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emlnently satisfactory for the condj-
tlons of tbat day, and wete the blstory
of that bygone period to be lived over
again, no better legislation for the
time could be eflected. But aethe
gircumstances have changed there also
js & chanee required in some provislons
of the law, :

Butitis notalone these comparatively
ancient statutes that require mttention
from the eolons the coming winter.
There Bre some laws which have been
frequentiy changed in their provisions
which should be again made the sub-
ject of alteration. Amoong these are
the atatutes beating upon the collection
of taxes.

A special feature of these that is
brougbt forward by present conditions
ja the provision which governsinthe
matier of pelling property for taxes.
In toe more populous sections of the
Territory these aales will thia year
reach D immense number, and in
many instances they are brought about
through ocircumstances which the
property owner could not control. By
the misfortuné of 8 genetal depression
in businegamany & putse has become
too empty to satisly the tax st even
at the risk of losing the property
asserged,

The matter of coets in these pales
should not be passed by lightly by an.
other Logislature. The fee billnow In
foree in this respect was ygood
enough for yearas ago, when gales of
property for tnzes were few and far be-
tween. But with the presentextensive
list in the more thickly settied parts of
the Territory a continuance of the
present law regulating the costaon tax
sales would be nothing less than rob-
bery., Thse extira expenses therein im-
pueed nre under present circnmstances
simply extortionate. They should be
cut down to at most one-fourth of the
present figutre; for ordinary tax sales 1l
ebouid be reduced to an aggregate, of
$1.50 or at most 32 for each sale.
W here the law now permils different
lots, contiguous to each other, to be
gold separately, there shouid be & pro-
vision tbat & parcel of lots 1o one tract
should be subject, in the ocollection of

taxes, to one smle for the whole
number owned by oDe person.
For 1ipstascce, &' recent practice

ia the selling of *‘additions?’ in lots
twently-five test in width. Wherea
person hus bought three of these lots
and erected s house thirty feet wide in
the center of the (ract, each lot con-
taine a part of his residence. In a sale
for taxes these (hree lote c¢an be sold
separately, though they staupd in one
person’s name on the records aud the
taxes 8l] become delinquent on the
game date, Tbus tbe owner is sube
jeoted to three thines the expense Lhat
justly bhe shonld be put to. In such
cmses B single sale should be made
sufficient.

Ir some of the stales the question of
selling property for taxes is receiving
agitation, and a plany unadopted as
yet, whiob receives much favorable
comment, 13 as follows: Thal sales
of the property shall pot be
made Bs at present when the taxes be-
come delingquent, but that the pur-
chase should be by the county and a
reasonable cost be assessed againat the
property, The owner has two years to
make redemption which, however,
muet come in ope of three periods,
sl the following terms: Elght monthe

after the rale, on payment of taxes and
costs mnd fifteen per ceut interest
thereon; sixteen montbs after, with
interest raised to thirty-five per cent;
two years after, with added interest of
fifty per cent of taxes and costs. If the
redemption is not effecied at the
expiration of two years the prop-
erty is disposed of at pub-
iic gale, Under such & plan the
first year of ite inauguration wouid
entall A burden on the oounty,-but
after that, with the redemptions and
sales, it would become a paying invest-
inent and yet be much esrier than at
present on the wunfortunate owner
whoge property passes into other hands
temporatlly in defaull of taxes,

To ndopt the foregoing plan befotre
its trial by sintesa that are jn a better
position to make the test than Utah is,
might be unwise. Btill, it iz s good
thing to consider and discuss any
proposition that gives promies of im-
provement in method. But the matter
of reducing the cost of tax cales is one
tbat Jemands the prompt and efleotive
attention of the legislators.

A NOTABLE CHARACTER GONE.

