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MY OLD SHOES

my dear albert you seem astonished
evey time you come into my room to
have a friendly chat with me and re-
ceive advice on your little private af-
fairs at seeing upon my mantle this
old pair of shoes whose presence in that
place of honor has made you laugh so
much and which caused you and my
comrades to laugh at me so much yes-
terday evening ah you are aston-
isheddished because I1 know that you smile
you seem uneasy because you are
caught in fault let your astonishment
cease a little bird who knows all has
told it to me but since you are so in-
quisitiveQu listen and then you will be
ableabbe to judge itif I1 am wrong or right
to keep these shoes in that place

well my narration do not laugh
dont ridicule me if at times I1 shouldappear simple listen to everything
and I1 hope then that when you shall
be in company with others you will notas you did last night cast the first
stoneatone at me

I1
when my grandmother was dying

she called the whole family to her bed
sideaide to one she gave her gold chain
to another a piece of property to a
third she extended her rings to me
finallY although I1 wetswas the one she loved
most she left amidst the general as-
tonishmentment the last pair of shoes
which she had worn the very ones you
can see there my dear friend upon
this mantel and that were yet under
the foot of0 the bed everyone joked
about the present and considered me
disinherited but 1I 1I so dearly loved
my grandmother that I1 left the death
chamber pressing over my heart these
old shoes that I1 would not have ex-
changed for anything else

11
poor shoes they recalled many thingsthings

to me first they brought back intomy earsean the sound of my grandgrandmothersmoth ersfootsteps when each morning she usedto come to awake me they awakened
in my memory the days when I1 hadliadbeen deprived of dessert and had been
sent to bed alone without light in my
room because invariably a moment
later creek creek I1 could hear theoboes of my grandmother creepingcreeking on
toethe floor as she came to carry to me
wfmy jart of dessert without anyone
knowing it

in
when I1 was sick creek creek I1 usedto hearbear day and night around me thesound of the dear shoes and when later

oft efellI1 fell in love and my family was op-
posing fetnme oft my inclinations creek
creek it was every evening when allwrft asleep the same furtive noiseet accompanied myY grandmother
who always wanteda ed- theed- he dear soul tome and aak me a tthousandhousand ques-
tions on her whom I1 loved

rvIV
when I1 heard in the hall the soundof her step I1 did not cease to weep be-

causecause my grandmother brought withherself all the consolations she driedyay tearstean and made me happy again
mucheh more happy than now that I1 am
compelled anato hide my misunderstood
emotions and that I1 have no more asben someone to embrace me and ex
und to weme a charitable hand when 1Iawam on the point of losing courage
saadet the despairing questions of life

1 V
Poorold shoes symbols of humility I1

loved them without wit
because they recalled to me the
whom I1 had most loved in the

world and I1 had placed them in my
room in the place of honor upon the
mantle in the place of candlesticks
when one night a night that I1 shall
never forget I1 entered my room poor
and ruined you known my dear al-bert that gambling and drinking have
caused all my misfortunes and thatnight having spent my last penny I1
became in my drunkenness incensed
to see there ridiculous inheritance
these two old shoes where you see
them just now and crazy with rage
seizing them I1 hurled them against the
wall 0 surprise a roll escaped from
one of them and as I1 stooped dowiddewi I1
saw with the greatest astonishmentnt
that it was a roll of bankbanc notes I1 was
saved

VI
what a wretch I1 was in casting

thus downdawn these reliesrelics I1 had just com-
mitted a profanation because in thatsupreme moment of misfortune my
dear grandmother although dead was
proving to me that she watched yet
over me and I1 had been wrong to ac
cuse providence who never leaves her
children in trouble and who on this
ococcasioncaslon was sending to me in grand-
mothers name this torfor suc-
cor my drunkenness instantly disap-
peared and falling in a chair I1 shed
bitter tears accusing myself loudly
and at that moment I1 do not know ifit is an illusion but it seemed to me
that I1 heard my grandmothers sweet
voice reproving me gently for having
doubted her and I1 am positive that I1
felt upon my forehead two kisses as
she formerly used to give them to me

