
THE DESERET WEEKLY
ENCOUNTER WITH A BEAR

by courtesy of brother george C
of colanta pacheco mexico

we are enabled to publish therolthe fol
lowing correspondence written by him
to his brother and sisterbister descriptive of
a terrible and tragic event
my dear brother and sister joseph

giandnd frances toquerville wash
co U T

this letter will surely be a shock and
surprise to you and the members of our
family in utah and A arizona and the
penpea will but feebly convey to you the
sad intelligence otor the fate of our dear
brother hyrum who from the horri-
ble wounds inflicted by an enraged
bear died lastjast night at 10

this news will cause you to feel with
us the bitter pangs of grief at his un-
timely death I1 now send you the
whole circumstances nearly all winter
some otof us boys have gone to the valley
about fifteen miles from here went
over the mountainmoua tain on the sonora side
of the sierra madresmadre to the ranch
there wewa would stay the week and
return home on saturday night on
account of being so busy and as father
and some of the boys were over
at the new purchase in sonora
we were usually there only one at
a time to look out for the stock and
especially to have the calves and colts
from the bears mountain lions and big

rey which have been very
1destructive thisthia spring already over
three hundred dollars l worth have been
lost brother hyrum came home on
saturday night and said he bad en-
countered a bear but did not get him
he also reported tracks quite thick so
wee both went over last monday on
tuesday we huntedbunted in different direc-
tions and found several of our bestbeat
calves gone then we decided to go
together next day down the river
gabalacQaGabalan back up north creek and
gather up all the cows and calves I1
believe that was tho first day any of us
had ridden together the day through
during nearly the entire spring and
even when two were there we would
ride in different directions so as to get
around among the stock and over more
country As we came up north creek
draving a little bunch of cattle on turn-
ing a curve in the canyon and emerg-
ing from the point of aiU hill hyrum
exclaimed thereTherelii a bear I1 ap it
was a monster too instantly we
jerked our guns and leaped to the
ground hyrum had a 44

and I1 a 4645 70 marlin we ran a few
paces to a clearing where we hadbad a full
view and a fair chance at him As
bruin was going along the bottom of
the canyon hyrum put in the first
shotabot and I1 the next both hittingbitting him
in rapid succession we fired several
shots and I1 think most of them struck
the brute As he climbed the hillbill on
the opposite side my third shot
brought him rolling arldand bawling down
the hill

hyrum said cooked him
but he only lay a second and gathering
himself up hebe scrambled to the top of
the hillbill for about twenty or thirty
yards and fell under an oak hyrum
suggestedug lets take it afoot and
started after him but having only
three cartridges in my magazine in
the haste and excitement of trytryinging to
put in more unfortunately the first
one caught fast and I1 could

neither force it toin nor out until I1 got
my pocket knife by that time
hyrum was across the creek and
climbing the hill following the bear
I1 looked up and shouted to him not to
follow directly after the brute but to
come in below him take straight up
the hillbill and correcome out above or on a
level with him he did so and as
soon as he reached the top he fired
three shots ba gag bang bang as
quickly as hebe could I1 think the bear
must have been on the run while he
was shooting and with the third shotahot
got out of sightnight over a little raise in
the hurry to adjust my gun and go
there I1 did nolno look up again till I1
got the discharged cartridge out and
others in both hyrum and the
monster being th n out of sightnight I1
jumped on my mule a faaet little
animal and with gun in handband dashed
across the canyon fortunately I1 did
for hadbad I1 taken the journey afoot I1
should have reachedrealched there too late for
who i I1 arrived on the top of the hillbill I1
could not see nor hear anything of
them I1 called hyrum hyrum
where are you but received no
answer and sped on the course I1
thothoughtfight they had gone but a few rods
over a little raise when I1 saw the bear
above and a little along the hill side
but I1 could see no hyrum rushingbushing
toward the bear I1 could see that he
bad some thing bloody in his mouth
munching and growling not seeing
hyrum anywhere I1 feared he had
him down and my horror no human
tongue can tell when I1 first saw his
blue overall under the bears body
he was gnawing hyrams handband I1
shrieked my barol my loidl has
he got brother hyrum y l the spur-
ring up of my mule caused the brute
to drop the hand and pick urup his
head for fear of making an acci-
dental shot and hitting hyrum or
perchance the shot might notdot prove
fatal to the bear I1 jumped off to make
sure aim being then quite close my
jump to the ground frightened him
or at leat instead of touching hyrum
again or making for me before I1 could
level down to snootshoot hebe started off
hyrum rolled over on his face and
rose on his knees and elbis then
I1 could seenmen my brother was not dead
but ohabl such a bloody sightnight I1 am un-
able to describe the bear was then
about thirty yards from him I1 fired
and brought the brute to the grougroundnd but
he got up and started again A second
shot however brought him tumbling
again this time top get up a turn on me
but asan he turned nehe fell and grabbed
in his mouth a dry limb about the
size of my arm that hebe crunched as
though it were a cornstalk and with it
in his mouth he started off again A
third shot brought him writhingto the
earth and as my last cartridge was in
the barrel I1 proceeded within six feet
of his head and sent it through the
brain orof this huge brown bear I1 then
rushed back to hyrum all this was
done in half the time it takes to
relate

