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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

knows nothing. The dead have no
thoughts; and in pupport of this he
quotes: ‘‘Put not your trust in princes,
nor in the sob of man, in Whom there
i3 no help, His breath goes forth, he
returneth to his earth; in that very day
Ais thoughts perish » Pa 146:3 4. Qau
a man be in heaven or heil alive and
and have zo tboughte??’

Well, we should say not. But let us
pnot jump te uowarranted conclus-

fone. Thinking im the function of
the brain, through which tbe
ppirit ucts, aud when it

ceages to be 1n conjunction with the
spirit thought perishes, i, e., Tune out.
2er is a Iatin root and means through;
feh implies motivn or paesing; hence
when the bedy dies, the thoughts
perlsh or pass out of it. Thererore
‘ithe dead %know nothing—have no
thoughts”—1iu the grave, It takes the
spirit and the body logether to form a
man; the body 18 in tbe grave, but the
apirit in the living, conscious entity,
the intelligence. It ia a part of the
Creator, who is the Father of our
spints, He is eternal, tberefore our
ppirits, belog his offepring, muat be
eternal aleo,

The writer ot the tract goeson to say
that death is simply asle¢p, and quotes
many paesages from the Bible to show
that it was Irequently likened thereto.
s+ A nd Hezekliah slept with his fathers,’?
1s & samjle of them, the others serve
the spme purpsre and, therefore, it is
unotcersary Lo repeat them. Then he
sUmB up in the following worde:

If tbe Saints are dead, tbey are mot
allve. Thbey are in the grave, lhey are
not in beaven. If they have no thought,
then 1hey are not thinking, If they know
nothing, then Lheg are nol intelligent. If
they are asleep, then they are Dot awake.
‘If they are to be rewarded at the jndg-
ment, they are not being rewarded now.
Is Dot this the doeirine of the Bible?
With the exception ol the reierence
to the judgment, the above ls not the
dectrinv of the Bihle in reiation to the
spirit of mao; 1t may Le to his body.
And pow I will proceed to give the
proofs, '
«The l.ord God formed man from the
doel of the ground (the flist ‘of thie’
{s pot in the origipai), and breathed
into his nostril the breath of life, and
man became a living soul,’” Qen, ii:
7. The breath of God is the Bpirit ot
Giod; snd this pame breath of life Je in
every living man, but 1. is not dust and
does not return to uvu:l, Neither is it
thut which constituies niw qudividuali-
ty and wdentity. 'Ine ssiue that was
eald to Adum is esld lu wil iysukind,
sFor all sre of t v uusel s slituru to
dust again.’* Comiog doewu lu Aura-
hum, bowever, we jenfu thatl he wea
one Of 1w Hapirdie of jusl e Woade
glecs.”? Nep pefe.t wn » pinu. in
Lrial Jesdy— ol pty peils CLma rpir
It rquites the reeurrecuun uk 1he
bioary, « hel thu ppar.t would be unite
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but evil spitiie are e nawme o
eubstance a8 the rpiies of tues,
and they sometimes eiler Lo,

tabernacles and drive thenew «he rign-
ful ownere, (Bee Matt, Bl 45.) Bone

of iitem are reserved in everlasiing
chaine under darkness until the judg-
mentof tbe great day, The disem-
bodied spirits ¢f wlcked men will par-
take of punishment with them. Now
the fact that {hese spirlts exist inde-
pendent of bodies (whether righteous
or wicked makes no dJdiffersnce to
existence) does not make of the res-
urrection an impessibility; and, yet, it
proves their immortaiity, . e, that
they were not subject to death.
Notonly are these spirite mentifoned
as existing intelligent entities, but
John saw under the altar “tbe
souls «f them that were slain®
— oot dead men, or tlain
gouls, but just wbut it says, They
were nobt resurrected beings, as the
time had not come, and, yel, they had
organic forms, for white robes were
given them. They also had inteili-
gence, fset, eyes, ears and volces, for
they grled out with a loud voice,
“How long, Oh Lord, Jost thou not
judge and avenge our blood on them
that dwell on the earth,” Now these
epirits, togetber with the four ana
twenty Elders and many others wbo
had been redeemed from the earth and
were walting for the first resurreciion,
that they might reign with Christ on
the earth, were Intelligent beings,
manifesting koowledge and wisdom
while they were dead, in the language
of Soripture. °

How e¢ould the spirit re-enter ita
body at the resurrection if it did not
exjs? Paul inepeaking of the resur-
regtlon Lo the Corinthiaps, maken it
elesr that the spirit continues to exisl;
that it, predieated upon the actuality
«f Christ’s resurrection, may agaln be

given its own body, and eaye: “Lf
Christ be pot rlsen, your fuith is
vain. . . Then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished. Let us eat and drink for

tomorrow we die.” But his abidiog
falth was that Christ ls risen—the
Jdead will rise; theretore their faith
was not vain; those who had fallen
agleep were not perished. Toerefore,
he concludes: Let ur not enguge in
the debaucheries of the Epicureans,
fur tomorrow we do mob die.
logic ¢an be more poluted or plain than
that?

