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REMARKS.

PREST. JOSEPH . SHITE

DELIVERED

At the General Conference, on Sunday
morning, April Gth, 1854.

REPORTED BY GEO. F. GIBBS.

Divine Mission of Joseph Smith—A predic-
tion and promise fulfilled—Many others
will yet be verified—The world's hatred of

~ the Saints—Indisputable evidence of the
Divine Origin of the church—No power
can destroy it—Missionaries should go to

the fields to which they ‘are called—The | P

elfects of obedience and its opposite.

As the time remaining is tg: short I
think I could not do better than devote
it to continuing the subject dwelt upon
py Bro. Cannon.

The Doctrine and Covenants, as well
as the Book of Mormon, contains in-
disputable evidences of the divine call-
ing and mission of Joseph Smith. For
instance, I will refer the congregation
to the revelation given Dec. 25th, 1832,
in relation to the great war of the Re-
bellion, with which all are more or less
familiar. A portion of that revelation
has been literally fulfilled, even to the
very place indicated in the prediction
where the war should commence:
which,as was therein stated, was to
terminate in the death and misery of
many souls. Again, in the revelation

iven in March, 1831, to Parley P.

tt and Lemon Copley, the following
remarkable prediction is found:

“‘But before the great day of the
Lord shall come, Jacob shall flourish

the wilderness, and the Lamanites

1l blossom as the rose. Zion shall
flourish upon the hills and rejoice upon
the mountains and shall be assembled
together unto the place which I have
appointed.”

ho, let me ask, unless he was in-
spired of the Lord, speaking by the gift
and power of God, at that remote pe-
riod of the Church’s history, when our
numbers were few, when we had no in-
fluence, name or standing in the world
—who, I would ask, under the circum-
stances ih which we were placed when
this prediction was made, could have
uttered such words unless inspir-
ed him? Zion is, indeed, flourishing on
the hills, and is rejoicing on the moun-
tains, and we who compose it are
gathering and assembling to-
gether unto the place appointed. 1
now ask this congregation ii they can-
not see that this prediction,(which was
made many years before the idea pre-
vailed at all among this people that we
should ever migrate an ther out to
these mountain valleys), has been and
is being literally fulfilled? tgether&
were no other prophecy uttéred by
Joseph Smith whose fulfilmentcould
be pointed to, this alone would be suf-
ficient to entitle him to the claim of
being a true Prophet. .

Again, in the revelation given Feb.
24th, 1834, this remarkable promise
and prophecy is found:

““Verily, verily 1 say unto you, 1
have decreed a decree which my peo-
ELE shall realize, inasmuch as they

earken from this very hour unto the
couusel which I the Lord their God
shall give unto them. Behold, they
shall, for I have decreed it, begin to
prevail against mine enemies from this
very hour, and by hearkening to ob-
serve all the words which the Lord
their God shall speak unto them, they
shall never cease to prevail until the
kingdoms of the world are subdued
under my feet, and the earth is given
unto the Saints, to possess it for ever
and ever.” _

Is there a person within the sound of
my voice, or anywhere else upon the
face of the wide en.rthi, that can say
that this promise has failed, that this
prediction is not founded in truth, that
s0 far it has not been fulfilled? I stand
before this vast congregation, and am
at the deflance of any human being to
say, that this was not pronounced by
the spirit of truth, by the inspiration
of the Almighty, for it has been fulfill-
ed, and is being fulfilled, and that, too,
1n the face ot opposition of the most
deadly character; and what remains
will be fulfilled literally and tomplete-
ly. Andit is the fear in the heart of
Satan that this will be the case, that
causes him to stir up his emissaries to
oppose the Kingdon of God and seek
1.lP possible, to destroy this great unci
glorions work. For it isa living fact,
a fact that fills the hearts of the righte-
ous and God-fearing with nnspeakable
joy, and the hearts of the wicked and

dly with consternation and jeal-

ous fear, that this work of God, this
work of redemption and salvation
in which we are engaged, is moving
forward and is destined to continue in
its onward march until the Kingdoms
of the world shall be subdued and
brought under the law of Almighty
God. And that this will come to pass
I can assure you, the enemy of all
righteousness comprehends as well as
we do. Yes, he knows that this will
eventually be the case better than
many who profess to have recieved the
Holy Spirit in theirhearts; and, there-
fore, heis diligently seeking to stir up
the hearts of the wicked to fight a-
inst us; and they will continue to
ht against the Saints of God until
};hey are discomiitted and Zion is

ree.

