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someborne time ago some orof our eluera in
this conference were challenged by it

1 1 minister to enter into a
public debate and discuss the merits of

the two respective creeds from abi
standpoint abe elders informed the
reverend gentleman that they were
not huntingbunting a debate but itif be waswaa
anxious for one he could be accommo-
dated he stated that he was eager
for the fray and was desirous of tak
ng mormonism by the foretop and
show the people the nothingness of stit
in tact he would knock a hole through
it that we would never get plugged up

the challenge was accepted and
articles of agreement drawn up and
signed after which your correspondent
was apprised of tue tactfact that he hadbad
been selected as theonethe one to defend our
cause toethe date for debate was set lorfor
the and alt

the news spread like wildfirewil afire the
whole eniryc seemed very much
interestedinteresteu in the coming event when
we arrived at the place spencer van
buren county we found the debate
to be the general topic long before
the appointed time a large
concursa of people naddad assembled to
witness the affair and were seemingly
very curious to get a glimpse of the
contestantscontestant especially your correspon-
dent as mormons as a rule are objects
of curiocuriosityeity in this country

the church house was filled to over-
flowing abe aisles were full audand many
standing with their noses flattened
against the windows looking in from
the outside there was scarcely room
for the participants

we each0 oh selected a moderator and
the modramoderatorstors selected a third mauman to
act as chairman we were each al-
lowed four hours and twenty minutes
in which to defend and plead our
cause making the time of debate eight
hours and forty i minutes which was
divided up into four meetings tae
congregation was almost exclusively

hence our sympathizers
to begin with were very limited in
number but after the first aeeti g
it was very evident that the tide
had olischangedliged much of the preju-
dice which existed atatthethe beginning
had now vanished away we contin-
ued to gain ground during the re-
mainder ofef the contest and at the close
of the debate we could easily carry the
vote the sentiment of the great
majority of the people was a victory
for mormonismMormontsm and a stunner fur
Campbel liem s to say lethe least it was
a big boom torfor mormonism and no
doubt much good will eventually be the
result we take not the honor unto
ourselves but we made it a matter 0ot
prayer audand fasting and realized the
blessings of the lord in our defense of

truth it was in comparison another
battle of david and goliath my
opponent boasted of hisbis eighteen years
experience in the ministry and of the
laurels hebe had won for himself lu
other debates but god is able to take
the weak things of the worlds and

confound the wisewisest and refute error
against great odds

after the close of the debate con
granulations came in thick and fast
next morning we were called
upon to gals to the sunday

I1

school after which we were invited
to hold services in the afterafternoon also
at night next morning we were
cordially invited to attend the burrit
college and upon arriving at the
college we found to our great surprise
thattiethat the students had petitioned the
president of the college to let us
to the school which waswaa readily
granted and accordingly we occu-
pied about an hour or their most
valuable time and were treated with
the greatest courtesy by both pro-
fessors and students after our visit
at the college we were kindly requested
to hold a meeting at nia litin the M E
chapel the people insisted upon our
holding meeting once a month in the
future and as much oftener as we felt
disposed

we had a most enjoyable time
during our visit at spencer and it is
neetneedlessiless to say that we are entirely
satisfied with the outcome of the de-
bate I1 venture to say that the im-
pressionspreapres that were left upon the
minds of the people in general
will be lasting we were
treated with the greatest respect
by one and all I1 feel to0o make special
mention of mr J R baldwin our
chairman on of the fairlessfai ruess
otof hisbis decisions and his unlimited
kindkindnessnese also mr mastermasier my op-
ponentsponentese moderator who with hishi
wife treated us with perfect kindness
mr campen the proprietor of the
boarding douse was none the lessjess
kindbind heretofore our emeraelders have
been under the necessity of sitting in
the cold to do their writing but nowlow
we have many pressing invitations to
come and make ourselves at home
whenever we are in town toe seeds
thab have been sown will no doubt
takelake root and bring fruit in due time

the work throughout this conference
is progressing nicely we navehave an
earnest set of workers and all feel
encouraged in their laborelabor many
people are seemingly converconvertedteJ to the
truth but there is an insurmountable
obstaclesobstacle vizvil can stand persecu-
tion and have our name casi out aa
evil ax yours

