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SERMON |
By Grorae A. Symith, on the iments of modern

Christian eects against the Latter Day Saints, delivered
in the Tabernacle, Sunday morning, June 24, 1555,

[REPORTED BY J. V. Lo'ﬂ_{é.]

I must say, brethren and sisters, that it is with
a degree of pleasure that I enjoy the privilege
this morning of rising for the purpose of address-
ing you. However probable it may be that there
are those present who might do so more to your
satisfaction; yet, if the spirit of Ipra}rer and faith
i8 exercised in the assembly, I may be able to
present to your consideration some items which
may not be altogether uninteresting.

have taken a good deal of pleasure in preach-
ing in the different settlements of this ferritory,
wherever 1 have had the opportunity of meeting
with the saints; but it is seldom I arise in this
stand for that purpose, for it requires a voice
rather if anything be_ynnd the strength of my
lungs to speak in this large congregation, any
length of time, and consequently I do not appear
in this stand as often as I otherwise would.

There are many subjects which I take pleasure
in discussing in the presence of the sainfs. 1
have felt ever since I receivéd my ordination, a
great desire to preach upon tle first prineiples of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world; and to
spend my time in proclziming to the saints those
doctrines of obedience, faith, and charity, which
are sogenerally understood, and which by a great
many persons are neglected to their own injury.
There is not a person, of common intelligence
among the saints, who has resided in this valley
for the past three ?*ears who has ‘not heard
enough of the principles of salvation'as to know
perfectly what to do to be saved, if they had
given that attention to the subject whizh they
ought to have done, if such persons desire to
carry out the views and sentiments which have
been from fime to time proclaimed from this
stand. ' !

To be sure we frequently hear inferences |
drawn which do not comport altogether with our
former sentiments, sentiments and epinions which
we have formed by tradition, or which have been
the result of ¢ircumstances by which we have
been surronnded.

I suppose no person will fake exceptions if I
should in the continuation of ury remarks take a
text, which will be found recorded in the 4th
chapter of {he Gospel aceording to St. Mark.
“ And he said, so is the kingdom of God, as if a|
man should cast seed into the graund; and should
sleep and rise night and day, and the seed should
=pring and grow up, he knoweth not how. For
the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself, first the
blade, then the ear, after that the full eorn in the.
ear. Bat when the fruit is breught forth, im-
mediately he putteth in the sickle, because the
harvest is come.?? If such a passdge as this does
not oceur in the 4th chapter of Mark, then I will
acknowledge myeelf wistaken.; But whether
there is or not,*the subject that pL
my mind is Hlustrated IJer.r the words of this text.

I remember twenty-four yeers ago when the
~doctrines of the Church of Jesug Christ of Latter
Dav Saints were first being proclaimed to the
inhabitants of the earth, we were told that we
were to participate in the same blessings, and
would be subject to the same kind of persecu-
tions, as was the common Jot of all former-day
saints; that the same gifis that were enjoyed in
the days of our Saviour and his Apostles, were,
and should be in the last days; and that if these
things did not follow, it was for want of obedi-
ence 1o the will of our Lord and Savieur Jes:ns
Christ. It was this spirit of revelation that
pointed out the only way; and because the differ-
ent churches did not have in their midst the same
offices, gifis, and blessings, and the same priv-
ileges ; the reason assiyned was plainly and
simply that they had not been faithful in their
obedience ‘o the principles which had been
revealed, and had thereby lost the spirit of revela-
tion, had slid from the original platform; and
had fallen beck to principles of folly, teaching
for doctrine the precepts of men, The chnstian
world, as we shall denominate if, being then
composed of several hundred different denomina-
tions, who all profegsed to form poriions of {he
Church of Chrisl, and separately professed fo
have the only tme church, and the only true
doctrines that were upon the earth. Each one of
themclaimed to have the only truep'an of salvaticn
that was upon God’s footstool, and to disclaim el

i

others as being heret'cal, erroneovs, and corrupt; |
et 'each and all were differing on some |

and
principles. This division of prineiple had un-
gnestionably, for many centuries, been the cause
of bloody war, and millions of people had been
slain in consequence; the guantity of blood spilt,
and amount of hwman suffering produced wgre
iinmense. These same christian divisions, which
had been go thirsty for human blood, so tepacious
fo their peculiar doetrines, and that had been go
fruitful in producirg ereeds and systems which
‘they maintained by the edze of the sword, almost
invariablv, as they would use every means that
came within their power fo build up themselves.
and the wore they had of subdivisions the more
new schisms; new, because a new division bad
heen made: the whole may be considered a prac-
fical ulustration of the sentiment of the frish
Poet : '

