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tueTHEilig1113 PROSPECTS IN mississippi

tilethe movements of both the federals and
confederates toin mississippi and the concen-
tration of powerful armies there plainly indi-
cate that a mighty struggle is to be made for
luetue dieningopening of themississippi river and

poi of that part of the country by the
cescea of the former while the
seenseem equally determined that their dominion

that state shall not be taken away by
1 yankee invaders the probabilities are

from the signs of ihathe times aniand the
which have of late been made in

that direction the state of mississippi will
be one of the principal theatrestheartresthe atres ofct the war for
a time to come and that much blood will be
shedabed within its borders before thetile undisputed
occupancy will be determined

after the failure of the fecFeLfederalleialteral attack on
vicksburg last summer and the abandonment
90q tle grandgrana echemescheme for making that strongly
fortified city an inland town by turninga the
river out of its natural channel by a canal
there yas apparently but little done towards
puttingpatting down the rebellion along the father
of waters72 between aieatememphis and batondaton
nouronrougege byy the forces otof the government and
the troops senttent thither to war torfor the preser-
vation of the union have with little excep-

tiontion remained inactive ance the evacuate on of
arntcorinth bvbj th s confederates and its occupation

a protracted
eelesele it is true that a few conflicts have trans-
pired the most important of which was the
battlebattie of corinth in october last none of
thethem however of a decisive character nor
taudinobeudin to the settlement of the question as to
xvwhetheretheretker the fedeYedefederalsralsrais or confederates should
birbear rule in the northern tier of counties in
that slatestate

within the last two months gen Ggantganiant in
command in that region has made some little
demonstration and caused the confederates
under gen braag to fall back slowly destroy

pinIID
Mallealiee roads behind ththeintheiaernandermandand laying so many

0 the way of the advancingt federal
columnsjunins that it was impossible for the union
army to force the enemy to accept battlejrbatt leor to
drive themthelo floathefromirom the land althoughaUhough general
grantsgranta army is said to have been by fartar the
moat numerous and much better supplied
with arms provisions and munitions3 of0 wanwarar
thanihan that of the confederate who are depre
I1
brnbenbeatoveato be much in want oftyr the meansmearis of
baeid and defense and in a state of
greatpreatgreat demoralization

having under such circumstances com-
pelled the enemy to fall back from holly
springs which was immediately thereafter
occupied by General gran he foto lowedloudd up he
advantages thus ga ned as fast as the state
nitienitle roaloaroadsasandand other circumstances would
favor but cofar as known no great head-
way

I1

was made alipit the retiring conrede 1

aieatezipjig ons who fell backbunback butbui slowly before
jhb overwhelming force ol01 the yankeesYankeea
while werethus progressingb about two
weela the precise ti stated a de

of thehe enemy aaas herperper report man-
aged0 togaboget in the rear of the main b dy ol01

thetheTehedefederalceralaeral army midemidam ideids an attack upon and
capturedc holly spring and destrodestroyedyed a large
amount propertyotof includingincincludinglading all thathe govern
nent stores oneore hundred thousand dollars
worthomvorwor cotton and fieflyarty

cars the depots machine shops and every-
thing

ev ery
which could amany way inba used by the

army for the prosecution otor thithe war the
to have been about eight

hundred were paroled and ahterafter completing
the destruction of everything they desired
wh ch was a vryvery short tldetide
the confederates decamped leaving the place
td be by the Fedefederalsralo which they
1 ostoat no time in doindoing arterafter the enemy had left
totp escape the which wouldmould other

at nef

wise bavehaveh been meted out to them the oc-
currence wwaswabas not considered creditable to
gen grant who suffered the enemy to get in
bishis rear destroy hisbis supplies and then escape
with impunity and to lidelije the disgrace an
official announcement waswaa made denying that
the enemy had attacked holly springs and de-
stroyed the public property stored there and
stating that the report that sucheuch an event hadbad
transpired was foundation in
truth

subsequent statements however confirmedconconfHrmelirmel
thefhe girstfirstt report of the affair and represented it
as having been more disastrous than at first
set forth 0 her movements of the enemy
baiebate been reported but nothing very definite
has been stated concerningconc enIngt ilhhmm it ap-
pears however that gen grant had at latest
tatesates falenfalan back afybenlni the tallahatchie

