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journment. Present: Prest. Josgpn Smith, Hy-

meeting was called to order by Elder Brigham
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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH.
Arrrr, 1844,
Saturday,6.—Conference met pursuant to ad-

wUM SMITH, SipNEY Ricpon and War, Marks.
Of the Twelve: Bricaam Youne, Heser C.
KiMBALL, WiLLArp RicHArRDS, WiLForp WooDb-
f*UFF, JOHN Tavror and GEORE A. SMITH,
The Members of the High Council, an im-
menge number of Elders, and a very large con-
course of people. .
Presidents Joseph and Hyrum Smith came to
the stand at a quarter past 10 o’clock,when the

Young. The choir sung a hymn, after which
President Joseph Smith rose to state to -the
congregation the nature of the business which
would have to come before them.  He stated
that it had been expected by some that the
little petty difficulties which have existed
would be brought up and investigated before
this conference, but it will not be the case;
these things are of too trivial a nature to oc-
cupy the attention of so large a body. Iin-
tend to give you some instruction on the prin-
ciples of eternal of truth, but will defer it un-
til others have spoken, in consequence of the
weakness of my lungs. The Elders will give
you instruction, and then, if necessary, I will
offer such corrections as may be proper to
fill up the interstices. Those who feel desir-
ous of sowing the seeds of discord will be dis-
appointed on this occasion. It is our purpose
to build up and establish the principles of
righteousness, and not to break down and des-

one day. We talked such big things that men
could not bear them, and they not only ridi-
culed us for what we did say in public, but
threatened and inflicted much personal abuse,
and had they heard all we said their violence
would have been insupportable. God had
great things to say for the salvation of the
world, which, if they had been told to the pub-
lic, would have brought persecution upon us
unto death; so we were obliged to retire to our
secret chambers and commune ourselves with
God. If we had told @he people what our eyes
behold this day, we should not have been be-
lieved, but the rascals would have shed our
blood, if we had only told them what we be-
lieved. There we sat in secret and beheld the
glorious visions and powers of the kingdom of
heaven, pass and repass; we had not a mighty
congregation to sheﬂ:er us; if a mob came upon
us we had to run and hide ourselves to save
our lives.

The time has now come to tell why we held|
secret meetings. We were maturing plans
fourteen years ago which we can now tell;
were we maturing plans to corrupt the world,
to destroy the peace of society? No! Let
fourteen years experience of the church tell
the story. The cﬁurch never would have been
here if we had not done as. we did in secret.
The cry of false prophet and imposter rolled
upon ug. I do nof know that anything has

taken place in the history of this church which |

we did not then believe; it was written upon!
our hearts and never could be taken away; it
was indelibly engraved, no power beneath yon-
der heavens could obliterate it. This was the
period when God laid the foundation of the.

troy. The Great Jehovah has ever been with

me, and the wisdom of God will direet me in E etornel Gtk

the seventh hour. I feel in closer communion
and better standing with God than ever I felt
before in my life; and I amflad of this oppor-
tunity to appear in your midst. I thank Ged
for the glorious day that he has given us. In
as large a congregation it is necessary that the

greatest order and decorum be observed; I re-|

quest this at your hands and believe that you
will all keep good order.

Prayer was offered by W. W. Phelps, after
which the choir sung a hymn. Sy

Elder Sidney Rigtﬁm then rose and said: “It
is with no ordinary degree of satisfaction I en-|
Joy this privilege this morning; want of health
and other circumstances have kept me in gi-
lence for nearly the last five years. It can
hardly be expected that when the violence of
sickness has used its influence, and the seeds of
disease have so long preyed uponme, that I'can
rise before this congregation only in weakness.
I am now come forth from a bed of siclness,

forthe first time in my.true character. I have not
come before a conference for the last five years
in my true character. I shall consider thisim-
portaut privilege sacred in my family history
during life. I hardly promise myself lungs to
make this congregation hear me; [ shall do the
best I can, and the greatest can do no more.

The circumstances by which we are now
surrounded points out the principles of my dis-
course—the history of this church which %
have known from its infancy: my text is, ‘Be-
hold the church of God of the last days. I
do not know that I can find it in the Bible; I
do not think it necessary to have Paul to make
a text for me; I canymake a text for myself.
[ recollect in the year 1830 I et the whole
chureh of Christ in a little old log house about
20 feet square, near Waterloo, N. Y., and we
began to talk about the kingdom of God as if
we had the world at our command; we talked
with great confidence ‘and talked big things;
although we were not many people we had big
feelings. ,

