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SNOWFLAKE STAKES.
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Arizne, Feb. 27, 1894,

The Bnowflake Btake of Zion em-
Praces the Baints residing in the west-
orn half of A pache county, Arizona,
and also one ward now calied Tuba
Clity, but formerly known ae Moan
Coppy, situated in Coconino county.
There are also a few Baints on Plne
wgreek, in the so-called Tooto Basin,
zhout 150 miles west of Snowflake.
Bul the bulk of the Saints comprising
ghe Btake reside Ilr settlernents situnted
on the Little Colorado river, and its
tributaries. The Biake consists of
sfeven wards, bpamely, Snowflake,
Taylor, Pinedale, Showlow, Woodrufl,
#5t. Joseph and Tuba City, The total
membership of the Btake in_December
iast was as followe: two Patriarchs,
Atty-‘our Beventies, Afty-seven High
Priests, eighty-six FElders, fifieen
Bripats, twelve Teachors, eighty-four
DDeacons, 656 lay membera and 516
.ohildren nnder 8 years of age, making
a total of 1,482 souls,  which represents
243 families, Jesse N, Bwmith, a cousin
-of the Proplhiet Joseph Bmith and a
man widely and favorably known from
b8 labers in the Interest of God’s
-cause, both at home and abroad, pre-
sides over the Btake; he resides at
Sonowfake., Lorenzo H. Hateh, for-
meriy Bishop of Franklin, Idaho, is
firat counselor in.the Btake presidency;
e also officiates as the senior Patri-
arch In the Btake and resides in Wood-
xuff. Xlder Joseph H. Richards,
whose place of residence is 8t, Joseph
and woo has recently returned from «
miseion to Bcotiand, is second coun-
pelor in the Stake presidency.

The town of Boowfl ske, thus named
in, bonor of the late A postie Erastus
Hnow and the founder of thetown,
Eider Wm. J. Flake (who still resides
Jnere) is pleasantly situated In a beauti-
Al little valley about two miles long
irom north to south apnd sometbing
-pver a mile wide at its wlidest place.
Bilver Creek, a tributaty of the Little
4olorado F1ver, cuta through the valley
ffom south to norlth and puts ioto

the river onmed &t &  point
about iwenty miles mnorth of Snow-
‘finke. ‘This stream supplies the

towrp with water for cullnufy and
drrigating purposes and the settlement
48 on the west side of the stream.
Bpnowflake I8 45 miles west of B¢,
-Johnes, the county seal of Apache
‘county, 65 miles north of Fort Apache,
28 miles by nearest wagon road south-
weat of Holbrook, the nearest rallway
station, and 18 miles north vt the main
+Hody of timber whioh covera the more
.plevated heights of the Nogollon
mouuntalnes.

In concetving of this little oasis in
the desert a8 a valley, the Utah readers
«0f the NEWS must not imagine that it
is surrounded by roountains; there are
no mountains—such ag we would call
smountaing in Utsh—in sight from
Snowflake, but tbhat which surrcunds
the place and suggests the idea of &
valley are cedar-covered bluffa or roll-
ing hills which perbaps nowhere in
2be immediate vicinity of the settle-

ment exceeds one hundred feet in
actual height. As the traveler ap-
pronches Snowflake on the Woodrnft
road from the nnrth he isaptto be
faverably Impressed with the appear-
ance of the eettlement. Cluslered
around the Btake house (the splre of
which, though not very lofty, points
gracefully toward heaven),the stranger
at once notices a number of
fine brick dwellings and business
houses standing in the midst of
young, thrifty orchards,while the town
Iteel! 18 surrouncded by well gultivated
flelds, properly fenced aad systemaltic-
ally laid out by the respective owhners
for irrigation purposee. The tuwn alsg
is accurately laid out in bLlocke 24 rods
aguare and with streets six rods wide.
The dimensiong of the Btake house,
which s not yet completed inside, are

'65%85 feet in length and breadth and

2l teet high from floor to oceiling.
There i alao a gallery; the stand is In
the weat end.

Thrift and industry i3 seen on every
band, and the good Saints of Snowflake
ate hopelul for the future, though the
bujlding up of their settlement has
been frought with many difficulties
and hardships, But the worst secms
now to be over; the prospect of making
iatge remervolrs Iin the lmmediat:
viginity of the town will undoubtedly
greatly -incrense the population in the
pear future. Jobn Hunt, a son of the
late Captain Jefferson Hunt, ot Mormon
battalion fame, is the Bishop of the
place; Wm. J. Flake, the founder of the
settlement, and Jobn Rartchoor ure
his counselors; 81 !amilies and 446
souis constitute the membership of the
ward.