¢ Who can believe it? the cause is rather odi,
T'hey hate one another, fur the love of God! ™

The Loid sent his servant Joseph Smith o pro-
claim to the world the original prineiples of the
‘gospel, and the very moment they heard him

ealling upon them to come back lo the oriffinal |

principles, and partake of fhe blessings of the
vospel of Jesns Cheist as they were originally
preached by those whom Jesus himsell sent to
preach; all those diff-rent sects and denomina-
. tions began to call for authority!® Oa being told

that it was revealed from peaven, and that the

fsoundation was revelation from our Lord and
Savier Jesus Christ, authority given by him, and
tha the Lad cemmanced tue ré-estallishment of

q‘hii church, or of laying the foundation of his

L&

esents itself to | knowledge from the eternal world. and with the

| ehurch they had anthiority from God. Then we

TJE“d get the authority from? From Henry the
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Jomq!g, amounting to several bundreds,”? Well,
‘Joseph commenced laying before him the coming
forth of the work, and the first principles of ‘he
gospel, when Mr Hayden exclaimed “ O this is
not the evidence Lwant, the evidence that [ wish
to have, is a notable miracle; I want to see some
powerful manifestation of the power of God, T
want-to see. a nolable miracle performed, and if
that John did declare, more than sixt? years after | you perform such a one, then I will believe with
Christ, \hat he saw another angel fly in the all my heart and soul, and will exert all my
midst of heaven having the everlasting gospel to | power and all my extensive influence to convince
preach 10 them that dwell on the earth, to every |others; and if you wiil not perform a-miracle of
nation, kindred, t e, and people, see Rev.|this Kkind, then I am your worst and bitterest
14 ch. 6 v, These sdme men would nse up and | enemy.” “ Well,”’ said Joseph, * what will you,
declare that such a thing never was to take have done? will you be struek blind, or dua
place, and although John plainly declares that | will you be paralysed, or will you have one hand
what he saw was to come to pass hereafter; vet withered. Take your choice, choose which you
they believed it not, and said 21l such manifesta- | please, and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ
tions had an end when the apostles, or fathers, it shall be done.” “ That 15 not the kind of
fell asleep. miracle 1 want,” said the preaiitfh *Then

Thus they commenced a persecution, an un- | sir,” replied Joseph, * I can perfo

| ‘none, I am
tiring crusade against the Lafter Day Saints, and | not going to bring any trouble upon an;' body
by every means in their power endeavored fo ' |

else, sir, to convince you. T will tell you what
,sln%the progress of the work.

you make me think of, the very first person who
hy said they, we have authority direct from | asked a sign of the Savior, for it is writtén in the
Jesus Christ, I remember a circumstance of o

New Testament, that Satan came to the Savior |
certain learned Baptist preacher rising in a con- [in the desert, when he was hungry with forty
gregation where I had been preaching, and stat- | days fasting, and said ¢if you be' the son of God
ing that the Baptists had all the authority of the command these stones to be made bread.” And
gospel priesthood that was required in the Baptist ' now said Joseph'the children of the devil and
church, and that it had comie to them from the his servants have béen asking for signs ever
Apostles, pure and unadulterated, by the way of | since, and when the people in that day continued

chureh upon its primitive or original foundation;
they all exchimﬂ: “ there is to be no more rev-
Eh'lt‘ibe, there is to be no more prophesying, no/
more visions, no more ministering of angels.
Hard as it is to believe, and strange as it may
appear, these religionists who had read and pro-
fessed to believe the New Testament, and knew

|
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tells Timothy that from a child he had known
the holy scriptures. Now if Timothy was a
man of very mature years he might have heen a
child before our SBavior’s cru 'ﬁx‘ion; as Paul’s
epistle was wriften 30 years atter that event,
therefore he must have been a child before the
writing of the four Gospels, for one of them was
not writtee until years after. Then those serip-
tures which he was acquainted with, were those
which were written previous to the New Testa-
ment. and if we can believe the testimony of the
Old Testament, it is found that a great many
books were acknowledged as scriptures, and a5
reyelation, which were not by King James’s
translators considered fo be such, and are not at
the present day, as they are net’ incorporated in
this Bible. For instance, we learn of the % Bool
of Enoch;” we reada reference made by Moses
to  the Book of the Wars of the Lord.” Now
what kind of a book or what kind of seriptures
those books might have been, we cannot tell; but .
it is probable that they were in Timothy’s know-
ledge, for Le bad known the holy scriptures
from a child.

