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DO not know, of course, what

may be the conditlon of affairs

between Turkey and France

when this letter appears in print,

but Just at present "It is to
laugh,” a8 the French say, with the
laugh on the side of Johuny Crapaud.
In very truth, the French have taken a
leat out of the “Sick Man's" diplo-
matic “vade mecum” and are hugging
themselves over the outcome of thelr
coup. In fine, Rear Admiral Calllard
enlled out of Toulon on sealed orders
with & mégnificent squadron composed
of great battleships and crulsers, care
yylng an aggregate crew of more than
2,000 men, landing patrols, ete, with
the Levant as his destination, Wheth-
er he promptly reached that destination
or not was something aside from the
yenl purport of the expedition, which
was merely to “shake up" the sultan by
a naval demonstration under his very
nose, 80 to speak. How beautifully the
gcheme worked g already known, and
the chagrin of the sultan, when his en-
emles heat him at his own favorite
ganie of bluff, must have been intense,

We need only to appeal to history to
learn the trend of the sultan's miscalled
diplomacy when he wauts to save his
hide and his “argent” at the same time,
Hig pecullar strength lles, as we all
know, in belng able to play & scesaw
game with all the powers, holding them
off, as he does, by working upon thelr
mutual digtnust, The inevitable end of
Turkey, already a parlah among the
powers, 18, of course, expulsion from
Turope and perhaps extinction as a na-
tion, But just when that end will come
no man ventures to predict. All the
gignatorles, save perhaps one, to the
Yeoncert” by Which the 8lck Man s
held in his present position as a mis-
chief maker are desirous of having him
kicked out, But who will do the Klek-
fng? It is the “premier coup' that all
fear, but once that has been adminis-
tered, then goodby Sultan Hamid 11,
the arch mischief maker of Europe and
the prevaricating miscreant of Asia
Minor,

1t Is needless to dlscuss the actuating
reasons for all the display of forbear-
ance by the great European powers to-
ward thelr cringing yet insolent Mo-
hammedan neighbor on the banks of
the Bosporus, for they have been nar-
rated and discussed, 1o, these many
years, Not only every nation in Eu-
rope, but one might well say every clve
flized nation in the world, has had a
grievance agalnst Turkey. The griev-
ance of the United States was so recent
as to be universally known, but aside
from that, in common with every re-
spectable nation in the world, It has a
grievance of long standing agalnst Tur-
key for merely continuing to exist,

But let that pass. The claim of Ab-
dul's admirers that he is one of the
world's greatest diplomatists merely
because he uges the arta of mendacity
and procrastination with effect has
been exploded, and to Johnny Crapaud
belongs the credit of having punctured
that iridescent bubble and brought it
to a collapse,

“It s to laugh,” the Frenchmen say,
and “Rira blen qul rira le dernler”
(“they have most to laugh at who laugh
last”). 1 venture to quote this In the
original because I hear It so often in

THE FRANCO-TURKISH GAME OF BLUFF

this city, In the cafes, on the houles
vards—in fact, everywhere,
wily Abdul may yet have “something
up his sgleeve,” and it I8 with a quas! | cording to thelr fancled Interosts) thore
apprehensive shiver that the French-

(not as they should, all against Turkey

fitth~the United States standing fourth

Stlll, the | us & common enemy and an affront to | —they would have a tonnage and ar-
twentieth century clvilizgation, but ac« | mament equal to Great Britain's,
battleships Gau- | Montealm, with digplacement of nearly

{8 no doubt in the world what the cut- | lols and Charlemagune, which steamed ' 10,000 tons, speed of 21 knots and for-
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men sometimes wonder whather thelr
“entente” with the great white czar s
#0 cordia! and comprohensive, after all,
They know that the Turkigh customs
ave practically controlled by agents of
tie cgar, who has never yet recelved all

French Banleship Gaulois.
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sard, Ty Chayla and Galiles, But these
pare gurpassed by many others, such,
for example, a¥ the armored crulser

the vasl Indemnities due him. They
know that by sending a fleet to seize a | come would be, Notwithstanding the
customs district and reimbuarse them- | fact that every man in the Turkish
selves for that §9,000,000 alleged to be | army is & desperate fighter and that in
due the French company for the bulld- | the event of war Turkey could place
ing of the Constantinople quays and | 1,000,000 men in the field—her present
the casus belll in the present claim they l army on a peace footing being about
may affront the sgultan's quondam | 180,000--it {s plain that France would in
friend and perhaps present actuel ally.
Acute as they are, the Frenchmen | would be largely on the sea.

somehow have a dispiriting suspiclon Has It ever ocpurred to you Amerl-
that they are no match for Muscovite | cans that only three years ago France
and Mohammedan diplomacy combined, | was acknowledged by naval authorities
Either alone is bad enough, but togeth- | to be supreme in the Mediterranean,
er they are appalling.