We knew 14 years agothat the church wonld
become as large as it isto-day: we were as bie
then as we shall ever be; we began to talk like
men in authority and power, we looked upon
the men of the earth as grasshoppers. If we
did not see this people, we saw Ev vigion the
church of God, a thousand times larger; and
wien men would come in they would say we
wanted to upset the government, althuugg we
were not enough to well man a farm, or meet
a woman with a milk pail: all the Elders, all
the members met in couference in a room 20
feet sguare. - :

I recollect Elder Phelps being put in jail for
reading the Book of Mqrmon. li-I]; came to gee
us, and expressed great astonishment, and left
us apparently pondering in his hearts he after-
wards came to Kirtland, Ohio, and said he was
a convert. Many things were taught, believed,
and preached then which have since come to
pass; we knew the whole world would laugh at
us, 80 we concealed ourselves, and there was
much excitement about our sgcret meetinga,
ctharging us with designs against the govern-
went, and with laying plans to get money, &e.,
which never existed in the heads of anyone eise,
and if we had talked in public we should have
been ridiculed more than we were, the world
being entirely ignorant of the testimony of the.
Prophets and without knowledge of what God
was about to do, treated all we said with pre-
tended contempt and much ridicule; and had
they have heard all we said, it would have
made it worse for ua.

We talked about the people coming as doves

~ to the windows, that all nations should flock

unto it; that they should coine bending to the
standard of Jesus, saving, ‘our fathers have
taught falsehood and things in which there is

and have enough of strepgth left to appear here | and the vigions of eternity in days gone” by.

| little farm,

= | ghould tell the glories and the privileges of the

church, and he laid it firmly, truly, and upon

If any man says it is not the work of Gol,
I know they lie. Some of you who know you
bave a Louse, how long would it take to make !
you reason yourself into a belief that you have
no house where you now reside with yoyg fam-
ily? Neither have we any power whereby we
can ever Ferauade ourselves that this is not the |
church of God. We do not care who sinks nr1
swims, or opposes, but we know here is the
church of God, and I have authority before!
God for saying so. I have the testimony of
Jeaus, which is the spirit of prophecy; I have|
slept with it, I have walked with it; the idea
has never been out of my heart for a moment,
and I will reap the glory of it when I leave
this world. 1 defy men, and hell, and devils!
to put it out of my heart; I defy all, and will
triumph in spite of them. |

I know God; I have gazed upon the glory of
God, the throne, visions and glories of God,

What is a man of God to do when he gees all
the madness; wrath and follies of our perse-
cutors? He will do as God does; he will sit
and laugh; one breath from the postrils of God
would blow them out of existence to hell.
These were the beginning of good days; shut
up in a2 room, eating nothing but dry johnny
cake and buttermilk, Every man who had a
or clothes, sold them and distribu-
ted what he had among the rest, and did the
best they could. I had little to eat, little to
wear,aud yet it was the beginning of good days,

Some say I want plenty to eat, plenty to
drink, plenty to wear, and a good house to live
in, and say they, then I will believe; but God
will not give it, until you bave proved your-
seives to bhim.

No wonder, then, that we should be joyful
te-day. If the people will do as they are told,
I will tell you what to do. Get the visions of |
heaven, and seek nof what you shall eat or
what you shall drink, but seek the -will of God;
get into the presence of God and thed'you will
bave johnny eake and milk and water no more.
Would you not be astenished if even now we

Baints of God to you and to the world? We
should be ridiculed; and no wonder we shut it
up in secret, If we were to tell you when Je-
Lovah looked on, lo it is beauty, 1t is heaven,
it is felicity to look on; I should marvel if it
were otherwise; if a man tells you one glary
or one message, he is learning another at the
game time. Do not be astnnished, then, if we
even yet have gecret meetings, asking God for
things for your benefit _
Do not be afraid, go back to the commence-
ment of this church and see what was con-
cocted then. There was no evil concocted
when we first held secret meetings, and it is
the same now; has God forgotten to be graci-
ous?—to be merciful to mankind? Did he ever
concoct anything that was devilish for man-
kind? He could not do it; I never am afraid
of God or man concocting anything to hurt me,
I have faith to detect man even if he did; I
would ask God to detect them, and would hold
thewn fast before he should do it. I am not
afraid of men or devils. 1 have none of those
fears. jealousies, dreads, forebodings, surinis-
ings, &c.: 1 put my trust in God, and whatever
God does for me, iz only for my salvation.
A man is a bad teamster who runs his team
in.the worst road. [And showed how much
like the gospel.} - What I have already said,
i8 only to prepare the way. [Here five of the
Poltowaltomie Lribe appeared with their inter-
preter, and were assisted to the stand by the
president.| ¥ awm going to tell of something
that surprised e at the beginning of the
chureb; I have handled, heard, seen and known

no profit,’ and of whole nations being bnrn-in|

things which I have not yet told.
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After the church began to grow, it was fa-
vored with monstrous wise men; they had so
much wisdom that they could dispute what
God said, and what his servant said. They
were opposed to virtue; they would say they
had revelations and visions, and were as cer-
tain that God had given it, as I was that the
devil bad.

