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DISCOURSE

FLOER WILFORD WOODRUFF,

In.the 15th Ward Meeting House,
on Sunday evening, June
13¢h, 1880.
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I AVE speut but very little time in
Salt Lake (ity on the Sabbath day
since m) return from the soutfl; SBat-
urdays and Sundays I have generally
spent the time atlending our Quar-
Marly Conferences abroad. d have

AND UTHER BRANDS OF felt as though I would like Lo \'i;sil
- the people in a ward eapacity as far
W T OO0 QO "W | i1 have opportunity, and I thought

c oy ZaM.I prd Branch Storea &y | [ would c¢all down and visit our

15th Ward this eve-
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o
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Wire, Barbed Wire, Feno-
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friends of the
ning. i

I have been very much edified in
listening to Rro. Morgan, and I con-
sider he has a correct idea of the
state of our country, and also with
regard to the (;velr;.quthat. nwait'.._u.u,
s a8 ple, and a 1is gemeration.
!‘artp';rl}iro. Morgan’s 1emarks re-
mind we of my first mission, espe-
cially that part describing tbe mau-
ner ],n \.\rhi.:-.li‘ll the missionaries in the
Southern States travel. 'The ground
that Bro. Morgan has been traveling
over, I traversed through the winter
of 1834-5 and the year following;
and I could not help eontrasting, in
my own mind, while listening to
him, the manner in which he and
his brethren travel, with the man
ner in which I and others traveled
in the early davs. You who have
read the Doctrine and (Covenants
understand that some of the revela-
tions therein contained were given
unto us at that time. The first mis-
sio labor I performed in this
| | Church was done Ly commandment,
f | without purse or scrip. My first
§ | mission after I went up to Zion’s
(Camp was through the Southern
States. [ called upon Bishop Par-
tridge, who was our first Bishop,
who was then in Missouri, Clay
County. He said he wished some
of the elders to go into the Southern
country. I asked him a few ques-
tions, some of which were these:
““Where do you want me to go?”” He
said, “I would like you to go through
Missouri into Arkansas.” BSaid I,
‘“Jackson County lies directly in our
road, is it your advice that we go
through Jackson County?” Here-
Plled that he had not faith enough
1imself to travel through Jackscon
but that if we had we
might do so. You, perhaps, will re-
member that we hmﬁust n driv-
en out from there, and it was as

much as a Mormon’s life was worth
to be seen in Jackson County. I
said to him: “Bishop Partridge, shall
we go without purse or scrip?’ He
=aid, “I have not got faith enough to
do it myself, if yon have you can
try it.” 1 was a boy,and I mast
say—not that I have any fault to
find with Bishop Partridge, for he
was a good man—that he did not
en us much. We had the
commandment of God on this point,
to go without s)nr- or scrip, on the
one side, and the Bishop’s advice on
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SR SALS WE the other. [ said [ would not take

rse or scrip, because the law of

Z. O. M. X. rod forbid it. I and my companion
Suls Sgedis im SALT LANE CITY. | starfed cut. In going through Jack-
9o son County we dared not call upon

anybody, and being hungry, we went
into a corn-fleld and took the ears of
corn and eat the corn like horses,
without grinding, though some of it
=3 S we pggn:ihod. 3 he continued owur
Uvvice in Bishop Munter's old idence wa u an avin no money,
tween Z.C.M.1. and Deseret National Bank. g{teyr lea.vix,lg J&cksong(,‘uunt, \se
RsipExCE—Fileventh Ward, Seventh East| | our bread from door to door;
f}ﬁ;iﬁ‘m“mm FirstSouth 56} and when we asked for something
' we always received it, and we were
ity Diseases W
rhllsmrém:g::lmlcm :\cl:ﬁfﬂ m"('«..‘iii?m?ﬂ never turned out of doors. 1 refer
will be opened on the 10th of at her | to these things because r.he]y come
uitiou. to my mind, and cannot help con-
trasting in my own mind how difler-
ent things were forty five ye#rs ago
from what they are to-day. Brother
Morgan has been felling us how they
travel in the Bouth, and I can bear
testimony to what he has said, that
when a man goes forth t.rustfng in
God he gets along fully as well, feels
better, and generally has as
success as the man who goes into
Jthqr_- issionary fleld with his pock-
letafull of money.
* Ltraveled through Arkansas, and