and was acting on the defensive
gen Shermanto appears the com-

mand 0of ibbh mississippi expedition organized
1 torfor the capture of vicksburg has been in
trusted left helena on sunday the ulill
with fifty thousand men as reprap resentedebenesen tedteJ with
one hundred and fouteenfou teen transports aid seven
gunboatsgun boats admiral porter was in command
of the fleet subsequent reports represent
that on arriving0 at the mouth of the yazoo
the fleet went up that stream some distance
and landed the troops whichthich marched to the
rear of vicksburg where some fighting had
taken place resulting favorably tot0 o the fede
ral arms while up he yazoo the gunboat
benton encountered a confederate battery
and in the confect which ensued the benton
was struck by sixteen dailscalls three of which
penetrated her iron plating crippling the
boat badly and killingkillin g aal wounding several

1 of the crew
shoshouldid ththee confederates determine to resist

the combined forces of banks and stermanshermansl erman
to the lastextremityextremity the capture of vicks-
burgb willwiilllii nott be accomplished without17 great i

loss of life the defences oeof the city are
said to be very formidable but the number of
troops etasta toned there I1iss report 1 at only
about ten thousand

WAR MOVEMENTS IN TENNESSEE

the confederates up to latest dates were
according to reports committing depredations
in westewesternrn tennessee particularly alonaionalong the
mississippi river where they seem to be ininy

considerable forforcece on the night of sunday
dicdie a large guerrilla force under col
henderson is reported to have made a raid
into memphis causing consid rae excite-
ment the next evening a meeting of citizens
was held to devise mansmangm ans of defense such
was the strength of the confederate forces
and the threatening attitude of affairs in the
vicinity of island no 10 that gen davidavis
commandingt at Cocloumbusumbus sent borersor erbera to the
officercloser in command oeof the fortifications onan
the islandinland to spike the cannon destroy the
ammunition and stores and evacuateevicuate the
place the order was notewt obeyed and a sec-
ond order was sent by an officer belonging to
gen navDAV IS staffstait shonabo was specially charged
to see that it waswaa carried out to the letter
sixty nine cannon were accordingly sp ked
ten thithousandusand rounds cfof ammunition thrown
into the river and the post evacuated new
madrid on the missouri side was also
evacuated by the federal troops stationed
terethere these movements cawedcarcan ed much ex-
citementCLcit emenement and were deemed most extrasextraordi-
nary

adi
1

and unnecessary by the officers and mermet
garrisoning the fort who are said to have

against the execution of the or-
der

toetue confederates whoulio haeWe been operating
in western tennessee are commandeddedjed by gen
forest and their invainvasionsiaa of that part of the
state is said to have been bitequite m elomeeloma to
most of the people who entertained the troops
hospitably and furnished them with horses
clothing provisions and whatever was nec-
essary for cleir comfort and subalsubsistencels tence and
for the accodaccomplishmentlish mentnent of their designs not-
withstandingwithstanding0 the orders that hadbad beenbeed previ-
ously issued all traffic with ththi
enemy

oi the of december gen Rose erans
with the entire federal force stationed a
nashville consisting as r partedported of forty
five thousand effective men with one hundred
pieces of artillery marched from thattalat place
torforor murfreesboro where tilethe enemy hadhae
assembled in great forcaforce with detachment

nd divisionsdiviinions thrown forward to within ishort distance of nashville Skirmishskirmishinginelne
with thathe enemy commercommetco iced soonscon ater thuthith

federal brootroopsps were in motion and was kept
up as reported during the day the federal
army marched by several difdlfdifferentlerent routes
and each encountered the enemas advance
corps and drove them back towartowardsdo M
borobore during the day in the course of which
the federal army marched kwelty ty miles
various movements and skirmish ings are rre-
ported to have transpired during saturday
sunday monday and tuesday the confed-
erate as it ell as therederae generals maneumaheumaneuver-
ing

er
snan agas to fight each other as advantageous-

ly agas possible and on wednesday dec
a great battle was or ratherlather coincom
deucedmeu ceil as it hadbad not ended at the date of the
last report from the battit field which1I was on
stone river a shortabort distarcedistance from murtress

j borobore in the first stages of the sightfight the ene
my seems to have gained some advantadvantageage but
afterward the tide of battle is represented to
have been in favor of the federal arms

the particulars of the sanguinary conconflictfilet
so far as made known are not very explicit
moreafore of the details of the battle will of
course be received in a few days it was
unquestionablyone cfof the fiercest engagements
which hasliaa as yet been fought in the fra-
tricidalidal war

