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DELIVERED
In the Ogden Tabernacle, Sunday After-
noon, January 18th, 1885.

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE.

IT 18 very interesting to us to meet
together as we do to-day, and from
time to time,according to the appoint-
ments which are made,to have brought
to our attention our condition and cir-
cumstances as a people. Even if we
hear the same truths told that we are
familiar with, when they are told un-
der the influence of the Spiritof God,
there is a freshness, a sweetness, and
a novelty, I may say, about them that
makes them interesting to us, and we
feel refreshed and strengthened in our
spirit by listening to them and con-
templating them in the Spirit of God.
That is one peculiarity which the Gos-

el possesses, when men and women
ive as they should do it is always
sweet and attractive to them, and does
not become worn and threadbare, or
wearisome.

When we come together in confer-
ences like these,if we come in the right

spirit and with the right feeling, we:

are sure to receive the instruction that
is adapted to our circumstances, and
when we leave the conference we feel
that we have been profited and that
our hearts have been made to rejoice
in the truths that have been dwelt
upon by the brethren who have spoken.
I Eave no doubt that this is the teeling
to-day; this is the feeling this after=-
noon in listening to the remarks of
Brother F'. D. Richards in the instruc-
tions he has given to us. And it does
not require a man to be an Apostle to
edify; it does not require even thata
man should be an Elder, or that he
should hold some official rank and po-
gition in the Cburch to edify, I have
received, and Lave no donbt that all of
ou have,much edification and pleasure
in testimony meetings, in listening to
the saints, men and women, and some-
times children, bearing testimony to
the work of God and describing their
feelings therein. It is especially in-
teresting to listen to the brethren and
sisters describing the manner in which
theyv received the truth—how they were
impressed by the truth when it was
first brought to them. 1 suppose that
no more interesting material could be
collected for the reading of future gen-
erations, for the reaﬂinf of the chil-
dren born and grown up in the Church,
than would be the testimonies, if they
were written, of their fathers and their
mothers, and the brethren and sisters
enerally who have joined the Church
n the nations of the earth—the man-.
ner in which the Spirit of God reached
their hearts, and how they were af-
fected when they heard the truth, the
impression that its declaration made
upon them, the effect that it had upon
their mind and their understanding.
All these testimonies are most inter-
esting to every one wno takes an inter-
est in the work of God.
It is marvelous the manner in which
God is working at the present time,

and has worked among the nations to | P

accomplish his purposes, to bring to
ass the fulfilment of that which He
Bas spoken hundreds and thousands of
years ago by the mouths of the holy
rophets. This work has not, as we
};uve heard several times to-day, been
forined by man, neither does it depend
upon man for its strength, nor for its
development. God has taken His own
way to build up His Church and to ac-
complish that which He seeks to brin
to pass. For instance, the Book o
Mormon, the way in which that has
been revealed and communicated to
the world, comes directly in contact
with man’s ideas respecting the way
such a work should have come forth,
If the Book of Mormon had been
brought forth according to man’s meth-

ods, it would doubtless have made its | P

appearance under very different cir-
cumstances to those under waich it
was revealed. Itisa cause of stum-
bling among the nations of the earth
that God does not accumgnny the work
that He has established by such signs
as they think He has the power to give.
They say, ‘‘if God the Eternal Father,
has the power that is attributed to
Him, and this is His work, why does
He not accompany it by mu.q‘festatinns
and signs that would carry irresistible
weirht and conviction to the minds of
all those unto whom it is brought. It
would be a very easy thing for Him,”
they say, ‘‘1f He wished to convince
the world of the truth of this bein
His Gospel to give such, signs an
man ifestations as would compel men
and women to receive and to believe it
to be His work.”

This is man’s idea about the work of
God. But God, our Eternal Father,
has not seen tit to take this method.
He places us in circumstances where
we are compelled to exercise faith, to

ut our trust in Him, and to seek by
aith for that knowledge which Iie is
willing to bestow; and it is not His
object, neither would it be consistent
with His purpese to convince all men
and all women concerning His work
whether they would be convinced or
not.

This is a feature of the work of God
which sometimes our young people do
not understand—our young men An
our young women, and those who are
inexperienced in the Church of God.
They fail to comprehend the reasons
there are for God taking the course
that He has done and is doing in con-
nection with this work, and because ot
this some are led oubt the exist-
ence of ) GBS His connection

d | here: we have an existence,

sophisticated people, and say to them,
as I have partly said already: *If God
be the God of the whole earth; if He
be the being that He is represented to
be, why does He not give more mani-
festations in order to convince the
world that He is God, and that thisis
His work.

