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from a very early date and are in a
good state of preservation

in the office of the clerk of the
state supreme court in the statestale
house at annapolis are several
manuscript volumes which contain
among other things petitions that
were presented to the colonial legisla-
ture by immigrants asking to be
naturalized these documents fre-
quently afford much information cou
cerling the petitioner by giving the
place and date of his birth an
account of bis marriage the number
of hisbis oh il11 ddrenren the date of hhisIs arrival
hisbis occupation etc it was the rule
fr a private act to be passed
aohsuch a petition in the yearyear 17661765 the
rev bacon compiled all the
rotsacts of the colonial legislature passed
from its first session till won and
caused the sameflame to be printed the
compilation fillsfilla a large oliofolio volume
includesincluded the private naturalization acts
that hadbad been passed and has an in-
dex

agthethe mostmoat valuable source of in-
formation if the parish registers be
excepted are the records utof wills
thosethese are inain a good state of preserva-
tion antiand are well indexed lu gener-
al character they do not differ muonmuen
from similar records in other colonies

all of the above records made in
any partpan of the colony prior to the
year 1777 are kept iuin annapolis in
that year the colonial legislature

a law which required to be
kept at the county seat of each county
records of laIs d transfers probate pro-
ceedingsceedings wills marriage licenses etc
all records pertaining to land in any
county in the state dated prior to 1777
are storedscored luiu what is known as the
land office all wills proved in the
colony up to that year are in the office
of the register of wills utht annapolis
who is however an officer otof anne
arundelarladel county the manuscript
volumes which contain the records utof
probate proceedings accounts of ad
ministrations guardianship matters
etc up to 1777 are in the custody of
the latlast officer

prior to the year 1777 no civil
record of marriages was kept in the
colony but too law of that year
rrelating0 to records provided furfor the
issuance of marriage licenses by the
clerks of the circuit courts of the
respective counties As each mar-
riage license bibabla ik was charged to
thebe account of the court clerk to
whom it was issued as so much
money by the state treasurer the
recipient of the blanks was Impimpelledellea
by a pecuniary consideration to keep
a strict account of hisbis disposal of
them holies in each county laIs a
fairly complete record of marriage
licenses issued

at no time has there been kept in
maryland under any requirerequirementmeat of
civil lawjaw a record of bartas or deaths
there is now and has been for some
years a lawjaw requiring birthsbirtha to be
reports ij to and recorded by the clerk
of the circuit court of the county but
the law is18 inoperative

persons desiring to procure by cor-
respondence information from records
in Marymarylandlandl may address the follow
ing officials for data from land
accords prior to 1777 chief clerk
liandland office annapolis furfor data
from wills auiso ministration recordsdetoetc
prior to that youryear register of wills

annapolis putfr information concern-
ing early natural i clerk su-
preme court Auannapolis for in-
formation from land records anamarand mar-
riage licenses nines 1777 clerk circuit
court at the county seat for in-
formation from wills administration
records etc since 1777 register of
willswill at courty sentgeat for names of
present taxpayers clerk county com-
missionersners at the county seatseal

the main reliance of th genealo-
gist working in maryland for dates of
birth and death and of marriage prior
to 1777 are the parish registers un-
fortunately these are very imperfect
and none of them now in existence
datedaie back to the early years or the
settlement of the colony baltimore
county was organized about forty years
before it could boast a regularly settled
pastor no doubt the settlers habit-
ually practicedpractised religious worship
though without a settled minister but
the oldest parishpariah register in that
county whose people settled a region
since divided into several counties
does not date back earlier than the
closing years of the century and
it is stated that there tois not a parish
register extant in the state containing
records of birth marriage and dethde tb
in regular order earlier than 1690