VII
that is why I1 will always preserve

these poor shoes there they recall to
me my illusions my first love my
haiphappiness and my tears ththeyey bring
baekback before my eyesayea the spectacle of
my youth of my successes and my
failures they remind me of the old
house yonder far away across the
waters so merry formerly now soli-tary clad in its frame of granogrand dark
old oaks centuries old who seem to
watch over the place they remind me
of the immense fields which surroundit and of the glantgiant hills whitenwhich profprofiledfied
themselves on the distant horizon and
above all that great with divine great-
ness I1 pereperceiveedve the peaceful and sweet
face of grandmother imparting to this
landscape so great abild to all these
things animate and inanimate an airof profound serenity and happiness
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BEAUTIFUL DAVIS COUNTY

syracuse davis co
july 16 1898

some few years since this region of
country was known as the dry barren
sandridge fit only for cattle and sheep
to roam over the people of adjoining
settlements would laugh at the idea of
making homes on it nevertheless
bishop layton noted for hlahis far see-
ing one morning with a string of his
boysboy plows etc started out andplowed a ditch around about a mile
he advised others to come too some
took his advice others wished they
had but those who came and took up
the land determined to make the desert
blossom as the rose are looking forthto the bright and successful time we
have today there was bowaterno water ex-cept from wells feet deep and overnverthe water was of a salty taste therewas no water for trees except from
wells orchards were planted andwatered by hauling barrels around
each evening but soon a compain wilswas
formed andalad a canal constructed
weber was tapped and flume built
along the mountain side and although

doubted its success still theypressed onward and success followed

beautiful homes lovely orchardsrehards
shade trees lucern fields and all thatcould be needed to make a great com-
monwealthmonwealth settlers came land wawas f

broken crops of grain and vegetables 7

harvested the desert once wild nowis the garden of davis county thelovely homes with beautiful surroundings are to be seen on every sideride andno finer place can be found in utah v

today can boast of the finest er- pcroo
of grain in the county S

the threshing machine has just com-
menced to separate the wheat from ththe 1
straw the farmers are binning the pay
for their summers work many win

11 I
have to enlarge their granaries whichahielI1 ithey are willing to do I1

while our table at the lagoon on
old folks day did not come up with I1 tothers in bunting it excelled in fruitsfruit AI

1
1

and noted was fine cherries frfromorn J Qwoods orchard over fifty in a cluster T
branches of fruit adornedadomid each eneni
of the table and other fruits showed 1ts

what is now being raised harelinhere in theway of small fruits mr woods farm 1

is the moat beautiful and productive Nv N

farm on the range the lines of grain jy
stacks are fine barns stables and outbuildings are painted and furnished ina better style than many homes
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WASATCH SUNDAY SCHOOL

the conference waswas held at reber 13utah june and 1898
brothers karl G maeser and L johnjohlwere present and noted umarked improvement in the sunday

i school conference over last year theexplained the object of stake confer-ence first to get acquainted witheaeachch other second that visitingg breth-ren may know if we are attalattaining thedesired results third that the bewbeatexercises of different schools maymar bob 2
presented that each school may
thereby

they said all teachers must keep thethword of wisdom and pay their
A vote taken showed 90 per cent of allpresent keeping the word of wisdomTAu
children should bear testimony on
day the sacrament should be administered at the conferences and always under the supervision of taft A

bishops and should not be rivengiven tounruly or disorderly children A crues
tion as to what hot drinks meant waar
answered to mean stimulating dridranka

A concert exercise should be given ateach session of school on articles at J

faith lords prayer etc and chil
should be encouraged to fast and tobe baptized as near their birthabirthday aipossible that they may remember theirbaptism better other timely instrLeions were given

elder abram hatch urged the teakyteace
ing of cleanliness by example alsoabotruthfulness that a generation mgtma 1

grow up who will tell the truthda 1thus save the state 0onene million dollarsper year now expended for witness faefeeal
law suitssuit etc

brother john bond waswaa chosen a4stant stake secretary brothers jno
AX fortie jos A chack
brunson and frederick hasler
chosen sunday school missionariesmissionarynarl bof
the ensuing year all felt much edl fiedt
and strengthened by attending ull
most successful of wasatch stake asiday school conferences

JNO BOND
abst stake seelysecy


