
THE DESERET WEEKLY
providing for the election of veneralfie
officers he was reelectedelectedre lieutenant
general april in the indian
troubles that arose in utah county
and afterwards in sanpete county
general wells took the field in person
routing the savages at provo battle
creek and paysonpay son and saving the
Sarisanpetepete and sevierdevler settlementsments from
the disasters that subsequently threat-
ened them

these indian campaigns were con
ducted with great military skill and
success and cost a great deal of money
men munitions and provisions having
to be largely furnished from salt lake
city and the north A claim for over
a million dollars against the united
states to this day unpaid
though ma ie out in doedee and detailed
form in the same manner as the
oregon claim which was settled long
ago

general wewellsis was in command of the
echo canyon expedition and con-
ducted it with signal skill under the
direction of governor brigham young
without shedding one drop of blood 11III

his fearless character cool headbead fid
executive talent were here exhibited
in a manner that won for him un-
fading renown among the mormon 11

people
hon D H wells was a member of

the legislative council in the territ-
orial assembly for many terms and
of all the conventions that framed
constitutions for statehood ex-
cept the last his clear perception of
legal points and strong regard for con-
stitutional ariprinciples rendered him a
valuable adviser and able legislator

on the ath of january 1857 brother
wells was appoappointed second counselor
to president brigham young filling
the vacancy occasioned by the death
of president Jedjedediahedlah M grant bro-
ther wells had been ordained an
apostle and with presidents
brigham young and heber C
kimball he visited the bainte
throughout the Territory aided in cocat

r ing and organizing many settlements
and gave counsel in relation to the
affairs of the church he was also
the Superinte ident of public works
occupying that position until 1864 in
the absence of president young he
was frequently left toin charge of affairs
and was looked to for advice in import
ant matters

on the of october 1871 presi-
dent wells was arrestedarrea ted ouon a trumped
up charge of being accessory to the
murder of richard yates at the mouth
of echo canyon in 1857 the notori-
ous bill hickmanhick man confessed to having
done the deed but was induced to im-
plicate general wells alleging that
the occurrence took place while he

waswag in charge of the boho canyon ex-
peditiontion he was sent to fort doug-
las for safe keeping where he received
the mostmoat courtecourteousoue treatment from
gen morrow who regarded the whole
proceeding as an outrage however
on monday the slot being brought
before judge mckean application was
made that hebe be admitted to ballbail his
attorneys advised him that such an ap-
plication would be in vain but his con-
fidence was complete that hebe would be
successful and he insisted that the
attempt should be made in spite of
the claim ofoftetha prosecution that this
was a charge of murder in the first de-
gree judge mckean took into consid-
eration all the circumstances includ-
ing the fact that the defendant was
mayor of the city and to the surprise
of the entire community he accepted
bail in the sum of the prosecu-
tion demanding half a million and
the prisoner was releasedrelea aed the whole
charge of course fell to the ground as
there was not the slightest foundation
for it in farbaftt

in the summer of 18761873 he was placed
in charge of a cowcompanypany to visit and en
courage the newly started settlements
in arizona while crossing therthe colo-
rado river at lees perryferry the
boat containing his traveling wagon
and outfit and a number of the
party was capsized and thrown
into the rushing and turbulent
stream he was only an indifferent
swimmer but though weighed down
with Vsals boots imd clothing lie calmly
struck out for the shore reaching it
without wetting hisbis necktie he aal-
ways regarded hisbis escape as miracul-
ous feeling as though unseen hands
were supporting him bishop roundy
who was regarded as an expert swim-
mer was drowned and the whole out-
fit was swept away and lostloot

his position as one of the fifirstrat presi-
dency heheooccupiedcoupled until the dwdeceaseease of
president young august 1877

then the twelve apostles succeed
ing to the presidency brother wells
was appointed a counselor to that quo
aumand holdheld the place until his death
in 1864 he went on a anwon to eng
landanelandand with elder brigham young
jr presided over all the branches
in europe visiting various countries
ministering to the people and suon perin
tending the emigration he returned
to utah in the fall of 1865 and in 1868
took chargeof the endowment huse
where he ministered in the sacred ord
nancesbances for the living and the dead furfor
many yyearsears in february 1866 hebe was

1

elected mayor of salt lake city he
was reelectedelectedre until 1878

the first oDeaoccasionsion on which women
exercised the elective fralfranchise in

was on the ot february

1870 when they cast their ballots for
D H wells for mayor and for the
other members of the city council

in 1872 he was one of the prime
movers in starting the gas works in
this city in which he largely invested
and which have been successful to the
present day

at the general election on august
3rdard 1874 when a delegate to congress
was to be elected R N baskin had
been nominated as the liberal can-
didate in opposition to houhon george
Q cannon arid the U H marshal
general maxwell attempted to take
control of the election no trouble oc-
curred except at the fifth precinct
the polling place for which was at the
city hall here a large number of
armed deputy marshals with a mob of

liberals interfered with the police
in their effortst to preserve the peace
some arrests being made by the police
they were in turn arrested by deputy
marshals and excitement ran high
mayor wells was on the spot alad en
deavo red to keep down the tumult
he was set upon by the mob brutally
struck and his coat nearly torn from
bib baikback the police came to his res-
cue the mob was forced back and the
mayor appeared on the balcony and
amid cries of shoot him shoot him t

he read the riot act and commanded
the police to disperse the crowd this
was done at the expense of some broken
heads but was effectual and the
mayor and police held their places and
vindicated the law Hhee was next
morningmor arrested and put under

bonds the chief of police
and several of hishi 3 officers were alouals ar-
rested but the whole matter was
dropped and it was everywhere
acknowledged that the city officials
simply did their duty and that mayor
wells had exhibited fearless de-
termination maintained the dignity of
hisbis office and prevented the serious
conflict desired by those who provoked
the disturbance to0 be used for political
purposesS

when on M 11 1875 presi-
dent young was sent to the peni-
tentiarytent iarylary for contempt of courtincourt in not
oomcomplyingplying with an absurd order by
judge mckean president wells ac-
companiedcompacomp nied him and stayed with hirahim
until his release hisbis imprisonment
however lasted but one day judge
mckean lost his official head for this
act of tyrannical folly

in 1879 brother wells again saw the
inside of the penitentiary this time
being imprisoned himself for contempt
of court in refusing to disclose the
secret antiand sacred rites of the endow-
ment house As a witness in the
miles polygamy case on may 2ndand he

i was interrogated by the prosecuting


