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DEAD FLOWERS.

A wufL of mignonette, a withered rose)
Numberless foolish hearts have treasared
suohb ;
Now, a8 1 lift them from their long repose.
They turn to dust and crumble at a
touch,
Poor flowers that meant so mach!

They meant—pure love aud limfitless helief
In summer's fuithfulness, in sunny skies;
They mean—one lonhely pang of silent
griefl,
Just one irue tear that 1n A moment dries,
For eéven sorrow dies.

8o with Lthe milliong who lave hoarded
flowers ;
‘The' Trail love token lasta, the beart’s love
HOCA,
Man’s vaunted strength of woman's hoasted
powera

Are more cphemerud cven than theose,
The frallest tower that blews|

A withered rose, a tuft of mignonetic!
How passing weak must bo the human
heart,
For these outlive even love, outlast regret,
Abide even when grim pain. with blunt
dart,
Makes ready Lo depart.

—

NECESSITY OF CONTINUQUS
REVELATION.

[Continned.]

PROPHECIES IN THE NEW TESTA-
MENT.

Without entering into more mi-
nute examination of the remaining
Epistles, 1 will proceed to consider
some of the prophecies of the Gospel
dispensation.

Prominent among these prophe-
ciea are those which prediet the
establishment of a new dispensation
in the last days. Our Bavior calls
1 “‘the regeneration,’ and says that
in that dispensation ‘*‘the Son of
man shall sit on the throne of His
glory,” and the Twelve ‘‘ahall sit
upon twelve thropes.’? (Matt, xix:
28

-]

Peter says that Christ is to be in
heaven until this new dispensation
‘‘ithe times of restitution of all
things’’ comes, (Actsiii;2l.)

Jude quotes a prophecy delivered
by Knoch about thjs dispensation:
* Behold the Lord cometh with ten
thonsand of his Saints to cxecute
Jjudgment upon all.”? (Jude xiv, 15.)

own time and the dis
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Paul (2 Thess. ii.) is very elear
and minute concerning the events
that had to trapspire between his
nzation of
the last daya. (1} A ““falling away?’
~-a general apostacy was to take

- place first, and (2) ‘‘that man of

sin, the son of perdition, be re-
vealed.”? It is further pointed out
that the power of aposiacy was al-
ready, at the time of the writing of
Paul, secretly at work, only there
was something that hindered this
power from appearing openly. But
us soon us this obstacle (the Rorman
imperial power) had been removedd,

the ‘‘man of sin,”> i. e, the
embodiraent of the spirit of
apostacy, would boldly appear,

and this ““man of sin’> wonld hold
his sway over the world until de-
stroyed by the “lLrightness of the
coming’’ of the Lord. (v. 8), and
this aportate power is further de-
saribed as oue oppusing and exalting
himgelf above every other authority,
or a ‘‘god,”’ both on earth and in
heaven. He is ‘“lawless’’ aud **ait.
teth in the temple,’” that is, heis a
“Christian®>’ pnot an infliie] power;
his coming is the work of Satan,and
is accompanied by ‘‘powers, signs
and lying wonders,”” deceiving all
those that would pot believe the
truth. Among the doctrines that
should be ad vanced by this apustate
power is noted particularly as
a departure from the faith, f‘doc-
trines of devils.”” also a prohibi-
tion of marriage, which was a re
vival of heathenism (see [ Timothy,
iv, 1—5), altof which was fulfilled
to the lefter in the revolution from
Christianism to Romanism. Noth-
ing can be clearer, from these
prophecies of Paul, than this: Bhort-
y after his own time, a period of
apostacy would follow, during
which all kinds of lies were to be
promulgated in the name of God.
But this period of apostacy would
again be followed by a new dispen-
sation of truth and light, the coming
of the SBon of God ln glory.

John was the last of the
A postles. He lived to scee the
spirit of apostacy still more de-
veloped than did Paul., In speak-
ing of it he says thit “many aoti-
christs?? had already come (1 John
ii, 18-19; iv, 3j}. To him it was
given to see, in his apoealyptic vis-
ions, the calamities that crushed
the Roman empire, thus making
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way for the ““man of sin,” or the
“little horn’* of Daniel or the anti-
christ, namely the greal church of
the world with her pentifical
“image” in Rome. He was per-
mitted to see the subjugation and
flight _to the wilderness of the
Chure¢h of Christ and the subse-
quent darkpess that followed. But
he also, like the former seers and
prophets of the Lord was permitted
to behold in the future the first raye
of the new dispensation, the Milien-
nial kingdom, tu be establisheid,
pnever to he overthrown.

Lt us pauge for one moment and
reflect. If the word of God is sure,
this fact is surely established, that
the reign of anti-christ shall be fol-
lowed by a new, glorinus dispensa-
tion, the millennial reign of the
.HJon of God. There I scarcely an
event in the Beriptures more fre-
quently predieted than this. All the
previous dispensations of Gl
are nothing but preparations for this
the last and most glorious of all, and
at the commencement of which the
hosts of heaven g)in the Saints be-
low in shouting Husannah! Hosan-
pah! Hosanonah! “The kingdoms
of this world are become the king-
doras of our Lord and of His Christ,
and he sha!l reign for ever and
vver.”’ (Rev. xi: 15.)

But it has before been proved that
God never established n new dis
pensation without renewing revela-
tions. During the Adamic dispen-
sation, which continued while man
was yet without sin, God reveunled
himself. So also during the patri-
archal dispensation. God taught
man how to offer sacrifices and to
conduct  worship. The Mugaic
dispensation wasestablished throngh
revelation, continued through cen-
turies until 400 years before Clirist.
The New Testament dispensation
or Gospel dispensation was wonder-
fuily rﬁ:h in revelations, which on-
til the priesthood way taken away
“unto God”’ (Rev. vii: 5); and now
can we believe that reveintion then
and there ceased? Bhal]l the last
dispensation, the most glorious of
all, the millennial reign of Christ,be
established without revelation, only
through the wisdom of mman, which,
by the way, is foolishness to Goa?
No! Buch a view is madpess. It
may be sound, worldly theology.
But it is not the word of God. All
the prophecies thut have been ful-




