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For Thinkers.

BY CHARLES SWAIN,

THE DESERET NEWS.

ridiculous it appears for uninspired men, by their
own wisdom, to presume or undertake to trans-
late, illustrate, or give the meaning of what Pro-

X h : -‘Phﬂll‘, Seers and Apostles saw and wrote whén

Take the spade of Perseverance,

they were endowed by the Spirit of the Almighty,
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the Penteteuch (i. e., the five Books of Moses).
In Anglo-Saxon, 709; first in English, by Wick-
liffe, in 1360, but was mnever printed; Arabic
Psalter, 1516; Swedish, 1534; Bolamian, 1539;
Danish, 1550; Irish, 1550; Crotian, 1562; lce-
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officiate, and the appellation of *learned and elo-
quent divine is their joy and their pride. They
abide in the midst of luxury, denying themselves
nothing. '

| Their example leads the thicking to doubt the

: i3 as ‘and spoke as they were moved upon by the Holy | landie, 1584; Armenian, 1664; Gothic, 1665; | use of piety; their inconsistenl interpretation of
Elﬂﬁ" ;ﬁgtezl:‘lnft il:t)gnl' ;:E:.'?HE e > ]Ghust‘ ‘and the testimony of Jesus, which is the | Malayan, 167(% lugdian, 1685; Malabarian, 1711; | righteousness, as shown in their deportment,
SBErY DUt sl Gaat suider ‘Spirit of Prophecy.” But they have undertaken | Coptie, 1716; Greson, 1720. “ strengthens  the infidel in his philosophy; their

Every stubborn weed of Error, .

it, without believing the Scripture, which sgsd:
0

Every seed that hurts the soil, J‘Nu great or mighty are often called, bat that

Tares, whose very growth is terror—
Dig them out whate’er the toil!

Give the stream of Education
Broader channel, bolder force;
Hurl the stones of Persecution
Out, where'er they block its course;
Seek for strength in self-exertion!
Work. and still have faith to wait;
Close the crooked gate of Fortune,
Make the road to honor straight!

Men are agents for the Future!
As they work, so ages win
Either harvest of advancement,
Or the products of their sin!

Follow out truwe cultivation,
Widen Education’s plan;
From the majesty of Nature
Teach the majesty of Man!

Take the spade of Perseverance,
Dig the field of Progress wide;
Every bar to true instruction
Carry ouf and cast aside;
#Feed the plant whose fruit is Wisdom,
Cleanse from crime the common sod;
So that from the throne of Heaven
It may bear the glance of God.

e

Translations of the Bible.

New York, Oct. 29, 1856.

To tae Evitor or THE MorMox—DEAR Sir:—
In looking over the colomus of the Tribune a

few days since, I observed the following para-

graph. viz.:— - : ‘

# sREVISION OF THE BinLe.'=Khe suhjént of | the Lord pl

the revision of the present English Translation of | the calf, whic

the Bible continues to receive considerable atten-

takes the weak things of the world to confound
!r the wisdom of the wise,’ and *T'hat no man knows
the things of Godgpexcept by the Spirit of Géd.’
' Hence it is nét by the wisdom obtained at semin-
‘aries or colleges, for that knows not God, neither
' his Word, or the true trauslation thereof. .

By referring to the scriptures, we find the fol-
lowing Books, quoted in the Old and New Testa-
ments, not to be found in the Bible, viz.:

¢Book of Wars of the Lord,® Num. xxi. 14,

¢Book of Jashery? Jush. x, 135 2 Sawm. 1. 17, 18,
« sBook of the Acts of Solomen,’ 1 Kings xi. 41,

¢Book of Samuel the Seer, and Nathan the Prophet, and
Gad the Seer,? 1 Chron, xxix. 29,

¢Begk of Abljal the Prophet and Vislon of Iddo the Seer,?

' !2 Chron. ix. 29,

¢Book of Shemeliah the Prophet, 2 Chron. xil. 16.