There is one great principle,brethren
and sisters, that vou should under-
stand connected with God’s purposes
and God’s dealings with the children
of men in order that you may rejoice in
God’s providences, and be in a posi-
tion to explain them to your children,
and to others with whom your brought
in contact; for there is nothing con-
nected with the work of our God, there
is no feature of it that does not show
forth the wisdom and the goodness of
our God. That which I refer to is
man’s agency. God has given unto us
the same agency that He himself pos-
sesses, He cafinot consistently with
himself and with the laws by which He
is goverhed, and by which eternity is
governed—He cannot compel any one
of us, no matter how humble or now
small an individual may be, to receive
His truth and to be obedient to it. He
cannot, in other words, force us into
His Kingdom, and compel us to re-
ceive of His glory. 1f we go there, we
must go there because we ourselves
choose to do so, and in the exercise of
our agency take the necessary steps to
lead us there. Never since Adam and
Eve partook of the forbidden fruit,
has man beheld the face of God except
under some very peculiar circum-
stances. After they fell they were ban-
ishedfrom His presence,then they heard
the voice of God, but tﬁey did not be-
hold Him. He withdrew Himself from
them, and there was a vail drawn be- |
tween God and man. A few men such
as Moses, and the brother of Jared,
and Joseph Smith, and a few others of
the children of - men were able
t‘-hrnu[ih faith to peuetrate, as it were,
the vail and to behold God undercer-
tain conditions. But to the whole
world of the children of men God has
been willing to communicate through
His Spirit, through the manifestations
of His power, through angelic visita-
tions, through dreams and visions, and

that He has adopted or that come with-
in the power of man to receive—He

will and revealed Himself with suffi- |
cient plainness to enableHis children
to do that which He reqnires at their
hands, to press forward and to keep
His commandments and to rejoice in
the knowledge He has bestowed. He
has done sufficient to enlighten men
and women and to cause them to re-
joice. And let me ask you, my brethren
and sisters, how much could we exer-
cise our agency if God 1eft us with such
perfect knowledge or gave unto us such
perfect knowledge that we should be
convinced in spite of our will? Would
there be any happiness in our exalta-
tion if we gained it, such as we will
have under present circumstances? I
do not think so. I rejoice mysellin
the fall of man. I rejoice that Adam
artook of the forbidden {ruit, for he
did so knowingly and understandingly,
t.:um?rehen(liug fully the results that
would attend his partaking of that
fruit. It was not s6 with Eve. Eve
was decelved, Eve was beguiled. The

coming on earthly probations and re-
ceiving tabernacles, which by obedi-
ence they nad “been able to redeem.
Hence, I say, the courts of heavenwere
thronged with spirits anxious to take
upon themselyes tabernacles of flesh,
agreeingto come forth and be tested
and tried in order that they might re-
celve exaltation. God knew before-
hand that Adam would fall. By His
fore-knowledge IHe knew that the ad-
versary would succeed in beguiling
Eve. e knew all things from the pbe-
rinning to the end, IHe comprehended
it; and, therefore, before anything
was done upon the earth, before man
was placed upon the earth, before .he
was exposed to the temptations to
which e yielded, God had previously
prepared,through His fore-knowledge,
a Redeemer for the world. He had pre-

ared a plan of salvation, knowing, as

say, what the result would b:e, and
that was that there should bea Savior;
that Jesus, His Son, the Firstborn,
should come in the meridian of time
and atone for Adam’s transgression
and bring to pass the redemption nec-
essary to save man from the effects
of the fall., One of the consequences
of the fall was that in the day that man
ate of that fruit he should surely cie—
die so far as the temporal body was
concerned; that body should be con-
signed to the tomb,from which itcould
not be resurrected until the redemp-
tion was effected. To effect this res-
urrection, before man _was placed
upon this earth, before Eve was ex-
posed to the temptation of the adver-
sary, God prepared a Redeemer in the

erson of our Lord and SaviorJesus
(%hrlst, He being “‘the Lamb slain from
before the foundation of the world.”
Thus has a4 means been Preparcd by
which the spirits—our spirits and the
spirits of all men—should eome forth
and receive tabernacles, and a work

of probation comimence here
npon the earth. Now, this was
consistent with the purposes and

designs of our Father; and it was
consistent with His parposes andde-
signs that man should be in a state of
partial darkness here upon the earth;
that there should be a veil between
Himself and mankind: and that when

