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Saturdaysaturdays6 conference met pursuant to ad-
journmentjourn ment present prest JOSEPHjosepn SMITH HY

SSMITH SIDNEY RIGDON and WMwar MARKS
of the twelve BRIGHAM YOUNG heberhenekHF BERner C

WOOD
gurrgurs JOHN TAYLOR and geore A SMITH

the members of the high council an im-
mense

in
number of elders and a very large con-

course of people
presidents joseph and hyrum smith came to

the stand at a quarter past 10 when the
meeting was called to order by elder brigham
youngyoun the choir sung a hymn after which

president joseph smith rose lo10 state to the
congrecongregationatlon the nature of the business which
would mehave to come before them he stated
that it hadbad been expected by some that the
aittjittlittlele petty difficulties which have existed
would be brought up and investinvestigatedted beforeCthis conference but it will not be the case
these things are of too trivial a nature to oc-
cupycu y the attention of so large a bbodyody I1 in-
tendten to give you some instruction onn the prin-
ciples of eternal ortruthof truth but will defer it un-
til others have spoken in consequence of the
weakness of my lungs the elders will give
adu instruction and then if necessary I1 will
offer such corrections as may be proper to
fill up the interstices those who feel desir-
ous of aowingsowing the seeds of discord will be dis
appointappointeded on this occasion it is our purpose
to10 build up and establish the principles of
righteousnessrighteousnesa and not to break down and des-
troy the great jehovah has ever been with
me and the wisdom of god will direct me inin
the seventh hour I1 feel in closer cominunionrunion
and better standing with god than ever ifI1 feltfeitelteit
before in my elifetlifeilfe and I1 am glad of this oppor-
tunity to appear in your midst I1 thank god
for the glorious day that he has given us in
as large a congregation it is necessary that the
greatest order and decorum be observed I1 re-
questquest this at your hands and believe that you
will all keep good order

prayer was offered by W W phelps after
aichV the choir bungsungbungsung a hymn

elder sidney ritonririgdonxonton then rroseiseose and said it
is with no ordinary degree of I1 en-
joy this privilege this morning kvantwant of health
and other circumstances have keptept me inin si-
lence for nearly the last five years it can
hardly be expected that when the violence of
sickness has used its influence and the seeds of
disease have so long preyed upon moetoe that I1 can
rise before this congregation only in weakness
I1 am now come forth from a bed of sickness
and have enough of strength left to appear here
fortor the hirstfirst time in my true character I1 have not
come before a conference forthefor the last hivefive years
in my true character I1 shall consider this im-
portant

in
privilege sacred in my family history

during lifeilfe I1 hardly promise myself lungs to
make this congregation hear me I1 shall do thee
best I1 can and the greatest can do no moremote

the circumstances by which we are now
surrounded points out the principles of my dis-
course the history of this church which 1I1
have known from inqit infancy my text is be-
hold the church of god of the jast days I1
dodb not know that I1 can find it in the bible I1
do not think it necessary to have paulpaal to make
a text for me

1 I can make a text for myself
I1 recollect in the yearyear 1830 I1 met the whole
church of christ in a little old log housebouse about
20 feet square near waterloo NYN Y and we
began to talk about the kinkingdomkindomdom of god as if
we had the world at our comandcommand we talked
with great confidence and talked big things
although we were not many people we had big
feelings

we knew 14 years agotharago that the church would
become as large as it is todayto day we were as big
then asas we shall ever be we began to talk like
men inin authority and power we looked upon
the men of the earth as grasshoppers if we
did not see this people we saw by vision the
church of god a thousand times larger and
when men would come in they would say vrewe
wanted to upset the government although we
were not enoughenough to well man a farm or meet
a woman wwithth a milk pail all the elders all
the members met in conference in a room 20
feet square

