a
j second wifeI1efeife wf it ugeage it ought to be 4doneue secret-
ly that isisthanthat nohenonee butint thefile person yonyou shallshail
wed anno a few trusty persons knoth the malenmaster
and they too under the sealseabea 1 of concession
hence alono contradiction ncrnor scapscan atal of moment
need be apprehended for it is no extraordinary
thing forfon to keep concubinesconcu lidesLines and though
thehe vulgar should be scandalized thereat the

more intelligent would doubt of the truth andarid
prudent
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persons would approve of this moderateildlidiid

kundkindnd of life preferable to adultery and other
brutal action there is jiono need cfof bbeingI1 con-
cerned for what men shsay provided all goes ri t
with conscience so far do weV caprove of it aedarda d
in hpe alyI1 by us for
thetile gospel hath neifef recalledrrecallecalelal I1 pd whwhatat
was permitted in thellas of with respect
lcto marrimarriaatrealreirei i il

your highness hathbath therefore in this writing
not only hethe approbationofat usits allin case of ne-
cessityces sity conreining what you desirehuttut also the
n we have made thereuponom we be-
seechcl I1ynit tpto weigh tiemllamtl em as becometh a wise
larlvirtuonluon and christian prince we also beghegbe of
god to direct all fo hishistoryglory and your iiiashnessanesIs
soiyolfoliation adlayallay gol preservedeserve your Highhighnessnes
we arearpar mot ready to serve vovounur eighnhighnessAs

given at tilethe wednesday after
tilethe fatfast of Saint holascholas

your highness mooroo hamble and most obed-
iente I1it subjectssubjetsi andana eenEerservants

mainmaln utherrutherr adam
phillip
martin bilcer atijustus
anthony corvin denis Me lantheriantheriantherlanther 11

thirthilthi letter was in Melancthons own hand
writwhitinwr itinirlairiA

tt atteaattestsd to by george Nu elr notary
I1 mper pi atandaudld has bdbeenheenen taken from twistthe vol of
aI workworewa enfiledenfried history of the variations of fhethe
Pioploprotestant churche 9 11 bybv james benign bossuetbosseletBos

the marriage coilcollcontracttract of phillip with margaret
de saalseal his secomsecond wife was attested to bby3 balbai
fisarif sar landof feel notary publicpub ic I1imperialmp erial
the man

degrading superstition
the follofollowinglg scene is described in a recent

letter from romeromel by one of the correspondents
of the N Y observer

ebneone evening during the latter part of lent I1
witnessed though in thetha darkness I1 did not seeleej
ondone of the most curious exhibitions

1of popery
titthat I1liellehave ever heard of I1 coulcouldd acascarcelyreely have
believed that such bia scene would occur had I1 not
beehhenben present hearing that ina one of the chur-
ches near the centree of the city a seifself flagellation
lookyooktooktooh place every eveveningening I1 went oneona afternoon
just before darldarleiutrutlutput found the church filled with
females allotand wasvils told by the sacristan that thetile

I1

flagellation of the nmenlenien would take place the next
nightniba accordingly I1 went at the appointed
time

the church was nearly dark only four or fivefire
small candlescandies being lighted at the highhirah altar it
waswar difficult even to seefree llelue forms ofif those who
entered and took their stations in difflerentdifferent parts
of the building presently two priests came out
froinfrom thetiie sucsuesacristyristy aandud commenced a mournful
sersetservicevice in thefhelleilelie congregation joined and
whichwb ich hadllad the most dolorous effect while this
was in progress a priest passed around the church
distributing the lashes to be used by the peni
tents at leneth three loud raps were given on
the door leading to the vestibule when it was
suddenly closed and fastened
ththee lights were removed and the most perfect

barknesscarkness8 ensuedd painfulirnral to the eye it was a
akness that couconcould

ya
be felt presently some one

the high nilallaltarr commenced in a musical voice
the tones of wlwhichilchlich were modulated to giverive it
effect a discoursedi course upon the sufferings of christ
his manner was at first perfectly impassionedunimpassioned 1

and his words were measured with the precision
and uttered with thetile beauty of poetry it was
altogether the most musical italianman to which I1
have ever listened ilehe became more animated
until at a certain point the whole conccongregationrTelation
commenced 1

g themselves

the the lashing nearlynainar ly drowned every
other sound blibitbaij a dolorous chanchao tUva comnien
cedpeded andildold responded to by dhosithose who wereveto engaged
in the making the onoDUO of thetile

I1 irmostost singular character llenefienetimelime elap-
sed

i

a bbbbill wasws roliroii fot afi sort otor pelpeipenancelance to
cfceasrceaseabw but it i is Fsome01ne miimYo utes beforebedre the sum-
mons wisw is by ailall the s werawere
brought hackback the iwsis opened and thetile cere 1

mon y wiswig over oieopoole after is nother those who
baihailalial takentaken part inu ktt and wilo were notbiot ppriests

i
i

but ordinary citizenscitizen retiredred praproprobablybiblykiwy supposing
that they had atoned for or added
greatly to their virtue by ththis1 8 aactct 0of villwill worship I1

as if god could beje appeased with sucheach
service ita i rir

there was no attempt at concealment aridand any
one that chose could euterouter ihatha church before the
signal was given for fastening tile door I1 was J

careful to secure a placeplase on a platform at a con-
venient destatdisdistarcelarcece from tiletiie lashes ofor tha multitudmultimultitude
and fromfroin this point iliIII the bathe most
abject darkness that I1 everiofo have I1

felt I1 contemplatedco antem plated thethee feene whwill the garmsearns
feelingfeelings with which 1I should regard th selfseif liia

of the devotees of lleilehelie forns ofdf heathen-
ism which prevail at the presprebhintfent av or of those
in tth16 time of elijaheiljah who crieda aloud and cut
themselves after thurthyr manner withmith kniveskoves anaaua
lancetslancerslancets till the blood gushedgushedoutontout uronupon them

what constitutes riches
the Knickerknickerbockerbockerborker for july gives the follow-

ingin anecdote of william L marcy our present
secretary of satestate at washington agas contributed
by a correspondent