thrmﬂfh methods of communication | men found out anything concerning

God it should be by the exercise of
faith and by those powers with which

hag communicated His mind and His | He had endowed them and which they

inherited from Him. Tbis has been
the case from that day until the present
—a state of probation for all the chil-
dren of men, or, if [ may use other
language, for all the family of God.
Men have had set before them a
choice. They have had on the one
hand God and everything connected
with God. Everythinz that is glorious
and great has been offered to them by
the Father. On the other hand they
have had offered to them that whieh is
evil by the adversaﬂv of God and the
great enemy of all His plans and pur-
poses. We have the choice, therefore,
in the exercise of our agency. Man
can be saved if he will. There is no
power on earth or in hell that can pre-
vent his being saved, if he exercise
his agency to that end. Do youunder-
stand that, brethren and sisters? that
if you ever go to hell it will be because
you |ywutmrsel*l.nas choose to go there, and
not because any power Iorces you to
<0 there, There is no power on earth

adversary, Lucifer, through the ser-
pent, beguiled Eve and deceived her,
and induced her to eat of the forbidden
fruit. But it was not so with Adam.
He was aware of all the consequences
that would follow :that which he did;
but he knew that unless he did partake
there would be an eternal separation
between him and the p.rtner that God
had given to him, so he transgressed
the law. Death would inevitably come
upon her because of the vransgression
and she would be thrust out from the
presence of God. He knew this, com-
rehended it, and knowing it he never-
theless partook of the fruit, and he fell.
As Lehi says: ‘“"Adam fell that men
might be; and men are that they might |
have joy.”” Because bad he not I]]:m.r-
taken of the fruit they would have
been eternally separated. Now, in the
beginning, right in this act, or before
they committed this act, God gave un-
to them their agency. They had their
full agency in the Garden of Eden. He
said unto them: “*Of every tree of the
garden thou mayest freely eat: But of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for ia the
day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die.” He gave unto man this
command. He left Him perfectly free in
the garden to eat of every tree in the
rden; left him free to eat, also, of
the forbidden fruit, that is, ot the
fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. According to some peo-
ple’s ideas he might have prevented
man, or prevented Eve from partaking
of the forbidden {ruit. But, no! That
would not have been consistent with
man’s agency. He gave him the com-
mand; He told him the consequence
then Adam and Eve were left free to do
as they pleased, Eve partook unwit-
tingly—that is, being beguiled, being
decelyed, and her husband partook
knowingly, understanding gall the con-
sequences that would follow.

ow,l say,l thank God for this.Why?
Because of this transgression vzva alrle:
‘We &
but,”” says one, ‘‘would it not have
been better if m:n had not been per-
mitted to do this?" 1 say no,-accord-
ing to my view; because it was neces-
sary that a probation should be given
to man. The courts of heaven were

|

thronged with gpirits that desired tab-
ernacles, They Wﬂnt‘éd to come and

or in hell that can compel ‘a man to go
to hell or to be damned if in the exer-
cise of his agency he chooses to serve
God. Therefore when men lift up
their eyes in torment, the misery of
their torment will be increased by the
knowledge that they themselves
through their own action, and through
the exercise of their own agency, have
brought upon them this condem-
nation, and not because any human be-
ing forced them there, for there is no
such thing possible. There may be
circumstances that are unfavorable to
man, If there be God wlll take them
into consideration in meting out justice
to His children, and he that knoweth
but little will be beaten with but few
stripes, but he that knoweth the mas-
ter’s will and doeth it not will be
beaten with many stripes. His punish-
ment will be according to the knowl-
edge possessed, to the light he has, to
the opportunities that God has given
unto him—his punishment wili be in
accordance therewith, while on the
other band, no man, nor any power
God our Eternal Father himself, will
2ot force any being to go 1o heaven.
If we go there—it we ever sing the
song of the redeemed, it will be because
in the exercise of our agency we have
chosen 1o do those things that God
has required at our hands, and by do-
ing them have gained His favor and
approbation, His blessing and the ex-
anatiuu that He bestows upon those
who keep all His commandments. And
hence, this being the case, in the exer-
cise of our agency, we bring to our-
selves joy—that is, if we do richt—we
bring to ourselves happiness, we bring
to ourselves every blessing that is de-
sirable, and it adds immensely to our
lory, satisfaction and happiness to
Eunw that we have received those
blessings through the exercise of our
own agency and doing that which God
required at our hands. But after all
this, remember that the
salvation willbe due to God: itis by
His grace we are saved. Under the
most favorable circumstances, we
shall have to acknowledge the grace
of God. We shall have to acknowledge
—as we all do, or ought to do—the
goodness of God, His mercy an dkind-
ness to us. At the same time feel that
we ourselves have exercised the

powers bestowed upon us; that we

LS.
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will. This I say will add amazingly to
our happiness in the eternal worlds,
this recollection and this knowledge
of having done right; while on the
other hand, as I have before said, if
we are condemned through refusing
to do that which is right, through re-
jecting the offer of salvation, through
rejecting the voice of the Splr‘t of God,
and the entreaties that are addressed to
us through that Spirit and by the voice
of His servants—if we do this and are
condemned in consequence of it, we
shall have the full knowledge that we
have brought it all upon ourselves.

