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THE RECENT CONFERENCE.

THE General Conference which
olosed on Qotober 8th was, in some of
ita features, one of the most extra-
ordinary gatherings of ita class ever
held since the organization of the
Church over sixty years since. It
is aiso, we believe, estimated by the
great majority of the Saints who at-
tended it, to be one of the best they
ever participated in. The teachings
were excellent, and if lived uifto,
the people will bLe elevated to
a higher religious plane than they
huve ever occupied, ansi the work
of God will go furward with re-
newed impetus.

Among the leading themes were:

The pDecessity of the heads of
families arranglog their dotoestic
circles in order, according to the
law of the Lord, and expuunging
iniquity frum their homes.

The importance of maintaining
the quurums of the Priesthood in
full organization and’in constant
activity in the performance of the
dulies belonging thereto, every man
operating in his own place and call-
ing.

The elitnivation freen the hearts
of the Baiuts of all ill-feeling
toward each othur.

Keeping free from debt and matn-
taining an hunorable course regard-
ing all monstary obligations.

Proper eucution and training of
the young, and grading the youth
in the duties and calling, of the
Priesthood.

The pecessity of louking forward
to the coeming of the Lord. but,
while observing the signs of the
time, to be careful not to set dates

for the fulfilment of the predic-]

tions of the Prophets.

The importance of the same marked
oolty which exists among the
chief nuthorities of the Church be-
log diffused: throughout the entire
ramifications of the budy-religious,
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that the power of God may lncrea.sel “Under its system of government

amony the Saints.

One of the most urgent poiuts io-
nisted sipon was the need of faith to
enable the Saints to keep the chun-
nel of communication open between
themselves and the heavens, that
they may not be deceived. When-
everany individual officer or mem-
her of the Church i8 perplexed in
relation to any position taken. he
ean, 1f he has not blocked the Bpirit
of revelation in his own breast, ob-
tain n living witness on the subject,
which will dispel every shadow of
doubt from his mind. and make
every prublem clear as the sun at
poonday. This ls the rock upon
which every Baint should build.
It is the hasla of salvation, and the
safeguard ngainst deception.

The manifestation of power and
peace to the faithful Bainta dur-
ing Conference was unmistake-

able. This constituted a gen-
eral testimony that the pro-
ceedings had " the weal of Di-

vine acceptance. Had the business
transacted not been according ‘to
the mind of the Lord,no such peace
and illumination would have been
present. This Spirit was, If there
were any difference in the extent of
it at any one meeting, most abund-
antly present on Sunday forenocon,
when the anthorities were sustained
by vote and the manifesto accepted
by the assemblage. [f there be
those who are yet in any condition
of doubt in regard to the business
"done, let them apply the principle
which ‘should be in operation
in the life of every Saint;
fet them seek in huimble sincerity
to the Lord for light. If they are
living aright they will obtain it, for
God is no respecter of persons, only
requiring the requisite conditions to
be complied with. This is no
chimera, a8 the faithful Baints gen-
erally know, bnt a positive reality,
having been verlfied in many of the
experiences of the true disciples of
Christ in these days.

The effects of the late Conference
will be felt throughent the Chureh,
lo an increase of union, faith anpd
brotherly love,

THE GOVERNOR IN A DILEMMA.

THE report of Governor Thomsas
to tlie Secretary of the Iuterior has
been published in the ‘*Liberal®
organ. [t Iz dated November 9th,
and contatns considernble matter in
reference to the ‘““Morinons.” We
do not propore just now to take up
these several items but will make
ong quotation, It jn this;

the Church bas but one wu‘v) of defin-
Ing its positlon, and that is by a pnblie
daeclaration eithe: from the head oflthe
Church addressed to the people, or hy
the action of the people In conference
assembled. No such declaration has
besn made, nor action taken, and
probably never will be. There is no
reason 1o believe that ang earthly
power ean extort from the Church any
such declaration.

“It may be iruthfully said that the-
Church has determined that, if polyg-
amy is to be uprooted, the govern-—
ment must perform that task, as it
will never do on lts own part any
action that will indicate an abandon-
ment of polygamy.” :

1t will be seen that Governor
Thomas was a little tos ‘“previcus*?
for his ow n consistency and hisown
ambition. The vbject of his efforts
is clearly revealed im his recom.
mendation,that Congress shall place
in the hamls of the Governor the
power to appoint logal offices now In
the gift of the people, thus making
him dictator and giviug him the
official control of all the counties jn =
the Territory.. To excuse this he
makes a pretext of the old cry of,
polygamy. Andto show that thereis
1 likelihoad of its cessation he uses
the language we have quoted,

But unfortunately for the Gover-

nor’s scheme and misrepresen.
tatione, ‘‘the head of the
Chureh? did make s publie

decluration?’ that the Governor al-

legenl wo ‘-earthly power* could
tipxtort.” What was the Gover-

par’s course when the very declar. °
ation he said would be the proper
way for the Church to define its -
position was made and given to the -
public? Did he frankly admit he

was mistaken in saying it would ot

be made, or accept it in the apirit i

which it was offerad? No. But .
a mean snid contemptible way, by

having publisheid a pretended i?'r-
view, he declared that the Very -
means which he had alleged was
the proper thing to dq was ‘‘not the

usual chaponel,’? and cast & donbt on

its vffect, and queried whether any -
opinion or proclamation would be:
effective “wo long as the Mormons

helieve? thus aml so,

Hé also added the announcement
that. ©The semi-annual Conference’
‘of the Chorch will soon be held,
which has the power to place the
Church on record in unambiguous
language.?’ TheConference has con--
vened, the Church has placed itself
oun record, and now will the Gover-
por get himaelf interviewed sgain, -
atut tell the press that both the,
methods which he declared were”
the “‘only way wherchy the Chureh
could define its position, have
been followed and that his predic-



