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ENCOUNTER WITH A BEAR,

By courtesy of Brother George C.
Naegle, of Colonia Parbeco, Mexlco,
we are suabled to publish the fol-
lowing correspondence written by him
to his brother and eister, deseriptive of
a terrible and tragle event:

My dJear brother and sister, Joseph
and Frances, Tuguerville, Wash.
Co.,U. T.:

This letter will surely ke n shock and
surprize to you and the members of our
fumily in Utah and Arizona, apd the
pen will but feebly convey to you the
sad intelligence of the fate of our dear
brother Hyrum, who, from the borri-
ble wounds inflicted by an enraged
bear, dled last night at 10 o’glock.
Thie news will cauee you to feel with
us the bit{er pangs of grief at his un-
timely death. I new send you the
whole circumstances: Nearly all winter
some of us boys have gone to the valley
about fAfteen miles Irom here, went,
over the mountain on the Sonora elde
of the Bierrn Muadres, to tbe ranch.
'There we would stay the week and
return home on Baturday night, On
account of being so busy, ang as father
and some of the boys were over
at the ,pew purchase in Bonora.
we were usually there only one at
a time to look out for the stock, and
especially to save the calves and colts
from the bears, mountaln lions and big
grey wolves, which have been very

estructive this spring, Alrendy over
three hundred déllars’ worth have been
loat, Brother Hyrum vame bowse on
Saturday night and said he bad eb-
countered a bear but did not get him.
He nlso reported tracks quite thick; so
we both went over last Monday; on
Tuesday we hunted In different direc-
tlons, and found severa)l of our best
calves gone. Then we declded to go
together next day down the river
Gabalsn, back up North Creek, and
gather up all the cows and calven. I
belivve that was the first day any of us
had ridden together, the day through,
during nearly the entire spring, and
even when two were there we would
ride in diffurent directions, so as to get
around among tbe stock and over more
country. Ae we came up North Creek
_drtving 8 little bunch of cattle, on turn-
ing a curve in the canyon and emerg-
ing from the pmaat of & hill, Hyrum
exclaimed, “There’s a bear!? It
was B monster, too. Instaptly we
Jerked our gune and leaped to the
ground, Hyrum huad a 44-winchester
and La 45 70 wmarlin, We ran a few
paces to o clearing where we had a fuli
view and a falr chance at him, As
bruin wns going nlong the bottomn of
the canyon Hyrum put In the firat
shot, and [ the next, both hitting him.
In rapid succession we fired several
shots and I think most of them struck
the brute. As he climbed the hill on
the opposite alde, mdy third shot
brought him ‘relling and bawling dow.n
the bill. o

Hyrum aald, “*that’s cooked -him,??
but he only lay a second and gatbering
himself up he sorambled to tbe top of
the bill for about twenty or thirty
yarde and fell under an oak, Hyrum
suggested, “Lets take it afoot,”” and
slarted after him, but having only
three cartridges In my magaZine, in
the haste and excitement of trying to
put In moere, unfortunately, the first
ope caught fast, and I eccaid

neither force it in nor out until [ got
my pocket knife. By that time
Hyram was across the oreek and
climbivg the hill, {ollowlng the bear.
I looked up und sbouted to him not (o
follow directiy after the brute, but to
come in below him, take straight up
the hill and core nut aboveorona
level with him. He did so, and as
sor0 a8 he reacbed the top he fireu
three shots ba - g! bang! bang! as
guickly as he could. L[ think the bear
must have been on the run-while he
was shooting, and with tbe third shot
got out of 2ight over a little ralze. In
the hurry te adjust my gun and go
thete I did pof lock up sagain tillL
got the diecharged cartrldge out and-
others In. Both Hyrum and the
monster being th -t out of eight, L
jumped on my mule—s floet little
animal—and with gun fn band dashed
neross the canyon, Fortupately I did,
for had 1 taken the journey afoot I
should have reached there too late, for
whe | | arrived on the top of the hill [
could pot see por hear apytbing of
them, I ecalled “Hyrum, Hyrum,
where are you?? bLul received Do
answer, and sped on the course [
thought they had gonobut & few rods
over 4 little raise, when [ saw the bear
above and s little along the hiil side,
but I could see no Hyrum, Rushing
townrd 1he bear, I could see tbat he
hasd eome thing bloody in his mouth,
muunching and growilng. Not seeing
Hyrum apywhere [ feared he had
him down, and my horror no human
tongue can tell when [ first saw his
blue overall under the bears body.
He was gnawing Hyrum’s hand. 1
shrieked: My Lore! My Lord! bas
he got Brother Hyrum.” The spur-
ring up of my mule caused the brute
to drop the hand and pick up his
head. For fear of making an acei-
dental shot and hitting Hyrum, or
perchance the shot migbt pot prove
fatal to the bear, I jumped off to make
sure aim. Belog then quite close, my
jump to the ground frightened bim,
or ab leatt, iustead of touching Hyrum
again or making for me before I ceuld
level down to shoot, be started ofl.
Hyrum rolled over on hils face, and
rose on his knees and el®ws. Then
I could seen my brother was not dead,
but oh! puch a blooly. sight [ am un-
able to describe. The bear waa then
about thirty yards from him. I fired
and brought the brute to the ground, but
he got up and started agaln. A second
shot, however, brocght him tumbliug
agaiu, thls time t%get up s turo on me;
but ae ho turned he fell, and grabbey
in bls mouth a dry gine imb about the
gsizeof my arm, Tbat he crunched as
though it were a cornstalk, and with it
in his mouth be started off agaln, A
third shot brought him writbingto the
earth, and as mYy laet cartridge was in
the barrel I proceeded within six feet
of hile head and sent it tbrough the
brain of this huge brown bear. I then
rushed back to Hyrum. All this was
done in half  the time It takes to
refate.

