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the Bouth arrived, until about twenty
Eldersand over two bundred Baints
were all assembled at the Braoch
house pear (isborne. An enjoyable
meeting or reunion was befd on the
evening of April 1st, where the sons
of Zion sany for joy and rejoiced lke
school boys out for a holiday. Beds
were arranged for the accomodation of
the visitors, one bed containing thir-
teen Elders covering the floor of opne

room. At sunrise on the mornfng of
the 2nd inst., all were astir, preparing
for the onward journey. he bell

rang calling the company to- morning

rayers, and breakfast, after which
bere was a rush for the horses.
Blanketa were rolled and placed on
the saddles and ju a ebort time the
whole comapany was counted, and
ready to ride forth.

The scene reminded the observer of
aregiment of cavalry, minus the uni-
formr, except that Lbe company was
improved by being composed of both
sexes (muany motbers carrying their
babes) anu instend of the olanking of
the weapons of war, they rode forth
singing the songs of Zion or merrily
conversing together. They galiopped
along the beach and over the moun-
tain trails for thirty-five,K miles and
halted at Uawa for the Sabbath. FEli-
der 0. W. Taylor welcomed the visit.
ing Salnts, and all were soun accomc-
dated.

The following day (Bunday) three
meetings were beld, which were well
attended.

Early on Monday the usual routiue
of bell ringing, prayers, breakfast,etc.,
was gone through, and again the pit-
grimage was resumed, our numbers
having nearly doubled. The road
from Uawa Lo Tokowmaru Bay, our
next stopping place, was over moun-
tain trails, where we rode in single
file, often along narvow ledges, passing
deeg chasms and uescending into the
bush where the vegetation was so
dense that even one borseman cou!d
pearcely pass through, Lo the evening
we reach Tokomaru, having traveled
thirty miles, where all thb people
united in extending a welcome to us,
and providing us with supper.

Addresses of welgome wete delivered
by tbe Rangatiras or chiefs, in ibe
meetinghoure, where about tbree bun-
dred persons were assembled.

On the morning of the 5th inat, our

mounted cavalende again rode forth

with increased pumbers, and, reach-
ing a little town named Waipire, the
people greeted us as usual and insisted
upon the company halting for refresh-
mente. Io ashort time pans of meat,
potatoes and bread werespread on the
ground and we were soon seated, doing
juatice to the bounteous repast eo
frecvly placed before us.

The most encouraging sight was pre-
psented to us as we neared the little
town of " Hirubarama .(Jerusalem)
twenty mniles from Inkomaru, where
all the people were outsiders, or mem-
bers of other churches. The Mission-
ary church ia bullt on an eminence,
and could be seen for miles asswe
travelled up the valley, As we ap-
proached, the inhabitants nsremhled
on the top of the hill, and forsome
distance we could bear their songs of
welcome and ‘‘Haere Mnal»” (Come
here) and sve their waving bandker-
chiefs nnd they daneced for joy atour
approach, . -

The Unpion Jack of England aud
the colonial flag were floating to the
breeze, baving been boisted in honor
of the visitors, and as we rode three
abreast up the bill, the songs, dancing
and waving of handkerchiefs cou-
tinued, and it caused our bearts to beat
with gladness, and we could acarcely
crowd back the tears at receiving suech
a cordial reception.

We were Invited to remain for the
night and our vast company was well
cared fur. Tue natives prepared food
and preeently a procession advanced,
pinging aud dancing as they carried
dirhes and pane containing an abund-
ance of heef, pork, potutoes and, other
vegetables, for all the Klders were
provided with a large bouse and com-
{ortably cared for.

Nexi morning the ecaravan sallied
forth from Hiruharama towards Te
Rahui. A horseman rode shead with
the Union Jack, and as we neared our
destination our company was mar-
shalled into lipe, four abreast.

The meeting house waa buiit on an
eminence a few miles abead, pear the
beach, and the Rangatira or chlet
eae torth tu welcome us, waving bis
bandkerchief. We rode steadily for-
ward, four abreast, to "the brow of the
bill where n atrange gight greeted us.

Two groups of natives, i, strange
costumes, were stationed on the pla-
teau and our company formed » semi-
circle around them, all remaining on
herseback. Ap we faced them in dou-
ble columne, the natives commenced
their renowned Haks dance. Formerly
this was the Maori war dance, and the
pnatives were thns drilled and worked
up tu a state of frenzy priorto golng
forth to battle.

