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Hard Times and Their Remedy.

Two business men one day met
a friend who was not a business
man. As he approached, one of
the two said to the other—

“‘Let us obtain his views concern-
inz the depression of business
which is now creating such har
times. He is not himself entang-
led in business; he is a disinterest-
ed outsider, an impartial observer.
From his broad outlook over men
and events, unbiassed by interest
in any one absorbing subject, his
candid judgment of the general dif-
ficulty is more likely to be correct
than ours, we are so tied down to
a narrow view of our personal inter-
'E'Etﬂ- 27

The inquiry was made. The re-
ply was substantially as follows:

There is much suffering in this
country. as every one is aware, and
for the general misfortune many
remedies are propesed which ignore
the cause. Kverybody is looking
ahead for relief without looking
back to discover the true origin of
the hard times, and to ascertain
from that the sure ecorrection for
them.

This country was never more
prospe:cus really than now; the
only n ed is a clear perception of
its act 1al eondition, and the adap-
tatior of its forces to this condition.

Th remedy Ishall propose is a
pleas.ut one, as this suflering coun-
try is not really ill, bul remarkably
well; and the very evils which seem
s0 heavy are the best indication of
its thrift, its prodigious vitality, ac-
cording to my diagnosis of the case;
and I think you will agree with
me.

The condition of affairs is this:

Vast numbers of men are out of
employment. They areconsuming
and not producing. They desire
work, but there is no work for
them. Every branch of industry
is full, and overflowing. There is
a glut of every produect, waiting to
be consumed. Excessive accumula-
tion had been growing for years,
until it culminated in the fall of
1873. Since then labor has been re-
cuced to the gauge of necessity,
oever production no longer goes on,
and many thousand men are now
without work. Their work is not
needed, but they need work, for
they need wages fo obtain the nec-
essaries of life. Everything pro-
duéed is produced in abundance by
the workers now employed; and
the accumulation of an immense
over production continues on hand.
What is the cause of this apparent |
evil? Labor saviny invenlions.

- One man does the work of many
men a few years ago. The rapid
increase in production has filled the
world with goods, for which there
is no demand; yet many persons
are destitute and ecannot obtain
them, for1 they cannot obtain work
to earn money to buy them. Trade
is thereby a little reduced; trade ap-
prehends disaster, and practises
strict economy itself, thus dimin-
ishing other business, and so all
business decreases., - The unem-

mill-

ployed suffer, with too little to eatPp

“and net clothes enough to wear,
while stores and warehouses are |
piled to their highest with surplus
goods. There is over production
and under consumption— the lat-
ter the result of the former.

Want of employment is the one
great affliction under which this
country is now suffering. The dil-
ference between gold and paper for
money is not a feather’s weight in
importance compared with it. Com-
mon sense indicates and experience
proves that so long as the people
are honest, it makes littie differ-
ence what medium of exchange i8
in use among them, common to
them all, and fixed at a certain
amount. The nation has gold as
the medium of exchange in Cali-
fornia, and dp'apar elsewhere, and
failures and panics everywhere
among knaves and the unfortunate,

However preferable gold may be
to paper money, specie payment is
not the great need of this time,
but employment for the unem-
ployed. They are pointed to the
unoccupied lands of the West, but
their services are not required
there. The people already in the
West are sending East enough ag-
ricultural products for all. Where
shall the unemployed thousands
go?  Europe is full. . There is over-
production, with the inconveni-
ence and apparent evil of such a
surfeit, throughout the_ civilized
world. What shall the unemploy-
ed do? Shall they starve? They
cannof live without the means to
live, Shall they steal,or shall they
be encouraged to exert a better in-

| creasing in numbers.

means of usefulness instead of deg-
radation? .

Month after month, vear after
year, the great idleness continues,
The army of the unemployed is in-
The amount
of work they would do, and wish
to do,-is not done; is lost forever,
a great stream of waste., INo ade-
quate measures are taken to utilize
this labor, to prevent this needless
suffering. to end this painful con-
dition of unwilling idleness. La-
bor which would make an enor-
mous showing, if performed, is not
performed, and the whole nation
feels the loss as well as the unem-
ployed. Labor-saving inventions

laborers diminish in number,forced
out into idleness, to avoid a still
greater over produetion; and no
new, great enterprises are engaged
in, aithough to establish them is
clearly the remedy for the condi-
tion of over production in the ex~
isting industries.

The unemployed groan with the
hard times,and practise rigid econ-
omy from necessity. Their exam-
ple is contagious, till even wealth
complains of hard times, talks of
the panie of two years ago, mis-
takes the real cause of the tiouble,
feels- wary, reduces its expendit-
ures, pinching everywhere; pinch-
ing its own nose off by refusing
with its moeney to help relieve the
oppression of over production, to
revive the activity of business.

