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ADDRESS1 THEphiladelphia convention
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totd the people of the united states
having met in conventionconvention at the city

of philadelphia inin the state of penn-
sylvania this lath day of august 1860
as representatives of the people in allailaff
sections and from all the states and
territories of the union to consult
upon the condition and wants of our
common country we address to you
this deeldecideclaration of our principles and
of the political purposepurposes9 we seek to pro-
mote

since the meeting of the last nation-
al convention in the year 1660 events
have occurred which have changed the
character of our internal politics and
given the united states a new place
among the nations of the earth our
government hashag passed through the
vicissitudes and perils of a civil war
which though mainly sectional in its
character hashils nevertheless decided po-
litical differences that from the very
beginning of the government had
threatened the unity of our national
existence and has left its impress deep
and ineffaceable upon all the interests
sentiments and the destiny of the re-
public while it hashag inflicted upon the
whole country severe losses in life and
in property and has imposed burtrensbur
which must weigh on its resources for
generationsenerations to come it has developed aagreeagree of national courage in the pres-
ence of national dangers a capacity for
military organization and achievement
and a devotion on the part of the people
to the form of government which they
have ordained andandioto ththeei principles of
liberty which that government was de-
signed to promote which must confirm
the confidence of the nation in the per-
petuity of ltits republican institutions
and command the respect of the civiliz-
ed world

likemike all great contests which rouse
the passions and test the endurance of
nations this war has given new scope
to the ambition of political partpartiesles audand
fresh impulse to the plans of innova-tion

innova-
tion and reform amidst the ehachachaosOs of
conflicting sentiments inseparable from
such an era while the public heart is
keenly alive fo all the passions that can
sway public judgment and efieeffectact pub-
lic action while the wounds of war are
still fresh and bleeding on erthereither side
landkandan d fears for the future take gunjunjust pro-
portions from the memories and resent
mentsnen ts of the past it is a difficult hutbut
imperative duty whichwhich on your behalf
we who are here assembled havelave under-
taken to perform

for the first time after sixsiv longiong yearsyeara
ofbf alienation and connconfconflictliet we have come
totogetherether from every state and every
section of our land as citizens of our
common country under that flag the
symbol again of our common glory to
consult together how bestlest to cementcerneant
aadrd perpetuate that union which is
agagainainalni the object of our common love

J and thus secure the blebieblessingssings of liberty
to ourselves and our posterity in the
first placereplace we invoke you to remember
always and everywhere that the war is
endedtended andaud that the nation is again at
pacedlce the spirit of contendingcontencontendingdindiu arms

iioilono longer asassailsalisailsalls the shudderingshudderinj heart
of the republic the insurrection
agagainstadinst the susupremePreme authority of the
nationna on has been suppressed i and that
authority hashis been again acknowledgedvyby word and act in every state and by
every citizen within its jurisdiction
we are no longer required or permitted
to regard or treat each other as enemies
notNotoniyonlytonly have acts of war been discon-
tinued audand the weapons of war laid
asideiad bulbutDutiaa state of war no longer ex-
ists and the sentiments the passions

anaandaha the relations of war have no longer
lawful or rightful place anywhere

3 throughoutghost our broad domain we are
again the people of the united states
fellow citizens of one country bound
by the duties and obligations of a com-
mon patriotism and having neither
rights nor interests apart from a com-
mon destiny

the duties that devolve upon us now
are again the duties of peace and no
longer the duties of war weW have as-
sembleds here to take counsel concern
ing the interests of peace to decide how
we may most wisely and effectually
heal the wounds barbas made and per-

petuate the benefits it has securedlured and
0o the blessings which under a wisekise and

bednibenignjgn providence have sprung up in
itslisS fiery track this is the coirwork not
of passion but of calm and sober judg
ment not of resentment for past offen-
ses prolonged beyond the limits which
justice and reason prescribe but of lib
eral statesstatesmanshipstatesmen shipip which tolerates what
itft cannotcanoot prevententfut andalid builds its plans

and its hopes for fahe fufuturetuie ratherrather agonunionurion
a community of interest than uponupon dis-
trust

