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ELDER'S HYMN.

- mpbell”white exploring South
[Composed by Robt LiE;\ » ] P ns_.
O come, come away, from home and friends recedings
From Zion’s light, our heart’s delight—0 come, come
away; 5

The gospel trump we're called to blow,

That th* meek and bumble all may kuow,
That God's with man below. © come, come away.

O come to the world, where darkness is prevailing,
Where all Is strife—contentions rife—0O come, come
away,
And tell the news that God to man
Has sent the ancient gospel plan,
That sainds all may be one. O come, come away.,

O come, coma awny. The harvest now i3 ripening.
And men do fear that spmething’s near. O comey come
AWAY.
Perplexity does fill the hearts
The signs appearing wise men starts
Up elders! light impart. 0 come, come away. '

O come, come away, where pestilence s stalking

Abroad the land, by Heaven’s command- Q come, come

-

away. \
IMow pleasant *tis for to proclaim
Dellverance as sent again,

To which God’s pledg’d his name.

0 come, COme away.

O yes; let me go, mankind for to be saving,
From war and dealh, plagues and distress—0O come,
come away.
Behold how Alma hath porirayed
The blessings which our God hath lald
On those who %ion ald, in this latter day.

O yes, 1 will goy for God my hearl®s inspiring
His word to preach—the truth to teach., 0 come, tome
away.
I love the truths of heaven to tell,
And on God*s kindness sweetly dwell,
When grace my heart does fill. O come, come awnay,
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DISCOURSE

CONTRASTING THE DISADVANTAGES
WHICH NOAH LABORED WITH THE ADVAN-
TAGES OF THE LATTER DAY SAINTS, ET(., BY
ELDER ORSON PRATT, BOWERY, P. M. OF
APRIL 6, 1856,

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

——.

Ifeel very grateful to my heavenly Father,and
to his servants, that I bave the privilege of nising
this afternoon for the purpose of speaking a short
tizie to the assembly ll:u! is before me. Whetlier
I may be able to make those in the outskirts of
this vast congregation, hear my views, so as to
distin_uish and understand what I may say, will
be better known after Iget through.

When I seldom speak before a public congre-
gation, I find that my voice, in some small de-
gree fails me, but as I bezin to exercise my lungs
and preach some 3, 6, or 8,times a week, I find
my voice sufficiently strong, to make a very large
congrégation hear. It is certainly a source of
great joy to me. to see such a vast assemblage of
peopie called Latter Day Saints. There are,
periiaps, as many assembled on this occasion, as
evcr have been assemnbled, at any one iime, since
the orgauization of this Church; lock buck upon
the history of the past, since the rise of the Chureh
of Chiist, and contemplate the various sceneries
through which we have been called to passs it is
rejoicing to the mind of the humble servant ¢
God, 1o think that the Lord bas sustained us by

his mereiful hand, by his outs!retched arm and by
bis kind providence, and has bestowed upon usso
great and choice blessings.

How very diflerent we must feel f:om many
who held the priesthood in ancient times; for in-
stance, in the deys of Noaty how very d ferent
we mist feel compared with what that patriareh
felt.  When he looked upon the small assembly
of believers converted through h's instrumentality
and that of his sons, his soul must, have been sor-
rowlul. because of the world. (E!der Pratthere
blessed the sacreme-tal bread) How very differ-
ent, as | was observing, those holding the priest-
hiod urder the present dispensation, must feel
compared with those who Leld the priesthood in
aicient times. 1f Noah had not been nerved up
by the Spirit of the living God, and armed with
power from on high, he must have been discour-
aged under the diffienlties that surrounded him.
Called upon to publish repentance to the venera-
tion in which he lived, in eannection withhis 3
gons; callel npon to proclzim the downfall and
destruction of all the nations of the earth, if they
would not listen 10 his- heavenly messaz/; ea'led
upon to put works with his faith and prepare an
ark of safey for the salvation of those who wonld
listen to his voice, he labored and toiled fora
lnng_pr-m?d;,and beholdinz the hirarts of the gen-
eralion o whom he preached, perfeetly sealed nn
aainst the truth of heaven, he no donbt sorrowed
over their wickedness and Bminationss and un-
less he had been sustained by an almighty power,
he mus! have been overcome with the disconrage-
ments and diffieulties which he had to encounters
but the great God, who accomplishes his purj o-
ses by few or by many as seemeth him good, sus-
tained him. strengthened him, gave unto him HOW-
er from on high, and inspired him to peiform the
work assigred to him and to save himse!? with
hiz own hounsehold.