I1 recollect elder phelps being put in jail for
reading the book of INIjylmormonwinonVinon hehe came to beegea
us and expressed great astonishment and left
uaus apparentlyapparent pondering in his heart he after-
wards came to kirtland ohio and said he waswae
a convert many things were taught believed
and preached then which have since come to
passpase we knew the whole world would laugh at
lisp1191us so we concealed ourselves and there was
muchknuch excitement about our secret meetings
chargingging us with designs against the govern-
menti andarid with laying planslansians to get money aec
which never existed in me headsbeads of anyone else
and if we hadbad talkedd in public we should have
beteenbeenen ridiculed more than weire were the world
beingleingleing entirely ignorant of the testimonymonymany of the
prophets anaandand without knowledge of what god
was about to do treatedtr all wewe said with pre-
tended contempt and much ridicule and had
they lavehave heard all we said it would have
madewarle it worsevors fforor us

we talked about the people comcomingi ng as dovesdavs
I1 to the windows thatthal1 all nations should flock

unto it that they should come bending to the
standard of jesus saying our fathersfathera have
taught falsehood and thusathings in which there is

no profit and of whole nations being born in
one day we talked such bibigg things that men
could not bear them and they not only ridi-
culed us for what we did say in public but
threatened and inflicted much personal abuse
and hadbad they heardbeard all we said their violence
would have been insupportable god had
great things to say for thewe salvation of the
world which if they had been told to the pub-
lic would have brought persecution upon us
unto ddeatheath so we were obligedto retire to our
acresecrett chambers an i commune ourselves with
god if we hadbad told uiethe people what our eeyesea
behold this day we should not have been tebe-
lieved but the rascals would have shed our
blood if we had only told them what we be-
lieved there we sat in secret and beheld the
glorious visions and powers of the kingdom of
heaven pass and repass we had not a mimightyaty
congregationcongregation to shelter us if a mob came upon
us we hadad to run and hide ourselves to save
our lives

the time has now come to tell why we heldheid
secret meetings we were maturing plans
fourteen yearyearss ago which we can now tell
were we maturing plans to corrupt the world
to destroy the peace of society no letfurfourteenteen years experience of the church tell
the story the church never would have been
here itif wwe had not done as we diadid in secret
the cry of false prophet and imposterimpostor rolled

I1 upon usu I1 do not know that anything has
taken place in the history of this church which
we did not then believebelleve it waswaa written upon
our hearts anandd never could be taken away it
wabwaa indelindeliblyitly engraved no power beneath yon-
der heavens could obliterate it this was the
period when god laid the foundation of the
church and he laid it firmly truly and upon
eternal truth

if any man says it is not the work of goj
I1 know they lie some of you who know you
have a house howbow long would it take to make
you reason yourself into a belief that you have
no house where you now reside with your0 ffam-
ilyai V neither have we any power wherebywhy

ejy we
cancari ever persuade burselourselvesves that this is not the
church of god we do not care who sinks or
swims or opposes but we know here is the
church of god and I1 havehava authority before
god for saying so I1 have the testimony of
jejebusjesuskussus which is the spirit of prophecy I1 have
slept with it I1 have walked with it the idea
has never been out of my heart for a moment
and I1 will reap the glory of it when I1 leave
thisthib world 1 defy men and hell and devils
to put it out of my heart I1 defy all and will
triumph in alite of them

I1 knowlow god I1 have gazed upon the gloryelory of
god the throne visionvisionsa and glories of god
and the visions of eternity in days gonegoner by
what is a man of god to do when hhee abecsbeesees all
the madmadnessnessi wrath and follies of our perse-
cutors he will do as god does he will sit
and laugh one breath from the nostrils of god
would blow them out of existence to hell
these were the beginning of good days shut
up inin a room eating nothing butbuibu drdry Jjohnny0hnllyily
cake and buttermilk every man awowho hahadd a
little barmorfarmor clothes sold them and
ted what he hadbad among the rest and did the
best they could I1 had little to eat little to
weawearaudrallaarandratia yet it waswar the beginning of good days

some baygay I1 want plenty to eat plenty to
drink plenty to wear and a good boubebouse to live
iniin and aaysay they then I1 will believe but god
wwillilllil notrot give it until you have proved your-
selves to him

