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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

"iD the earth, but conveyed the correot
Idea of the bputore, character and
peraocality of God, Thus was Josepn’s
claioo of restorsr proved in thie partig-
ular, The jtrue knowledge off God
existed In anclent times, s denoled
by the Berlptares, man being made I n
His Image,snd Jesna belng the bright.
ness of the Father’s glory and the
express lmage of His person. The
kpowledge of the true God had heen
tost und was now reetored. (Mher
ecriptlural evidecces on the same polnt
Were given by lhe speaker, who ,eaid
the fact of the viaitatlon was sustained
by other accompanying facts, the truth
of which was apparent, ang therefore
the whole presentation wrs worthy o1
agceplanoe,

The rext treatment was dlrected to
‘tbhe angel Moronl, s Propuet wh! lived
©0n this continent about fitteen hunp.
dred yeais ago, He was the jast cue-

todian of the plaies oo which the ¢ ar.
aoters wWere engraved rrom which 1he
Book of Motmon was transiated., The
epesker delinested the prevalent jdea !
an ubgel—a being with wings atlacbed
to the aboulders and juvariahly of the
female sex, Mourout, however, was a
gennine scripiural angel, puch as was
described near tbe plose of the reve.
Jatjone of Ni. John. When the latter
woi abont to fall down at his feet and
“Worsblp bloo the sugel forbsde it, eay-
ing “Iam one of thy fellow servants
and of the Prophels who keen the
Jaw.”” Here then wasa fact accom-
penying that of tbe visltation, ertab.
lishing tne true ohsaracter of an anp-
-gel ¢ messcoger from God; apotner
eVidence qf the Testyraiive power pf
Joseph Bmith a5 su enuncistor ot lost
truth,

The speaker then torned bis aiten-
tlon to some of the announcements of
this meseepger; notahly that the
Prophet Elijab” would befere long ap-
pear apd bestow tue power and keys
necesssry for the turniog of the hearts
of the chlidren to the fathers, and the
bearle of the fathere totihe children,
He eptered fnto a detsiled explana-
tinn of this tealure of the work of God,
showiDg thal jt meant tbe carrying
of the presghing of the Gospel 1nto
the epirit world emong the dead, ang
tbhe performance of various ordipsnce
work for them by proxy. Hebpce tue
#roctlon by the Baiuts of holy temples
for edch purposes, The vieitatlon of
Elijay the Propoet vccurred In the
Kirtiand Terapie on April 3rd, 1836,
No buman power could have pro-
doced such & movemest among the
people az had since exleted in this
direction. It wae a verification of the
vigitation of BMoroni to Joseph thst
could not be reasopably dispated, and
vinuicated the Prophet’aclaim to befng
arestorer of divipe trutb,/among whioch
wae the WoIk for the redemptiou ot the
inbsabitants of the earth &8 a whale
-0d not merely of thoee who believed
in Christ in this life,

The epeaker thep made some points
on toce suthority of tbe Book of Mor-

ol 33 & reoord of soplent races
of the Awmellcsn oontinepi. He
#lg0 showed bow the nototious

Bpaulding story theory regarding the
origin of the Book of Mormon had
been exploded. He beld that the
autheuttoity of this visitation—one of
the fagis In which Mormoniem had Jta
orlgic—was fully evelalued by other

admitted traths assoclated with and
accompanyling it.

The vieftation of Jobo the Baptist
waa the pext original event consjdered
by the spesker. He showed how con-
sbetept it was that he who was lhe
foreranner of Christ at Hie Araet
advent eshould be among those who
ehonld teke part in qualifyiog
Hies rorerunner to prepare the way
for the second eppearapce of Lhe
Bon of Man, He bestcwed up-
on Joeepd Smith and Ollver Cow-
dery the Asronic Priesthood, which
bolde the keye of the minisiration of
apgele and of the Gospel of repent.
ance and of baptlem by immersion for
the remiesion of eipe. He showed that
this Priesthood could pot be on tne
earith at the time of this vlsitation, be-
cauee such a commiesslon could ouly be
conveyed by revelation from Gou, as
in the case of Aarov, and thls genera.
tion bad no beltef in fuch direct com-
munication, Hence the ooneistency
of the restorstion. SBimuillaneously
wlth this restorstiou of the Priesthood
came the deplaration ol the true mode
and object of haptlsm—immerslon, ot
burial, in water for the remieslon o!
sjne, Here are acoomjamylag acrlp-
tura) truths which bhad been losf sigh
of for generations, verifyinyg the genu-
1DecDardoier of Lhis angelio vieitatiou,

The copslatency of the visilation ol
Peter, James snu Jobn was nextdwelt
upon. Those apgelio messenyers be-
stowed npon Joseph Smith sod Qliver
Cowdery the Melchisedek Priestbood,
which bolus the keys of ail epiritus)
bleseings, including the laying on o!
handa for the imparting ot the Holy
Gheet, Piol zeserts that those who
kold tbls power are smbaesadors for
Jetus Christ; If this be the osae, ail
whu are not really commissioned of ihe
Lord, who act 1a His name, are
oslirpers, and it must bhe a serlous
cfime to fraudalently personste an
amhbaeeador of the King of Ekioge.
Earthly potentates ayd governments
wouid so regard 8 )f any pretenders
should undertake to Fepresent tnem
without heving been tu'horized and
comroigsiores.