How very different is the case with us at the
present period, Althongh in one respect, we have
reason fo mourn and lament, when we gee hund-
reds of millions of the inhabitants of the earth.
mrhing down into the vortex of ruin in their wick-
edness. When we behold this, it is caleulate)
fn.mve sorrow to the heart, In"hnﬂrh#r respec’
i@ the s ‘m= as it was in the days of Noahs ! u’
A f w. eom artively speaking. among the hund-
reds of mlions who now dwell upon the earth,

have their hearts open to hear and receive tle

truths of heaven,

*As it was in the davs of Noah so shal it also
he in the days of the coming of the son of man.”
There are but a few who heed the warning veice
of ihe Lulier Day S.ints, but ye!, tha! fiw ave

=

caleulated to uphold and sustain eech other in_
the midstof the wickedness with which thev are

heart and ene mind, the more can be accomplished
inthe name of the Lord. Tiere are some things
that cannot be performed, althongh we bad the
power of working great and mighty miracles; in-
deed, the great God himself who has power to
control the héavens over our heads, and the earth

UXDER |

upon which we stand: has not the power to do
that which would be naturally impossible, or in
opposi‘im fo the great necessary and fundamen-
tal truths of natuie which are eternally unaltera-
' blr, and cannot be otherwise than they are; for
instance; he has not power 1o be personally pres-
ent among all the nations of he earth at the same
instant of timej consequently he needs agents to
assist him in carrying “out his purposes and his
works, where he cannol be present himsell per-
sonally. So it is in regard to these who have
faith in Godj though they may be ableto say to
yohider mountain, be thon cast down and become
a level plain and it should obey them; though they
might have powerto say {o the Salt Lake be thou
dried up and it should obey thems one thing they
cou'd not have power fo accomplish, and that is,

' for each to be on a mission at the sgame nstant of
{ime in Enrope, Asia, Australia, in the Pacific
Islands and among the varicus tribez of I.aman.
ites that are scatfered ove: this vast conti-
nent.. '
These are the things that each ore alone eonld
‘ot deg hence the more there =je epgaged of the
saints of the living God, having the same faith,
beund together by the same great principles of
righteonsness, being of one heart and ofione mind,
the greater will be the works which can be ae-
complished in the earth; because such a ypeople
- can soread forth on the right hand and en the left,
a*d can preelaim to millions and milliens «f peo-
ple, the glorions tidings of salvation at the same
instant of time; while one man alone though he
have power to work mighty miracles, could only
proclaim them toa few. 'In this respee’, then,
we are blest and we rejoice, Again,s we rejoice
‘in another respests the Lond our God has clothed
his servants with power fo bring the honest in
heeit together from the various nations and kine-
doms of the earth, so that their strergth m'ght he
collected in one,in order that their union #hd pow-
er might be greater, for the accomplisliment of
that whieh eould not be acenmp'ished in a scat-
{ered condition. In this respect, then, we are

| favored, as well as being fPavored with the privi- |

lege of spreading out our missiona:jes to the four
quarters of the globe. | |

by a concentration of saints, in one Territor
that eould not be accomplished by them while
scattered here and there? Iwill answer you, If
we were scatfered forth, only among the people

and kingdoms of the earth, we could not organize
u selves, so as to be governed by our own laws;
but by aconcentration of the saints from the dis-
| tant nations of the earth into one Terrilory their
jnumbers give them power which they never could

they can appeal with faith and confidence and
with a degree of assurance to the parent govern-
ment of the United States, and say, give us a free
and independent S'ate.  Without sufficient num-
bers, it would be useless to ask for admission.
Hence, in the concentration of numbers, we are
blest, as well as having power to preach to mil-
I'ons in all parts of the earth at the same time,

In what respect wounld it be a favor and a priy-
ilege for the inhabitauts cf this Territory, com-
posed mostly of Latter Day Saints, to be organ-
iz dinto a free and independant State of this great
republic?  Among the many privileges resulting
from a sta'e government, I will men‘ion one. name-
Iv, we should then have the privileze, according
to the great principles contained in the Constifoe
tion of our equntry, of eleeting” our own officers.
The people would have the privilege of selectin
those whom they desired, insfead of being ruled
over by those whom they desired not. Would
not this be a favor? It certainly weuld,

We shou'd have the constitutional privileges,
as a free, sovereign, and independent State, which
are enjoved by all other States of this Union; in
other words, we should more fully’ be made par-
takers of the blessings which our Lord promised
tn ns, more than twenty five vears ago, which I
will repeat from the Doctrine and Covenants,
see. 62, parag aph 2: —