is
and the weapons of force

secondly jnin the next place we call
upon you to recognize in their full sig-
nificanceance and accept with all their legit-
imate bonconsequencessequences the political results
of the virjustvarjust closed in ttwow0 most im-
portant particulars the victory hehlachievedeved
by the national government has been
final and decisive first it has estab-
lished beyond all furtherfarther controversy
and bybythethe highest of all human sanc-
tions the absolute supremacy of the
national government asds defined andandi
lunsted by the constitution and the per-
manent integrity andland indissolubility of
national unionunida as a necessary conse-
quence and secondly
finally and forever totb the existence 01of
slavery upon the sailorsoilsoli or within the jju-
risdiction

U
ris ofor the united states both
these points became directly involved
in the contest and the controversy upon
both was ended absolutely and finally
by the result

inlri the third we deem it of the
utmost importance that the real charac-
ter of the war and the victory by which
it was closed should be accurately kin-
der

un-
derstoodderstood the war was carried on by
the government of the united states in
the maintenance of its own authorityauthority
and in defence of its own existence botboth
of which were menaced by the insurrec-
tion which it sought to suppress the
suppression of that insurrection accom-
plished that result the government
of the united states maintained by force
of arms the supreme authority over all
the territories and over all the states
and people within its jurisdiction whichn hiebhleb
the constitution confers upon it betit
acquires thereby no new power no en-
larged jurisdiction nonoughtsrights either of
territorial possessionos ssibn or of civil author-
ity gdnewhich it did notn0t possess before the
rebellion broke out all the rightful
power it can ever possess is that which
is conferred upon it either in express
terms or by the fairest necessary impimnimpli-
cation

11I1
cationg by the constitution of the uni-
ted states it was that power and that
authority which the rebellion sought to
overthrow the victory af the federal
arms was simply the defeat of that at-
tempt

thethee government of the united states
acted throughout the war on the lenmen
sive it sought only to hold possession
bf what was already its own neither
the war nor the victory by which it waswar
closed changed in any way the consti-
tution odtheof he united states the war
was carried on by virtue of its provis-
ions and under the limitations which
they prescribe and thethin resultlofJbf the war
did not eitherelther enlarge abridge drinor in ananyy
way change or affect the powers it con-
fers upon the federal government or
release that government from the res-
trictions which it has imposed theconstitution of the united states isig to-
dayday precisepreciselyilyvly as it was before thythee war
the supreme law of the land anything
in the constitution of laws of any state
to the contrary notwithstanding and
todayto day also precisely as before the warivar
all powerspowers not conferred bytheby the consti-
tution upon the general government
nor prohibited by it to the states are
reserved by the several states or to the
peopeoplele thereofMsthis position is vindicated not only
by the essential nature of our govern-
ment and the languageA and spirit of the
constitution but tyby all the acts and ianiau
guage olourofour government in all its de-
partmentspartments and at all times from the
outbreak of the rebellion tolo its final
overthrow in every message and proc

of the executive it was imin
implicitlyIppI1licitlyiditly declared that the solerole object
anand purpose of the war was to maintain
the aauthoritypi

of the constitution andund
to preserve the integrity ofor the union
and congress more thianthan once reiteratedreiterated
this solemn declaration and added the
assurance that whenever this object
should be attained should cease
and all the statesstate should retain their
equal rights aridand dignity unimpaired
and it is only since the varwaryar wasas closed
thalotherlothen rights havehave been assertedassirted on
behalf efof one ddepartmentpartment of the gen-
eral governmentgovernment
r ifit hashay been proclaimed by congress
that in addition to thetho powers conferred
upon it by the constitution I1 the federalgovernment may nov claim over the
states the territory and thehe people in-
volved in insurrection thwee rights of
war the conquest and of con-
fiscationfiscation the right to abrogate all ex-
isting governmentsgovernmentsinin those states and
to makema laslaws to subject the territory
conquered and its inhabitants to such
lawsjaws regulations and deprivations as
thehe legislative department of the gov

may see fit to impose under
this broad and sweeping claim that
clause of the constitution which pro
vides that no state bhailshall without its
consentt be deprivedepriveddofof its equal iliffsuffragerage

