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thinking that a lewjew lines from this far
off land will be interesting to you I1
desire to send you a few items to let
you know how the prprospectss are for the
spspreading of the prinprinciples of the gos-
pel in cussiarussia atat our conferenceconie rence in
Gothenborg president called
weme to0 take a trip to st petersburg to
visit a family with whom he hadbad corres-
pondedond edanOand attheat the same time see what
could bee done for the promulgation of0
the gospel in this land

1I1 burg onoil the irth of may
in cajacompanyany with brother we
bed metingmeeting with the saints in wing

Wjr and an the following sunday I1
ended toet

agne conference meetings in
I1 then visited upsalakupsala my

native city torlor a few days and returned
to stockholm here I1 called on the
american minister and asked him to
akim memeaa passportspassport1 to russia he did

freely I1 then wientwent to the russian
fiul11 and dadbad bian sisigh9 h my Ppassport91

idaydit wehe fth of junejune I1 went onigethe steamer finland which was
d1 for st petersburg russia we

u tded at five places in finland on the
wayY and sunday evening at six

afe jacded at st petersburg I1 had
ei ia lot ofat our books and tracts along

with me I1 inquired of the capcaptaintain if
customcustomhousehouse officersofficers were

very strictitt
j tinin their examination off the

luggageme he answeransweredeli that
H pe bad books along they were very
carefuleaul to sseee what kind these were and
esthetbt traveler hadbad tractstraces and pamphlets
theseese would have to be taken to the
ciencensorssots who examine the contents
critically if they find anything they do
not like they make it unreadable by
covering it with black ink I1 wanted to
take a book of mormon with me so I1

balanceputut one in my pocket and left the
balance in my valise when the cus om
officer camecadde I1 stood with my passport ininmy handband he asked if I1 had more
luggage with theme than was contained in
my vansevalise ibold him I1 had no other

ben pass on he said I1 was not even
requested to open it I1 thought this was
curious and when I1 had got ashore I1
locked at the others to see it this was
thithe common wayeky of treatietreating travelers

found that all of the ottersothers had to
open their traveling bags and show what
they carried with stiem in mentioning
this afterwards to some friends I1 was
told that they had never heard of such
a thing as passing the customs without
opening their valisesvalises anoana they were
much astonished that I1 should have
been able to get through so easily I1
took it as a sign that the lord would
help me mr lindeloeLindelot who hahas been
corresponding with brother Sund wah
met me and took me to his home where
I1 wasIs very kindly received by his wilewife
who had a good supper awaiting me
after supper we commenced to talk
about the gospel and so interested
wereweft we inthein the things forming the topic
ofatawtour thatis waswar daylight
before we thought of retiring to rest

we continued our conversation on the
monday and they requested that they
might receive baptism the next day it
was with longing they looked forward to
the tuesday tuesday morning june
bih we went outside the city in search
of a suitable place lorfor performing the
ordinance we hired a boat and rowed
out on the river neva but it was hard
to find a place where we could be abone
as there were people all along the short
and boats on every part otof the river
some were fishing and others pleasuringpieashing
and it seemed as if we should not be
allowed to do that for which we had set
out we landed however and united
our hearts in prayer then we waited ita
few moments to seebee if the people would
not leave the place as it by a sudden
command sailed away and the
people left us alone the baptisms were
performedpertertormed and the new members con-
firmedarmed by the laying on of hads alterafter
which we knelt and thanked the lord
loffor his goodness for we felt that our
prayer hadbad been answered on how
happy I1 am said sister lindelof 1I
know god aashas forgiven my the
testimony they bore was very impressive
it was now about three oclocic inin the
aaflei noon and we returned home where
we arrived at six all happy that this
sacred ordinance had been performed
I1 believe this is the first time that bap-
tism has been administered by divine
authority in russia in thehe latter days
brother Lindelof and wife are an ex-
cellent family they appear to me the
true latter day saints he is a
goldsmith and has livedjived in russia six
teen years but ads born in finland
he talks russian and swedish and is
well acquainted with all the
vian speaking people in st petersburg
he has been warden for three years in
the free church temperance society
and belonged totoaa branch of the lut-
heran church called in sweden wal
denst romare taking their name from
the celebrated lecturer Waid enstrom
there is more religious liberty in russia
than is generally supposed besides the
greek Catcatholichulic church there are found
manmanyY roman catholic churches there
are also several german swedish and
finnish lutheran churches and these
again are divided into snismalleraller parties
who hire halls in which they holdhola their
meetings the baptists are holding
their meetings at the homes of the mem-
bers belonging to their religion nobody
disturbsdisturb these meetings the only re-
quirementqui rement which the police makes of
them is that aney inform tilethe authorities
when they have their coffee and tea
parties or hold bazars which bring in
anoneymoney for at such meetings the police
must be present what will be the
future for the gospel here will be hard
to say I1 do not anink that much can be
done among the russian orthodox
greek catholics as they are fanatically