Capital hugs its hoarded treasures
tighter, instead of boldly and saga-
ciously and manfully launching out
into new enteiprises to aid in re-
storing the equilibrimm by giving
employment to the unemployed.

The superficial among the jour
nals treat the matter in the same
narrow way; fail to analyze thé dif-
fieulty and understand it, but in
bewilderment yield to the general
spirit, urging the contraction of all
industries, cautioning their muni-
cipal governments, and State gov-
ernments and national govern-
ments against employing too many
men and thus spending toe much
money, for now times are hard.
Instead of seeking to remove the
cause of the continued hard times,
they advocate a harder use of the
tightening bands and remorseless
screws which make times hard,

Corporations discharge all the
employees Lthey can dispense with,
and cut down the wages of all they
retain, because times are hard, and
this is their method of helping to
make times easier.

Wherever there isan opportunity
for a firm to get along with one
man less in their employ, they dis-
charge one, turning him out to help

increase in number—-as they should; |

of the subjects of political contro-
versy at this time, has anything
whatever to do with the great af-
fliction,wantof employment,which
of late years has so diminished Lhe
current of business. The fault is
notin the Republican theory of gov-
ernment, or the Democratic theory
of government. The diffi-+''y i=

guestion is an industrial question,
and the difference between Repub-
licanism and Demoeraey bas bad
no bearing upon it yet.

The existing ““hard times,” when
right!y understood, are eviden~e ui

unwonted prosperity suddenly
checked.

When a prominent firm over-
reaches itself, and its break appals
the whole business world, in the

panie which ensues labor is
thoughtlessly }Euched an-l unmer-
cifuily hurt. Labor pinchiesin re-

turn, and the centiuued mutual
pinching produces the continued
mutual suflering. A change of
course is the remedy.

The only cure for inactivily is
activity.

If one man accidentally breaks
his leg, it is no reasom why all men
should be paralvzed with fear, and
hesitate to move lest they too should
break their legs,

Two years ago last fall, in 1873,
when this ceuntry was thriving
as it bad never thriven before,
Jay Cooke & C(Co. made a mis-
step, tumbled, broke their finanecial
legs, and in falling dragged a few
others with them, What did the
country do? Help them up as Cal-
ifornians lift their fallen ecomrades?
Neo; every one steod still, expect-
ing paralysis, and the pulse of bus-
iness has never beaten wilh its nor-
mal impulse since. The want of eon-
fidence continues. Abandoned en-
terprises remain untouched. Bas-
iness men expect to fail, and they
will fail and continue to fail if cap-
italists are not soon led to bestir
themselves, employ labor, and thus
put in circulation money, the cir-
culation of which, and not a change
in its material, gives life to trade,

Inactivity and apprehension will
accomplish nothing. Unless en-|
terprize is dead the world is to go
om! If enterprise is dead, what a
rare power heaven wouchsafed to
Jay Cooke—te be able to put an
end to the progress of mankind !
With the rapid increase of labor-
saving machinery it is perfectly
clear that the scope of labor must

swell the legion of the unemploy-
ed, sympathetically hoping that
some time,some how, times will be
easier than now. Public works are
neglected, left unfinished,new ones
are postponed; for times are bhard,
and therefore fewer men must be
employed. This is ecomomy—po-
litical economy! When a ealamity
comes, add to it. When distress
revails, inerease it. This is the
statesmanship of the time. This
is-the public and private policy
now pursued throughout this ceun-
try. Every ene talks ef the hard
times, and almost every one strives
to the best of his ability to make
times harder. And so the trouble
goes on,becoming worse and worse,
with no prospect of relief so long as
labor continues devoted solely to
the limited industries now exist-
ing; with the certainty that the
distress will not only grow, but
will become chroniec, and will de-
velop the hideous issue belonging
to a chroniec comp'aint. The drift
is steady in that direction, and if
not soon averted by the beginning
of new enterprises everywhere, to
furnish employment to the unem-
ployed, the legitimate outcome of
this chronie idleness by wholesale
will be deplorable.

What desperate efforts the astute
politicians are making to discover
in their political opponents the
cause of the present business de-

ression! Democrats arraign the

epublicans, and Republicans cen-
sure the Democrats; hard money
inflates and denounces soft money;
paper money belittles gold;the outs
and the ins dispute over the most
puerile questions, for there is noth-
ing of any importance between
them; all are groping in the dark,
searching in vain for a worthy is-
sue, prating of imperfect adminis-
tration while human nature is im-
perfect; looking everywhere but in
the rith direction to discern the
plain cause of the business depres-
sion. Neither hard money nor soft

fluence upon the werld by being

money, nor the maladministration

furnished with work, wages; thalmlhieh is 0 harped upon, nor any

be enlarged in order to utilize the

not theoretical, but practical. tThe ]|

ing. No one corporation, no one
State, no one portion of the coun-
try can remove a diffieulty which
ramifies the whole. It is a gener-
al depression into which the wheels
of business and labor have sunk