This was the great knockdown argument
brought by the Campbellites against the Latter
Day Sainfs. | '

“* That from a child tbou hasi known the holy
seriptures.” - What seriptures? To be sure
John’s gospel was not written at that time,
neither were his three epistles, or his revelations
and several other books were not written at

=

the Waldenses, and that he was prepared to prove | asking him for signs to prove the truth of the
the chanpel through which it had come, "I do gospel which he preached, the Savior replied, ¢ it
not know but his congregation belieyed what he|is a wicked and 'an alulterous generation (hat
said; but, at an{y rafe, the gentleman-declined to | seeketh a sign,? > fe.
pr%ﬁuce his evidence when I called tipon him to| But the poor preacher had so much faifh in
do®so, and all the evidence thut he could have|the power of the prophet that he daren’t risk
adduced was, that about the year 1160 in Lyons, ‘being struck blind, lame, dumb, or having one
a man named Peter Waldo, hired a cathohe priest | hand withered, or any thing of the kind. We
to tianslate the gospels of Malthew, Mark, Luke, | have frequently heard men calling for signs
and John; and they formed a church whiech took | without knowing actually what they did want.
the name of its mercantile founcer. And this | Could he not have tested the principles, and thus
ia as far as the authﬂritiy can be traced by the | have ascertained the truth? Eut this is no* the
Baptists; this method of fracing authority is of | disposition of men of the religions world. To be
no use, unless they adopt the suthonty of the | sure, I have s¢en those who wonld get up and
Pope, and if the Catholie church be taken as reason thac' Christ built his church upon the
anthority, then when the Catholic church brings | rotk—for say such men Jesus promised and said,
out the edict of expulsion, it certainly deprives | upon this rock will I build my church and the
those whom it expeis of all their authority, for |gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” From
it isimpossible for a sfream to rise higher than its | this declaration they claim that the church being
fountain. _ built upon a rock would always remain upon the
If the pope and his church be ‘corrapt, the learth inits purily, and the priesthood and autho-
authority of no other church can'be of any value | nty be preserved, and this argument would be |
that has descended from it, and is built upon the | produced with' a 'degree of trium\[:h. How say |
validity of its priesthood. : they, if Mormonism be true, and the pure priest-
The Presbyterians consider that ey can {race | hood had been lost, and the true church had!
the matter a little further back. They consuler | therefore become extinct upon the earth, the
that their authority originated somewhere else, | gates of hell would have prevailed against it, or
but after spenling their time and foil they can | the Savior’s words failed. If this conelusion be |
only get back to the Catholie church, for they | correet, what was the canse of Mr, Wesley be-
rénounced its prineiples and came out fromit, set | ginning a reformation in his day? the church had
up a new set of doetrines, part of them borrowed | ot into darkness, and the devil had got such
and part of tbeir own manufacture,  They denied | power that it was necessary that a reform should
the spirit of revelation, and conzequently had no | be got np. -
Where was the necessity of Waldo beginning
exception of those aoctrines which they had ja new church in his day? The power of the
picked up, they had no priesthood but that which |devil, the great adversary, had enfirely overcome
they had borrowed from the mother cliurch, and | the church; and, hence, it was necessary to begn
the mother church having pronounced an edict of anew. Now suppose we were to read the pas-
expulsion against them, which must have been | sage and see what it was that the Savior did say
valid if she had possessed any authorilty to | upon the subject. The Savior said on @ certain
confer. _ occasion, addressing his apostles, ¢ whom do men
Perhaps a Wesleyan might tell ns that in their |say that Lthe Son of Man am?” His disciples
say, * they have different opinions about yon,
some say thou art John the BaFlist, some Elias,
and others Jeremias, or one of the old prophets
has risen from the dead.” But says the Savior,
“whom Jo ye say that I am?”. Why says
Peter, *“ thou art Christ the Son of the living
God.” The Savior repled, * blessed art thou
Simon DBarjona for flesh and blood hath rot
revealed this unto thee but my Father who is in
heaven; Isa{ unto thee thou art Peter, and upon
this rock will I build my church, and the gafes
of hell shall not prevail against it.”