When we view the plan of salvation
in this light we can see how wise has
been the action of our Creator in plac-
ing us in these conditions and circum-
stances.As | have said,if He were to re-
veal Himself to us and leave us without
any opportunity to exercise our choice
we should not then be the free agents
we are to-day. But He has left us in
this condition, and He calls upon us to
exercise our agency, and tells us that
if we will pursue a certain path we
shall be brought back into His pre-
sence crowned with glory, immortalit
and endless lives, and that we shall
attain to the godhead. That is the ob-
jﬁct of our Father in sending us here.

e would like all His children born on
the earth, to become as He is, to be-
come as Jesus is, and there is no end
to the glory that He promises to us.
God rules over the universe, controls
all things, and He "has prum{sed unto
us that if we are faithful we shall be
with Him and shall share with Him in
all His glory: we shall attain unto the
fullness of His greatness; we shall en-
ter upon acareer of never ending giory
if we will take His counsel, if we will
be guided by Him; but before we can
reach this wonderful condition, this
exalted station, we must be tested and
proved in this é)mbatiﬂn, as we are
now being tested and proved

Therefore, the knowledge of the

ast is hidden or withdrawn from us,

e come here as strangers in this life,
as though it were the beginning of onr
existence. Our memories do not
g0  beyond the time when
we were two or three years
of age. Our memories do not reach
into the previous existence, and some
argue, because our memories do not
reach that far, that we had no previous
existence. As well might a man say
that he never was born because he can-
not recollect his birth or cannot recol-
lect being nursed by his mother - Shall
4 man say that he therefore did not
exist? It would he just as reasonable
as to argue that because he cannot re-
collect the fact that we existed previ-
ous to this, 1n another condition—that
because we cannot recollect the cir-
cumstances that then surrounded us,
we theretore had no such existence.
This would be very fallacious. We
did have an existence before we came
here; but for purposes wise in the
mind of our Eternal Father, the recol-
lection of that eXistence has been
kept trom us. We come here, as I
have said, as strangers, as though be-
ginning a new life, commencing a new
existence, an existence for the first
time. God, in His wisdom, conceals
from us the glory that awaits us. We
get foretastes occasionally by the out-
pouring of His Holy Spirit upon us. But
the fullness of it is concealed from us
in order that life here may be a state
of trial, of probation, a state wherein
we shall be thoroughly tested to prove
whether we are wort 1{ of that exalta-
tion that He Jdesires all of us to attain
unto.

Will all the family of our God attain
unto that exaltation? We are assured

ence that all will not attain unto that
glory and exaltation that our Father
and God has attained unto, but that
only a small portion of His children
will reach that. Nevertheless, every
member of this Church has been taught
to ask God the Eternal Father, in the
name of Jesus, to give unto him or her
celestial glory,which is the glory of our
Father and of the Lord Jesus Christ;
every one has been taught to ask for
this, and it ought to be the supreme
wish, the supreme desire of every
member of this Church, because thatis
the glory that God designs for us.
However, such is the difference that
exists in the family of man that there
will be but comparatively few who will
attain unto that glc 3’ They will at-
tain unto different degrees of glory.
God will give unto- every human soul
all the glory that he or she is capable of
enjoying. According to the revelation,
some will rise to the conception of the
higher laws; some will rise through
faith to the comprehension of the great
glory that God has in store, and they
are willing to sacrlfice everything for
it.

The Latter-day Saints as a people are
distinguished in this respect. They
have been willing to make every sacri-
tice almost for the sake of the Gospel
conceiving how great is its glory, anci
having some conception of the reward
in store for them. But after doing so,
many of them falter and fall away
many become slack in their faith, dull
in their comprehension. They are will-
ing to ¢o a certain length in obeying the
laws of God,'and then they say, **I have .
gone as faras [can.” Instead of seeking |
to control circumstances, such persons
seem to be controlled by them. Others,
however, overcome, and rise saperior
to couditions and circumstances, and
say in faith, ‘I am going to serve my
God and,keer all His commandments,’’
and they will brash away every obsta-
¢le from their path, 1t was 8o with

| the Prophet Joseph Smith; it was 8o

mighty and unconquerzble faith that
enabled them to keep the command-
meuts of God. Though death should
lay in their pathway, they would still
E:ess forward in view of that glory God

d in store for them—determined by
His help to attain unto it; and in this
respect you can see among ourselves
different degrees of faith. Some are
retarded by certain obstacles or cir-
cumstances; others, as I have said,
break them down, l)rush them away,
and press forward despite every ob-
stacle to accomplish that which they
have setout to attain—that is, celestial
glory.