‘Book of the Story of the Prophet 1ddoy, 2 Chron. xI1if.
22. ’
¢Rook of Jehn,” 2Chron. xx. 81.

£The Story of the Book of the Kings,’ 2 Chron. xxiv. 27.

“The Book of the Acts of Uzziah,® 2 Chron. xxvl. 22,

The Acts of Mannasseh written among the Sayings of
the Seers,? 2 Chron. xxxiil. 18, 19.

‘The Lamentations of Israel W‘E written, but not to be
founds*? 2 Chrun, xxxv. 29,

¢The Prophecy of Urijahy® Jer, xxvi. 20.

¢First Xpistle to the Corinthians,? 1 Cor. v. 9,

f ¢Eplstle Concerning the Communon Salvation,” Jude 34 |

| verse, .
‘ ‘ Prophecy of Enoch,” Jude 14 v,
éMany Gospels,” Luke . 1, 2,

Here we have no less than seventeen Books re-
ferred to, of the writings of Seers and Prophets,
containing Gospels, &e., taken away and left out
by a corrupt church end uninspired men. We
ulso find some ridiculous grammatical errors, with
all their boasted erudition; a sample I will quote:
“And they heard the voice of the Lord God walk-
ing in the gurden,’ &c. Gan, iii. 8. Again: ‘And
ed the people because they made
Aaron made,? Ex. xxxii. 39; alse:
iSet Jesns en a colt and ass,” Mat. xxi. 7; like-
wise, Heb. vii. 3, where some ignorant translator

The New Testaraent was first trauslated by
Williamn Tyndall, A.D. 1526, but most ef the
copies were burned. In 1532, he, with his esso-
ciutes, finished the translating of the whole Bitle
(Apocraphy excepted); but it did not pleas»
Henry VIII, for soon after by had Tyndall
arrested und burnt as a heretie at the stake at
Flanders.

1n 1568, another edition appeared by Arch-
bishop Parker, culled the ‘Bishop’s Bible.” This
translation was used in the churches for forty
years; but one culled the ‘Geneva Bible® was used
in their houses,

King Jumes bore an inveterate hatred to both
translations, also to the Rhemish, or Douay Bible,
and appears was determined to have a trapslation
to suit himselfl; he, therefore, issued orders for a
new translation altogether; nccordingly fifty-four
‘learned men’ were uppointed, but forty-seven did
the work seven having died before they com-
menced, or else declined. In 1613 it was pub-
lished. Afier the publication all othertranslations
soon fell into disuse. The same order was ob-
served in compiling il as at the Couuncil of Trent;
but in deciding what books were canonical, the
Revelation of 5t. John was only retained by one
vote. James’s Epistle was only retained by one
vole also. It was considered by those ‘learned

' wherein James says: *Ye sce, then, how that by
works a man is justified, and not by faith only”?
Paul says: ‘It is not by works, but by grace aro

James's teachings, but Providence overruled, and
Jain:ies‘s Epistle and John's Revelation were com-
piled. -

hing James’ was a fair specimen of an ‘Estab-
lished Church.” He, like others of the present

| and leave out that which did not. Yet he was a
great man, having married and divorced three dif-

men’ that James’s teachings c¢lashed with Paul’s, |

ye saved.’ No doubt a lazy religion, one without
- works, suiting them best, they desired to leave out

day, wanted a Bible to conform to his own views, |

neglect of the peedy brings denungiation and sean-
dal upon the entire church; their display and affec-
tation cause laughter and demand reproach.

| Behold the “learned divine'’ in his drawing
room and at his feasts; great mirrors reach from
floor to ceiling; silken carpets lie beneath his feet;
marble mantles uphold the prefty toy and the
sitver candlestick; on massive tables is many a
bock with gilt-edged leaves, and cheir and sofa
are riclly soft.