These predictions concerning the
triumph of the cause of God over
wickedness, and the triumph of the
Saints of God over the wicked who
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cle of this latter-

early rise of the Church when
- 4human apfamncm f
was absolutely h{;npﬂsslble. At that
t few who could be~
lieve, that dared to believe the truth of
these predictions. The few, compara-
tively, that did believe when they
heard, were those whose minds had
been enlightened by the Holy Spirit of
promise and who, therefore, were pre-
ared to receive them. As these
ictions have been fulfilled, so those
not vet fulfilled. will
the due time of the
latter-day work has so far grown
assumed force and power in the earth,
s0 it will continue to de, and there is
no power beneath the Celestial King-
dom that can prevent its growth, or
the consummation of .all that has been
redicted concerning it.
I do not wonder that the enemies of
righteousness are stirred up about this

their fulfilment

to al | poses

—
i
I

said, so0 . :
world ever saw, or cver will see, to
destroy **Mormonism’’ was on the Gth
day of April, 1830. But they did not
do it then and so they lét the opportu-
nity slip: and.. bave -eyer, sinee
beén blindly struggling in the —ﬁnpe ot

doing towards it. -Buat the

.,.

ainst u 4 hﬂ% en | Mormon people live I their own
epeal etbest the { houses on hef:, 0 langds, for which
e

more they struggle, the wider of the

re- | mark orgs. will.be. This is my
test{mtgﬂ!}&?‘if ?ha‘du the power, and
Lufg: Qﬁi :l.st'.hétaﬂl ends of ti;e carthand would Iift

ot surprised that the

theirs. One thing I am su
about in relation to this matter is that
the Latter-day Saints themselves
should not be as strongl
the interest of the Kingdom of God,
as the enemies of truth are against it.
When I contemplate the sitnation as it
is presented to my mind, I am aston-
ished that so mauy of the Latter-day
Saints should be so indifferent and
neglectful of duty that they '¢cannot,
ugliarently, appreciate the importance
of living their religion. I am su

that there should be any ncees

1non

Saints, that is, if I should be su
at all; though surprised is not the ap-
propriate word to ussa,
grieved, perhaps, might be used with
ropriety in this sense,

| ﬁow myself to indulge ina feel-
ing of sorrow, I might indeed feel griev-
of us should find ourselves
idition to require
lives. It certai._nlgc%
uence of the lack o
ivinity of the work in which weare
red, as there are so many such
evidences transpiring every day in our
experience; in fact, the whole specta-
dﬂ}' work 1s eover-

in undeniable proof to the
God, at least, that it is llis
| work; while the whole world, on the
contrary, are arrrayed against it be-
ﬂausﬁhey cannot sce the light. You
who haveiobeyed the requirements of
lﬂstilig Gospel, and have been
chosen out o l}:{l}wﬁtwuﬂd, having re-
laying on’ of hands, it is
your pﬂv{lgge 10 lfﬁﬂﬂf_é;%jth# witness
Spirit for yourselves; it is your
to discern the mind and will
ather respectin
and respecting
the work of God. Why then
should we be told that *“‘Mormonism”
is true?  Whyshould we need any fur-
t Joseph
rophet, or that his
fulfilled? Why should it be
necessary to prove that
God has come to the world, through
him, and that that word is indisputa-
bles that the world cannot

abap

wicked rage and the heathen imagine
I am not astonished
when certain men get mad orthat their
souls are vexed within them, that their
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cirines and revelations believed
in by the Latter-day Saints have now
been before the world for, 54
that time what the worl
has been pleased to call *Mormonism’’
has been to them an unsolved problem.
The sound of the Book of Mormon
in the ears of the civilized
world since the year 1830, when it was
published, and the ,._rggo;'t of it had
0TI 08 ﬁt 4 ved

some time belore ; and ng
541{;{3_31‘5 that that bpfk N 268
public to the world the
stone unturned by the most learned
men of t eage to disprove it and make
elusion and im

YEars

d

eing agitated
re has been no

position.