It shall come to pass that they {my servants)
shall o forth info the regions tound about, and
preach repentance unto the people; and many
shall be converted, insomuch that ye shall obtain

wer {o- organize yourselves, according to the
laws of mar j that your enemies may nof have
Ff-war over you, that you ma

hinge; that you may be enabled to keep my laws,
that every band may be broken wherewith the
e emy seeketh to desiroy my people.” In other
words, that yon may not be tyranized over by
unrighteous goveinors, judges, aud officers, that
you have nd voice in electing or appointing who
wmay. according to their own will, trample upon
your rights as American ¢itizens. '

The prophecy which I have qnoted has been
fu'iilled in part, inde~d it has been fulfilled to a
, very great exfen!, True, we are not a free and
Cindependent State; but we are organized accord-
|ing 1o the laws of mar; we have the privilege of
-moking laws, not for one little village, or 1o

govern ene little city, or only a fow miles square,
but. we have already the privilege of making
laws, the mfluence of which exterd over many
villages, cifies, valleys, settlements. and counties.

All this has come fo pass in fulfillment of {Le
prediction, nttered more than a quarter of a cen-
tarv ago, when the chureh was not a year old,
an ! very few in numbers. Have we not reason
1o rejnice in the high and i: estimable blessinzs,

al'ealy reeeived in fulfillment of the-word of the
rI'.i:tl'dl, especially when compared with the few
prnr;. eqes enjoyed by all the other na'ions of the
ear h?

Where can you find a perple, or nation, that
scarcely begin to have the liberty and privileges

=

surronnded. The more there are, united with one
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which the Latter Day Saints eijov here in these | excite the distant nations of the earth, and eun @
mountaine? “They cannot be found. What many of them to come from afur to worship ia

" N

:

But it may be asked, what can be aecomplished
y | dwell, for there is no salety abroad for us.

of the United Snates, instead of over the nations

gain in a scattered condition, By theirnumbers, |

7 | blessings of the celes!ial kingdom, are to bhe

{' be preserved in all
el

wretchedness, tyranny, oppression, and every Ilis bouse upon the tops of the mouutsins!
‘other evil that can be 1 are already falling | ‘The fuith of the ancients was exercised to
upon the nations of the earth! Pestilence, plague, | bring about this event—the ushering in of the
the want of confidence in officers, rulers, gov- Nlatter day work. They not ouly exercised faith
ernors, Kings, and emperors, 18 every where  to seccomplish and bring about the parposes that
manifest; and, in fact, there is, at the present  pertuined to their own duy; they not ouly exer-
ime, scarcely any confidence be!ween man and | cised faith to preach glud tidings of salvation to
mqn, business men have lost corfidence in their | the generation in which they lived, but their fuith
neighbors with whom they transact busi- | reached down to the latter day as the duy of rest.
ness; and why? Because of fraud and bank- | Through a long period of darkuess of many Toii=
ruptcy. In a moment, when a1l is supposed 'to | erations which were to intervene between their
be favorable, when 1t

bandling their millinig believed that debtors are day and the Tatter time, they saw that dey of rc-

ns, a sudden rumor breaks |

_ _ . | demption wheu they should reign most gloriously
 upon the unbappy creditor, like the voaring thun- | on mount Zion with immortal bedies.
 der of heaven, proclaiming that their debtors |

have become bankrupt. Confilence is gone, it
has taken the wings of the morning and flowh |
away from the nations, a1l found a resting-place
within these peaceful yvales,

T3 . -
Will confidence agdin be restored, while the

They felt interested, then, in the sceneries that
were 1o come fo pass in the latter days; they felt
interested iu the glories that'were to open upon
the world, when their children should be made
partukers of all that their fathers desired o0 uc-
complish and bring to pass in their own day, that

wicked rule? No: it will grow weaker and | bl Pt T foded ok oy
weaker. Officers will not have coufilence i"s:i:;;duea};. gt ﬁf'? PLIGRG. phignceniise o1

f‘ . : . | v ik >
 one anoliie:; the people will nat have confilence | It we had to depend upon our own faith slone,

(i their rulers; and rulers will not have corfidence | : :
- ' | ilaE 1o bring about this latter duy weork, it wounld L
|Jo the people. -Why? Beecan-e rulers have : T ; s

e, ' rather discouraging. The powers of durkuness
oppressed the PE”I‘I’i they have 1”_"“1"'194 upon i are so strong thut our weak haumnan natures might
their right:; they have governed with pathiality | b overeome were it not for other powers th t
and unjustly; consequently, they know that the | pova great ivfluence to sid and ageist us. There