The death of Willlam T. Coleman, of
Ban Francieco, on the 22nd inst., re.
moves from this stage of existence a
notable ¢haracter in some of the moat
rematkable events in the history of
Calitornia, Untll about five years ago
he was known ae B metchant prince in
the Golden State. The amount w
wealth he controlled was almost un-
known. Inl888 be speculated in min-
ing enterprizes till he was unable Lo
make botb ends m=et and the finaneial
orash came. Sincve that time be has
been endeavoring to dlscharge ail his
linbilities,

Mr, Coleman never held political
office of preminence, though he wag
mentioned in 1888 by Calitornians as
an  available Democratio candidate
for the Presidency. He was born
in Kentuocky, February 29, 1824, and
in 1849 went to CUalitornia. In
1850 he was in business Iin Ban

Frapeisco, sny when the criminal
element thete bade defiapce to
law and order, he wne ohosen

chairman of the f‘committee of thir-
teen,’? the famous *‘vigilance com.
mittee’® whose radioal enforcement of
measutes agalnst crimipals brought
guiet to that section of the country.
When, in 1866, the lawlees element
again became turbulent and deflant,
and robberies and murders were of
daily occurrence, the citizens came
forward once more with their vigilance
committees and W. T. Coleman at its
bead. Bummary punishment was in-
flicted on oftenders by a coutt oot in-
stituted under forms of law. How the
proceedings were justified in each cnse
can be told only by those fully con-
versant with the circumstances,ut the
edigts promulgated and the sentences
carried out restored orden and made
life and properiy safe. .

From that time, Mr. Coleman prose-
cuted his business with great sucoess
until the time of the Iailure. Then m
few months’ unfortuuate speculation
swepl his all from him. There was
one occaston, in 1887-8, when he was
agaln called to head a citizens’ move-
ment, This was during the labor
troubles and anti-Chlpese riote. The

““committee of safety?” was maintalned
during that period, with Mr. Coleman
a8 chief, and though it did not proceed
to aclion me on former oocasions, its
orgnnization no doubt had a salutary
effect on lawbreakers from the recorg
of its former way of summary deal-
inga.

The body of Mr. Coleman will not,
however, rest in the stale whose hje.
tory is Iincomplete witbout frequent
tefetence to him. Funeral servicea
were held on Saturday, the 25th, and
tbe remains were temporatily placed
in & vault at Laurel Hil
cemetery, San Franclsco,. From
there they will be removed In A few
daye snd taken to 8t. Louis, the
home of his boyhood, and be plaged be.
side hia father, whose deatb oc¢curred
whben young Coleman was nine years
of age, and whuse body Dow occuples
a place in the beautiful Bellefontalne
cemetery.

WORKING THE INCOME AAX.

Thomas G. Shearman covers three
columnps of the New York Worid with
nonpatell in proving the beauties and

excelisnce of an Income fax for the
purpose of revenue,and closes by show-
ing beyond peradventure that al] ex.-
pberlments in that line, in Eunrope or

Americs, bhave turned out to be g
premium on fraud &od perjury
on the one hand spd &8 tax
upon honesty on the other,

The opponents of 82 income tax are not
as a rule to be found among men wheo
have the large incomes, In the nature
of the case one would expect Lthese tp
be the Hrat objectora. The fact le that
between a direct property tax and a tax
upon net proceeds, the intervst of the
moneyed man with a disposition to
svade taxation lies with the Iatter
method, When fraud ie the game, to
smother the entire proceeds of the righ.
est railrond corporation in the country
wlith alittle Actitious bookkeeping is a
slight matter to an expert in that busf.
ness. But when it comes Lo buryin
the raliroad ior assessment purposes it
ie not 80 eastly accomplished.

Tbhe Horid has struggled bhard afd
faithfully with its pet tax theory. It

would be very sad for nothiug o
come of ita endeavors. It 1t
had devoted a small  portion

of those efforte upon an investigation
of tbe much more logical and appar-
ently practioable noreage tax, it maight
be already enjoying a reward for its
pains. To go on mumbling over an ex-
ploded whim, with a really sensible
ides covering the same ground within
call, seems a great waate of opportu-
nities.

AS BAD AS THE OTHER.

An organlzation which hae for its
title **The Boociety of Liberty and
Loyalty?* has been formed in Colorado,
and it is announced that the memher-
ship ajready reaches 3000, composed of
men and women. The society is op-
posed to the anti-Romson Catbolig
lnstitotion Enown e the Amotlennes
or American Protective Association.
Its declaration of principles is as fol-
lows:

We believe that sll persons should be
protected in thelr right to worship God