In this, however, they have signally
failed, not being able to produce =a
gingle argument that can notbe suc-
cessfully met by even the boys of this
This may seem a broad
t it is nevertheless true.
Our Elderfo h&lve.geén sent out as mis-
sionaries ¢ different nations now | the steamer
for the last 50 years,during which time - '
they have testified to th
Book of Mormon, and ha
vestigation of its pages. And although
many in their day and time have drisen
either to ridicule or  dis
truths it contains, their effo
been futile, resulting only in their own
_ It cannot be
{1t is true. There is not a word or doc-
of admonition, of instruction
its lids bat what agrees in sen-
timent and veracity with those of
Christ and His Apostles, as contained
Neither is there a word
of counsel, of admonition or reproof
within its lids buf what is calculated to
make & bad man a good man, and a
0o0d man a better man, if he will
1t bears the mark of
inspiration from beginning to end, and
carries conviction to every
And because the Book
of Mormon is a true and authentic re-
cord of a people who once lived ahd
flourished on this American continent,
and because God Himself has under-
taken, through us, His weak and err-
ing children, to establish His rule and
vernment on the earth in answer to
e prayers of His Saints, ancient and
modern, and according to the counsels
of His own will—because it is verily
80, devils rage and the wilfully wicked
are angered and seek the life and libs | tor,
erties of the Saints, and the destruc-
tion of the v ik of the Lord; but in
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every nation, tongue and
know that it is true.
Before I close 1 want to say a word
to our young men who are called as
missionaries. When a man is called to
go on a mission, and a fleld of labor is
asSigned him, he should, I thiak, say
in his heart, not my will he done, but
thine, O Lm:(?
cult sometimes to get the right meén 4o |
0 to certain distant lands t0' preach
e Gospel. It is sometimes thought,
especially awong our young Elﬁmi

people, for I

minds are perplexed and that they feel | that Gt. Britian is the finest fleld o
wrought up with anger against a peo- [ labor in the world; and, consequently,
ple who have never injured them or |they want to go there.; They do not

like to go to the Southern States;: they

States; they do not care te go to New
Zealand, or to the Sandwich Islands.
When we call men to go to Great Brit-
ianit is pl;rat.ltying for them te respond
cheerinlly to the call; and when we
call others to go to the Northern
States,to New Zealand or to the Sand-
wich Isla _ it ar
come and say, they want their fleld of
labor clmngwd'tu ‘ngf.nd.,. We expect
every man to be on hand' to go wher-
ever he may be called, and then he

may expect the blessing of the Lord to
attend him in his labors: . I have been
thankful only once since I wentto the.

Sandwich Islands on my flrst mission,
and that has been ever since,.

Soon after I was Sent there was a
very bright, intelligent man called to
o to the lﬂ’lands, and it w“a‘.ra one of the
causes of his apostacy. “What,” (said
he) “send me, ?él irtiist, a ‘man well
read, an educated”mndn, and an En-
glishman at that, to preach to hea-
 thens?" He felt that he was not look-
ed upon with that consideration and
respect that his seholarly attainments
commanded; he,, felt-- that he was
ali%lhted; and apostatized, and returned
to his native land, where he wrote a
book against us and has since died,
When Bro. Geo. (). Cannon was called
to go to the Islands he had no such
feelings. He learned the language, and
translated the Book of Mormon into
the Hawaiian language. He performed
a glorious mission, and i8 now one of
the First Presidency of the Church. And
singular as it may appear, out of the
number of Elders that have been on
missions to ihe Sandwich Islands, I
can count mﬂm-:ﬁﬂs, more Presi-

dents of Stakes, ops and legding
men, than can be' foand in the same
num'ber tha

hawe ﬁnq'm any other
country. Why is this? Perhaps itis
because they manifested their willing
ness to descend below all things, that
they might'rise above all things. If a
man in tais Church would be exalted,
let him humble himself;- and he that
would exdlt himself, God will abase.
God bless Israel, and pour out His
Spirit upon the household of faith,
and strengthen us to do the labors re-
mred ot us, in the name of Jesus.
cn. S I .7
————)- == f————

[From the Boston Inder, April 5th.]