and they can only be started again
into brisk actlivity by a general
wmovement, every man putting his
shoulder to the wheel. As no ene
man alone can start those gigantie
wheels, and as financial ruin would
quickly come upon any ene man or
one set of . men who might make
the attempt, the National Govern-
ment istheinstrumentality through
which the move should be inasugur-
ated.  Let Government, with its
vast facilities, launch out boldly
in the direction of the enlargement
of industry, the profitable employ-
ment of famishing labor—and the
movement will be begun. Nothing
will be lost, everything will be
gained. Let Governmentset the ex-

encouraging labor by liberal appro-
priations for useful aational enter-
prises in all parts of the country.
[he apparent burden upon tax-
payers will prove a relief to tax-
payers of the greater burden they
now bear in the form of charity.
It will be the paying of taxes for an
equivalent, for work performed, in-

vival of business and lator which
will follow will be an incalculable
blessing without any additional
cost. Let Government thus waken
up industry out of its lethargy,
start the wheels into brisk motion,
and private enterprise will keep
them going. '
To insure the resumption of bus-
iness and labor the only incentive
re?uimd is the start.

f all the people could unite in a
compact for that purpose,and would

would be made, and immediate
prosperity attend the movement.
T'he people already are united in a
compact represented by the Na-
tional Government, and if the
Government is of any use, let us
use it. No greater subject demands
its attention at this time. Itis a
matter of urgent importance; and
if the Government, created by the
people, for-the service of the people,
will do the people this service, it
will be
tion. It will be doingan appropri-
ate work, a legitimate work, a
necessary work in the interest of
the people. The distress is nation-

labor which is forced out to seek
other employment. New enter-
prises everywhere must be begun,
or serious results will inevitably
ensue from so much restive idleness |
and desperate poverty. The con

struction of great parks, the en-
largement of water works, any and
every work which is directly use-
ful, will prove indirectly dlso a
blessing.

If useful enterprises are not be-
gun, prejects of doubtful impert
will arise and will be carried for-
ward,. A war would employ tLhe
surplus labor and revive trade; but

al and requires a national remedy.
—Galazy.
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SYMPATHY FOR CRIMINALS. —
Mr. Lansing, Cashier of the Bakers-
field Bank, rebs it, lies about it,
seeks to throw the suspicion of the
crime upon innocent parties, re-
pents through cowardice and fear
of detection, confesses his folony
and finds in the President and Di-

officials and in Wells, Fargo & Co.’s
Express Company, sympathising
friends, who are willing to eondone
his offense and excuse Mr. Lansing

an unnecessary war leaves nothing
to show for iL afterwards but rnin.J’
Construction is better than de-!
struction. Whichever form ofa-tiv. |
ity is inaugurated at thisjun-iure
will brisklyrage,forevery conti.iou
is favorable. Money in abundance
is lying idle. Men in abundance
are idle, They are anxiously wait-
ing for something to do. The extra
work now being performed in Phil-
adelphia, in preparing for the ('en-
tennial Exhibition, is but a drop in
the bucket! We have forty mil-
lions of people! C(Canada alongside
is rioting to obtain bread. Canada
has gold, but Canada wants em-
ployment. California has gold, but
California suffers likewise,

Te continue the existing narrow
policy coucerning industry would
be to blast this country, as some
European countries have been blast-
ed, with roaming hordes of anprin-

fledged outlaws, irredeemable ban-
dits, their savagery intensified by
the savage Indian climate. The
only safeguard against that grizzly
play of idleness is a speedy return
to the normal econdition oef industry,
with its steady growth, beginning
with an immediate enlargement
from the present contracted sphere
of labor to its fullest scope. And
this will iic¢lude new enterprises,
for the realm of industry naturally
enlarges.

A general business confidence, a
general resumption of industrial
activity in all its branches, will
cause a general revival of trade and

cipled idlers, human vultures, full-|

from that term in the State Prison
to which his erime justly consigus
him. A secret examination is had
—and this implicates the magis-
trate; an insufficient bond is exact-
ed of $5,000—and this still further
implicates the magistrate; the Pres
ident of the bank goes on the bond,
and Mr. Lansing is sympathised
and econdoled with as an unfortu-
nate man. |

We should be glad to know what
is the seecret spring that governs
this eecentrie conduet upon the
part of good eitizeus in Kern couun-
ty; we would be gratified to be let
behind the curtain and haveall this
mystery explained. To us, at this
distance from the scene, not having
our sensibilities excited by any ten-
der sentiments, Lansing seems to
w8 but a vulgar eriminal-—a thief, a
swindler, and his *“conscience”
seems to us but cowardice.