1 THE WAR IN KENTUCKY

the operation 3 of the guerrillasglergierrUas in ken-
tucky under the leadership of gen john
morgan during the last few weeks havehare been
very extensiveexten sivel and several fightsfi havebare taketakenn
place between them and detachmenta of the
federal army in that state with they
have come in contact resulting oftener than
otherwiseother wie in their favor but in a few instan-
ces particularly of late they have be e ad-
ly worsted aaqilankiid hid to do some fast riding
to escape capture the amount of damage
they havelave done toral roads bridges etc has
been immenseimmerse and thehe people in those sec
lionseions of country which have been the scenes
of0 their operations hive been heavily tithed
as the bandits took whatever they needed
wherever found the tender merlmerrmertiesJes ofof
that class of combatants aearea e decidedlydecil edly

cruel but they are not more barbarous in
carrying out theirohpir molemoje of warfare than
are some of reputed aaas regular soldiers
inin both the confederate and federal armies
if the reports of atrocities c n bantly being
committed by them be truefruerue of which consi
ering the nature of the war there can be lit-
tle if anyans doubt

thefhethe en my have appeared in ponconsider it iele
force in the vicinity of columbua and be
tween the and of december that
place was in danger and fears were enter-
tained that the enemy would make an attack
before the reinforcements ordered hitherhillier
could possiblypospoasibly at rivorive

the latest intelligence from coincoln inbur rep
re enta that the enemy was still in that vici-
nity in force but it was believed that a suf-
ficient number of0 troops had been collected
there to defend the place against any attack
they would be able to make unionUnton city badhad
been burned by thathel confederate and de
itruction without measmeatlureturee hadhadi been visited by
them to whatever came in theirthein way which
might be of service to the yankees iain the
further proseprosecutiontion aof

marMAimaiseesWewe havehaye hadbad no trail fremfromfrim the
eastern states for sixbixsi days it was reported
passing weber yesterday forenoon an I1 mamay
he be bookol for at the post oage herebare
histhia morningmoruing

A telegram yesterday from atchisonAtchi bonaon rerei 1

ported heavy snowssnowa thisthia side of denver
rhefhe stages have now commenced on their
winter Echescheduleduleduie timelime wh ch accodaccountsiants for a
part ozitheodthe last delay the west-
ern stastaestagee has n itt varied more than three
hours in thathe time ofot its arrival for the last
liightht month

ARRIVALS L aut colcoi evans 0of the ad
avalry califi ania volunteers arrived here

onn fridayrr iday ilehe assumes comiacommandand of that
eglregimentegimeniment at campcaucan p douglas

on thursday capt george callaeWal lae orof
he U S volunteersVounmoun from san francisco
arrived here to assume the duties of Q larter
mastermasser heile is accompanied by mrair badger
n the capacity of secretary

mr wright of the virginia territorialT
enterenterpriseprise arrivedarr ved on saturday anand4 stays
jveiverr a few days before going further east

mr lockhart indian agent for nevada
passa through here onan new euaeug day en

cpr I1va ahip oatont

LECTURE ON THE ARTOFartorARTarc OPOF comp-
osition

thothe foilfollowingowing interesting and instructive
lecture ouon the art of comp was de-
livered in the seventies council ilalhal by mr
edward IV on tuesday eveniavenirevenicecghiibil
dec 16 it should be read by all ouroar duagoung
mennetnei who desire to improve themselves in ihlathis
important accomplishment

literature and disco arse constitute an art
based on the riciscienceence and capabilities of aoan
gnageguage their rank in the scale of general
artrt is not lov nor is their usefulness of trifl-
ing consequence indeed they belonbelong to art
ofor the highest importance and f rmrin tthelielle most
beautiful ornament of civilized man and
when we consider that through the medium
of discourse and writing the associations of
our race have grownbrown from thetha dwarfish nature
of a rude barbaric state to thehe gigantic char-
acter of highlyE civiliacivilizedA sogaoi etyely loenoneioe will
hesitatebesitate to grant their
not only are they the vehicles of thought
through which minds commune and mankind
associate notdot merely are they aids in mental
development and the enlargement of humin