had quite an experience. [ had
visions and dreams to warn me of

danger and o encourage me in my
labors. In one instance, a man
came towards me, intending to kill
me; the circumstance was shown
me in a vision the night before. A
mob of thirty men was raised, and
they swore they would ride us on a
rail, and tar and feather us, and
then hang us, My companion was
in favor of leaving the country; but
[ told him I was going to stay there
at the risk of my life. When_ the
mob spFroached us, the leader came
fo with the intention of killing
mef' the consequence was precisely
as had been shown me in my vision
—when he godt to where [ was he
fell dead at my feet; and it was not
more than ten days when twenty of
this mon took sick and died—all
done by the same power and by the
destroying angel who is both power-
ful to save or destroy. We remained
there untill we saw the literal fulfil-
ment of what had been shown me
m the night vision. I held the office
Lof a while my eompanion was
an eider, and you know how a n
wourld feel in those days if he llad
sgainst & man over him in the priest-
hood. I did so, and it was the only
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OLBEST BOUSE IN THE TERRITONY neither would I; abd I persisted. in

UNDER ONE CONTINUOUS MANAGE thera for two weeks.

tode - » When my part-
3 wad going to leave, 1
told him that he ghould not do so,

: S . time we witnessed the
‘PL 1§ r.l Aibg N »
MAIN geT, )
(beiowo TValker Houss)

Ealt Taalk et ity

time in my life that I everattempted | I

1.0 J

| satisfied that T'coukli have built up)
| quite a chuteh. I true, being a

riest, I co -not hawve confirmed
Eaucvm after -ba them for
the ‘remission Of their sins, but I
could have haptized'ithern and ad-
ministered the sscramrent. -

Leaving this Pheg, and having no
money to travel, we t to Arkan-
sas River, and re dug out a canoe
from the trunk of a cottonwood tree,
viled curselves-a distance of
one hundred and twenty-five miles
down the river. The first day we/
made about forty miles, and stopped
over night with a poor woman who
lived in a log cabin without a floor,
She gave us supper and break i
and also a ?iece of johnny-cake
pork, which we took along. That
day we went down to the Daida-
nelles, and stopped over night in a
big tavern, which was unoccupied.
There was not a man within twenty |
miles, and when we inquired wha#;
was the matter, we were told the
place was haunted. We tied up our
canoe, took our lunch, asked a blesa~|
ing on it and ate it. After dark we
went to bed, and I slept soundly, on
one of the beat of feather beds, (in a
dream,) at my father’s house, and it
is hardly necessary for me o say,
nvbody haunted us'or disturbed our
slumber in the least,
After a good night’s rest we went
on to -Little Rock and tied up our
canoe. After visiting hero, we went
on to where a man named Jones
lived, where we left our canoe, and
preached the next day. We then
walked back to Little Rock, and tak-
ing the old military road, started to
cross the Mississippli swamp, which
was, the most part of it, covered
with water from the place we started
to Memphis, Tennesee—a distance
of about one hundred and eight
miles. We had to wade. throug!
mud and water sometimes knee
deep, which had the effect of giving
me an attack of rheumatism, which
cr J:led me. My companion was in
good health and wsnted to hurry on,
s0 we parted; bhe left me resting on,
a log. 1 was now alone, lame and
without food, in a swamp, some
thirty-five miles from the nearest
house. In considering the situation
and being all covered with mud,f
could not help laughing at my con-
dition—my oom;]nnion lea.vil:g me
«itting on a log in a swamp, thirty-
ﬂ}\;ej miles from any house, without
food.
again for two years. ut, withal,
[ knew I needed assistance, 50 when
my companion had gone out of sight
[ kneltdown in the water and prayed
fervently to the Lord to heal me, so
that I could continue my journey.
I felt theo tion of the Holy Spirit
upon me; I arose from my kees, the
pain having left me. I then went
on, bearing testimony to a family
here and there wherever opportu-
nity ted itself. Whm? came
to Memphis I was there without any
money. I went to the best tavern
in the city, which was kept by a Mr.
Jackson. [ told him of my financial
condition, and asked him if he would
keep me over night., Said he, scan-
ning me from head to foot, “What
is your calling?” 1 said, “I am a
preacher of the pel.”” He looked
at me agairm and burst out laug
and then said: “You Jook like one.
[Laughter.] I could not take any
exceptions, because the ministers of
the various denominations, in travel.
ing over the country, were furnished
with a good horse, they al-
ways had money and wore good
clothes. And the idea of a man
who had waded through mud and
water, and partly crippled through
rheamatism, claiming to a
reacher, I could not blame him for
aughing at me; in fact, T could not
help laughing myself. Mr. Jackson
rather suspected me; I belleve he
thought I was one of MurvilVs Clan!
—a set of men who were stealin
negroes and killing men. He asked|
me then: *“How shall T know that
you are a preacher?” I putmy hand
into my pocket, took out a paper and
presen
the same time that was my
license. After reading it over, and,
still keeping up his hufhing spell,
he said: “But how shall I know that
this is a genuine certificate? Will
you preach?” “For merey’s sake,”
said 1, ““don’t set me a preaching.”
And it had the effect of making
him feel quite curious to hear me.
He took my walise out of my hand,
saying that I must preach. I was
invited into the house, and while I
was resting and waiting for supper
Mr. Jackson sent all over town an
invited the “upper ten’ to come and
hear a “Mormon” preach; and while
I was eating supper t.f:ey came,
dressed in silks and satins and broad-
cloth, and before I got th the
house was full of people, who sat
looking at me, no doubt expecting to
be highly entertained. Supper over,
the Jandlord intimated tome -that
they were ready to hear the preach-
ing. 1 told him I was ready to