I1inn the sesenatenkteite oftodthee united states has
bebeenen anannulled and ten states have been
refused representation altogether in both
branchesbranche9 of the federal congress and
the congress in which only a partapart of
the states and of the people of thetho union
are represented has assertassertedbd the right
thus to exclude the rest fromfront representsrepresent
atlon and from allsharebhare in making their
own laws or choosing their own rulers
until they comply with such conditions
and perperformformaforta such acts as this congress
thusthu composed may prescribe

that right has not only beenbeem asserted
but is has been exercised and is practi-
cally enforced at the present time noror
does it nindfind any support in the theory
that the statesstated thus excluded are in re-
bellion against the government1 overn ment and
are therefore Pprecludedpreclude d from sharing
its authority rheyfI1heythey are not thus inlelIEL re
bellion they are one and all in ahan
attitudeattiattl tudo of loyalty toward the govern-
ment and of sworn allegiance to the
constitution of the united stated inrn
aono one of them is there the slightest in-
dicationdi of resistance to this authority
orbr the slightest protest agaagainstdinst its just
and binding obligations this condi-
tion of renewed loyaloyaltyI1ty hasbas been off-
icially recognized by tthe11 e solemn procla-
mation of the execlexecutivetivelve department
the laws of the unitedunited states have been
extended by congress over all these
states and the people thereof the federal
courtscoults have been reopened and federal
taxes imposed and leviefflevied and in every
respect except that they are denied re-
presentation in congress and in the
electoral college the states once in re-
bellion are recognized as holding the
same position as owing the same obli-
gations and subject to the same duties
as the other states of our common
union

it seems to us in the exercise 0off fhethehe
calmest and most candid judgment we
can bring to the suhsubsubjectleetjeet that no claim
so enforced involves so fatal an over-
throw of the authority of the constitu-
tion and is as complete a destruction of
the government and the union as that
which was sought to be effectedeffectedbyeibyby the
states and people in armed insurrection
against them both it carnotcannot escape
observation that the power thus assert-
ed to exclude certain states from repre-
sentationsen tation is made to rest wholly in the
will and discretion of the congress that
asserasserts ic it is not made to depend up-
on ansany specified conditions or circum-
stances I1 nor tobeto be subject to any rules or
reregulation whatever the nightright assert-
ed and exercised isig absolute without
qualification oj restriction it is not
confined to the states in rebellion nor
to the states tha rebelled it is the
right of any congress in formal pos-
session 0off the legislative authority to
exclude any state or states and any por-
tion of people thereof atstanyany time from
representation inin congress and the elec-
toral college at its own discretion and
until they shallshail perform such acts and
eorcorcomply withiirth such conditions asis it may
dictate

obviously the reasons for such ex-
clusioncl being wholly witmitwithouthOlIt diserne
tion congress may change them as
congress itself shall change one con-
gress may exclude a state from all share
of government for one reason and that
reason may be removed and the next
congress1 ress may exclude it for another
one state may be excluded on one
ground today and another may be ex-
cluded on an opposite ground tomorrow
northern may exclude
southern states from one congresscohCoLgress thetl
aseendenesdency of western or southern in

or of both combined may ex
cluciucloaee northern or eastern states from
the next

improbable as such assertionsassertion9 mamay
seem the establishment of the principle
now asserted and acted upon by conon
gress willwiil render them by no means im-
possible the character and indeed the
very existence of congress and the
union is thus made dependent solely
and entirely upon the partyarty and the
sectional exigencies anand forbearancesforbearances
of the hour we need not stop to show
that such action not only finds no war-
rant in the constitution but is at war
with every principle of our government
and with the very existence of free in-
stitutions it is indeed the identical
practice which has rendered fruitless
all attempts hitherto to establish and
maintain free governments in mexico
and the states of south america
party necessities assert themselves
as superior to the fundamental law
which is set aside in zerecklessekless Oedobediencelence
to their behestsbehestabehests stability whether in
the exercise of power in the adminis

of the government or in the
enjoyment of rights becomes
eleandand the conflicts of party which
under constitutional government arare
he condition and means of political 1