MORALITY AND EDUCATION
AMONG THE MORMONS.

Editors of the Index:

«/The Mormon Church is oflficered
mainly by Americans, its earliest con-
verts being principally of that class.
And now a number of generations is
jto be seen in the bud, as it were, on
this parent stem. The charge is often
heard that Mormon emigration consists
of paupers and criminals. “Such a re-
‘port was made last summer to the
government at Washington by a United
States consul, with reference toa com-
pany of Mormons that were on their
way from Europe. On the arnval of
the human{reight was in-
spected by a government agent, whosge
report was a flatcontradiction of the
charge of the gentleman with an
**Honorable’’ attached to his name.
But what is their conditionin Utah?
Of itsone hundred and seventy-five
thousaund population, twenty-five thou-
sand only are Gentile. But this mi-
nority is distinguished in certain ways.
It fills “mearly every position of infia-
ence and emolament from the gover-
norship down,. thig'being one of the
phases of eivil service reform in Utah.
Of the two hundred saloons, billiard
rooms, and bowling alleys,'a dozen are
Mormons, or proféss to be. © All of the
bagnios and other disreputable con-
cerns are run and sustained by anti-
Mormons. Ninepy-eight per cent. of
the gamblers are of the same clement,
as are ninety-flve per cent, of the law-
yers, Eighty per cent. of the litigation
1s from tiie same source. Ninety per
cent. of the suicides are non-Mormon,
as are dlso eighty per cent of the hom-
icides and nticides. Of the one
thousand arrests in Salt Lake City for
the year 1881, one hundred and fifty
were anti-Mormons. In 1878, it could
be said that out of the twenty counties
of the Territory, most of which are
ypopulous, thirteen were without a
dram-shop, brewery, gambling-house,
billiard-room, or brothel, lawyer, doc-
parson, beggar, or politician. -
Utah Territory has no bonded debt;
nor have any of the

fgﬁﬁ%tm‘ﬁﬁait Lake City, ant -that is-

!

: inety-five per ‘cent, of ‘the
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to
d{ my voicedn festimony of this {faettoldbode for celestial beings. In temper-

We find it a litthe.qifi-}

do not much fancy the ‘Nerthérmjjshment of purely hierarchial schools

ay
y We do not want any Lo4house, which 1s J\éﬁg

| —

| than she could get in New York or St.
| any question as to her religion.” Re-

| Article XI. of the constitution of the

O counties, | &

= 1w

” o

they hold deeds in ¥ _
The largest, most -perfect system of
co-operation, I believe, in America, .
Exists among the—Mormons. - George
Jaeob-dlelyoake would be in his ele-
ment thére, or rather he would find his
yocation gone. Hemight not be dis-

leased to hear that co-operation

meng them is known by the name of
the Order of Enoch, which is to make
-of the Saints fit for translation
¢ skies, or the earth rather a fit

—

ance reform, it way not be toe muach
to say the Mormons lead the world;
and thidisdue toa revelation given to
Joseph Smith, entitled **The Word of
Wisdom.” 1t teaches that J}fel«and
health, mental and . bodily vigor,«e-
pend on abstinence from strong drink,

times of winter or famine. I never
drank anything as strong even ng a
cup of coffee until I acquired the habits
of more civilized communities. |

EDU Cﬂiglﬂf s
One of the most liberal church or-

gaps, the Christian  Union, in alate
4ssue speaks of “‘the successful estab-

a_ despotism by the
manism is an em-
on the Mount,” and of
*fthe Mormon hicra teaching poly-
gamy as a religious duty at pu_lﬁ"u: eX-
pense.””’ “The school-house is often
constructed as to the mcetinﬁ—

¢alled a church;)
and the bishop isthe real manager ©
the school affiirs.”” ““The teacher is
certain to be a faithful and earnest
follower of Joseph .ﬂgﬁ!:h. The Book|
of Morinon and Docttrine and Cove-
nants hold an henored plhc&ﬁthe cur-
riculum.” . Grave charges,’ :
but are they true? "L Hm}'se}i haye h
taught and attended school in Utah. I
never recited nor gave a lesson from a
church book, excepting in One instance.