no wonder then that we should be joyful
todayto day if the people will do as they are told
I1 will tell you what to do get the visions of
heaven and seek no what you shall eat or
what you shall drink but seek the will of god
getaret into the presence of gad and ther willwilf
hhaveoe ildjohnnyohady cake and milk and water no more
would you not be astonished if even now we
should tell the glories and the privileges of the
saints of god to you and to the world we
should be ridiculed and no wonder we shut it
up in secret if we wrewere to tell you when je-
hovah looked on lo10 it iais beauty ititiissteaven
it 1915 felicity to look on I1 should marvel if it
werewe e otherwise if a man tells you one glary
or one message he is learning another at the
samesarae time do riot be astonished then if we
even yet have secret meetings asking god for
things0 for your benefit

do not be afraid go back to the commence-
ment of this church and see what was con-
cocted then there was no evil concocted
when we first held secret meetings and iti1t iais
the same now has god forgotten to be graci-
ous tobeto be merciful to mankindwomankind did beeverhe ever
concoct anything that was ddevilish for man-
kind ilehe could not do0 it I1 never am afraid
of god or man concoctingconcoct ing anything to hurt me
I1 have faith to detect man even if he did I1
would ask god to detectct them and would bold
khelu fast before hahe shouldsflouid do it I1 am not
afraafraididofof menormen or devils I1 havebave none of those
fearefeama jealousies dreadsdreadseadi forebodings
ingsinga ac I1 nutput my trustrumfr inn god and whatevergogodd does forfoi me is only for my salvation

A manmari is a bad teamster who ruasruns his teiteateamm
inthe worst road and showed how much
like the gospel what I1 have already said
iie only to prepare the way here five of the

tribe appeared with their inter-
preter and were assisted to the stand by the
president I1 atam going to tellteil of something
that surprised mewe at the beginning 0of the
church I1 have handled heardbeard seen and known
things which I1 have not yet told

after the church began to growrow it was fa
bored wwithith monstrous wise men they had so
much wisdom that they could dispute what
god said and what his serservantvant said they
were opposed to virtue they would say they
had revelations and visions and were as cer-
tain that god had givenit as I1 was that the
devil hadbad

ilehe referred to the chichildrenildreneldren of israel wwhobo
were snivellingsnivelling and murmuring aboutabott their
leeks and onions ac ac and so it is in these
last days some men are always yelling about
what the church believes and opposing every
good thing

I1 want devils to gratify themselves and if
howling yelling yelping will do you any good
do it till you are all damned if calling us devils
ac will do you any good let us have the
whole of it and you can then go on your way
to hell without a gruntgrunt

we hearbear these things ever since the church
existed they have come up with us they have
had so much more wisdom they knew all
about the kikingdomn om before God revealed it and
they know allalia 11 things before they are heard
they understand more than god knows we
gather of all kinds if we get all natinations1

ons we
get all wisdom all cunnin gand everything else

the sectarianssect arians cannot be as wise as wevee are
fortleyfor they have only got the plans of man for

we have got mans plans the de-
vils plan sand the bestif alewe have gods plan

I1 do not know whetherMfether there are any of these
wise men here this mmorning0rnin I1 have merely
givenrivench

i ven thisthia aias a part of the historyh of this
churchr h I1 am disposed to give some reasons
why salvation only belongsbelonsbelon0 s to the kingdom of
god and to that aloneilone

I1 will endeavor to show why salvation be-
longs

be-
ings to us more peculiarly in contracontri distine
tion to all other bodies will this be clear
enough

I1 discover one thing mankind have labored
under one universal mistake about this viz
salvation was distinct from government le
that I1 can build a church without government
and that thing have power to save me

when god sets up a system of salvation
he sets tipip a system of government when I1
speak of a government I1 mean what 11I1 say I1
mean a government that shall rule oyerover tem-
poral and spiritual affairs

every man is a government of himself and
infringe upon no government A man is not
an honorable man if he iiss not above all law
and above government