progress are merged in the conflicts of

arms to Awhich they directly orindirect
ly tend

etwas against this peril so conspicu-
ous and so fatal to all free governments
that our constitution was inteliintendedded es-
peciallypeelallyaily to provide not states
but the very existence of the govern-
ment is made by its provisions tolo de-
pend upon thethe right and the fact of
representation the congress upon
which is conferred all the legislative
power of the national government
consists of two branches the senate and
house of representatives whose joint
concurrence or assent is essential to thetho
validity of any law of these the
house of representatives says the con-
stitutionution ararticlebicle isilet section26 shall be
composed of membersmembers chosen every
seesecondnd year by the peoplecople of the several
states not only is tthee rfright of represent
tationdation thus recognized as possessed by
all the states and byy every state with-
out restriction qualification or condi-
tion of any kind but the duty of choos-
ing representatives is imposed upon the
peopeoplele 0of eaeach anand every state alikealik 1

witwithoutout distinction or authority foto
make distinctions among themthein for any
reason or upon any ground whatever
and in the senate so careful is the con-
stitutionution to secure to every state this
right of representation it is expressly
provided that no state shall without
its consent be deprived of its equal suf-
frage in that body even by an amend-
ment of thatho constitution itself when
therefore any state is excluded from
such representation not only is a right
of a state denied but the constitutional
integrity of the senate is impaired and
the validity of the government itself
is brought in question

congress at the present moment thus
1

exexcludesbludes frofromin rerepresentationpresen fatiori in both
branches ten states of the union deny-

ing them allnil share in the enactment of
the laws by which they are to be govern-
ed and all participation in the election
of the rulers by which those jawslaws are to
be enforced in other words a congress
in which only twenty six states areaxe re-
presented claim the right to govern
absolutely and in its own discretion aliall
the thirty six states which compose the
unionunton to make their jawslaws and choose
their rulers and to exclude the other
ten from all share in their own govern
ment until it saw fit to admit them
thereto what is there totb distinguish
the power thus assertassertedled and exercised
from the most absolute and intolerable
tyranny I1

fourafourth nor do these extravagant
and unjust claims on the martofpart of con-
gress to powers and authority never
conferred on the government by the
constitution find any warrant in the
ararguments or excuses urged on their be-
halfhaif it is alleged that these staterstatesstates
by the act of rebellion and by voluntari-
ly withdrawing their members from
congress forfeited their right of re-
presentationpresen tation and that they can 0only
receive it again at the hands of the
supreme legislative auitatitauthorityhority of the
government on its own terms and at
its own discretion if representation
in congress and participation I1inn the
government were simply privileges con-
ferred and heidheldheldryby favor this statement
might have the merit of plausibility
but representation is under the con-
stitutionution not only expressly recognized
as a right but it is imposed as a duty
and it is essential in both aspects to
the existence of the government and to
the maintainaneeance of its authority

in free governments fundamental
and essential rights cannot be forfeited
except against individuals by dueduo pro-
cess of law nor can constitutional duties
and obligations be discarded or laid
aside the enjoyment rightstightsof may be
for 4 timetimed suspended by a failure to
claim them and duties may be evaded
by refusal to perform them the with-
drawal of their niemmembersers from congress
by the states which resisted the general
government was among their acts of
insurrection was one of the means and
agencies by which they sought to im-
pair the authority and defeat the action
of the government and that act was
annulled andaud rendered voidvold when thothe
insurrection itself wasvas suppressed
neither the right of representation nor
the duty to be represented waswash the least
impaired by the fact of insurrection but
it mayway have been that hyby reason of in-
surrectionstir the conditions on which the
enjoyment of that right and the per-
formanceformaucemance of that duty for the time de-
pended could not be fulfilled this waswag
the case an Jninsurgent power in the
exercise of usurped and unlawful au-
thoritythority had prohibited within the ter-
ritory under rishis control that allegiance
to the constitution and lanys of the 4

united states which is made by that
fundamental law the essential condition
of representation in itsUs govgovernmenternment

no man within the insurgent states
vasanswas allowed to taketahe the oathbath to support