This generation
depoe of the yepnineness of the
restoration of tbis power toap
wua poesessed In regard to Christianity
»8 originally founded and estahiished.
The evidence sustaining the latter
céme down fromd & distant age in the
form of writings, In regard to tbe
ialter-day restoration Lhere wer:
scores of tbousande of people now liv-
ing who declared they bad receiveu
Lhe Holy Gaost through tne migtstra-
Uou of men who cfficiated under the

bad more evi.

authority resiofed thrfough the tacy of,

this vieltation, The testimony of theas
people ruzhl to have great welght, the
witne:ees helng wortby of belief oun
ROy subject,

The concluding genersl fact treated
by the epeaker was the organizitjon uf
the Charoh o! Jerms Chbrist jo this
asy, with all the powers, gifle, ofticers
apd uolstivotive fgulores which be.
lunged to the primitive Church, wilh
Aposties at the head. He dweit for
some time upon tbis part of his die.
course, and closed by expressing tbe
tiope that he had, with the help of
Go, surceeded In ebowing frum a
religieus standpolnt that the fapls in
which Mormonism bad ite origin were
worlthy of acosptauce,

A
AN OPINION RENDERED,

The aitorney general sent the I'ollc:ﬁ,
ing communicatiop to the Leghalamir
today: e

Ladies and Gentlemen—I have bl
me Senate cencurrentfesolutionNg, Lre. !
questing an opinfob from this offigy *,,
to the applicability of sectiop § artohy
16, of the Constituilon to the employes’.
the S‘ate prison,” i

This section provides '‘elght hoy,
shall constitute a day's work op i
works or undeneakimigs parried gy ;
aided hy the Siate, conbiy, or munjgipy
governments; nnd the Legislatare ghyy
pass laws to provide for the health 5;3
safely of employes in faciories, Soueltaly
abd mines,* g

The articie ot which this is a I
is entitled *“Labor,” and the wargq. '
provisious thereof relate to this BUbjey|
matter, ° Ty

What was intended by the use gf @“
words *works or ubdertakipgs® 7
*work™ becomes jmporiant, a3 Upon (g
8e0eé 1o which these words wefe ny:
by the framers of Lhe Constitution, iny,
depand largely the interpretation or
stroction whloh must be placed upon lhfh
section. Let o consider them separatyld
First, as to the words **works or uud:i

lakinﬁs." Do they mean the ordin
pursuit of buriness carried oo hy 8§y
coubdty end munbicipal officers ln the gjg.
charge ‘of official dutles in the wvarig,
departmentsand ipstitutions of the Sy
It s0, should all officer= and employuﬁi
the Siste, county and munivipal goves:
men:s be included as comiug Wwithin
purvioew of this sectiou? Or do the targ.
“works orupdertaklugs,” as used jnth§
séclion, mean aDy enterprise of a dlayy
cuaracier, as distinguished trom '
ordinary pureuiln of officers and e
ployes,which are pecessary L0 Lhe prop
dispharge of governmental funoig
such, for instance, as Lhe erection uf::%

Lo buildings, the cobstruciiob of regd
voire for the improvement of Statsl
ar of roade, canals or harbors, and anf
other works or undertakipgs of &
similar character?
The guestiop raised by the resoclution
abstruse, and difficnlt of determinatig
It ia a question difficult of satiefagtyry;
investigation, because of 8 total absegs b
of judicial determination of almilar gog?!
atitutional provislons io other ata'
However, after a as eareful an exami
tion as I have bean able to give the sgh
ject, I am iootined to the opluion & ‘.t
the lalier was intepded, and that s
interpretation Or constrooction whj
would Include the former would do v
lence to the legal signlficance of th
terme, Under subdivielon 3 of zecyy
3 of the eame article, we find: ®
Legislature shall prohibit * ® & &
(3} the labor of vonvicts outside prisy
grounde, except ob public works asde’
the direct control of the State.” 'rm{.w
clesrly contemplates tbat the Bratemay:
and ip all probabillty will, engagefs
*works of ubDdertakings'' of a publls;
character; thatft will have direot contm
of them, and except as Lo such work
tho lahor conviels shall not be emplop’
outslde of the prison groonda, ;
The phrase bere nsed, “Eublic works,"
ip my opiniou, conveys the meaningu
the phrasp used in section 6, supmj
“works or undertakioga earried opo!
aided by tbe State,” etc. In otber word,
it the words *public works or under
takipgs'" bad Leep ured in section 6, ihe |
word *puhlic’ would have couveyed th
same meaning as the words *‘carried ui

or aided by the Siaie’’ now convey. I
therefore follows, that the publig wor
atluded to in subdivislon 3 of section]
relers to eDlerprisas or urderiakings oy
busir.ess gharacter, auch as the Stale ma
lawfully ebgape In with a view of sf
vapncing its material interests, or thosd