reach to them. He then set me
n a corner, where I was guarded by
ahout a dozen men, who would have

and

prevented me from ju eut of
the window, in case 3 the
attempt fo do 1 had 8 Bible and
a hymnbook. Omn opening the book,
I asked if some one would kindly

lead in singing, that I did not

the gift of llnﬂnf (A% this my
con “burst out k
VIS Sthis. sabeided, 1 knelt dows

d preached

I did not see mgcompanim wra

m?hoﬂhuif prayeér,and then
to them for one [ S0 -
I had the Mt'ﬂilm, "2 Spirit
of thedlmrdl WMW um
ne, an way 1%

ed" hat evening } the
best sermons I _PrE in my
life. “The
of the spirit t rested on me, and
I think L peve m their pri- |
vate life ‘as it was ever
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prieathood as an apos o b
nad as much gof hia power (o el
me to preach ) deliver me
from the of my enemies ds 1)
u’vcrh-dm I say ‘this for| the
encou ¢ of ‘our young me
and our boys who are ) th
1l yotie phdiiiae; smeaiy your
our ) your
ing {n hupdmllity belr!:).rgnﬂai, and be
after him In your youth, and iajsp
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to pass his great and eternal
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. be repested to the same extent
% nnmitlaennﬂnm ttf

e
biit Teént’
ham Young ;::h Brotheir . 1

J L i Iy y.
S, Jotomy gy feslls,
. And afterwards Brother Kim-

1 desired me Lo remain with him,
sgnd help him tarn his heuses arcund.
I stayed with him  twe days, and

then , Jmission, the
?ﬁh‘%@rh kf’i"ﬂ% vcyoll:;laﬂ,y

I also m'withmohm h (}nnldam lt:l
com n : e an
Miltor 'ﬁifilié’lf'whom I chose as
my associaled. Bro. Hale was not
what was called a great preacher,

-{ testimaony 'to' 4he divinity of the|gi

IM: [ ﬁl !Dd
hn::on. h(hhnﬁ dn. Bro.John
Eo WaAs HIEIB ‘t tm ume; ‘he

country. And while laboring under } was' ‘ehosen & member off
Brother Parrish, and tillm&‘ldmﬂ the quorum of ' the Twelve, but was
the Aaronic priesthoed, I received a {among those who afterwards aposta-

letter from Joseph 8mith and Oliver
Cowdery, informing me that th
wished  Brother Parrish to come
home, and me to remain in charge
in hiastead; and among other things,
Brot.hl: Josep::luid to :?“Im
Hrom i : e

d, m’?fywmﬁ{j G 7q O
no blessing that would otherwise be
conferred upon' yow.” 'Jusdt before
Bro. Parrish left he orddinell ine an
elder, and during that 'Year after
Bro. Parrish left I ba, some
thirty ns. When I received
the ter referred: to fyom the
et Joseph, I was in Brother
Smoot's house; he was ‘there and
o et 1" . S prommioes Sk
oW W .
had been -madetc me; and )
bedtime game I setired to the s