P“-“Il"tlf:_ i they had the power, :*W“m revolution- | are eyvil iufluences that are ewver. ready to throw
-TE llmr govegnments and ove: tow their potwer; | iuiquily in our puth, and uuless we were assisted
t lelre”clrre, they have ro coufidence in the people, by beings more powerful than we are, we should
and the people have no coufilence in -them, | most certaiply fail to accomplish the wonk os-
neither in one another, signed to us |

Merchants and the great men of 1] e earth have C '
; onsider all these thiugs, Lutter Doy Suinte,
‘bt hitle confidence in each othery hence, th 3 and be filled with joy and give ilh:“kg "to ”,},,,t

business frans:etions are continnally Being broken '
E 2 < : " | Being who has thus gathered and estublished yen
up.  ‘Many beécome bankrupt with m Hiors in hiere in these pescelul valleys. You suy it is a

y : Vg N | _ )
ngigrlgfgi{.tS: whieh is caleulated fo L‘I.E:-ll'ﬂj rl]gng cuuutr}', that il is difficult here 1o procure a

What is to be dore? 1 1will #ell you what will | Hivelihood; but let me say, that many of you have

. hto try it
be'dane. Th* dav isiflear. sysn. &t owr dodre. | ox been here long enough y
1 - B L] -.’.: -‘: ¥ I- L
when the wise and thoughiful smone the great Let me say to this congregation, that there are
“ g resources yet audeveloped in this Territory—re-

men, rich men, and heavy eapitulists, will look | | :

| ’ > Y capitulisis, W] ree to m | ' t

| 10 these moun'ains'and to the inhat ants of these | s?luptuﬂpll;lm:paur: ;llll};ﬂfnue of ult&a i::‘ll:h?f I;T:L:?;
|

! 4o grpng
Dt For. hots abnmineistiot only for (hemselves: |unite yourselves with one heart aud oue hand ro
come, bringing their riches with them, to secure | T2 1Y out the purposes and plans thut : ']"-‘ d*"'ilg* d
their own safely, for there will be no sefely but | DY the Presidency of this church, %‘?l WRESA PIRD,
among the psople of Gods and they will say. be- | iet them devlsq,__pnd lay out belofe this pou.ple: the
 hold they are united, they are sfrong, they are at | grent work that has to be perlormed in this Ter-
| L\ﬁace, they ean be depended npon, they are not | ritory. I do not méan that ;.he:y Eh?'}[l tell you
ankrupts, they will not cheat their creditors where you shall go out and plant a hill of pota-

- while they have milbions in their pockets, We | toes, or when you shull pick up a basket u‘f chipe,
| will go up there, aud we will deposit our riches | but I am speaking <f your greater duties, the

| in their midat for : ' 4 the s0 we wil] Impoitant purposes and measures deviscd and
| WA S0T SARgRLYs d Ak o aisoiwerwiil planned by the Presidency of-this church for the

neral good of this people.

If you will be striet to carry out those plavs
and measures, and constandly hearken to all
counsel from the proper source, you will become
the richest of all people upon this efirth. Why?
Is it becau-e this eountry is so w.uch bet'er than
any other? No; but becanse the people are bet-
ter caleulated to develop the riches of the count y
than any other people upon the earth; and even
if the rescurces were not half so great, the pec-
ple here, if they abide connsel, eun uuitedly tu n
everything to the best advantage, and thus fir
surpass other countries of much greater fuciliti. s
in other respects. [Blesstd the sacramentul cup.

Wlho are there under the sound of my volce
that doubt the divine autheunticily of the gre: t
work in which they hove enlisted? Who ure there
thut doubt the divine suthenticity of the pricst-
hood organized in this church and kingdem? Are
are alweys to be in ignorance, in regard fo the there any that doubt the divive authenticity of ti e
greatness, dighity, power, anid majesty of the | Book of Mormou? Yon that bave searclied iuto
kingdom of our God? No, brethiren, no; God has | the history of thisehureh; you that have iead tl e
dcereed that Le will exert the very p wers of |sacred, pure and Liesvenly principles, cortainid
heaven in this last dispensation fo give his saints | in the Book of Mormon, and in the Bock of
pwer, dominion, and rule in the earth. Doetriuve and Covenants; you thut Lave heard

If all our ancient fathers who died in faith, | the saercd principles procluimed from S:bbitl to
holding the power of the priesthood and the |Sibbath by the moutls of the servants of Gud
holding the vutlority of heaven, the living pries -
hood in your mi'st; you that have seen the

ower of the Alm ghty working with av invisil le

and among the nutions of the earth, but very
visible to you in biingivg abent Lis purposes,
establizhing you as a free people, orgenizing ycu
according to the laws of the Luu‘l, break'ng cff
your yokes and enabling you to worship God ne-
cording to the great revelstions aund commanc-
ments that he has given; yeu, that have beeu so
highly blessed, onght never to doubt.