There are many other passages in
the Bible to prove the existence of the
identical spirit apart (rom the dead
by, among which are: ““And he
cried uato the Lord and said, O Lord
my God, I pray Thee, lot this child’s
soul come into his inward parts
again.?”” {1 Kinge, xvil:2], seo margin}.
¢Mald, arise] Awod her splrit came
again,”? (Luke viil: 55). Dellver
-ugh B one untoeatsn for the destruc-
tiwen of the flesh that the spirit maay be
snved.” ¢ The body withvut the spirit
1= itena.?* The Apostle Paul also de-
.1.wes that *sthere ia a natural body

un tha re Is o Spirdtual body,’* “There
ate Al velerunl bodles and bodies
wireatrinll bu the olory of the terre:-
lrtnd 12 nwnke.?” These nesertions are
it m, ORe N ul ue gonditions that are to
v, bt thiss new o xast, and show that
1hie peul, op st i anorganized entity.
A toems wilies & e Hime ago, in com.
ki tar thae unmortality of the
e ol siowe Hint B ul taskes this ifuth
spgrienl =t when he 6BYE “We
lhaesw thn! Tour eartbny house of this
tabernnuvl [or lent, see riginRl] were
vltwolven | 5 kil ] we bhave R Lutld-
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bands, eternal fin (or with) the
heavens.” (2 cor. ¥: 1.) It does not
reier to a future state, he sald, fop
the A postie 1n speaking of the prepent
infirmities of the flesh and longs fop
the time when the budy, like the
gpirit, shall be immortalized, and mor-
tality be awallowed up ef life,” Thag
whioh will be resurrected wiil ba the
eartbly body, thespiritual body is g
building of God. The former vipsglves:
ti:e latter is eternsl with the heaveng’

But, not only this, every seed in u;
be given it ownD body—that is, the
splirit ie, at the resnrreation, to receive
its own body. The apirituai body is i
the form of the human tabernacle in
which it dwells(arseon from revelationg
b: fore quoted) and it §s it that whigh
gives feeling and sensatlon to every
mieroscoplo part of the human frame
L. gives feature aund expression to u.u;
individusl and 50 epavles us to dig-
tinguish one person from angthep
Through it we koow frlends.hau;
and will recognize friends hereatter
To say that the spirit does not retafp
its knowledge—ihat which has takey
yeara of Iahorlous etudy to gain,—iy,
faet, that most Intricate and wondep.
fully construocted apparatue, the ming
ls.metantly lost and aunihtlsted at
death’s ftouch—would be the very
olimax of irrationality, ignorance
suprome! To deny MHa continued
pilstence and separale identity jp
organjzed form after the body is laid ip
the tomb, not only antagonizeg the
Word of God, but slmply reverses the
order of creation and makes 8 gap ip
the path of eternal Increase. It makegy
the resurrection an impossibillly, for
there ie no germ of prinelple of life 1
the dissipated dust py which it cap
call ite parts together. But admitting
the existing identity ¢f the spirit, op
soul, with all its characteristica ang
individual qualities, the fltness of givy.
ing “itits own body’’ i8 apparent ip
the economy of divine wisdom,

There arse positive evidences of »
diffured epiritual lifse 1n all anima)
nature; and every tree And plant ang

flower possessca 3 distinot spiritua]
entity that survives its own dissolutioy -

and ia left in {ts eeed iD certainty gof.
continued life apd inorease,
being the case in Nature, s it not con.
trary to remfon to deny this eterns).
order In relation to i
of God Himeelf?
Instead, therefor, of the existenge gf
the scul or spirit in ao intermediate
atate between death and the resurrec.
tion *“‘demtroying the posribility of the
resurreotion,’’ it wakes that doctrine
alf the more reasonable. In fact, the
possibiiity of the resurreotion is depen.
dent upon the Immortality of the splrit,
Jesus Christ Himeself, who was llke
untc ourseives and partcok of oup
nature, when He disd on the oroas
tuat He might wtone for original s|p
and bring light and immortality 1o
lght?? through the resafrection, *“‘guve
up the ghost.” Was 18 a dead ghosg
Heogaveup? Was it alw a dead apirjg
that ““preached to the spirits in prisun

Bugh .

man~—ghe offepriny

tbat some time were disgbudient in the -

days of Nosk?” It 18 evident that
duripg the three daye Christ’s body
lay in the tomb, Hir intelileence wap
preciaiming tbe Gorpel of redemption
in the prison houee of apirite—ngt
spirits in the flesh—and this of itse)t
proclaime the exlelence of the epirig
worjd and of the intermedinle stage
belween denth apd the resurreotlon,