Let us steer clear of gpeculation, how-
ever, and confine ourselves to facts,
Without taking Into account the ka-
leldoscopic combinations that might re
sult among the powers in the event of
a war between France and Turkey,
when gald powers allgn themselves

greater than that of Great Britain, and
that it now ranks only second to the
latter nation a8 a naval power?
this is so, and, what I8 more, the

A CANADIAN AUTHOR,
In the accompanying illustration is
presented the portrait of Gilbert Parker,

novelist and dramatist, whose latest ro.
mance, “The Right of Way," has at-
tracted the attentfon of crities, Mr.
Parker I3 a Canadian by birth, was ed-
ueated at Trinity college, Toronto, and
is thirty-nive years old. He has been
a great tiaveler, having visited many
out of the way places, particularly in
the south sea islands and in northern
Canada. His native land is the scene
of his last novel, as 1t is also of several
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8o far as {ts foundations go, it is said that the bullding recently arected by
the Mutual Life Ingurance company at the corner of Liberty, Nassau and Ce-
dar streets, New York, 1s one of the most remarKable in the world.
ture, shown In the accompanying {llustration, is eight stories In height on Ce-
dar street and sixteen storles on Liberty street,
gkyscraper that It s worthy of attention as for the great engineering sklll ex-
hibited In overcoming the structural difficulties connected with its foundation,
This foundation rests on bedrock 100 feet below Lhe street level, while the celler
floor 18 85 feet below the average level of standing water and 55 feet beneath the
gidewalk. In order to prevent the adjoining bulldings from falling during con.
#truction 81 steel calssons were sunk for their support, and in the permanent
foundations for the structure itself there were used 2,000 tons of steel, 10,000
cuble yards of stone, 5,000 of gand and 20,000 barrels of cement. The total cost
of this addition, it Is estimated, will foot up not less than $2.500,000,

The struc«

Hut it js not %o much as a
of his previous romances, and he lov-
ingly depicts the French-Canadian as
he knows him, making him a very at-
tractive personallty, Australla has
been the field of some of his adven-
tures, and at one time he was the asso-
clate editor of the Sydney Morning
Herald, The illugtration is from his
latest photograph,

OSTRICHES GOING TO BE PLUCKED OF THEIR PLUMES.
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The accompany!ng fllustration, showing a processlon of estriches on thelr way to be plucked of thelr plumes ‘n-

dlcates the extent 16 which the bresding of the birds |
that the ostrich will sihelst on a diet ehiefly of old nails and scrap fron is said to be errones
to drink and capable of Uving in the most barren of deserts, "Struthio eameius’
a gouod deal of food of a sort that costs the farmer conslderable hard cash.

row earried on ln th! untty., The prewatiing 'mpression
nug, for, while not given
LKas a healthy aypetite and demands

His owner I8 rewirded, however, by the

plumes he yields, which are worth auywhere up te 5200 per pound.

Wircless telegraphy scems to have a
great future In the Sahara desert, as
communication can be readlly set up
between the oascs—and there are no
wires to steal

Arrangemenis are practically com.
pleted for running parior and sleeping
cara from Cincinnatl to Columbus, 0.
Bleeping cars for street ratliways will

SCIENTIFIC AND OTHERWISE.

the end conquer in a run, for the fight

with a fighting strength there much |

Yet |
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| out of Toulon under Rear Admiral Call-

French are well aware of the fact that, |lard the other day were armored cruis-
combined with Russia and Germany, | ers like the Admiral Pothuau and La-
which rank, respectively, third and/ touche Treville and®the cruisers Cas-

midable armament, The great battle-

1} .
ning before their onslaughts like flocks

'THE FORMER BRITISH
MINISTER TO PEKING.

, The rumor that 8lr Claude Macdonald,
formerly DBrltish mintster plenipoten~
tlary to China, 1g soon to visit this
country revives interest in this indl-
vidual, whose portrait ls presented in
class battleship of 12,000 tons, Is nearly | the 6ccompanying {llustration, By
400 feet in length, with an armor belt | Claude has lately been enjoying a rest
from 10 to 17 Inches in thickness, These | With some friends in Grantown, Kigine
are not the only giants the Frenoh pose
sess, for they Have launched several
cruisers and battleships every year for
the past decade. As for the smaller
fry, such as torpedo boats and destroy-
érs, they have turned them out by the
dozen, France has at least forty battle
ships, bullt and bullding, besides as
many more armored and second class
cruisers—let us say eighty armonrs dships
and 120 “unarmored,” or 200 in all
while Turkey at her best cannot stim-
mon to her ald more than twenty fron-
clads, obsolete and rusty from neglect,
and perhaps two dozen torpedo boats
which no Turk dare handle from fear
of going to the bottom. Altogether,
Turkey can show only 1256 vegsels of all
clissed, mostly out of date, and can
muster but 1,600 sallors. Her towl,
steam and sall, amounts to only 64,000
tons, while France has more than 420
vessels of all classes, with a tonnage of |
above 720000, "The coast of France |
falrly swarms with crulsers, armored
and unarmored, torpedo boats and sub-
marines and I8 defended by forts of |
great strength, while the coast of Tur i
key, In Europe and in Asia, along the |
Dardar ¢ and the Bosporus even, is|
absolutely unprotected, as a modern na ‘
val expert would view it,

