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from & very early date, and are In &
good state of preservation.

“[n the otlice of the olerk of the
giate supreme courr, in the Btate
House at Annapolis, are several
manuseript volumes whioh coatain,
among other things, petitions that
were presented (o the oolonial legisla-
ture by Immigrants, asking to be
naturalized, ‘These doouments fre-
quently afford wuch tnformatiou cou-
gernivg the petitioner, hy giving the
place and uate of his hirth, an
aogount of his marriage, the number
of his children, the date of hisarrival,
hie occupation, eto. Lt was the rule
for & private aot to be passed grantiug
suol B petition, In the year 1765, the
Rev. Thomdas Bacon compiled all the
acle of the colonial legislature passey
from 1ie first eesslon till tonen, snd
caused the same to be printed. The
compilation Alia a large (olio volume,
jnclodes the private naturalization acts
that had been passed, and nOas a0 ig-
dex.

#The most valuable source of in-
formation, if the parish regleters be
sxcuepled, Are Lthe records of willae,
Tbese are in & good slate of preserva-
tion aud are well indexed, ILu gener-
al oharacter they do not differ muen
from simjlar recorde in other colonies,

“All ol the Bbove reoords made lo
any part of the colony prior to the
yesar 1777, ure kept iu Avuapolie. In
that year the coloniai iegislature
passed a law which required to be
kept at the county seat of each county,
rocorus of la o tcansfers, probaie pro-
ceedings, wills, marriage liceuses, elc.
All recerds pertainiug to land, 1o any
ocounty In the etate, dated prior 10 1777,
are stored iu what 18 knowo as the
Liand Office. All wille proved in the
colony up to thut year are in the office
of the Register of Wills ut A nnapolia,
who i, however, un officer ot Anne
Arundel ocounty. ‘The mapusoript
volumes which contain the records oi

robate proceedings, acouvUutis of ad-
ministrations, guardiavehip matters,
oLC-, Up to 1777, are in the custody of
the last nameu officer.

“Prior to the yesr 1777, no civil
record of marriages was kept in the
colony. But tne law of that year
relating to records provided for the
jseunuce of marriage licenses by the
olerks of the clrouit courts of cthe
respective counties, As eagh mar-
riage llcense hla .k wae charged to
the aocount of the agourt olerk to
whom it wae issued, as g0 much
money, hy the stale Lreasurer, the
reoiplent of the blanks was impelled
by B pecuulary consideration, to keep
strict account of hie dJdisposar of
them; bence in each county ls a
tairly complete record of marriage
licenees issued.

$Af no time has there been Kept in
Maryland, under any requirement of
oivil law, a record of hirtus or deatbs
Thoere is wow, and bas been for some
yoar8, u Ilaw requiring hirths to be
reporte | to and recorded by the clerk
of the circuit court of the couuty; but
the law ls inoperative.

¢ Pergons desiring to procure, by cor-
respoudence, information from recorda
in Maryland, may address the follow-
ing officiale; For data from Jaud
iogords prior to 1777, Chief Clerk,
Liand Office, Annoapolis. For data
from wills, auminietration recordes,eto.,
prior to that yesr, Register of Wills,

Annapolis. Fuor iaformation concern-
iog early naturalizatione, Clerk Bu-
preme Court, Aunnapolis. For ia-
forwation from land records mnd mar-
riage licenses singe 1777, Clerk Circuit
Court, at the gcounty reat, For in-
formation from wills, adwinistration
records, etc., rince 1777, Register of
Wills, at couwnty seat. For pames of
present taxpayers, Clerk (‘ounty Com-
missioners, at the county seat.

“The main reliance of the genealo-
gist working in Maryland, for dates of
birth and death, and of marriage prior
to 1777, are the parish registera. Un-
fortunately these are very imperfeot,
and none of them now in existenoce
date hachk to the early years or the
settlement of the colony. Baltimore
couanty was urzanized about forty years
befure it could bomst a regularly settled
pastor. No doubt the settlers habit-
unlly practised religlous worship,
though without a settled minister, but
the oldest parish reglster in that
county, whose people settled a regiou
sioce divided into several counties,
doee not vate back earher than the
closing years of the 17th century, and
it is stated that there ls not a parish
register extant in the state containing
records of birth, marriage and de .th,
in revular order, earlier than 1690.