now came the trying ordeal for my-
self there alone with hyrams
mangled body fifteen milesmile away from
home and help how I1 cried and
prayed the poor boy was still resting
on hisbis knees ononuu elbows with the blood
entirely covering his bead face and
shoulders and still streaming to the
ground the first thing I1 did was to
support his head and administer to

him after which he cried water jI1
galloped to the creek and brought
my hat full of water and
washed his head and face the
bestbeat I1 could such a mangled headbead
and face you never saw the skull
was laid bare from the top of the fore-
head about four inches baekback and there
was one wound on thetthe left sideaide three
cornered about two inches each way
and one other wound that we did not
discover until justjuat before his heath
when borne portions of hisbis brain oozed
out two teeth having penetrated the
brainbralts on the back and other side of
hisbis head and I1fust at the corner of hishia
right eye were seven or eight terribly
ugly gashes laying bare the skull1
there was a long gash down the right
cheek and two under the jaw which
was washed his upper lipjip was halfhair
torn off in all there were twenty
wounds on his head face and the
right hand waswag chewed through and
through hisbis left was bitten through lain
several places there was one fearful
bitsbite on the left logleg just above the knee
afta one heavy imprint of the boubouss
paw and claws though not deeltonbeep

tuetoe right breast of course these
wounds on his body were not observa-
ble at first but I1 could see his critical
state and knowing that god alone
could help us in our lonely and help-
less condition I1 told hyrum to exer-
cise all the faith he had strength to do
and I1 would again administer to him
after this he spoke and I1 asked himbin
why hebe went so near the monster
he said the bear got over a lit
tletie raise out of sight and waa
lying down and he did not see him
until within twoiwo rods when the bear
sprung up and after him his gun
would not go onoff though be kept itifleveled on the brute thinking every
second it would act when the beast
was nearly upon him he started back
ward still trying to pull the trigcriggargar
but it failed the bear truck him
withirith his left paw the right one be
lug disabled breaking his jaw aniand 4
knocking him down the bear then
jumped on him grabbed him by the
headbead with hisbis mouth and to protect
bisbin headbead and face hebe put up hisbis hands

about eight feet from where my
brother layjay I1 found his hatbat and gun-
the

gu-
nno latter was cooked and contcontainedalne
three cartridges I1 think in the ex-
citementcit hebe failed to press the leverever
and that that accounted for its not go-
ing off

after tying up hisbis broken jaw radand
i getting him on his horse which I1
led to my astonishment he rode a
mile and a half to10 camp where F
laid him upon the bed and washed slidand
dressed his rodg bandaged them in
paltcalt water clotiscloths and gave him a little
milk and cold water to revive him asa
he had swooned a couple of times from
loss of blood he rallied and I1 asked
him what I1 should do go for
help or try and get him
home he replied dontidonat leave
me here alone and the thought
to myself of leaving him while I1 rode
fifteen miles overoer a very rough trail
and returned with help could ot berbe
entertained again such a thing asaa
hyrum riding so far in such a condi-
tion could n t be hoped for nor ex-
pected but to my he
had by the help of god ridden one
anilani a half ches and I1 told him thab
same go faS and he only could give
him support and strength to reach