Woodrufl, thuse named in honor of
President Woodrufl, iz desirably lo-
cated 1n a little valley about a miie
equare ou the right bank of the Little
Culorado river, at an altitude ot 5,800
teet. Tweniy-gix Mcrmon tfamilles,
numbering 133 souls, and s small
aprinkling of non-members constitute
the population. The settiement is 213
miles north of Boowflake, and 12 miles
goutbeast of Holbrook., There is about
1,000 acres of good iand in the vicinity
of Woodruff, of which about 600 acres
are ourefully cultivated and irrigatei
by diiches which head a dam con-
gtructed actoss the river, at an
#1OFMOUB eXpense, just above the town,
Dam arter dam has been built
LY the settlers, all of wuolch, save the
present one, have been washied away
1a regular succession, The preseut
Jam, which bids f[air to remain, as it
is bullt in & very substantial manuer,
thirty-five feet high and about 250 feet
long; it throws the river entirely out
of its natutal chanopel ooto a ledge of
selid rock on the emst side, thus forme
ing a veautiful oataraci, and & grand
one in times of high water, The chief
oroducts ot Woodrufl are similar to
Suowflake, wheal, oata and corn are
raig:d insmall Quantities, while vege-
tables sufficient ror home consumption
aDd conpsiderable for exportation is
raised. IKleven squashes ralsed ino
Woodruff in 1892 yielded 8 groas
welght of 8394 pounds, while water-
melons weighing fifty pounds are fre-
Guently raised. Fruits, such as cur-

rants, raspberties, goosebertles, grapes,
peaches, apples and plume would do
remarkably well, if water tor irrigation
putposes could be permanently secured
Levi H, Bavage, & son of Lievi Bavage,
of Toquerville, Utah, is the Bishop ot
Woodrufl,

Holbrook, situated. on the Atlantic
and Pacific railroad and on the Little
Colorado rlver, at an altitude of 5,072
fect, {s the shipplng point for most of
the Mormon settlecnents la the Bpow-
flake Stake. The place, Which consista
of a few business houses, and a limited
number of private dwellings, malply
situated on one street ruoning parallel
with the railway track is 253 miles
weat of Albuguerque, New Mexico.
The most important moetcaotile estah.
lishment of Holbrook is the A rjzona
Co-operative Mercantile Institution,
owned prlncipaily by out brethren and
superintended by Klder John R,
Hulet, ot Boowflake, This business
house ir and has been ever since it
commenced business, a great help to
out people, and on more thah one ggca-
sion, when disaster has overtaken ope
or more of our eettlements, principally
through the washing awny of (he
dame, this institution has come to the
tescue of the suffeting community, and
has advanced food and meansto the
people, who perhaps otherwigse would
have been obliged to abandod thefr
location and seek relief elsewhere.
Holbrook being the center of a district
of country iargely devoted to grazing,
the stock meu get their supplies thBre’
npd mainly from the business house
mentioned; thils brings in ready means
which through the many shereholders
is distributed in throueh the severa]
settlements. Bupplies for Fort A pache
ninety-three miles diatant,are frei;‘,hte&
by teams from the railway at Hol.
brook tv the amount of about 3,000,000
pounds annually. ‘There are no Baints
at Holbrook, except Brother Hulet
atnd the brethren who nssist him ip the
store.

8t. Joseph, the only oue of the four
origival Arizons rettiements planted
by the Bainte In 1876 on the Little
Colorado river now in existence, ig
situated on the right or north bunl; of
sald river, twelve tiles west or Hol-
brook. The 15 families,or 107 souls, of
Latter-day Baints who constitute the
population of this piace sustnin among
thelr nvighbors the well deserved dis.
tinotion of being the leading com-
munity in potnt of determination and
unflinehing courage in battling with
the ele uents around them, While
Obed, Brighasm City aud S8unset suc-
cumbed successively to what seemed
to be upavoldably, the people of St
Joseph have heid the fort in the midst
of all *fod 1s,”? losses and disappoint-
ments. ‘The losses in dama alons
would perhaps foot up to nearly $50,-
000, but the prospecis are now
quite favorable. Like the peo-
ple of Woodruff, the Baints of
Bt. Joseph have succeeded in damming
up the natura) chasnel of the treacher-
ous Colo ado, and foreing the water
ouf upon the solid rock on that side of
the river where the settlement stands
elx miles below. But before this vic-
tory was achieved acores of former
setilers got discouraged and left for
other purts of the country leaving only
a few of the hardier and most deter-
mined pioneers to cope witn the still
existing diffioulties. Elder John