“Thus o record exieta from which
can be gleaned the names and dates
of birth of the first uweneration of
children born in the colony, and in a
iarge proportion of cases Lhe same may
be sajd of the second uuneration.
Nothing can sompsnsste for this lagk
of information reiative to the second
and third generations {(counting the
immigrant the firat) of the inhabi-
tants of Maryland, and the genealoglst
must ever meeot wit1 difficulty and
perplexity in aseigniag children to
parenta, and in respect to dates, Bar-
ring this one great lack, that state
abounds in genealugicsl and historlcal
JalLa,

““But the fleld | an uncultivated
one., The wealth of information em-
braced in the vast acoumulations of
records at Annapolis and io some of
the older counties, is difficult of agcess
from lack of convenient arrangement
and indexes, and B surprisingly smali
amount of it hap ever found its way
inwo print. The State Legialature, at
its !ast sessivn, was appealed to for an
apprepriation to defray the expense of
preparing an index to the administra.
tion recorda dating prior to 1777, but
refuseéd to make Lthe expenditure.
There is, however, a growing interesl
in local history and genealogical pur-
suits, and 1t le doubtlees only & question
of time when the legislature, officials
and people of Maryland will be
aroused to the necesslty of brineging
forth the recorded troth relating to
her founders, and making it accespible
to all the world.

B. F. Comuaings, JR.”

With records in Virginia I am not
s0 familiar. The recerde of laod
titles, wiils, probate proowedings, etc,,
ante-iating the revelution, are stored
at Ricbhmond. But elnce the state
government was fa rly organized these
records have been kept at the aeata of
the reapective counties. During the
Inte war, vast quantities of recordsin
Virginia were destroyed. The pene
ral character of records in this state, as
far a8 I am familiar with it, ia simllar
to that of the recorde of Maryland.

Lilttie genealogical material bas been
printed.

From the foregoing it will be seen
that the compiler of Amer'can geneai-
oey le likely to inour coneiderable diffi-
culty and expenee; but I feel warrant-
ed in megerting that, io neariy every
instance, success witl follow purgever-
anoe,

Very reepectfully,
B. F. CuMMINGS, JR,

Room 522, Constitution building.

THE NEW EDUCATION.

The following ie an address on the
subject of The New Education, de-
livered by Professor W. R. Malone,
principal of the Balt Liuke City high
sohool, at the recent general meeting
of the city schooi teachers:

This is & subject thatis golng the
rounds of educational journals & great
deal of Iate. It and University Exten-
sion are the attractive terms that
indicate lince mlong which modern
education ig bearing. It is true, that
they are referred to at times in perious,
semi-serious and humorous veins.
It wae uot long siace that I read a
ashort uewspaper aritole entitled f*Edu-
oationnl Faue,?? to learn that these fads
were New Education and University
Extenslon. But a sympathetic in-
vestigation proves tnem to be worthy
of more than flippaat allusions, A
word sbout University Exiension will
suffice: Itisthe oringing down into
the public life many features of the
upiversity life. It is carrying the

unmiversity to the people instead of
the people to the ubiveraity.
Tms {8 dane in a eeries of

leciureve in the different departments
ol scleuce by men ol eminences 1n these
Jepartments, alag i history, Iltera-
ture, economics and pedagogics. It
tills 8 necd of the present generajion.
Many while young, unable by lack ot
mes s 1o secure the benefit oi a uni-
ver-ity course, and niw, aoxious to .
avail themeeives of wbat they could
not earlier mcquire, are cresting thie
demand; some who let their opportun-
ities slip now eee the foliy of their
way, avd wonld make good their lussee.
Maony meu in busipess, many men
and women of means and leisure,
would keep in touch withk advancing
thought, University Extension meets
this demund. This plan was started
iun Euogland 'before it t.k nold in our’
couniry., For many years past, unl-
versity men from Oxford and Cam-
bridge have been regularly engaged
outs:de of college walle in instructing
the people in England’s manufactur-
ing centers. They have seoured most
cheering resuits in lifuog to high
piaues of intelligent opinlon on live
queations those following industria}
pursuiis, The Cuatauqus nssemblles
and Chataugua circlte lo pur own
couutry are p.ases of this movement.
Buijwhat is New Eduocation? It is
frequently before our eyes In educa-
tional magazines, and yet it is found to
be imperiectly uoderstoud. We in-
Juire wbat it means, an.l are answere.l
with no distinget or clear deflnpition.
Articles in educational journale con-
vey no single, dJdeflney iden. 'he
reagou is, it contalns more than a
slugle juea. It is B comprebensive
subject, embracing tbe advanced, im-
proved and best methode of school in.
struction and school goveraoment,