If this sentimentality shall ex-
tend to the Prosecuting Attorney,
the Grand Jury, the District Judge
and the Petit Jury, then all we
have to say is, that Kern county is
a very nice place and a most excel-
leut locality in whieh to rob banks.
—8. F., Chronicle.
et~ W - ——

——The weather is very precari-
ous for cultivators of. the soil just
now. The storms keep off hardly
long eunough for the ground to get
sufficiently dry for plowing or dig-
ging. This is one of the seasons
that make farmers wish their fields
had been plowed in the Fall, so

general prosperity.
It isso greata work that no one

that they could have harrowed in
their early grain quickly any fine

| man can do it, however enterpris-

day.

ample by filling its workshops and |

carry out the agreement, the start-

performing its highest func-

HOME MANUFACTURE.

WASATCH WOOLEN MILLS,

AM CONTINUING TO PURCHARE
and paying the

Highest Price for Wool

And for the better accommodation % n -
customers I have opened an office opposita
B o e, o
e City,where onr

Docsking, Jeans, Flan e m. Repele
lants, Tweeds, Meltons, Sheeting,
Batting, Single, | ouble and Triple Yarna.

l%; Pﬂiﬂnﬂng WOOL te é-ell v‘riﬂlgs
we ¢ examine our CLOTH 2
PRICES. e

somples masled on a TMnﬂ- Wanl Sacks
rurnished. h | &m MeGHIE,

w3 LEBSER.

I have founded my business on the bellef
that the public are anxious to get their seed

directly from the growers,and I therefore
offer FREE to every man and woman in the
Umnited States who cultivates a farm, tills a

. bl . .
stead of befug a tax upon the pock- |Seh oy lrge: | hustraiod Cataloght o
et for individual beggary. The re- | Vegetable and Flower Seeds for 1876; it

contains, in addition to the choicest kinds
produoeced in Europe, one hundred and fifty
varicties of veyctable seed grown en my four
geed farmg, Customers o1 last season need
net write for it. .As the origisal introducer
of the Hubbard, Marblehead and Butman
Bquashes, Phinney’'s Melon, the Marblehead
Cabbages, an1! a scare of other new vege-
tables, | solicit your patronage. All seed
gold under three warrants. A hundred
thousand catalogues will be issued and sent
out the first of Januvary. -
JAMES J. H. GREGORY,
wo2 Marblehead, Maess.

(HICA60 & NORTH-WESTER

IRailvvay.

via the Trans-Coniinental Riute,
This is the shortest, best and only
line running Puliman’s celebrated
Palace Bleeping Cars aud Coaches,
copnecting with Unicn Pacific R.
R. at Omaba and from the West,
via Grand  Junetion, Marshall,
Cedar Rapids, Clinton, Sterling
and Dixon, for

Chicago and the East.
Passengers for Chicago, Detroit,

Toledo, Cleveland, Buflalo, Niagara

Falis, iittsburg, Cincinnati, To-
ron'o, Montreal. Quebee, Portland,
Bosten, New York, Philadeljhia,

rectors of the bank, in the county |

Baltimore, Washington, Indian-
apolis, St, Louis, Cairo and all

POINTS SOUTH and EAST,

should buy their tickets vig Chica-
go and the Chicago & North-West-
ern Ruilway.

Close conncetions are made at
Chicago with the Lake Shore &
Michizan ~outhern, Baltimore &
Obiov, Michigan Central, Pittsburg,
Fort Wayne & Chicego, Kankakee
Line and Pan Handle Routes, for
ail points EAST aud SOUTH-
~AST, and with the Chicago &
Alton snd Illino's Central for all
points EOUTH.

This i& the Pioncer Line between
the Pacific C ast snd Chicago, and
was the first to conveet with the
ereat Pacific Roeads, and form the
OVERLAND ROUTE. Tlisline
is the shortest rail ling between
Omaha and Chicago; tke track is
of th- best steel r1ail. and gll the
appointments are first-class,

The trains are made up of elegant
new PUILMAN PALACE DRAWING
ROOUM AND SL¥EPING COACHES,
luxuricus, well lighted and well
ventil ‘ted Day Coaches, and pleas-
ant lounging and smoking cars.
The cars are all equipped with the
celebrated Miller Safety Platform,
and patent Buffers and Couplings,
Westinghouse ~afety Air Brakes,
and every other aprliance that has
been devised for the safety of pas-
seroer trains, All traing are run
by telegraph. In a word, this

GREAT THROUGH LINE

b = the best and smoothest track,
an the most elegant and comforta-
ble cquipment of any road in the
We 1, and has no competitor in the
cout 'y,

Rec.uember, you ask for your
Tickets via the Chiesgo & North-
Western Railway, and take no
other.

Tickels over th's route areseld by
all Ticket Agents in the United
States.

Muwu&e Hucarrr,
neral Supt.
W. H. STENNETT, o

Gen’l Pass, Agert, wl