In o comparison of lind forces, r-v--n|
though the French army on a peace |
footing Is 600,000 and more than ;;,ivm,f
000 on a war basls, the Turkish m‘m\'.'
with its milllon or 80 on & war Lmini:.
would not be perhaps at such a di=ad-
vantage on account of the distance that
France wounld have to transport her
men, supplies and munitions. The last
war with Greeco proved the Turke no

cowards, thelr petticoated enemies run-
)
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of siheep; 8o the French would probably
have no advantage over their oppo- |08 he was walking in a garden. The
nents on the score of bravery., passing out of sight of this gentleman,
Put the war, should it come to pass, | #0 prominent In Peking during the Box-
will not be fought on land, but mainly | @ uprising and who with his family
on the sea, or at least from the decks of | WaS at one time given up for lost,
orulsers and battleships, As the bulk [$hows how uncertain Is fame that rests
of the Turkigh navy has paper walls, or, | UPOn mere notoriety,
in other worde, does not actually exlet, ‘ -
there 1s Hite doubt as to the outeome | INDIAN MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT,
of ihe first encounter between the re- | The gentleman whose portralt 18 here-
spective warships. And when once the | With presented, Mr, Dadabhal Naarojl,
Darvdanelles and the Bosporug are | enjoys the unique distinction of being
leared and Consgtantinople lies unde- | the only native Fast Indian fn the
fended before the advancing fleets, her | British parliament. He I8 seventy-six
only salvation will be that invisible years old and
hand which will be stretched forth by still vigorous,
the “comcert” to arrest the progress of having just pub-
the vietor. Sentiment will save Con- lighed a book on
stantinople from the French—peradven- British rule in
ture they ever penetrate so far—as it Indla, In which
saved it from the Russian guns in 1878, he fiercely lashs
It matters not that this sentiment is ¢ the govern-
one of jealously and commercialism, ment, HBorn a
sordid and unworthy. It will prevail, Parsee, the son
and the Turk will be allowed another of a priest who
respite before being commanded to dled when he
pack up his things and leave, was four years
It seems, however, to be the prevall- old, he owes his
ing bellef that France will be allowed a ‘ education to his
free hand up to a certain point. When | mother. For many years he was known
she reaches the danger line, she wiil be | a8  “Lord  Salisbury’s black man,”
compelled to halt, even though behind | though but little darker in complexion
her #tand the czar and his Rusgaian le- | than the average Englishman and in-

shire, where this snapshot, was taken

ship Guulols Is looked upon as one of | glona, tellectually superfor to most of his erit-

the finest war vessels afloat, and that JAMES WELLMAN JOHNSON. |lcs. In the house he has spoken often

monster the Charles Martel, a first Paris. and elogquently on Indian affaira
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FRENCH SOLDIERS A LA CHINOIS.

In the curlous figulines shown In the
accompanylng illustration the native
artists of Bhanghal express their con-
ception of what the French soldler
looks like from a Chinese point of view,

According ta them, he has oblique eyes
and a decidedly Mongollan cast of
countenance, although hls mustachios
are as Frenchy as can be made. 'To
show the high esteern In which the
Galllc specles of "forelgn devil” Is
held the artist represents him as hold-
ing a Chincse baby in his arma,

NEW MEMORIAL TO MENDELSSOHN,

Only recently, and fifty-four years
after the death of the famous compos-
er and musiclan Mendelssohn, the mar-
ble cross over his grave has been re-
placed by another, us shown In the ae-
companying illustration, It bears sim-
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piy his name, dates and places of birth
&nd death and rises above & mound
covered with tvy and fuchsies, The in-
gcription on the cross. in German,
reuie b Ludwipg Fellx Mendels.
sohn Bartholdy, born at Hamburg Feb.
ruary § 1800, died In Lelpzig Novem:
ter 4, 1847