He referred to the children of Israel who

were gnivelling and murmuring about their |
leeks and oniors, &c., &c., and so it is in these |

last days, some men are always yelling about
what the church believes, and opposing every
good thing. _

[ want devils to gratify themselves; and if
howling, yelling, yelping, will do you any good,
doit till youare all damned. If calling us devils,
&e., wil]V do you any good, let us have the
whole of it, and you can then go on your way
to hell without a grunt.

We hear these things ever since the church
existed, they have come up with us, they.have
had so much more wimﬁ:m, they knew all

about the kingdom before God revealed it; and |

they know all things before they are heard;
they understand more than God knows. We
gather of all kinds; if we get all nations, we
get all wisdom, all cunning,and everything else.

The sectarians cannot be as wise as we are,
for they have only got the plans of man for
salvation;but we have got man’s plans, the dey-
1’8 plans,and the bestof all,we have God’s plan.

I do not know whether there are any of these
wise men here this morning; I have merely
given this as a part of the history of this
church. I am disposed to give some reasons
why salvation only belongs to the kingdom of
God, and to that alone.

I will endeavor to show why salvation be-
longs to us more peculiarly, in contra-distinc-
tion to all other bodies; will this be clear
enough? '

I discover one thing, mankind have labored
under one universal mistake about this, viz.:
salvation was distinct from government, i.e.,
that I can build a church without government,
and that thing have power to save me.

When God sets up a system of salvation,
he sets up a system of government; when I
speak of a government I mean what I say; I
mean a government that shall rule over tem-
poral anrd spiritual affairs.

Every man ig a government of himself, and
infringe upon no government. A man i8 not
an honorable man if he is not above all law,
and above government. °

I see in our town we have need of govern-
ment; some study law only for the purpose of
seeing how many feuds, how many broils they
can kKick up, how much they can disturb the
peace of the public, without breaking the law,
and then say: ‘I know my rights, and will
have themy “I did not know it was the Mar-
shal, or I would not have done it.’

He is no gentleman; gentlemen would not
insnlt a poor man in the street, but would bow
to bim, as much as those who appear more
respectable. No marshal, or any one else,
should pull me TUp; we ought to live a great
way within the circle of the laws of the land,
I would live far above all law.

The law of God is far more righteous than
the laws of the land; the laws of God are far
above the laws of the land. The kingdom of
God does not interfere with the laws of the
land, but keeps itself by its own laws.” [Re-
ported by Ei(fer Thomas Bullock. ]

[Elder Rigdon stopped to refresh himself.]
The choir sung hymu 104, |

Elder Jobn %‘aylﬂr being called upon to ad-
dress the congregation, said,—It gives me
pleasure to meet and associate with so large
an assemblage of the Saints. 1 always feel
at home among the brethren. I consider them
the honorable of the earth, and if I eando any-
thing to eonduce to their happiness, or that
will in any wige tend to their edification, I am
gatisfied,

I therefore address this congregation with
cheerfulness and pleasure, and if by unfolding
any of the principles of truth that I am in
possession of, ‘or laying before you anything

ertaining to the kingdom; if my ideas will en-
arge your minds, or produce beneficial results
to any, Ishall consider myself on this, as on
all other occasions, amply repaid.

Many things have been ﬂpuﬂen by Elder Rig-
don concerning the early history of this churcﬁ

There is no individual who has searched the |-

oracles of eternal truth, but his mind will be

touched with the remarks made by our vener- |

able friend which unfold the dispensation of

Jehovah, and have a tendency to produce the|

most thrilling feelings in the bosows of many
who are this day present, and to promote our
gereral edificationy he traces with pleasure on
the historic page the rise of nations, kingdoms
and empires. Historians dwell with great mi-
nuteness on the heroie deeds, t}ge chivalroua
acts, the dangers and deliverances, the tact,
bravery and heroism of their ch'eftains, gen-
erals and governments. ' 8
We, as republicans, look back to the time
when this nation was under the iron rule of
Great Britain, and
tyranny and eppression of that powerful na-
tion. We trace with delight the name of a
Washington, a Jefferson, a La Fayette, and
an Adams, in whoee bosoms burnt the spark of
liberty, These themes are dwelt upon with
delight by our own legislators, our governors
and presidents; they are subjects which fire

l«::ru:' gouls with patriotic ardar,
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But if these things animate them so much,
how much more great, noble, and exalted are
the things laid before us. They were engaged
in founding kingdoms and empires that were
destined todissolution and decay, and although
many of them were great, formidable and
powerful; they now exist only in name. Their
‘cloud: capped towers, their solemn temples,
are dissolved,” and nothing now remains of
their former magnificence or ancient grandeur,
but a few dilapidated buildings and broken
columns; a few shattered fragments remain to
tell to this and to other generations, the perish-
able nature of earthly pomp and worldly glory.

