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A lawyers vigil

low HEim WORKED ALL NIGHT PRE-
PARING A CASE

shenewthe sewnew orleans times tells the
following good story among the
stirring recollections of thellisthetho historytory
of our bench and bar during the
tasteastpast twenty flvefive years there haslias
beeneen unearthuneartheded oyoneononrtouching two
high legal luminaries who a quar-
ter of a century ago were the first
atour bar but who aroarc now alas
gone the way of all earth

the chief characters in the storysto
were a certain district judge and
a certain district attorney and
the occasion was the trial of a very
important case in which the district
attorney represented the govern-
ment being sued for claims amount-
ing to many thousand dollars the
case was nixedfixed for trial baurby jury on
thetho appointed day and ata the ap
coined hour the judge was on the
benchb nah the jurymenjuryman were in their
pplacesces but the district attorney
camecanne notan hour two hours passedpawed and
the patience of court and jury was
well nigh exhausted messengers
had been dispatched in all directions
for thetile laggard but he could no-
where be found when lo10 as the
court wasws about to adjourn in des-
pair the governmental representa-
tive appeared on the scene blowinblowing
like a porpoise the court in ruffledfumed
temper demanded why the wheels
of justice had thus been ruthlessly
stopped in short why had not
the distinguished gentleman come
at the appointed hour and did he
choose to treat the court with dis-
respectreacttoothisthisthib the gentleman offered pro-
fuse apologies disavowing any dis-
respect of the court and offered in
extenuation that having been en-
gaged the whole night long in
preparingrparing for this case his laborsradeadhad prostrated him andand the slight
rest nehe sought after his task was
done became prolonged slumber3

from which he had just awakened
his honor looked daggers but

used none rather expressing him-
self satisfied with the explana-
tion and then without delay thetile
case was ordered to proceed and
proceed it did vigorously to a termi-
nationtion marked byan elaborateelanorate and
exhaustivehaustive argumentament at the hands
of the district attorney and a
verdict in his favor after only a short
deliberation

after adjournment of court the
foreman of thetho jury dined with the
judge when quite naturally there
came up the subject of the recent
suit and the foreman dwelt at
length in terms of ardent praise on
the faithfulness sacrifice and de-
votion to the interests of his office
of theDistrict attorney instancing
his labors of the night before as an
evidence of what sort of aman ilehe
was

the judge smiled at his friends
remarks why do you laugh
kaldkaidsaidbald the other because the story
is enough to make a horse laugh
that stuff he told about laboring
all night was a confounded lie I1
know it for now this is the ecretsecrets
I1 wasacwithwith him myself last night
andands we played poker from early
dark until long alterafter daylight this
mownmorning and that was the way he
prprepared himself for the great
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