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INTOLERANCE IN WEST VIRGINTA.

AN Associated Press dispatch
from Wheeling, West Viiginia, was
published lately in the DESER-
ET NEws and has appeared in
many papers. It is full of untruths
and onght not to pass without some
correction. We do not propose to
notice cvery crroneous article or
dispatch that iz published against
“Mormonism,”” for that would re-
guire, every day, more space than
ia at our command. But octeasion-
ally we have to comment upon
them, especially when they appear
in our regular teiegrams,

it is stated that “*serioustroulble is
brewing in Wheeling,*’ because
‘‘the Saints have a church building
there of theirown in which regular
services are held.’” This is indeed
serious. If the Latter-day Saints
hold reguiar serviees and do
so in a4 chusch of their own, it is
enough to niake the very wires
tremble, as the startiing news is car-
ried to the remotest parts of the con-
tinent!

But why sliould no$ the Baints
hold their scrviees regularly if they
have a ehurch of their own? Would
it be better for them, or for the
town, if they held them irregularly?
Or would it mend the matter if they
accupied a church belonging to some
other dJdenomination or persons?
People are not obliged to attend
these services, nor ure they prevent-
ed from doing so. Perhagps if the
Associated Press agent at Wheeling
were to attend and investigate, he
would not find anything very won-
derful to work up into an item im-
pertant enough to flash over a con-
tinent. But ““the converts made
have been mostly women and some
ofthem have been exported toUtah.
We doubt this very much. This is
what is popularly described asa
‘chegtnut.”” It has been tld so
often and been demonstrated so
frequently to be fulse, that suspicion
attaches to its mouldy shell when-
ever it is offered to the public. Be-
sides, ilmmigrants from the South do
no{ come to Utah; they colonize in
Colorado. 8o all the taik about
“‘many young girls being Induced to
leave Lheir homes and go to Utah,*”
Is the baldest kind of nonsense.

It is probable that the stateinent
concerging “‘a general feeling very
bitter agminst the Mormons,” is
Prebably correct, as that is usually
the case wherever the incontro-

[ vertible truths taught by the Elders
i'nt'e presented with  any prospect
ol success. The dispateh says,
“The missionaries are working
in the boldest manner.”? Well,
that is the proper way
preach the Gospel, and that is the
work the missionaries have to  per-
form. Would it be Letter if they
preached timidly, or worked sceret-
1y?

But “ap organiged movement 1o
drive them out is probable,?*J ust sy,
and such lawless and hellish move-
ments are made more prolable by
the dissemination of just suech dis-
patches as Associated Press agents
seem to delight in sending over the
wires. But it gives evidence of
“powerful weaknesws’ on the part of
the mobocratic “Christians’’ who
wisli to resort to suehf*a arguments.??
If the Ellers promulge error, will
not truth succeed in “driving them
out.’”” If not, are organized mobs
the approved methods by which civ-
ilization overcomes heresy? The if-
fieulty seems to be that our Eilders
neither break the law, nor teach |
others to do so, nor do they preach
any doctrine that ean be eontro-
verted by the Bible or good sound
reason, Therefore the weapons of
lawlessness and bigotry and intoler-
ance are brcught to bear, und
“Christian?? people in o+ Christian®?
city can find no betler means of
mevting the awful boldness and sin
of the Latter-day Saints in helding
regular services in a church build-
ling of their own, than “an organ-
ized movement to drive the Mor-
mone out.’”

Well, this speake very badiy for
the inhabitants of Wheeling, and
makes it appear they have ecome on
this planet some hundreds of years
tou Iate. L hey ought to have lived
here in the middle ages, and then
they esuld have fetched faggzots and
fed the lires to roast herelics, and
thugs have “driven them out’’ of
this world in the most expe-
ditious way. Or has the veracious
agent of the Associated I'ress in
that eity becn rvauneing and ex-
agperating ? Such newsmakers
soinetinies resort to Lhis kind of!
thing, and Balt Lake, if reyuired, |
could furnish at least one “‘shocking
example.”

We hope the news is not correct,
and that the people of West Virgin-
in will investigate, find out what
these “Mormon?’ lders preach be-
fore they condemn the doetrine, amd,
so long as they do not break any law
or counsel its violation, leave them
to that liberty which the Constitu-

tion of the United Btales guarantees

2%

to citizens, and which God Almighty

has given {o all men and women
who dwell heneath the shining sun,

‘A GOOD SELECTION,
Tueappointment of W. W. Riter,

'Esq., as superintendent of the Utah

division of the the Consoclidated
roads, is looked upon by conserva-
tive business men and respectable
people of all parties aa .wise and
timely. The division embraces ail
the railroads in the Consolidation
south of Ogden, and the position
is n very important ome. Mr,
Riter was chosen for his
marked ability as a railroad man,
his probity and honesty and his
familiarity with affairs and men in
this Territory and elsewhere con-
nected with railroad intereste. We
congtatulate Mr. Riter and hope he
will contimie te he sucecessful and
weat his new honors with eredit to
himself and profit to the Consolida-
tion and the publie.
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SEVERAL COMETS TOGETHER.

THE Lick cobservatory and tele-
siope bhave already contributed
largety to the cause of science in
thie country, and of course the
benefits resulting from some of their
work have been realized throughout
the civilized worbl. Thie grandest
achievement yet recorded was on
the night of the 3rd instant. While
ohserving llie comet discovered by
M. Brooks, of Geneva, New York,
Professor Barnard, with the Lieck
instrunient, saw several attendants
on the object in chief, and serutin-
izing them clesely was able to clear-
ly and unmistakable determine that
they also were comets. Two of
them immediately preceded the
principal object in its  great
gweep through space; one was nearly
in its path at the rear; there were
four to the right and two to the
left of it, making eight in all. Pro-
fessor Barnard has a record of hav-
ing made more cometic discoveries
than any otlier astrenomer liviag or
dead, and this discovery surpagses
in interest and hnportanee any other
ever made by him.

In an interview with a reporter
of the San Franeisco Chronicle, the
rofessor says the ecomet is one of
the rarest phenomena known to as-
tronomers, that is, a comet attended
by companions, and will be watehed
with the utmostl intereat by the en-
tire astronemical world. In the,
twelve-ineh telesende it is o minia-
ture of a great comet having a well-
defines] nucleus and a tan-shaped