1t is now repeated and aceompanied
wilh sopgs of welcome for the enter:
tainment of visitors, One of the groups
on this occarion wnB composed ol
Latter-day Saints ar.d the otbers were
members of what 8 known as the
Miesionary Churech,an auxiliary of the
Ohurch of England.

The dance commenced by about
twenty-five Maori wumen going
through various exercises, aconmpany-
ing all their gqunint gestures with
native songs of greeting. They wore
dark skirts and light walsts decorated
with colored ribbone. After going
through this e¢alisthenic drill for some
lime, the women retreated ani we be-
beld about fifty men crouchlog or
I¥ing prostrateen the ground. They
were naked with the exception of a
short skirt around the lolne. Buddenly
they sprang up with a yeill which at-
mozt cansed the spectators td snhudder.
This was followed by dancing and
singing, whieh was cooducted with
great precisiop, and the contortions of
their bodies were truly surprising. It
wasg n weird scene. The waves of the
ocean dashing on the beach within &
few rodae of us contributed a fitting we-
companiment to the yells and excited
countenances of the performers, At
times the arms were outstretched
defiant attitudes were nssumed, nnd
their rolling eyesnnd extendéd tongues
almost terrified the Jlookers on.
The performacece lasted about an
bour, afier which our company dis-
mounted, unkaddled the horszes and

commenced a tour of inspection greet--

ing the Saiuts with tbhe usual **bongi’’
or nose-rubbing.

Te Rahu{ is a very small villnge,

L ]

conteing a few Maori huts, but all the
Saints of the diairict bad co-operated to
provide for the accommodatlon of the
hundreds who were expected to con-
ference. The meeting house, or
Whare, is built in Mnaori style, the
front being decorated with carved
figures and painted in varisus col rs,
The floor inside wes covered with
wharikis, or flax mate, which the con-
gregation sit upon in preference to
chairs or benches. 1!s seating capacity
is #aid to be about 500, and it is fan-
tastically decorated Inside with carved
panels and woven reeds, The bouse ia
seventy feet long by thirty wide and is
aubstantially built of lumber.

A large dining room had been built
for the ocension about 150 long by 20
feet wide. A table bad been made ¢x-
tending from one end of thebuilding
to the other and capable of accommo-
dating 200 persons at asitting. We
were called to supper, and about thnat
pumber were soon seated around the
festive board. White table clothes
were spread and mutton, pork, beef,
plum puddings, cake, etc., were aervmi
in true European style. o

The native waiters are "very prompt
and courteous- and, though maby of
tbe modern appliancer were lacking,
we enjoyed our feast as well as though
served in the dining halls of Balt Lake
botels. Instead of electric bells, cords
were atrung from tbe dining-room {o
the improvised kitchey bebind, which
rung bells in the varlous departments
notifying the cooks when freeh sup-
plies were nce led,

It was estimated thatabout five bhuc-
dred persons were fed at each meal the
firat day and thereaders of the NEwS
can readily surmise that a vast amount
of provisions were copsumed. At the
close of the conference we jearned that
the commissariat department bad dis-
posed of 15 beeves, 61 sheep, 34 hoge
2% tons of flour, 15 tune of sweet an
lrish potatoes, 4 dizen Worcerter
sauce, | large keg of butter, B dozen
cases of jam, L ton of sugar, 1% cases
baking powder, besides a large quanti-
ty of currants, raisines, etc.

All comers were made welcome, and
{t was certainly the largest and most
united reunion yourcorreapondent has
ever attended.

Sucb kipd-hearted hospitality s a
characteristic feature of the Maorl
people, and they evidently relain some
of the trajta of cbaracter possessed by
anclent Israel in their many pilgrim.
ages. “PHOENIX 27
PorirRUA, Wellington, N. Z.,
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SUNDAY SCHOul, UNION.

There was n large attendance of
Sunday school workers at’ the Union
meetling Monday evening, May 18th.
Nearly all the city Fobools were repre<
sented, also the Deaf Mute, Soutb
Cottonwood, Union and Farmers
schools, Superintendent Griggs, pre:
sided.

Theexcellent musical exercisesgiven
during the evening were rendered by
the Eleventh Ward Bunday school
choir, under the direction of Brother
James Hood. .

Superintendant John N. Pike de-
Jivered an instructive address on the
“Sunday School Guide nas an aid to
Sabbath school work.?” Bubjecte and