to10 their religion there are very
few mongamong the laboring classes who can
read but there is qui e a mixture of
nationalities in st petersburg thegermans are the most numerously re-
presented it is not uncommon to hearbeargerman spoken in the streets and on
many stores are found german signs
there are also many Frenchfrenchmen andi

atuquitete wala numberaber utot scandinavians of all11II
desandtradestra and professions also many swe

dish talking finsfine among the lattwincattaiii
believe we will be able to do the greatt i

work I1 have instructed brother lindlomLind lot i

to0 o go among his old fiends and reread
the scriptures to them and explain them
according to our biblical references and
speak as the spirit shillsh ill direct him I1believe he will be able to do much good
in aduietquiet way and prepare the way for
our iderselders I1 do not know hwhow lontlong
I1 shall stay h re president SundSundwail
wished me to visit the few saints ariwehehave in finland before I1 return to
Gotrothenburggothenburghenburg I1 leelfeel well and am glad to-
be orthy to go as a messenger of tiktb
lord with the glad tidings of daivsalvation
to men it is now on the third yaw
since I1 left my home to go on this
mission it seems but as a nights dreamybreaw
I1 have tried to do what has stood inin bait
power to perform my duties for what
I1 have been able to accomplish goda
atonealone is to be praised I1 have omitomitted
writing anything aboutabou st petersburg
its many palacespai aces churches and paparks
and its stirring business life other pentpens
have done that so much better than minemaw
could do it

your fellow laborer in the cause otat
zion A J HOGLUND

THE WORK NEARNEAK manchester
SALT CITY july add 1895yesterday i received a letter fromfroin joonjoba

W macduff traveling elder in tiecho
manchester conference and who is tatinned at the conference house in patri
croftcraft near manchester
among different itemshems of informationinform atton
he states that on the ah of last moth
there bertiwere five baptisms in that penportaaj
the vineyard two of which lamam it aft
ininterestedte rested in as itft is part offodthethe restate
of our labors there last winter 1

As previously stated in my lettealetterin england is up hill work
as it very often happens that chit 1

towns and villages are traded with batt
little apparent results alterafter tractractiontiotiftseveral towns and villages within a fdt
miles from patricroftPatriPatric croftrolt our attention wa
turned in october last to the foott jw

miles south of
in trtradingacting and conversationconversaion we aftwith more encouragement there than te
any other place in that part of the con-
ference we first became acquaintedacquaintqU
with a family named francis theft
members of whom attended one of our
meetings at Patric rolt in the neighbor
hood where this family resides therell
no meeting house of any denomination
and at the time referred to the people k
thathat vicinity had been holding weekly

cottage meetings credit was duemrs grover as being prime mover in
the matter having learned that the
francis family had loaned one of our
tracts to said mrs grover who faaiU a
member of the wesleyanswesleyannWesle we proceed-
ed to her residence and had a pleasant
conversation with her for an hour and a
half A lewfew days after I1 left word with
the francis family who were regular
attendants at the cottage meetings re-
ferred to that we would be pleased to
assist at these meetings if our aid was
desired

december irth I1 received an invitation
to attend one of the cottage meetings
which would take place on the foliofollowingi

day the irth elder W J leewllof
ogden and I1 were present at the time I1

appointed it was at the house of mr
taomas hiie a
middle aged couple the meetingssizhada