The chiambers are arranged in elegan{ extrava-
gance for excessive comfort and prolonged repose.
The proprietor goes to his couch and sinks'far in-
to its down, congratulating himself upon being a
Christian. Witlieut, the frost i1s gathering, and
across the street a cheerless widow zits in a cheer-
less roown, on a box, close by her dyiug child.
| Bhe leans over it to see the anizdls bear it away.
| The “divine”® knows of her distress, but he has
“retired for the might.” To-morrow a wagon
will carry the dead child’s clay in a redwood cof-
fin to burial, while the *‘divine,” wrepped in bis
velvet dressing gown, is looking at the sad spec-
tacle from his plate glass window, never so much
as .ilitying the forlorn mother. |

here 1s destitution and sorrow, 4nd sickness
in the rear of his mansion, and to the right and
oft of him; but he scorns to extend reliet.

In the hospital the nnfortunate suffer, in the
| prison the fallen might be reclaimed, and poverty
and misfortune in all their ugly forms ery for aid
frmr; those whose offices should be solely to do
good,

Yel the “learned divine’’ believes that charity
is not worthy of hun and his exalted station. Be-
'hold him in his grand lLouse of ceremonies: he
stands and prays a prayer which does not rise
high enough to cause asingle thread of the spider’s
| web, swinging from the cornice, to vibrate, When

he has closed, in solemn insipidity, he begins a
i €peech on politics and ends with a classic allusion
| to the beauties of Paradise.

tion in Eogland. The London Times hus pub- | The extent to which this prostitution of elerieal

ferent wives during his life; was also ‘Head of a |

lished two long letters, by the ReviDr. Camming,
in the second of which {33 contrasts by extracts,
the authorized translation with the Douai or
Rheims versions, the Uuitarian Improved Testa-,

has made Paul to say that Melchizedee ‘was with-
out !“F“”’ mother, descent, beginning of days or
end of years.” Paul had noi the least reference
to Melchizedee, but the Priesthood, which he held:

meut and some of the recent issues of the

fer, in the next verse he says, *Now consider how

American Bivls Union, and concludes by l&ring,.ifgﬁ“l this man was,” &e. See also Gen. xiv, 18,

that besides displaying literary inferiority, the
Douai or Rheims ‘I'ranslation, is iuspired by a
Romish bias, the New Version of the American
Urion by a Baptist and Rationalistic biss, and
the ‘Improved Version’ by a Unitarian bias.”

By the foregoing we perceive that the religious
waorld of the present day are not satisfied with the
“Good old Bible,” for which they have had such
pretended reverence and veneration; but each
‘“popular sociely” must have a special Transla-
tion to suit themselves, adapted to their “iron
bound and. bigoted creeds’ and particular doc-
trines, thereby “‘wresting the Scriptures to their
own destruction.” Thus the Baptists, Unitari-
ans, and Presbyterians, must each huve an ‘Im-
proved Yersion,” each ‘autliorized® with the Rom-
ish Translation; one ‘biased with Romanism,’ |
another with the ‘Baptist bias,’ another with the |
fUnitarian bias,® &e.

Indeed the religious world at present, and for
cenlaries past might well dispense with three-
fourths of the present Bible (King James’s Traus-
latien) in addition to what they have elready
discarded, and then have a surplus, more than
they believe, or practice. The scriptures of the
Old Testament are of no use or benefit to them,
believing that they are sll fulfilled, that the Pro-

Look also at the centradictions. See Gen. xxii.
1: ‘God did tempt Abraham.” See James i 13;
‘God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempt-
eth he any man.’ Agnin, John viii. 14: “Though
I bear record of myself, yet my record is true.’
See John v. 31: “If I bear witness of myself, my
witness is not true.” Also, Acts ix. 7: ‘And the

men which journeyefl with him stood speechless, |

hearing @ voice, but seeing no man. See Acts
xxii. 9: ‘But they heard not the voice of him that
spoke to him.” Likewise, 2 Sam. xxiv. 1: ‘And
he (the Lord) moved David against them, to go
and number Israel and Judah.” See 1 Chron. xxi.
1: ‘And Satan stood up sgainst Israel, and pro-
voked David to number Israel,’ &e., all the fruits
of ‘this world’s wisdom.’