=

-rooma.whicl I' éscuph

door, and ; ived a 1 4
visicn, Moo lot Mo nf'i'it.h regard
to seeing visions; when uzphSmlth
receiv the -visitation Moroali,
Peter, James and John and others
they came and talked with hi
one nian talks'with addther;
face. In other cases men have

Pau t"iﬁl S0 ﬁ“ﬁm‘““"ﬁt
that 'lt":sm d@q’t : otmthn e
or ou 3
but He savw hud Beatd, thisigs mot 10
be uttered.. And it was so with p
I muld—anmﬂlﬁ'l i{l e,
MJ. ﬂ .' v;m. i m-
thing Dot asleep.

Pdo know, [ was ‘
I saw a great’ many! th P
vision which were ndér

[ raw thé:
I saw the sun turned+ite

darknes
and the moon to blood, And thé'al

tized. - Praveling through Canada,
I went ‘throu Oswege, took the
eanal and went to Conneeticut to
my father’s house. I had not seen
my parents from the time [ em-
braced the gospel, a' ‘period of rome

fiva yoare. out on my
mission, however, I went to see E’a-
ther Smith; the ch, who
Hlessed me and he' gave me the
' misé that 1 -nhuutkl:erb'u lsuconﬁ;fui
‘bringing my fa s house into
ulec]ll:grch. “When I called uron
him I preached to him aund baptized
him and my ste wer and my
uncle, Ozam oodmfll: and wife and
son: and sste ter, tlogelher
;lgim,omaﬁfm lived in my father’s
ouse. 3

; nized & branch of the church.
LW, we landed. there at midnight
1:_. ere entire. without a
8 jzpanny; ~Fhe, first house we
pproached  .we found ‘vaeant; we
;en.i. ot the next, where we
were accommodated with a bed.

% W
as{ Th nanxmrlnhu I suid tothe lady,
z}' Wgﬂl,]'rou il me i thareh-n;?e-

been L on

_#his island, and if so,

wﬂm’."_ She answered, “the Bn#»
it 2 .” “Haveyou a church?”

t church.” ‘“Have

: }“:"
you a
tis

minister?”

from heaven fall. I saw seven g«

they Wwere represen
d it disp :
tu Ih. :‘I
fo do s0"A0 ‘becal

line of wmiy" rébnkirks, ™
they eoms 0% 1%
been a palnfer, i
when I qw_ohﬁ: even to this day—
as the scene
brance on mg
sat down an
5

gl&m hat office’ :
ﬁgmu, or what ‘is.mmm'

caling.!
which we traveled in. ear

:.nd by he teok them u mdmlusoked
m%’m there va.gn

aild we had joy in our
Lord blfullng;wﬂﬂm

it to him, telling him at| th

C - : ﬂllh i l
turned. to - m Brot.h .
\ . A ; ar
Bmoot with me; Ifml there when
the endowiients were
winter of 1838-7, and received y
i oy
s e iy
me “ ’
was requested to l'um:I in the
Southern country fo take charge of
g:dbnndiumt. Charolt i that

‘I'was in Xirtland af the time of
the %:ut apostacy, which some of
you have

Men have asked me why men w

ate them from God and from the

duties of the holy priesthood; and
ﬂahwuthecuorllt:l: them. The

m -

bu?few are chosen, d why are
ﬁ:’.ﬁﬂ not chosen? Because they set
o hearts too much upon the

readi of in the his A
have |

have borne the apostleship _
aposta A would .ask, why do
men & : 5 M{use 10
they se thie things

of this , whieh-in time

£
0

M‘tha

g%%% 55

JDotglas, a Methodist min

present and heard this Mr.