God has given unto us but one pro-
bation, and during this probation it is
for us to see that we attain
unto celestial glory. Will we at-
tain unto celestial glory? Will we
press forward 1n faith, utting
our trust in God, keeping all His com-
mandments, and secure 10 ourselves
that exaltation that He has promised,
or will we falter by the wayside? Will
we court self-indulgence and look after
our own comfort and say ‘‘this is of
more importance than l{EEt'pi‘ﬂg the com-
mandments of God?"” If we do, just
as sure as we do we shall not attain to
that high glory God has in store for us.
Instead of the celestial glory we shall
receive a lower degree of glory. We
shall receive that glory the laws of
which we obey, and no more. God
will not (Fhre us a glory if we have not
complied with the laws that are con-
nected with that glory and exaltation.
We must be obedient to the laws ot
exaltation; we must be obedient to the
conditions required; we must be in a
position to receive the blessing or it
will not be bestowed upon us no mat-
ter who we may be, no matter what our
surroundings may be. God requires
obedience from his children, and He
requires that they shall be diligent
while in the flesh in keeping all His
commandments and carrying out that
which He requires of them. Thf:f must
seek by faith to overcome the evils and
the difficulties that are in their path-
way, going on from faith to {faith,
from knowledge to knowledge, from
one degree of comprehension to an-
other degree of comprehension until
they are prepared to enter into the
presence of God and the Lamb, and
receive the glory that He,has promised
unto those who are thus faithful.
Uthers, again, will not even attain un-
to a terrestrial glory; they will fail
even in getting that glory, and they
will go into what is called a telestial
glory. So that all the family of man
throughout the earth, and all the gen-
erations of man from the days of Adam,
our father, down to the last that shall
be born on this earth—that is, born a
mortal soul—will receive a E!orr ac-
cording to jhis diligence and his capac-
ity in keeping the commandments of
God. If he has only obeyed a telestial
law he will receive a telestial glory, a
glory so far beyond our comprehension

from the Scriptures and from experi-

of glury that if we could perceive dt
probably many. of us would be satisfi-
ed with it. Others, again, will press
forward and receive a terrestrial giory;
and then others, again, will press for-
ward and receive a’ ceiﬂstta glory, a
glory to which is attached all that man
or that God can desire.

My brethren and sisters: These laws
are before us: these.conditions are
placed within our reach. It is tobe
seen whether we shall be valiant for
the truth; whether we shall lay aside
all our prejudices, all our traditions,
all our false notions, everything that
is of human origin connected with us,
and bring everything in connection
with us in subjection to the' laws of
God, to do His will, to serve Him with
full purpose of heart, having no will of
our own that comes in contact with
the wili of God.

(God grant that we may all take the
right course; God grant that in the ex-
ercise of our agency we may be faith-
ful, faithful uuoto death, always be
found faithfully battling for the cause
of our God, not counting our own lives
dear unto us, or anything else, for the
greatness and glory that is in store for
EE, which I ask in the name of Jesus,

men.,
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SOME POINTED QUESTIONS
AND SUGGESTIONS.

An esteemed correspondent of this city
forwards the following:

SALT LAKE CrIty,
January 29th, 1885.

Editor Deseret News :

I have (as well as others) been trying
to find out if the Edmunds law was
intended to be a one-sided measure or
general in its application. I have failed
so far, and appeal to you to enlighten
us, for it is claimed by some, that
while itis made to fit the ‘“*Mormon”’
back, it is impossible to make it stick
OL taat part of the Gentile form. Also
that a good many things are done in
the Commissioner’s court with a high
hand that could not be attempted (for
fear or otherwise) in the justices’
courts. Mr. Dickson,Marshal Ireland,
the irrepressible Sam Gilson, Jim Mc-
Curdy, Capt. Greenman ana a host of
others of that ilk are dragging into
court every ‘‘Mormon' who is sus-
pected of having more wives than one
or is supposed to be guilty of the crime
of having opportunities for unlawful
cohabitation, causing the suspected
parties a good deal of trouble, expense
and annoyance,

Could 1t.not be warked by the majo-