thus no record exists from which
can be gleaned the names and dates
of birth of the first generationKene ratton of
children born in the colony and in a
large proportion of oasescases the same may
be said of the second generation
nothing can for this laak
of information relative to the second
and third generations counting the
immigrant thehe first of the inhabi-
tants of maryland and the genealogist
must ever meet will difficulty and
perplexity in assigning children to
parents and in respect to dates bar-
ring this one great lackjack that state
abounds in genealogical and historical
data

but the field is an uncultivated
one the wealth of information em-
braced in the vast accumulations of
records at annapolis and in some of
the older counties is difficult of access
from lack of convenient arrangement
and indexes and a surprisingly small
amount of it hasbaa ever found its wayway
into print the state legislature at
its last session was appealed to for an
appropriation to defraydetray the expense of
preparing an index to the administra-
tion records dating prior toco 1777 but
refused to make the expenditure
there is however a growing interest
in local history and genealogical pur-
suits and it is doubtless only a question
of time when the legislature officials
and people of maryland will be
aroused to the necessity of bringingbri neing
forth the recorded truth relating to
her founders and making it accessible
to all the world

B F JRJB
with records in virginia I1 am not

so familiar the records of land
titles wills probate proceedings etc
anteautoantedatingdating the revolution are stored
at richmond but since the state
government was fa fly organized these
records have been kept at the seats of
the respective counties during the
late war vast quantities of records toin
virginia were destroyed the geuebeus
ral character of recordsrecordkinn this state asaa
far as I1 am familiar with it tois similar
to that of the records of maryland

little genealogical material has been
printed

from the foregoing it will be seen
that the compiler of american geneal-
ogy tois likely to incur considerable biffi
culty and expense but I1 feel warrant-
ed in assorting that lain nearly every
instanceina tance success will follow persever-
ance

very respectfully
B PF CUMMINGS JRJB
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THE NEW EDUCATION

the folfollowinglowlar is an address on the
subject of the nownew Edueducation de-
livered by professor W BR malone
principal of the salt lake city high
school at the recent general meeting
of the city school teachers

this is a subject that tois going the
rounds of educational journals a greatfeat
deal of late it and university exten-
sion are the attractive terms that
indicate linuslines along which modern
education is bearing it is true that
they are referred to at times in serious
aemi serious and humorous veins
it was not long since that I1 read a
short newspaper article entitled edu-
cationalcational faus to learn thatthai these fadsfade
were new education and university
extension but a sympathetic in
vestigation proves them to be worthy
of more than flippant allusions A
word about university extension winwill
suffice it tois the orin icing down into
the public life many features of thehe
university life it is carrying the
university to the people instead of
the people to the uuniversityniver sity
this tois done in a series of
lectures in the different departments
otof science kyby men otof eminence in these
departments also iu history litera-
ture economics and it
nils a need of the present generation
many while young unable by lack of
meant to secure the bendibenefitfit of a uni
verityverday course and nw anxious to
avail themselves of what they could
not earlier acquire chii
demand some who letjet their opportun-
ities slip now see the folly of ii their
way aud would make good thelttheir lotow
many men in busbusinesslueft many men
widand women of means antiand leisurebute 1

would keep in touch with advancing 1

thought university extension meets
this dedemandmalid this planpian wagws stUrtstartedlid
in england before it violtOK hold laild ouroue
country cormanyfor many years past uni-
versity men from oxford and cam
bridglebridge have been regulregularlyaril engaged
outs de otof college walls in instructing
the people in Englands manufactur-
ing centerscenter they have secured most
cheeringsheeringehe ering results in lifting to high
planes of intelligent opinion on livejive
questions those following industrial
pursuits the assemblies
and Chatauchautauquaqua circles in our own
country are hospes of this movementico

isin nownew education it tola
frequently before our eyes in educa-
tional magazines and yet it is found to
be imperfectly understood we in-
quire what it means aal are answered
with no distinct or clear definition
articles in educational journals con-
vey no single defined idea the
reason is it contains more than a
siegle idea it is a comprehensive
subject embracing the advanced im-
proved and best methods adf school in
struction and school government