I1 see in our town we have need of govern-
ment some study law onionlyy for thefhe purposeurpose of
seeinga e eing howbow manyman feudsfe howhow many broilsbp

r i1 9 theythey
can lickkick up how much they can disturb the
peacepe

1

ace of the public without breaking the law
and then say 111I know my rights and will
have tham 1 111I did not know it was the mar-
shal or I1 would not have donedona it

he is no66 gentlgentlemaneman ggentlemengentlemenent lemen would not
insult a poor man inin the street but would bowbov
to him as much as those who appear more
respectable no marshal or any one else
should pull me upftp we ought to live a great
way within the circle of the laws of the land
I1 would live far above all law

the law of god is far more righteous than
the laws of the land the laws of god are far
above the laws of the land the kingdom of
god doesaws not interfere with the laws of the
land but keeps itself by its own laws 21 erecrere-
ported by elder thomas bullockBullockJ

eiderelder rigdon stopped to refresh himself
the choir sunsung hymn

elder lohnjohn taylor beingbellg called upon to ad-
dress the congregation saidysaidsald it givesives me
pleasure to meetreet and associate with BOso largea e
an assemblage of the saintsaintsa I1 alwayalwayss feelrg

ee I1
at homebome among the brethren I1 consider them
the honorable of the earth and itif I1 can do anany-
thing

V
thin to conduce to their happiness or that
willinwill in anywise tend to their edification I1 am
satisfied

I1 therefore address this congregation with
cheerfulness and pleasure and if by unfolding
atlyany of the principles of truth that I1 am in
possession of or laying before you anything
E
pertaining to the kingdom if my ideas will en-
largearge your mindswinds or produce beneficial results
to any I1 shall consider myself on this as on
all other occasions amply rerepaida 1ll11c
v many things have been spokenn by elder rig-
don concerning the early history of this
there is no individual who has searched the
oracles of eternal truth but hishia mind will be
touchedcouched with the remarks made by our vener-
able friend which unfold the dispensation of
jehovah and have a tendency to produce the
most thrilling feelings in the bosoms of many
who are thiathis day present and to promote our
general edification he traces with pleasure on
the historic page the rise of nations kingdoms
and empires historians dwell with great mi-
nutenessnut eness on the heroic deeds affetathnthe chivalrous
acts the dangers and deliverdiliverances the tact
bravery and heroism of their chefchchieftainsefbains gen
brals aridand governments I1

we as republicans look back to the time
when thiathis nation was under the iron rule ofgreat britain and groaned under the power
tyranny and oppression of that powerful na
tion we trace with delight the name of a
washington a heffersonlefferson a iala fayette and
an adams in whose bosoms burnt the spark 0of
liberty these themes are dwelt upon with
delight by ourour own legislators our governors
and presidentstp they are subjects which firefarenry
our boulsbouis with patrioticpatriotiq ardor

but ifii these things animate them so much
how mmuchuch more great noble and exalted are
the things laid before us They were engaged
in founding kingdoms and empires that were
destined to dissolution and decay and although
many of them were great formidable and
powerful they now exist only in name their
cloud capped totowerss their solemn timdimplestemplespiesples

are dissolved aandnd nnothing now remains of
their former magnificence or ancient grandeur
but a few dilapidated buildings and broken
columns a few shattered fragments remain to
tell to this and to other generations the perish
able nature of earthly pomp and worldly glory

they were engagedengage d in foundingfound ineinz empirese in ires and
establishing kingdoms and powers ohpthatat hadinhad in
themselves the seeds of destruction and were
destined to decay we are laying the fountaidounda
tion of a kingdom that shall last for everevar thatthab
shall bloom in time and blossom in eternity
we are eniehiengagedraged in a greater work than ever
occupied tthe attention of mortals we live in
a day babthat prophets and kings desired to see
butbue died without the sight

when we hear the history of therisetiletiie rise of thithiathisa
klkingdom frofromm one who hahas been with it from
its infancy from the lips of our venerable
friend who has taken an active part 1inn all the
history of the church can vivene surprised if be
should feel animated and that his soul should
burn with heavenly zeal we see in himhiim a
man of god who can contemplate the glories
of heaven the visions of eternity and mmhowhoho
yet looks forward to the opening glorieslories iwhich
the great elvheim has manifested tpto him per