in the iuter&g_tf of
side of which RRo
bodied Sermon

-

A boy came to schotl gne day with a
' rimgr of the Degugl?éj:‘_ ghi? ¢t under
arm (a systewr of p uné;\;ics Jof

yrmon invention), and, after ‘shying|
about for some time, came to e, an
Baldt- “Father wants to know if you
won’t teach me the new alphabet?” 1
answered in the negative, not knowing
its A from myself; but curiosity
prompted me to comply with the
parent’'s wish, net . being deterred
therefrom by the recollection of the
somewhat wrreverent remark passed on
the system be one of the a.gos_ﬂesﬂ*hn,_
when asked by President unnﬁ what
he ‘thought of it, answered, *I think
there is one letter which should be

added.” *“What is that?? asked the
prophet.  “‘Let ’er rip,”’. said. the
apostle. LI :

The text books in use 1n the Mor-

mon schools are the same ag else-
where. The services of Gentile teach-
ers have been, and are, in demand. As
far back as 1868, the largest school ia
Salt Lake City had a Gentile teacher at
its head, a graduate of Yale.: The;
finest hall in the city, the Fourteenth
Ward Assembly Rooms (the saints’
meeting house), was thrown open for
his use. He was obliged in Utah to
abjure certain Eastern customs; forat
Yale, I believe, there are religious ex-
ercises, and, if Isnistake mnot, the at-
tendance is compulsory. A distingu-
ished Unitarian minister of the East, |
who visited Utah quite recently, hasi
just written me, saying, ‘‘[. found a
Gontile woman, teacher in their high/
school as principal,pid a higher salary

Loais (in both of which cities she had
previously labored), and elected solely
on account of her ability, amd without

ligion, in fact, has no place in the.car-,
riculum of the schools in Utah, unless
it be intheschools of the outsiders.

new State of Utah reads:—

‘Sep. 1. The legislature shall provide for a
uniform svstem of public schools, and may
eslablish free schools, provided that no sec-
tarian or denominational doctrines ghall_be
taught in any school supported in who!@ or
in part by Rn lic funds. ¥y
i 2,” All legislation in regard te educa-

tion shall be impartial, guaranteeing to all
‘persons, of every race, color, and religion,

ual rights and privileges. o
e“ﬂeo.'ﬁ.'- No religious s¢etl or denomination
shall ever control or appropriate to its own
use any of the public school or university:
funds of the state.

The report of the Commissioner of
Educutriec?n' ‘shows that Utah is 'in ad-
vance of the ‘general average of the
United States in the enrolment of
school population, percentage of daily
attendance, and the amount per capita
investec{sgl schnnrﬁmpergﬁ }Lirg J; a
comparison, proportigna | a-
tiun?b&tn'ﬁélf 'Utﬂ%-' Massachusetts
and the District of Columbia: J
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AN HISTORIC INCIDENT.

Most of the outside schools in Utah
are under denominational anspices,
whose teachers aresometimes dignified
by the title of Rewerend. It was my
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|fancled. But, before he could ma
tobaceo, and flesh, .also, excepting in |

!

f

wentﬂ »ol in Salt Lake City
whigh, by the , Stands square and
eir f0wn names.|{snug a t the lIipiscopal stone

church, toward whose construction

Brigham Young contributed, I believe
some $500. 1 sold this teacher in Salt
Lake one of Adams’ *‘Illustrated His-
torical Charts.” I :

Skeptical, having small faith in the be-

ginnings of history, as indicate
this chart by _otes Irum“"lil&?ﬁ

sources. My Hand seemed swmitten
with palsy asy I%int.ed to th%' ;ﬁ%‘éum
of our first parents, of Cain and Able,
the tower of Babel, Abraham offeri

up his son lsaac, the Children of Israe
passing through the Red Sea, etc. But
my customer seemed as interested in
this portion of the stream of time as

in any other, and a little more Eﬂkl
e

the purchase, he must see the bishop.
He sent me to him. I called, ex-
hibited my goods, and made a sale.
Years passed, four or five perhaps,
when 1 met mil{: uaintance on one of
our New York and Boston steamboats.
t was a surprise to each; for he was
settled over an E?scupa.l. parish in
New England, and I' was studying for
the Unitarian minis On religion I
was at sed. The fiit
had erumbled to pieces in my mind.