W W BEANBEAM

FROM AN octogenarian

LEEDS washington co utah
march 18 1894

I1 consider myself invited to give a
sketch of what took place in my time
and travels with the church of jesus
christ of latter day sainte I1 will
commence with my father although
hebe never heard the gospel preached by
the latter day saints heas advocated it
and could not join anya ly of the sectsbeets of

his day my father cornelius pullerfuller
was born september 14 1770 in col-
umbia county new york he mar-
ried zilzilphapha knapp born Jjuneu ue 29 1771
by her he had sixteen children who all
livedjived to marry and have families
my father and my brother peter fuller
were both in the war of 1812 my
father was on the generalgene ralls staff and
held the office of major he moved
west twenty five milesmilea from the hud-
son river to green county right in
thebackwoods where therelwas no land
clear of timber the timber consisted
of hemlock birch maple and beech
this all hadbad to be cleared out of the
way before a crop could be grown it
was then a barren sterile rocky coun

try with lone cold winters and deep
snows theymey generally bad to toed
stock sixaix months the staple articles
of food raised there were rye buck-

i wheat and potapotatoes
I1 was the fourteenth child in thetb

family andaad waswaa born jih windhamwind ham
green county nowNew york june
married harriet loomis of the same
place december 1831 1I made a
start in life on the farmfaim the chief
articles that would bring money then
were hemlock bark and lumber I1 be-
lieve that not one in twenty of our
utah boys would dare to tackle one of
these large trees for the bark it would
take four trees to make one cord ot
barkbarb and then it had to be hahauledtiled out
of the woods so as to get at it with a
wagon and then be hauled twelve
miles to get 5 a cord the lumber
atterafter cutting the logslogo hauling them to
the saw mill and giving one halthalf for
sawing and haulingbattling the other half
twenty miles would bring 5 per thou-
sand

I1 was baptized in may 1842 1I went
miles to the city of nownew york to

gotget an elder to come and baptize
there were livefive in the place ready to
join the church elder moses martin
came and baptized us all I1 was or-
dained an elder and appointed to pre-
side over the branch then came the
outside pressure of persecution the
baptistsbaptiste presbyteriansrians and methodists
were allail arrayed against us the
methodists were the worst persecutoryperseoutora

the year that joseph the prophet
hadbad hishia name on the lmlist to run for
president I1 lectured in hisbis behalf
the leading politicians in that part of
country said his views on government
showed him to be a powerful man
when we heardboard of his and haium
assassination the saints mourned asaa
though they could not be comforted

I1 sold out and in september 1844
started with my family to nauvoo aud
arrived mere in october I1 have been
with the church from that day to this
there was a good deal of suffering and
privation in nauvoo the year before
we left such as I1Ihahave not howertopower to
describe my wife died july 27 1845
in Naufauvornauvovor aged 31 years harriet
francis pullerfuller my daudaughterghEer died
auguest 9 1845 aged 9 months wil
liam henry fuller my sonSOB died
september 22 1845 aged 12 years
mrymary lovin fuller my daughter
died october 7 1845 aged 7 years and
7 months when I1 left nauvoo I1
buried them all in one grave

president brigham young called a
meeting of all the members odtheof the
church in the nauvoo temple and we
mauemaae covenants to use our means and
do all in our power to help move the
peopeoplepletoto the far west but not know-
ing where we would locate the peo-
ple commenced in earnest for the move
in building wagons gathering cattle
to haul thelandthe mand providing provisions
the main body of wetoe church left in
april and may and traveled in small
companies while they were moving
came the requisition from the govern-
ment for men for the mexican war-
i was asked to go and said I1 did not
teel much likeliae itif as I1 had served seven
years I1 had a commission as captain
I1 told brother kimball however to
put my name down and I1 would go

later hebe said if I1 would let one of my
drivers go he would go the driverdriverev
name was edwin walker he could