What Latter Day S.inl with all these things
before Liim can be justified and doubt the divine
authenticity of this work? No oune eap. 1 will
tell yon what mukes people doubt; it is when
they full into wickedness; when the devil b gins
to enshroud their minds with a veil of darkuness;
when the devil presents to their eves the great
micrescope that he hes had in existence ever since
the fall of man; when he mognifies the faults of
their peichbors, and enlarges the weaknesses ard
imperfee ions of those holding the priesthood,
then they excleim, **Oh! this esnnot be the l:t-
ter day werk, it is not the work of the Lord, the
prizsthood must be in transgression, they are all
wrong—(Prést. B. Young: That is the devil's
looking gluss.)

Such is the dev1's 'eok’'ng gla-s or microscope
that is czleulated to magnily everybedy’s faults
but the individaul’s looking in it: and when he
wishes him to see | is own, he turns the glass the
other way,so that Liis own faults can scarcely be
seen. You know that when you look throvgh
the big emd of a telescope, or when you look into
a convex mirror you see ohjec!s diminished, and

| Latter D.y Saints, do you thi'k, when yon | 88
hear me relating {hese things, that I am in earn- |
~esl and mean what I say, as a reality? or do you
think that it is merely a wild faney that pacses
t}_ar;m;ah the imngination, like a dream of the
night

Do you suppose that these things are mere
chimeras of the brain, or like castles in the air
that vanish away with their bidding? No: you
know thim to be facls, predicted years ago.

I am declaring toyou realities, as they do and
will exist, end as they will come to pass, as sure
as the Lord God lives, and yules, and reigns in
the heavens. Where can the people look for
confidence and safety, if pot in the kingdow of
God, which is budt up in the last days, and
which, according to the prophefs, shall never be
thrown down, and never perish?

Do you suppose that the nations of the earth

h

engaged, as the powers of heaven, to bring
about and accomplich the purposes of the Lord.
in'fhe la.t days, in the establishment of this
kingdom, we may be sure that their vnited
faith, together with the faith of the saints here
upon the earth, will bring to pass and accomplish
that which cou'!d not be brongl't to pass in any
former dispensafion; for faith is a powerful
prir.eiple, it comes by hearing, it increases by
unior, and it is made stronger by numbers.
Where there are two or three who go to lay
|hands upon the siek, they, if faithful, generally
have more confilence before Ged, than if they
were to administer singly; they prevail more
p-.-fme the Lordsy and hence, the commandment
is that two or {hree lay hands upon 1he sick and
pray cver them, that they may be healed We
are inctpucted to send for two or three elders.
'becange it is supposed that two or three will
recemplish more, than one can by officiating !
s nely.
Again, we are told that where two or thre
are ussombled to war-hip the Lord in the right
and proper way, they have clnim to greater bles-
sings than thie man that bows down to worship
by himself; and why is this? It is because, if
'united and pure in heart, their faith is grenter
' What mighty faith and greatness of power will
he in exerciss, when all the ancient futhers,
' Enoch and all the inhabitants of his city, Abra-
 ham, Isane, Jucob, aud Joseph who was sold into
Egypt, Moses and all the ancient and modern
men of God npon both the eastern and westerr
hemispheres, are met together with one aim and
with one ohjeet in view, to bring about and ac-

complish the great purposes of the latler deys?
Sﬂnatlﬂng will have to move when so great an
smount of faith is wniled before God. No won-
der. then, thut the Lord has said that he ha« put
forth his hand to exert. the powers of heaven to
toll forth this kingdm in the latter day! No
wonder, then, that the Lord, throngh Lis servants,
has predicted that the glory of Zion shonld be-
come grealer and greuter, nutil the nations of
| the earth should fear and tremble because of her.
No wonder, then, that there shonld be power
enough centered amorg the Latter Day Suints to

"

it is just so, when the devil presents your own
fanlts and your own imperfections. It is then,
Latter Day Suints, that you doubt; it is theun that
you +feel miseruble, and it is then that you are
almost ready to apostutize and deny the faith.

Bat when y«u ean get the Lo rd’s microseo
and look into your own conduet instezd. of the
conduct of others,and see your own imperfec-
tions and your own faults and can have a reali-
zing sense of your own follies, of your own un-

worthiness before God, and begin to humble
yourselves and repent and turn away [rom sia,

"