t,h of this world, and aspire to

of
I

and divinity of which

was not

tru :
is altested to by the signatures of | quenc

. d.then went {0 Fox Island, where | peace

Covenan
. | should be

g
eomandhp him to W {
of convention. I

three days after hia arrival he died
thereand was buried. We say a

@God| great many things sometimes in

confirming people when under the
influenece of the Spirit of God, that
appear t0 the natural mind almost

and which we do not

.u:gntmd ourselves, only as th

Lord confirms them. _

These, my brethren and sisters,
are incidents of my ex ce while
on my first mission. Joseph Smith,
Brigham Young and the Twelve
A have met with- similar
things, for this is the way we had
to travelin the early days. We al-
ways went without purse or
ac:{p, leaving our families
many GUimes in the depths
of poverly. We]left our wives in
poverty 1o go to Iingland, after ful-
filling the revelation given on the
26th day of April, at Far West,
where,in obedience to the command
of the Lord, we laid the chief corner
stone of the temple. This was the
only revelation in which God had
ven day and date requiring the
Saints to fulfil a certain thing by a
certain time. When that revelation
was given, the bilter enemies of
this Church connived together and
swore by all the gods that if all
the other revelations of Joe Smith’s
bad been fulfilled, that that one
should mot be, because there was
day and date to it, and they would
gee that it should not be fulfilled,
You know the history of that, how
that.the Lord overruled to that ev-
erything was brought to pass to the
very letter.

e went to England and labored
energetically, the lord crowning
oar labors with great suecess. We
baptized 7,000 people. I myself
brought into the Church near 2,000,
most of whom were brought into the
Church in about eight months’ labor
in the Herefordshire mission. After
spending-one year in England with
the Twelve, and establishing the
Churelh there, we returned home in
and safety.

Now, I want to say to my breth-
ren and sisters, this is Mormonism;
this is the way we have lived. You
are in another condition; you lrave
lived 40 years since that day—from
1840 tg;?su. You ar&’_lucaled it;;l!lw
Rocky Mountains,and you are fillin
these ~mountains with Lat.ter—dnf-
Saints.. You have go! the kingdom
of ,and the Lord is with you,
and is very anxious that this

leshould build up this kingdom.
[ lrntanlng to Brother Pratt to-day
preach to us, and when I read the
revelations, and when I reflect upon
that grand and glorious vision whiech
God gave to Joseph, which marks
out the of all men; and
when I consider that youand 1 have

ﬂlm“l while here in the flesh to
at to the high and exalted posi-
tion in the eelestial kingdom of )
which is described In this Book of
I feel that our aims
igh, and that our vi~
leges here on the earth are all that
we should ask for. What are gold

. | and si]ve&whlt are the monopolies

of wealth which Brother Mo
has of asexisting in the east.
What, I say, are the immense riches
in the ‘of a few men compared
{0 the blessingsof efernal life? Wh{
bless your souls, the men who wield
this worldly power are, as a general
thling,monw .hthltanwill go downi tofhezl
W pass away; in fac
t.h..;'pua in the same situation nae
the man referred to by the Bavior
who wanted to build larger barns
and sterehouses, and of whom the
Son of Man said, Thou fool, this
night thy soul shall be required of
mﬁ%mmked l:: the Relief
VO & Week ago, S0 |
I now, if 1 could live 1,000 years hﬂ
in the flesh, and had to labor in pov-
erfy and hunger all the days of my

life, and if by my acts and course of

. | labor I could secure unto myself the

vilege - of havin - wives
gﬁd r wit-hg mn:y in the
morn of the first resurrection and
could have them with me in my
family organization in the celestial
world, to dwell with me in that state
‘and glory, I should feelamply repaid;
| it would more than reward me for
lany trials and inconveniences and
| troubles that I may have to endure
:;;ra. As B-ml:{n‘ro Mth h”lom

you 80 Bay peo to-
night, the world know not the ns-
ture of the treasure we have, they

never did nor can know while they
reject the truth as it is offered to
them. Bat while itis a painful
thing to see men reject and oppose

{ the and stand ready to -
. amm who have been wuﬁ‘:g
| to saerifice their all in order to

claim it to a fallen world, I say,
‘while this is painful enough to a con-
siderate Latier—day SBaint, it is not
near 80 bad as when men apostatize
and deny the fruth; ofall things un-
der beaven I dislike to see, it is tosee
men who have once known the

and deny that wh they have
known and seen. I ean Latter
fiay Baints, I can see rethren
and. sisters laid in the t tomb

rgan | fear of God in our hearts. Some of

pro- nguunto him and thus prepare our-

“| oar in

to receive the command to go forth
and reap down the earth. ' This
time must come sooner or later; the
reign and rule of sin and
wickedness are numbered, and the
destruetion of the wicked will come
upon them like a thief in the night
Rt S acrings st soprel e
giving in and en

all kinds of revelry.