Here permit me to give a brief history of the
translation of the Bible, the compilations, &e.

The Seriptures at first were pure and plain,
written in Hebrew, on parchment, as the several
Seers, Patriarchs, and Prophets received them

frorp the Almighty; but it was a great elapse of | ¥

time before any portion of them were compiled.
They were handed down from the Fathers frem
the beginning to Abraham, he being a lawful heir
to the priesthood aud promises, ‘the Record fell
into his hands,” Containing an account of the

phecies conlsined therein will never come to pass
—that “The Canon of Seripture is full,” that

Plavet Kolob, the Celestial Residence, the Organi-

zation of Intelligences, Election of Greal and

God will never again speak from the Heavens to | Noble Spirits in the Eternal Werlds for God’s

man—ithat all we want in this enlightened ege, is | Rulers on the Eurth, Fall of Lucifer, and the

a small morsel of the History of what the ancient |
Saiuts received and enjoyed in the ‘dark ages,’ |
and which ‘now is done away, and no longer |
needed, in this enlightened age of Gospel liberty.?

Bat it is.not so with the gaiutu of God; liiay]
want all the truth that has been revealed, all that ‘
is being revealed, and all"that the Lord may see |
proper to reveal, and believe that the Bible duf:ﬂ!
not contain but a small portion of the truths and |
revelations of God to man. Bat, as the Prophet
Nephi in the Book of Mormon says: ‘That cor-
rapt and. sbominable Church, the whore of the
whole earth, has caused the most plain and pre-
cidus things to be taken away.’

We are the more ustn;?sheﬂ at the professing |
Christian clergy’s [utila &nd absurd proceedings,
wien we reflect that io their endeavors to militate
egaiust the Book of Mormon, or of God giving
uny more revelaution, they will refer to the saying
of John in the last chapter of Revelations: *If an
man shall add unto these things, G g shall add
uutlo him the plagues,” &e. ‘Aud if any man
shall take away from the words of ths Book of
this Prophecy, God shall take away his part out
of the Bock of Life,’ &e., hercby exposing their
consummate ignorance and imbecility. Joha had
reference to the ‘Book of this Prophecy,” or Re-|
velution, and nothing else. He was commanded
to write what he saw in a Book: see Rev. chap.i. |
Ilv.  'The curse also emphatically relates to!
“This Prophecy,” and does not prevent God '
from addivg, or giving as many more Revelstions
at any time. Fuarthermore Joha wrote his Gospel
long after he wrote his llevelations, but that did
not udd to it: man was not to add; neither was
the Revelaion compiled with other Scriptures,
uulil long after it was given. 3

« Hare 1 would inquire, in what situation is the
religious world, according to the foregoing? Have
they not udded their own notious and interpola-
tions of men to the Scriptures? Have they not
in their Trauslations ‘taken away the most plain

 spirits **wbich kept not their first estate,” Orzani-

zation of this Globe, Fall of Adam, Plan of
Salvation, Promise of the Only Begotien, @¢der
of the Priesthood, Celestial Astronomy, r
of Enoch, Noah, and the Flood, the first settle-
ment of the land of Egypt, Cause ef Idolatry,
Canaanites, &e., &e. _

After which it appears the ‘Records’ were taken
by the Jews inte Egypt, and when they were led
out by Moses, they carried what S¢riptures they
had along with them, and retained them (together
with others they received) and carried them to
Babylon in their eaptivity. After'their return
from_ the Babylonish captivity, Esdras (about 540
yeare B. C.) compiled the Scriptures of fhe Old
Testament so far as his day. ‘They wers written
in Chaldeaic, from the Hebrew, but not in chap-
ter or verse, {

The first velsion of the Septuagint was in

y | Greek, from the Chaldee, under the patronage of

Ptolomy Philadelphus. This translation is called
“Transiation of the Seventy,” because seventy
men of the most profound erudition were chosen
to assist in the translation. They, like Esdras,

(compiled their translation, without chapter or

verse,

The first division of the Seriptures into chap-
ters was mude by one Huga De Saneto, Cairo,
A.D. 1240, and anthor of the First Concordance
to the Bible. They were first compiled in verse
by Mordecai Nathan, a Jew, in A.D. 1445.