ask where did it come from? From Mr, John
Wesley they will reply. And where did he get
it? Why he was a minister of the Church of
England. And where did the Church of Eng-

ighth. who is designated among Euglish kings ag
the wife killer. And where did he get it? Why
when the Romish church refused to sanction the |
divorce of his lawful wife, withont any just|
canse, and refused to grant him his wishes; he
put away his wife, rebelled against the charch,

| gates of hell will never

that time, altho’ King James’s translators con-
sidered those books necessary and inserted them
in our Bible. But suppose we read the passage
a little further: “2 Tim, ch. 3; 15, 16, and 17 v.
From a child: thou hast known the holy scrip-
tures, which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.»
“ All scripture i¢ given by inspiration of God,
and @ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruetion in righteousness: that
the man of God may be perfect, thoronghly
farnished unto all good works.” |

Then you discover that those scriptures which
were given were only sufficient fo make even
Timothy wise unto salvation, through faith in
our Lord Jesus Clrist, and that all seripture
given by inspiration was profitable and acfually
necessary to make the man of God perfect, and
theroughly furnished unto all good works.

Now my friends get into heaven without
revelation if you can; for all seripture is given by
mspiration of God, and the man of God cannot
be thoronughly furnished with all good works with-
out getting a knowledge of the seriptures. It
atters not throngh whom, this is the principle
upon which the true church is founded, and the
prevail against ity but
when thev reject revelation they adopt another
religion, that’is built upon another and sandy
foundation, and that has another head, different
from the true gospel; the clouds will come, and
the winds blow and beat npon, their fabric, aud
the fabric that has become old and venerated,
will be thrown down, and great will be the fall
thereof; and it will be more tolerable for the
heathen than for such churéhes.

Well, this s the very state and position of
christendom when Joseph Smith introduced tle
fulness of the everlasting gospel into the world.

+Lhave narrated the facts relative tothe quarrels
they had with each other in the several denom-
inations; and yet they united to destroy the little
illiterate Boy, as he was called. If education
were necessary fo proclaim the revelations which
Jesus Christ had revealed unto him, (the Boy)
then we may conclude the Lord did not select
the proper person, They persecuted him, (not
for being wi::keclg burnt his houses, stole his pro-
perty, tarred and feathered, scourged and im-
prisoned him;and his friends also shared a similar

fate, they were whipped and driven from place

to place, and finally when he was placed under
the pledge of protection from the executive of the
Stale in which he lived, he was treacherons!y

|

|

which he had acknowledged, and fiom which he
had received the title of defender of the faith,
from the Roman pontiff; but vet he came out,
excommunicated the pope, and declared the Ca-
tholic church to be heretical and abominable, and
declared hims:If to be the head of the church. |
He enforced his title by military power, seized !
the revenues of all religions establishments, used |
them for his own aggrandizement, created new
ones upon his own authority, and established the
Church of England priesthood And this is as far |
as the matier can be traced, and there is the extent |
of their authority, the idol of their hearts, and the |
head of the Church of Eneland excommunicated I!

This argument would be introduced by those
who believe thot Christ baiit his church upon
St. Peter, and you then come to read the passage,
and what do you learn by it? You simply leamn
that Peter had madethe discovery, by revelation,

that Jesus was the Son of the living God, and that |

upou the rock (rezvelation) he (Christ) would build
his charchy, and upon nothing else, and that the
gates of hell shmurd not prevail against it., Not
being a linguist like my “Brother behind me, I
shall say that the common accepted meaning of
word * bell,” is a place of miserable departed
gpirits, and hence the Savior told Peter that the
gates of departed miserable spirits should never

mnrdered, almost the whole christian world said.
** 11 18 too barbarous to kill him in that way, but
then it is a good thing that he is dead.”

But say some, how is it that all the power and
all the miracles, and all the manifestations and
blessings of the priesthood have not been mani-
fested in the church that were manifested in the
Church of God formerly by the prophets of old!