Now came the trylng ordeal for my-
self, There alene, wlith Hyrum?’s
mangléed body, fifteen milesawsy from
home and help, how [ ecried and
prayed. The poor boy was stiil restlng
on his knees onu elbows, with thebleod
entirely covering his bend, face and
shoulders and still strenming to the
ground, Thefirst thing I -did was to
support his head and administer to

bim, after whieh he crled “Water.? [

galloped to the ereek and brought
my hat full of water, , agpd
washed ble pead and fuce the

best [ could. SBuch a mangled hend
and face you never saw. The skull
wag lald bare from the top of tbe fore.

bead about four incbes back, and therg
was one wound on the left zide, threg.
cornered, nbout two inches each way,

and one oiber wound tbat we did not
discover until just before his heath,
when sume portious of his brain ocozed
out, lwo teetb baving penetraied the
praln, Onp the back and other side of
bis head, and just at the corner of hig
right eye, wereseven or eight terribjy

ugly gashes, laying bare the gkul],
There was & long gash down the right
check and two under the jaw, whiglh
was washed; hls upper lip was half
tern off. [In all, there were twenty
wounds on his head, face, and the
right hand was chewed through and
through; his left was bitten through ip
several pinces; tbere was one fearfyl
bite on the left teg, just above the knee,
nfd one heavy imprint of-the beayty
paw and clawe, thougb not deep, on
tne rlght breast. Of course these.
wounds on his body were not otwerva.
ble at firet, but I could see hia eritiga}
state, and knowing that God alone-
could belip us In our lonely und help.
less condition, I told Hyrum to exer-
cige all the faith he had strength to do
and [ would again administer to him,
After this he spoke, and I asked him.
why he went so near the monster,
He sald the bear got over & |jt.
tle ralse out of sight and was
Iying down, snd he did not see him
until witbin two rods, wben the begp
sprung up and after him, His gun
would not go oft, though he kept f¢
leveled bu the brute, thinking every
second it would act. When the bengt
wasd nearly upon him he started back.
warde, stlil irying to pull the triggar,
but it failed. The bear etruck him
with bis left paw, theright one be.
log disabled, breaking his jaw and
knockinghim down. The bewrr thenp

jumped on him, grabbed him by the
hesd with his moutb; and to protegt
his head and face he put up hir handa,

About eight feet from where my
prother lay L found his hat and gun,
The latter was cocked and contsined
three cartridges. [ think, In the ex.
citement, he failed to press the lever,
and tbat that necounted for Iis Dot go.
ing oft.

After tying up his broken jaw agd
getting him on hle horse (which [
led), to my astonishment he rode g
mile and s hall io camp, where T
laid him upon the bed and washed ang
dressed his wlnnds, bandaged them in
salt water clotbs and gave him a little
milk and cold water to revive him, as
he had swooned a coupleof times from
loes of blood, He raliled and I asked

him what I sheuld™ do—go for
help or try nnd get  him
bome. He replied ‘““dou’t Jleave

me bere alone,” and the thought
fo myself of Jeaving him while I rode
fifteen milea over a very rough trail
and returned with help could ot be
entertained. Again, such a thiog us
Hyrum riding se far in such a condi-
tion, eculd n t be boped for nor ex.
pected. But to my nstohishment he
had, by the heip of God, rldden one
and a helf mbes, sind I told him that
same Go !, and He only,” could give
him support and strength to reach