BIGGEST ELRCOTRIC COIL IN THE
WORLD,

The largest induction coll, which pro-
duces the longest spark for service in |
wireless telegraphy, is sald to be the
one ghown in the accompanying illus |
tration and which was recently made |
for flashing messages between the coast
of Japan and Korea. It can produce,
In fact, & minlature streak of lightning
forty-five Inches in length, capable of
killing any number of persons who |
might get In its way, and when in op- |
eration sends out tremendous thundm-f
rolls, The entire apparatus weighs
about 2,000 pounds, A large amount, or
1,520,000 feet, of copper wire was used |
In its construction, and with a proper
recelving epparalus wirelgss messages

should be sent across a space of 500
miles. This Immense coll requires
about one horsepower of electrical en-
8rgy for the perfect transmission of
wireless waves, which are picked up by
the “electric eye” of the receiver,

ANOTHER ROYAL WEDDING IN PROSPECTIVE.
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The engagement has been reported of the Princess Thyra of Denmark and
the Grand Duke of Mecklenburg-schwerin, and the portralts of the pair are
shown in the accompanying illusiration. Princess Thyra iz two years the
gentor of the grand duke, ag she was born in 1880 and he In 1588, Her brother,
Prince Christian, son of the Danish crown prince, is already married to Lhe
grand duke's slster, Grand Duke Frederick Francis [V, succeeded to the little
duchy, with ts less than half a million popuiation, four years ago, at first
“reigning”’ under the regency of his uncle, He s represented here wearing
around his neck the grand collar of the Order of the Crown of Wendes, the
honor of presénting which to worthy individuals he shares with the Grand
Duke of Mecklenburg-Strelitz, three-fourths of the decorations falling to his
share and the other fourth to Strelite,

THIS MAGNIFICENT EPERGNE WAS DESIGNED BY THE KAISER.

The {llustration shows the magnifi-
cent epergne designed by the kaiser
and presented, as the inscription
around the central flagon shows, "'by
Emperor Willlam to King Edward
VIL" 1t was executed at the Royal In-
dustiial Echool of Arts in Berlin, The
centerplece is a flagon of sliver gilt 8
feet high and 2 feet brosd, mounted
upon a cublcal pedestal of wood, Its

surface I8 richly chased with festoons
of acanthus and laurel leaves, while
the flower baskets which surround it
are in the shape of balustrades of giit
so arrabged as to be capable of
being used in connection with any oth-
er ornamental features, such os the
of arms or the royal monos«

bronze,

king's coat
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be a novelty.

Cincinnat! will be about six hours | If the system proves satisfactory, it

|
taches o the proposed 'res for the rea- | long &and is laying a second lime of
son that they Will be the first ever con- | equal length,
It Iy expected that the| structed in Grest Erltaly combining | Rood. The telephone aystem, however,
running time belween Columbus and | conduil and overhead irolley sections. | is Gecldedly bed. '

Tre eervice is falrly

It 1s owned by the
government, and there are some 200 in.

Amerlcan electrical engineers have ! will be adopted by @ number of British | struments of German make,

scored another victory in England | wunicipalities. The Bournemouth lines

The firm of J. G, White & Co. has been  will be construeted by an English com-
awarded a contract to bulld the corpe- | pany organtzed by Amerioans,

ration framways of Bournemouth at a| Pangkok, Blam, now has an electric
cost of §760,000, Tepectal interest at- '

ght plavt and a tramway six miles '

The Amazon has over 100 tributaries,
great and small, which rige in so many
difterent climates that when some mre
st Nood height others Rre at sbb, and
vice versa, so that the bulk of the great

river remalns unchanged the whole
year round. At 1000 miles from its
moulh it Is navigable for lurge ships,

Eltctrie Mght is being instalied in
Buckingham palace, which is belng re-
fitted throughout,

The unusual optical phenomenon of &
rainbow produced by the sun shining,
not on raindrope, but on particles of
sand suspended In the air by wind, was

witnessed over a part of the Great Salt

b A O

lake recently by Professor James P.|canyen. A petrified forest covering an
Talmage of the University of Utah |area of 100 square miles has existed for
The colors were very brilllant, and |centurles in Arizona. Thousands and
there was & secondary bow visible { thousands of petrified logs strew the
The most wonderful bridge in the |ground and represent beautiful shades
world is one of agatized wood In Arizo- l of pink, purple, red, gray, blue and yel-
na. It is & petrified tree from three feet oW,
to tour feet In dlameter spanning a| The use of the “E Pluribus Unum” on
chasm forty feet wide. More than 100 coln was never authorized by law, Ita
foet of 1ts Jength I8 {n sight, both ende | first Xknown use was on a New Jersey
being imbedded in the sandstone of the | cent struck off in 1776,
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