At the celebrated Council of Trent that was
held under Paul 3d, (and continued for twenty-
sessions) to take into consideration what books
the (uninspired) Council considered ‘canouical,’
the following named were. rejected, viz.: Book of
Enoch, 3d und 4th Books of Esdras, Apocraphy,
Apucraﬁhal New Testament, Epistle of St. Bar-
nubas, gistla of Paul to the Laodeceans, Revela-
tion of St. John, only as Apocraphal, Christ’s
Le:ter to Agabus, Epis.le of Paul to Seneca, &c.

The oldest translation of the Bible is-the Sama-

and precious things? Surely they have. How

L]

ritan; the author is not known; it only contains

2

Church built up by Henry VIII, a dissenter from
the Chureh of Rome, who had T'yndall burned at
the Stake,” married, divorced and beheaded six
different wives during his life, with other deeds 1
will not iusert here, but refer your readers to his-
tory.

'E:hﬁ Italian translation was made by a Mouk,
A.D. 1471; Spanish, 1500; Flemish, 1518; Welsh,
1536; Latin Valgate, 1540; Ethiopic, 1548; Per-
gian Penteteuch, 1557; Sclavonie, 1581; Polish,
1599; Tuwikish, 1721; Freneh, by Peter De Vaux,
Chief of the Waldenses, 1160; German—the most
auci=nt in that tongue is that of Uphilta, Bishop
of the Goths, A.D. 360. The Bengal translation
appeared about 1840; Chinese, about 1843; Gae-
lic, about the same time, &ec. =

Now, we have three more new translations of
the Scriptures—DBaptist, Presbyterian and Uanitar-
ian—all ‘biased,’ as Dr. Cumming says, to suit

tieir own creeds—translated by the wisdom of |

this world, without that Spirit by which they were
written. _O, ye Prophets, Patriarchs, and Apos-
tles of old; ye who lived in the ‘dark ages? ye
who spoke and wrete not by your own wisdoin,
or the world’s, ‘but as ye were moved upea by
the Holy Ghost:’ why did ye not live in this our
day of ‘gospel light and intelligence,’ and receive
our wisdon, und write by the precepts of men,
instead of the absurd idea of writing, speaking, or
transiating anything by the gift and power of
Ged? Surely the day has come, as Paul said,
‘when the people would not endure sound doe-
trine, but heap 10 themselves teachers having itch-
ing ears; .and they should turn their ears from the
truth unto fubles;” ‘always learning and never
able to come to the knowledge of the trath.’ Bat
thanks and praise be givem to Him who rules on
high and sways the“destinies of men; He has
spoken frem the heavens in these days, raised up
a Prophet, Seer and Revelator, who has, by con-
mandment and the aid of the Urimand Thummim,
and the power of inspiration, translated and
brought back and restored ‘the most plain and
precious thinge’ that have been taken away by
uninspired men, under the authority of a corrupt
and apostate church, so that the Saints of Latter
Days know, nnderstand and comprehend truth
from error, and the inepiration of the Almighty
from the wisdom of men.

W. 1. ArriEny.

The Secular Clergy. :

‘The wize man and the fool do not differ in

opinion respecting the legitimate duties of in-%

siractors in the requirements of divine law, yet
the teacher himself seems to be losing a khow-
ledge of what is proper in his calling, and is
strangely wandering from his province. Iuuta-
tion In its deep mysterious course meets, in the
latter days, with no impenetrable obstacle. 1t has
hastened through every sphere and is now sitting
upon the altar, beside the Bible, pointing so steadi-
ly at secular things that the eyes of the clergy
are turned that way and acquiring a fixedness of
gaze unbecoming ard irreligions.