They were engaged in founding empires and
estabiishing kingdoms and powers that had in
themselves the seeds of destruction, and were
destined to decay. We are laying the founda«
tion of a kingdom that shall last for ever—that
shall-bloom in time and blossom in eternity.
We are engaged in a greater work than ever
occupied the attention of mortalsy-we live in
a day that prophets and kings desired to see,
but died without the sight,

When we hear the history of the rise of this
kingdom from one who has been with it from
its infancy—from the lips of our venerable
friend who has taken an active part in all the
history of the church, can webe surprised if he
should feel animated, and that his soul should
burn with heavenly zeal? We gee in him a
man. of God who can contemplate the glories
of heaven—the visions of eternity, and who
yet looks forward to the opening glories which
the great Eloheim has manifested to him per-”
taining torighteousness and peace-——a man who
new beholds the things roll on which he has
long since beheld in prophetic vision,

Most men have established themselves in
authority by laying desolate other kingdoms
and the destruction of other powers. Their
kingdoms have been founded.in blood, and sup-
ported by tyranny and oppression. The great-
est chieftains of the earth have obtained their
glory—if glory it can be called—by blood,
carnage and ruin, One nation has been built
up at the expense and ruin of another, and one
man-has been made at the expense of another,
and yet these great men were called honorable
for their inglorious deeds of rapine. They
have glain their thousands, and caused the or-
phans to weep and the widows to mourn.

Men did these things because they could do.
it—because they had power to desolate nations
and spread terror and desolation. They have
made themselves immortal as great men. The
patriots of this country had indeed a laudable
object in view-—a plausible excuse for the
course they took. They stood up in defence of
their rights, liberty and freedom; but where
are now those principles of freedom? Where
are the laws that protect all men in their re-
ligious opinions? Where the laws that say,
‘a man shall worship God according to the
dictates of his own conscience?” What say
'{E, ye Saints, ye who are exiles in the land of

IBERTY? How came you here? Can you
in this land of equal righ%s return in safety to
your possessions in Missouri? No! You are
exiles from thence, and there is no power, no
voice, no arm to redress your grievances. Is
this the gracious boon for which your fatliers
fought, and struggled, and died? Shades of the
venerable dead! could you but gaze upon this
scene and witness tens of thousands of Ameri-
cans in exile on Columbia’s soil, if pity could
touch your bosoms, how would you mourn for
the oppressed?—if indignation, how would you
curge the heartless wretches that have so des-
ecrated and polluted the.temple of liberty?
‘How has the gold become dim, and the fine
gold, how has it changed!” Let it not be told
among the heathen monarchs of Europe, lest
they laugh and say ‘halhal so would we have it.>

Ye Saiuts, never let it go abroad that ye are
exiles in the land of liberty, lest ye disgrace
your republic in the eyes of the nations of the
earth; but tell it to those who robbed and
plundered, and refused to give you your rightss
tell your rulers that all their deeda of fame
are tarnished, and their glory is departed.

Are we now indeed in a land of liberty—of

freedom—of equal rights? Would to God [
could answer yes, but no! no!! I cannot. They
have robbed us, we are stripped of our pog-
sessions, many of our friends are slain, and
our government says, ‘Your cause is juat, but
we can do nothing for you.?
Hear it, ye great men, we are here in exile!
Here are thousands of men in bondage in
a land of liberty—of freedom!l If ye have
any patriotism left, shake off your fetters, and
come and proclaim us free, and give us our
rights. I speak of this government as being
one 'of the best of governments, as one of
the greatest and purest; and yet, what a mel-
ancholy picture.

QO ye venerable fathers who fought for your
liberty; blush for your children, and mourn,
mourn over your country’s shame, We are
now talking about a government which seta

|
s 4 i
roaned under the power, ! is the situation of the rest?

]

|

herself up as a pattern for the nations of the
earth, and yet, O what a picture, If this is
the best, the most patriotic, the most £ree, what

Here we speak with national pride of a
Washington, a La Fayette, a Monroe, and a
Jefferson, who fought for their liberties, and
achieved one of the greatest victories ever
wonj and scarcely has one generation passed
away before fifteen thousand citizens peti«
tion government for redress of their wrongs,
and they turn a deaf ear to their czy.