The wicked do not seem to know
that it is a fearfal thin&w fall into
the hands of a jealous . There
are a thousand cases of murder to-
where there was but one when
this Book of Mormon was translated
and sent forth to the world, and a
thousand cases of whoredoms and
adultery where there was one then
In those days both law amd virtue
were res, and honored; buf af-
ter this word had gone forth to the
people and had been treated with in-
dlﬂgrenoa and cl‘::locted by them, the
Lord commen to withdraw his
Spirit from them, until to-day it
finds little, if any, place in their
hearts, and as a consequence, Satan
Hconn'o! oveli'l:h!em a‘nd !.hc:jy all'e
ast ri nlnq uity, an e
whole grth rmdn;'ql‘ur J:i’udgu:nm:n;
and there will be none to deliver.
Bince my return from the south,
the question has been asked mea
number of times if I had received a
ravelation while in the south. It
does seem strange to me that such a
question should be asked. We have
twelve Apostles and their counsel-
ors, who are upheld by the Latter-
day Baints in general conference as-
zsembled, as prophets, seers and reve-
lators; and is it a strange thing that
they should receive a revela-

tion? There are, say 5,000
Seventies in these mountains who
hold the Melchisedek priesthood, as
well as many thousands of High
Priests and many thousands of KEl-
ders who also hold a portion of the
Melchisedek priesthood, and is it a
marvel or a wonder that God should
givea revelation to anybody? What
an idea! The marvel to me is that
prophets and apostles should live at
all without revelation.

If we build up the Kingdom of
God we shall see the necessity of re-
cefving constant aid from our Father
and God to diregt us in earrying out

world and the nations that live to-
day, when the inhabitants shall be-
come fully ripe in wickedness As
the Lord lives all the revelations
of God concerning them will surely
come to Therefore
yourselves, ye Baints of the hm-
da for that which awaits you;
furyjnd ts will

House of God, and from there it will
go forth to this and other nations as
it has never before been known, un-
til the whole earth shall be cleansed
from wickedness and the made
straight for the coming of our Lord.
[ would repeat the counsel that
has been sounded in the ears of this
people for these ears. Let
us live our religion and have the

us are not ng to remain here
very much ; wWe ‘pass
away, but we have boys aund girls
growfng up who will i

great work of salvation and redem
tion which God is establishin

the earth, I have 8 mﬁn

[ Jook at the evils around

which béset their pathway in life;
which are the means used by the
devil to overthrow them; and he
see:lie the ;;erl".?nr?w of tﬁh whole
people; and he overthrow every-
body that can beoverthrown .Thﬁ
fore, I would say, teach $Your bo_vi

b

for the welfare of our boys and t.Eh '
amy

and girls the prinei of the gospel
teach them to prnfprllel:tﬂ God, to cal
upon him that his spirit rest
::'}:.utnthem and touch their hearts,

they may te led in the paths
of righteousness, and thus be saved
from the evils of the world. I am
pleased to see 20 many of our young
petsons interest themselves in the
principles revealed from heaven for
our guidance and salvation, and
hope and pray that they will con-!
tinue in well doing, for upen their
shoulders, as I have said,
must sooner or later devolve the re
sponsibility of ecarrying on this work.

[ believe are a t of
our =ons and dﬂﬁgl;a in Kese
mountains who 1 not taste of

death, whose bodies will not lie in

the grave, and will live in the
flesh un Chriféwsyhnll come, :.o be

oa.nﬁllnt. up to meet him in the. air.
We have gol to exercise faith in
God and call upon him, and draw

= . for the things which await us
n life. T
I feql as though I have mid
O poa God 1 “blesd ‘i ud to
ray o you
Bioat thu holy “priestHots. th6 A pos.
ties, the Seventies, tlie High Priests,
and all who bear ! the' priesthiood in
ty to God: and live se as
t worthy of the h
that we aresiming

to be at
exalted

and child; and that we may:-fight
the bcttle’ollik, and overcome -

world, the flesh and the devil, and
ha-pn:pu'od ﬁu.:-irﬂk, % my
inyer., in the name of Jesus.
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