to righteousness and peace a man whwho0
now beholds the things roll on which he haa
longiong since beheld in prophetic vision

most men have established themselves iain
authority by laying0 desolate other kingdoms
and the destruction of other powers their
kingdoms have been foundedin blood and sup
ported by tyranny and oppression the great-
est chieftains of the eaearthrth have obtained theuthey
glory if glory it can be called by blood
carnage and ruin one nation has been built
up at the expense and ruin of another andoneand one
man has been made at the expense of another
and yete thesethebeeseebe great men were called honorablehonorabiarabla
for their inglorious deeds of rapine they
have ajain their thousands and caused the or-
phans to weep and the widows to mourn

men did these things because theytuey could do
it because they had power to desolate nations
and spread terror and desolation they havehive
made themselves immortal as great men the
patriots of this country had indeed a laudable
obieobjectct inb viewview a plausible excuse for the
course thetheyy took they stood up in defdefenceence osog
their rights liberty and freedom but where
are now those principles of freedofreedomih where
are the laws that protect all men inin tltheirleirlein re
legious opinions cherewhere the laws thatth at sayaayitaa man shall worship god according to the

dictates of his own conscienceconsciences5 what say
ye ye saints ye who are exiles in lileflie land of
LIBERTY how came you here can youyag
in this land of equal rights return in safetsafetyy to
your possessionsposses slonasiona in missouri no you are
exiles from ththediceediceerice and there is no power nolio
voice no arm to redress your grievances Is
this the gracious boon for which your s
foughtfought and struggled and died shades of the
venerable deack could you but gaze upon this
scene and witness tens of thousands of ameriamert
cans in exile on Columcolumbiablayabiala soil if pity could
touch your bosoms bow would you mourn for
the oppressed if indignation how would you0
curse the heartless wretches that have so desdeaes

and polluted the temple of liberty 2
how harthehas the gold become dim and the fine

gold how has it ehanebanchangedged 1 letnet it not be told
ainoalnoamongngthabthetha heatheneathen monarchs of europeF drope lest
ttheyey laugh and ezyaaylayliy chalohalha halbal so40 would we have itye saintssaint never let it go abroad that ye arare
exiles in the land of liberty lest ye disgrace
your republic in the eyes of the nations 6of1 the
earth but tell it to those who robbed and
plundered and refused to give you your rights
tellteileileliell your rulers that all their deedsdeeda of ffamofameame
are tarnished and their glory iais departedare we now indeed in a land of liberty ofors
freedom of equal rights would to god I1
could answer yes bbutut nonohnot no I1 cannot they
havesave robbed us we are stripped of our pospoes
sessions many of our friends are lainslain and
our government says yourayour cause is juatjust but
we cancah do bothinnonothingthin for you

hear lteeit ye great men we are here in exileexlie
here are thousands of menijen illin bondage in
a land of liberty of fre edomm if ye havehaia
anyan patriotism left shake orgoff your fetters and
come and proclaim us free and give us our
rights I1 speak of this government aa being
one of the bestbeat of governments as one of
the greatest and purest and yet what a mel
arichanchovyoly picture

Qoyeye venerable fathers who fought for your
liberty blush forfoi your ebchildrenildrenlidren and mourn
mourn over your count rys shame we are
now talking about a government which seta
herself up as a pattern for the nations of the
earth and yetet 0 what a picture if this iais
the best the mostmoat patriotic thee most freegree what
is the situation of the rest

here we speak with national pride of a
washington a ialia fayettepayette a monroeMonroe and a
jefferson shothowho fought for their libertieshandyand
achieved one of the greatest victories ever
won and scarcely has one generation passed
away before fifteen thonthousandsand citizens peti-
tion governmentvernsern ment for redress of their wronwrongs
and theyt y turnturo a dealdeat bajcar teto their crycly