Bhut he, Jf{a suppasn;d,,!;a.%.knuwn no
change _dre rom his pocket a
amphfﬂt entitled *‘Reasons I} rkel'i;e-

leving the Advent of our
Cgrlst. 1% be pri-milienntﬂ:?’ |
L

oyl *ipr cus < :
In both creedl and dele?cf', Mormonism
outstrips the Christianity of our time
aud for the reason that it was born of
the nineteenth century and on Ameri-
\Eﬂn ﬁfil.‘ }’:tmwm :ie:l&r' % Iasﬂtf

wenty or . one e

this questiunwﬂ is ﬂme that the u{her
side were listened to. Hear and then

jadge. T.'W. Curxis.

“[Mr. Curtis JAdnforms us.

Jésus

though he left Utah in .

kept himself informed of the
tion of ngs in the Territory,
believes that the tendency. there

been toward a more, liberal practice
Eu*l%h'rhgaaﬁlﬂﬁ'the gﬁma s rather than

]

. NEPHPS VISION.

' Having had the extreme pleasure on
last Conference Sunday of listening to
the able and intereqtinf discourse de-
livered in the Tabernacle »”I:lg' President
George Q. Cannon on the comin

forth of the **Book of Mormon,” an

the remarkable fulfillment of the many
plain predictions contained therein,
especially the sublime  wvision of the

Prophet Nephi, son of the Prophet Le-
tilig

hi, together - the explanation of
the vision b august, an
structor, which always had a |
and fascination from my early child-
hood up 1o the present time; 1 thought
that perhdaps an item or two 1n conmec-

aforesaid vision might not be uninte-
resting to many Latter-day Saints who
rest in any facts which

take a deep
corroborate and substantiate the di-

ﬁﬁ “Eﬁ*’ﬂ?ﬁﬁﬁ Qimthat. smirad reiurt't_i.
ephi. d in  wrapt prophetic
vision iutmta?eufa::unl}ﬁded before
him in_panoramic succession, he nar-
rates as follows: **And it came to pass
that I beheld the Spirit of God that it

thou the meaning of the book?’ And I
said unto him, ‘I know not!’ And he
said, ‘Behold, it proceedeth out of the
month of a few,” and I, Nephi,beheld it.”?

The angel inf » N
baok was the Bible in its
plain and precious things have been
taken away from it, yet it should go
forth unto all the nations of the Gen-
tiles, and even across the many waters

| with the Gentiles who should go forth

out of captivity. 'The angel also in-
formed him thatthe beok was the sgme
as theswecord of i the Jews engraved
g}pon ~the *‘plates of brass’” which

i ‘brought out from Jerusalem,

ures. ) :
~Now the question is

Fathers, when mﬂnﬂed

in the -gdr*ﬂlur y possess an entire
copy of the Old and New Testament as
in its present form? At the time of the
sailing of the Mayflower, printing was
an expensive thing. Bibles were chain-
sed to the desks in the churches of the
oldbeountry—it took a smwall fortune to
buy one,, 1t was but a few years-after
the KingydJ gu}ea edition was le[lhi'lﬁliEil
that our lovéiathers embarked for the
New World, 1§ is said' that the schol-
arly John Alden possessed the onl
Bible of which any trace can be foun
among the Mayfdorwer tga.ssengers.h[ﬂn-
nscript portions of the New and de-
tached parts of the Old Testament
seriptures are mentioned, but no com-

‘did the Pilgrim

.mlum volume, and it is believed that
his w

as the sole Bible in the company.
This ancient and \Tié}llliﬂ.hlﬁ histori P::ﬁc
one ol the many treasures and objects
of interest eentained in Pilgrim Hall,
Plymouth, Mass. .., '

"Thus it is demonstrated that what
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