I do not believe that the history of the world
records as great a miracle as Deseret now is.
The history of the sacred volume does not con-
(tain a record of as great and wonderful a miracle
as the fleeing of this people into the wilderness,
robbed of every earthly thing that could make

from the Church of Rome for his own corruption. | prevail against his ehurch. This is the principle
Thisis a pretty seat of authority! Some persons will | here illustrated, and consequently whenever a
tell ns that God has neverintended togive any more | reformation becomes necessary in the Church of
revelations, nothwithstanding they read that God | God, it must be founded upon the rock, revela-
set in his church, apoestles and prophets, pastors | tion, aud whenever the church left the prineiples
and teachers, and that they had gifts, prophecies, { of 1evelation they ceased to be the Church of |
and revelations, and that they were placed in the | God; and nothing eould bring them back again,
| church for the express purpose of the work of | o re-establish them but being replaced upon the
the maistry, for the edifving of the body of same foundation, and by the same authorify.
Christ, and that they wizht be no more children| I have beard arguments brought against this
tossed 10 and fro by every wind of doctrine, by | church, by men endeavoring to prove that there
! tHe slight of men and the cunning craftiness Was to be ‘no more revelation. *For instance,
 whereby they lie in wait to deceive. learned men have quoted the epistie of Paul to
| This ‘is plainly and clearlv illnstrated before erIIImEh}F, to prove that all revelations eeased in
' any persons who believe the New Test#ment, and | the time of the apostles, for at the time Paul
. vet the principles and doectrines, when set forth | wrote to Timothy he made a declaration to him
in boldness and simplicity, have been rejected by | which the learned have endsavored fo unse to
P ekl 'some advantage.  Paul caye, “ From a child
When the Chureh of Jesus Christ of Latter | thou hast known the holy stztripturﬂi. which are
' Day Saints was first founded, yon could see per- ' able to make thee wise unto salvation.”
sons rise up and ask what'eign will 'you show ws| Now I have heard and seen learned priesfs
that we may be made to believe. T recollect a rise mp against this church, and say, * there,
Crmpbellite preacher who came to Joseph Smith, | Panl says that the noly seriptures were able fg
I think his pame was Hayden.” He came in and | make Timothy wise unto salvation, and the * holy

|
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life desirable, driven before the muskets of the
chiristian mob, exposed to the vicissitudes of new
climates, and exploring into the monntains in a
new and desert country, and contending with
every difficulty that the devil could introduce,
and with all the elamor and calumuny that ‘could
be invented to harden the hearts of men an:
women against them. In the midst of all this,
they rejoiced, and after locating themselves in
the wilderness, a thousand miles from settlements
in a place that was prononaced by all scientific
travellers to be uninhabitable, and there produc-
ing the bounties of life in great abundance, and
to see how 1t has arisen in splendor; in every re-
spect, T say it is a wonder and a marvel far
beyond any other recorded upon this earth. The
fact of it was, before we were driven from the
United States, we pefitioned the Governor of
every State in the Union for an asvlum where
we might be permitted to enjoy the blessings of
our religion unmolested; and all our petitions
were treated with cruel neglect. When our
enemies drove ns info the wilderness, a great
share of the christian world felt like saying, they

made himself known to Joseph, and said that he
had come a congilerable distance to be convinced
of the trath. “Why,” caid he, ¢ Mr, Smith I
want fo know the truth, and when T am con-
vinced ‘I ‘will spend all my talents and time in|
defending and spreading the doctrines of your re-
ligion, and 1 wiil give youl to understand that to
convince ME, 18 equivalent to convincing all my

(seripture that is necessary now, for it is onlv

seriptures > means the Bible, and that is all the

necessary to be made wise unto salvation; and if
Timothy had enongh to make him wise unto sal-
vationy, why all christians have enough who are
believers.” « Let me here ask a question, are we
sire that we have got all the scriptures that

Timothy had known from his cluldhocd? He

will starve to death, the Indians will destrov
them, and we shall have done with Mormonistr;
and they concluded that, in the eyes of posterity,
they would give us such a bad name as to justifv
their cruel actions towards us, and as we shonl |
be sure to perish, there would nobedy live who
would tell the truth for us, and that would be
the end of the matter,




