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all this is set forth in the brief of
hon F 8 richards attorney for the
church and simplifiedamplified in his plea before
the supreme court today a brief

of which appears in our court
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the argument tola of great interest
apart from the pecuniary interest
which the church has in the property
we canncahnt it believe that in this free
country the property of a religious
body lawfully held will be wrested
from it and appropriated to public uses
and for personspersona who never contributed
to it in any way the casecage is in able
hands and will be watched closely by
many people besides the latter day
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THAT PAVING CONTRACT

thicTHE recommendation of thithe board
of public works to let the bigdonbig con-
tract for paving to the barber asphalt
company has occasioned more stir and
indignation among busibusineneenea men than
anything heretofore contemplated by
checthe litycity council there seems to have
been some misunderstanding in regard
to the lowest bid for the contract

several objectors have stated as one
of the grounds of their protest that
a home company had made the lowest
bid and that the barber bid was next
they argue that itif the council can
for any reason pass by the lowest to the
next they can passpan by that to another
for some other good and sufficient rea-
son but it appears from the
actual figures that the barber
bbidid was really the lowest taking
the whole job in the aggregate
in some of the details there was per-
haps a difference in favor of another
company but the total bid of the
barber company we understand was
nearly less than the lowest of
theother bids

we presume the board thought that
as the barber bid was the lowest j

and the company was responsible pa

the law abd the regulation would re-
quire the letting of the coVArcontractact to that
company sobo that a little less benun

and a little more reasoning and
light will probably be proper under the
circumstances

the rule to employ home talent
home material and homehilme capital when-
ever justice and economy will permit
we believe will findand favor with the re-
presentativespresenta tives of the people because that
lois what the people want but when
home contractors want higher figures
than work can be doldoieea or Materimaterialsgila
furnished for by outside firms
surely fault will not be found
with officials who consider themselves
bound by the rule that contracts must
be let to the lowest responsible bidder

however in this case we think
there are sufficient reasons why the
barber company should not have the
contract but that it should be letjet to the
home company offering the next low-
est bid and the comparatively best
materials these should be considered
by the city council before the recom-
mendationmen dation of the board Isie acted upon

from many reports coming from
various places where intense difdissatis-
faction prevails it appears that the
berberbarber pavement is very defective that
it has to be constantly repaired
that the company notoriously by
low bidding drives out competitors

and then manages to keep thothe
letter of their contracts by frequent
patchwork until thehe livefive yearsyean
limit expires and that then the public
are put to endless expense by the in-
feriorityferio rity of the materials employed and
the consequent renewal or removal of
the pavement

this is a very serious matter in view
of the large expenditure involved
and as most of the money vmillill go out
of the territory it this company isin
employed the loss will be still more
serious it the means can be kept at
home by the employment of home
materialsIai s labor and skill and in ad-
dition1 ttheh probabilities are that better
work can be secured true economy
and public interest would demand that
the spirit rather than the letter of the
law should govern in this matter

it appears further that the home
company making the next lowest
bid is not presuming on the
fact that it is a home concern
and therefore seeking to obtain high
figures but have put the price down
tot 0 the lowest livinjivin rates also thatthai
its work already done tois open to in-
vestigationvesti gation that it has erected expen-
sive works for the business that it tois
ready with suitable guarantiesguaranteesguaran ties that it
is supported by public sentiment and
that business men whose property
abuts on the streets proposed to be
paved are willing to pay the difference
between the barber bid and the figuresfigure
of the home company

with all these considerations it looks
as though nothing could stand in the
way of the council to the awarding of
the contract to the home company un-
less it be some private understanding
or agreement or something that doesdoe
not now appear which would justify
concurrence in the report of the com-
mittee until something definite is
produced to show to the contrary
we shall believe that the committee
and the city council are acting on
what they believe to be the law in re-
lation to the matter and for the best
interests of the city but the public
are much aroused over it and we
think the widespreadwide spread opinion of
thinking men should have due weight
with the municipal authorities

ANTI CHOLERA precautions AND

THEIR EFFECTS

circular issued over the signa-
tures of supervisor wyman of the U
8 marine hospital serviceeel vice secretaryejary
foster and president harrison will
have the effect of practically closing
the ports of this country against immi-
gration from europe no shipshipping
company could afford except by at
least trebling the rates of passage to
bring immigrants to this country and
conform to a regulation compelling
thernthem to remain in e for a
period of twenty days the increased
cost would not only arise from pro-
viding food and accommodations for
passengers for such a length of time
but during the detention the expenses
incidental to a voyage would be run-
ning on with the exception of coal for
propelling purposes the ships would
during that time be worse than idle
so tarfar as profit to the owners would be
concerned the regulation would
virtually make the time of the voyage
from europe to nownew york about one