Money, splendor, politics and frivolous formali-
 ty bave usurped the places of devotion, humility,
faith and Chrigtian philanthropy. We speak not
of the whole church, but refer merely to that favey
class of clergymen that reside in palatial mansions
arnd receive large salaries, and-whose business it
15 to read obscure, supeificial and powerless dis-
courses to the paste jewelry of society, who build
temples to aszemble in.once in seven days, for the
examination of-each other’s personal decora-
tions.
* These refined, effeminate and. fastidious clerks
in the ornamental g:r?el department, claim rank
in- communily aceording to the size, cost and

architectural style of the edifices wherein they

functions is brought in nearly every State of the

rrepublie, is astounding, and 3f it is to continue

the manufacture of agitation, sectionalism, love
of fashionable display, extreme worldliness, and
a forgeifulness of the precepts contained in the
golden rule, it will be wise te pull down eur tem-
ples and donate their ruins to decay while we are
sighing for the seasons when sin shuddered at the
preacher’s voice and misery fled at bis approach.
—[ Sacramenio Age. WA

The Nautilns, = ©

The Naulilus in external form is almost round,
or, a8 Senator Hale aptly termed it, ““a watey
balloon.”” It is about ten feet in diumeter, by
seven feel deep,and weighs ten tons. A pecu-
liarity, as compared with the old fashioned iving
bell, is that it enters from the top, a species of
iron trap door screws down when all are in, and
when the machine is ut the bottom, unother and
larger door opens in the buse, so us te proceed
with the works required. Condensed air is pro-
duced on board a vessel or on land, and. i¥ com-
muuicated to the Nautilus by an immensely
powerful hose formed of thick India’ rubber,
strong enough to withstand a pressute of 200 Ibs.
to the square inch; this is affixed to the top of
the machine, and communicated by valves inside
to the working and water chambers. _

After entering and closing (he top of the ma-
chine, water valves are opened, which cause the
Nautilus to sink; air is taken into the working
chamber until its density is equal to that
water without; the door of the botig
raiged in order to move upon the gr
operators step up@l the botlom sni
machine with them, or in current Way'
passing [som windlasses inside, effect the
movement. To lilt stone, a hook placed
bottom is aflixed to the stone, condensed
thea thrown into the water’ chambers,
water is expelled until the we

ightnf 1¢ stone is
overcome. It is then moved in any direction,
and, by the re-admission of water, is again de-
posited.

In oue of the experiments we saw performed,
a stone weighing five tons was lilted, moved hori-
zontally between twenty and thirty feet, and then
deposited. The time oceupied in going under
waler, bringing the stone to the surface (22 feet)
then moving, going down and depositing, return-
ing agaiy to the surface, was only nine and a half
minu'es. :

The Nautilus will lay 3.500 cubic feet of stone
per diem, at a cost of $35, being less, according
to the opinien of engineers, than the cost of the

same work on land. The average cost of sub-
marine consiructions is 1615 cents the cubit foot,
whilst with the Nautilus, as demonstrated yester-
day, it is but one cent. All other works are in
like proportion; the blasting of rocks may be
done by it as cheaply 2s in a quarry.

Its adaptability to the examination of ships’
bottoms, to determiue the necessity of docking
accorcing to the opiaion of Cuptain Comstock of
the Baltic will effsct the saging of hundreds of
thousands of dollars annnagi

Its utility in pearl, coral and spongs fishing was
remarkably demoustrated. A geatleman largely
engaged in pearl aperations in ﬂi’
thut there was. no limit to its value for that pur-
pose. Pearl shells may be gathered by it at the
rate of from {wo to three tons per day fo each
machine; this.has been prov-d by actual experi-
ment in Panama and California. Shells, accord-

‘ing to prices current, are worth from §156 to

600 a ton. | s
~ With regard to lifting submerged vessels, the

capacity of the pump demoustrates that the larg-
estclass of ships may be raised within three hours

after alt ichment is made.

acific observed