I1 knowledge but abey are the means th ough
I1 which arearc carried on the business and usefuseful-
ness

ua
I1 ne of life moreover through their instru-
mentalitymentality the history and progress of the hu-
man race are transmittedtransmit tdd to posterity but
destitute of these acquirement language
itself could not flourish ideaslueas and t ought
would find no form to clothe themselvesthemythemielveyelvei
bentsent anent and worth notie translation into
word and passion and feeling no expression
beyond th t of the brute creation in fact
discourse and writing as arts and langualanguagee
as a eclencp stand p e eminent andarid are ttue

i
tle

means by which the whole circle of science
and art are perfected

the art of composition grows out of dis-
course aldardald writing and is daserbased on the cap-
abilities of language it follows la guage in
the development of her lawi and traces her
methods in the applice tionmon of them it weaves
for thought a fitting clothing imitates na ureere
in creating fo ms for the idea a of maginmazin i
tion models the works iflf god as types for
the conceptions of min and copies the ex-
pressionspres of thehe physical universe to glgiee 1to
tilethe paspassiI1 ns and feelingfeelingsa of thesthe soulsoui a ttonguealue
with which to speak even to the subtlesttestlest
metalmetaimetaphysicsbysick of mind it presents tangible
t hpehape to the gigantic understanding it brings
a substance to grasp the visible it employemploys
to tra slate the invisible aid to those fine

i realities of a b Pahergherher life which to the coarser
sense seems as al ll11 it govesroves a
local habitationhabitatin and a nahnename in shortshore itt
aims to use the infinite cap bilibill lesiea of li11
guage and thought to grapgrasp the immenimmensitysiti a
of creation and to express all that can be
said concerning it effectively in whitinwriting and
discourse

it may be observed tintthat thousands speaksneak
and write with considerable cal ct whowild are
unacquainted withalth composition as an ait
indeed there are many who ataoalao treat the art
itself aaas unworthy the attention of a cr nican
sense mind and especially repugnant to in

such a one might say I1 speak
with propriety and write with feffect yet
have never studied composition the answer i

could be gigliengleenen ifit you can speak withwilh pro-
priety and write with effect then although
you neverhever did study the arapart you have acquitacquittedacquiteded
it by practiceItce A man with cr

talent an excelleexcelexcellentlehtn judgmentt a refined taste
and much practiceet will imperceptibly observe
the laws of be art follow in the paths bich
it points out and reach the endsenda torfor which it
aims hence the effectiveness in writing0and discourse of menthomen who hive never givealve i
to composition a special study As much
may almoalso be said of the art of in isic blany
cancall sing mot eoeloquentquent music with exquisite
taste who know nothing oroe the ascience of
harmony nor eeneven the stabslab libedhed system of
notanotationtiontiou yet nature bas endowed some of
them with v ices of the richest quality ac-
companiedcompa nied wita a fine ear and the geniusgeneua ofot
music largely developed in their souls henchene i
their powerrowerpowenower to charm with sweet sounds it
cancart farther be said that thellethelie are many fine
vocalists and instrumentalists who cannot
compose I1 even upon the simplest models of
latmnmusicalt scienceerce the reason of this is be
caucancausese singing andarid playing belong to execution
while composition beloibelongsgsms to theory in the
former tstsethee milliomillionsnii join in the latter onlyy the I1

units stand hence nearnearlylearlyy veryevery one withith
ordinary endowments can either ingsing or play
0on an instrument while there are but few
c of masiccusic and stat 11 fewer who can
enter behe highest branches of harmony i

like as it is in sinsinginging and playing on in- t
so also is it in writing and dis

course here however touching the art ot0
cocompo siti n we find the reverse of the fact
j noticed in music while but fewfw afeare
capablea ble of musical compos tionllon in writingcalcas
Mind aspeaspeakingking in somesone sense allalt may be saidbaid
to be composers ahe reason of tuistilis is be-
cause the associations of men as already
thed are carried t n throughI1 the medium of

writing and speaking without possessing a
knowledge of the art of compesi

ioblobionon men acquire tilethe habit of arranging their
thoughts andarid ideas in language and the
power withmith others in speech
undandind writing moreover some who have
never more than a general know-
ledge of grammar havebave studied the art of
comcompositionpositionioniod and are far advance d both in its
theory and practice indeed there are menmerk
whose creative minds are more adapted to takth

of of bliem