I1 to be rich aid mr marcymercy bequirrequiret only
a satisfactory condition of the roinmia one manmail
may be rich witti a bundledhundred dollarscollars while ano-
ther in thehe possessionpossess iorilori of millions may think
himself poor and as the decestieestleestip s og0 ifefe aroare
enjoyedel by each iit is evident theahe mahielah who is the
best satisfied sithecith his possessions is ahelleilelie richer

to illustratekeshishis idea mr learcy related the
following anecdote while I1 waswis governor of
tilethe statescale of new york ll11 said helit 1I was called
upon one morning at my office by a speci-
men of a backwoodsman who stalked in and
commenced conversation by inquiring if this was
mr marcy

1I replied that that was mvmy name
bill marca said liehe I1 nodded assent
used to liveivelve in southportsouthwortSouth port yep

1 I answered inint thetile affirmative 1ahilahliorwan0rwankUanbeganhegan to
feel a little to know my I1 visitor was
and what hebe was driving at

11 what I1 told yemvewPOT 1 cried thetile back-
woodsmanwoodsmanlanian bringing bishis hand downawn on ilslis thigh
with tremendous force 111 I em you wasas tiletiie
amesame old bill marcy who medwed to liliveve in south
port but they believe it arddarid I1 promised
the next time I1 camp to albanyalbanito to come and seesec
you and fird out for sartin why you know
me dont youyonolloil bill

I1
1 I exactly like to eznorignore hishisbis acquain-

tance altogetheraltoetherlher but forforthethe life of me
recollect ever having seen him beforehandbefore and so I1
replied that hebe hadbad a familiar countenance but
that I1 was not able lo10 call him by name

11t disnismyaly name isil jack smithmith 1 answered the
ack woodsmanman andland we used to go to choolschool

er thirty fearsyears aagoai in the little red school
louse in old southportsouthwortSouthport well time has changed
since then and you have become a greatgleat man
and got rich I1 suppose 11

1 I shook myny head and was going to contradict
thathat impressionimpresionslon when hebe brokebrol e in

11 oiloh yes youyon are I1 knowknowyon1
yonyou alech no

esq denkinsdenydenfinyinins it you was comptrollerco l roller foifor for a
ongung time and the next we aphearda d of yuuyiu yonyou
were governor you must have made a heaphelip of
money andind I1 am glad of it glad tto0 see you getting
along so smart you was alwaalwayss
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a smart lad at
hooihool and I1 knew you woulda come ioto someom
thinthina

1 I thanked him for Vsbs modgood wishes and opinion
bitb it told him that political life didlidiidild not pay so wellweli
as hebe iniaintaimaginedined 1 I suppose said 1I fortune hahas

smiled upuponon you since you left southwortsouthportSouth port
oh yes y said hebe 61 baina gotpot nothing to

complain of I1 must say iveprelve got aionalon risbyaright
smart you see shortly after you left
our whole family moved up intointa vermont and put
right into the woods and I1 reckon our ffamilyamily cut
down more trees and cleared motemoie landtlandlhan any
other in the whole state

andund so you have made a good thinthing of it
how much do you consider yourself worth I1
asked feeliksbeelinI1 a little curious to know what inile
consilconsideredered a fortune arat he seemed to bee so well
satisfied with his

11 well I1 he replied 11 dont know exactlyjippW

boyr
much 1I aamim worth but I1 think straightenstraighteningaing
himself up if all myray debts were paid IShouldbould
be worth three hundred dollars clean cash and
liehe masteas rich for he was satisfied 4

irosIRON iniri the journal of mayxay 5 we
gave tilethe particulars of a patent granted to mr
jamesjarnes of patricroftPatri croft forlor antill improve-
ment in the process of iron and a
paper on the subject was forwarded by thetiie anven
totlor to the west riding of yorkshire geological
and polytechnic society which nirmrair
beingbeilig unavoidably absent was read to the meet-
ing by dr durdenburden F C of leeds wh
showed the steam prprocessdecess by means of a larglarge
drawing illustrating it

having first clearly explained tiietile ordinary
mmethodethod of iron and the conversion by
this means of cast into malleable iron mr

proceeded to describe wherein liis new pro-
cess was auan improvement this invention coilcon-
sists simply in employing the combined mechan-
ical and chemical action of steam to effit at
one and the same time the objects fortor which such
a vast amount of manual labor is required in tir
ordinary mode of agitating or tbbee iron
by hana POso as to enable the air passing over tietibtle01

surface of the iron to remove or abstract ihotholh
erbonc

luin order to accomplish thetho desirre object mr


