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DISCOURSE
VeNdeliveredvered by Prepresidentsint joseph F smith

aundray aa at a conference
stakes of zionmon in awonaaamnaofef abw jour

howheld at apache county
Artarisonasona

in attempting to sayaay a few words
idelle an interest in your feelings and
to your faith andaad brayereprayere torfor I1 am

6 the favor of thedependentpadent upon
for whatwhat I1 shall say to you

it tois vtveryry pleasing to contemplate the
work of god in wwhichblob we are engaged
it Isfa worthy of our mostmoat careful
thought and attention for it not only

by the spirit of inseeks to give us
a knowledge of those prin

necessary to our salvachiples which are
uon andaad exaltation in the presence of
god but it wokeseeks by an orgorganizationanimationanization
which god has revealed and estab-
lished in the earth to discipline us and
to give us experience and understand-
ing in relation to the working and
binding effects of those principles the
googospelI1 itself Is a code of laws
phrohwhich originated in the heavens and
which tois given to memen on the earth to
enable themthern to ASSassimilate themselves
to those who are in heaven that in
the observance of the laws and
pleapies which they are governed by we
may be like unto tthemhem and become fit-
ted to dwell with them when we shall
navehave done with the things of time
the principles of the gospel are not
only perfect in themselves butbit the
organorganizationtion of theabe chuchurchrob is also per-
fectt in itself and the order of govern-
ment which god hhasas instituted for his
peopeoplepie isais a pattern of that which is in
the heavens

we are told in the revelations that
in this church there are two priest
hoshoods the edeo and the
haronimAaronlc and this priesthood
is an appendage toto the isedee
priesthood which is the first or great-
er and which is after the order of the
son of god there are numerous
offices connected Wwithith these two priest
hoods such anaa apostles patriarchs
high priestspl ests seventies elders priests
Tojteachers and deacons the priesthood
of holds the presiding
power endand authority and by virtue otof
a mans possessing the keys and auth-
ority of the priesthood he
is able to minister in all the letleeserser
offices of thesetheme two priest hooda because
the greater always comprehends the
leer wewwweareare also told that the office
ofit fta bishop belongs to the lesser or

priesthood and that when-
ever there are found in the church
legitimate descendants of aaron then
the bishops will be chosen from his
seed because this office bolbelong tuto
them by right and when a literal
descendant of aaron lais found to offici-
ate in the office of bishop he will do
so without counselors but he will be
chosen and ordained and set apart to
officiate in this office by those who
hold the Melchisededeoeo priesthood he
will not be able to seize the office by
reason of his being a descendant of
aaron any more than a person isin en-
titled to any office in the priesthood
because he is born in the church all
persons have to be set apart and or
bained tota these officeseffim and callings by
those who bold the authority so thatthai
if there was a descendant of aaron
here whom it was thought proper to
choose to fill the office of bishop in the
church and to sit as a common
judge in the midst of the peo-
ple he would have to be called
and ordained to that office and
set apart to officiate in it by the pre-
siding officers of the
priesthood the office of bishop or
presiding officer in the lesser priest-
hood is to look afafterter and take care of
the temporal affairs of the church
hence it becomes the duty 0ofr the
bishop to look after the xafeathering of
the tithing of the people andabd other
contributions which are made for the
building oiof temples and houses of
worship for the sending of the gospel
to the nations of the earth for the
gathering of the poor for the main
tie nance of the ministry for the support
ofif the poor to look after such as are in
need and to minister unto them ac-
cording to their necessities but it isin
the duty of him who holds the high0priesthood which is after the orderorder of
the son of god to preside over all the
officers of the priesthood and over all
the members of the church when he
is chosen and set apart to prepresideelde for
instance the presidency of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints is composed of three high
priests who are chosen from the body
of the high priestseata and who are sus-
tained by all the priesthood and mem-
bers of the church and whose names
are presented before the assembled
congregations of the saints every halfasli
year for them to manifest their will
faith and confidence toward them as
the presiding officers of the whole
church it isin their duty to preside
over the church it is their duty to

preside over the twelve apostles it
I1 their duty to preside over all thebe
high priests over all the seventies
and over all the stakes and wards of
zion in tackfact it tois their duty to pre-
side over all the branchesbran chee of the
church in every land and clime this
presiding council tois set apart for this
purpose and toIs sustained by the voice
of the people not only in the general
conferences halthalf yearly but in
all the stakes of zion at their
quarterly conference the presiding
authorities the church are present
ed before the people that they may
sustain or reject them as they wesee
fit

the twelve apostles are a travel-
ing high council called and appoint
ed to officiate in the ministry and in
the preaching of the gospel of christ
in all the nations of the earth as well
as in the stakes of zion under the
direction of the presidency of the
church the seventies are quorums
each of seventy elders who are
chosen and ordained for the purpose of
assisting the twelve apostles to carry
the gospel to the nations of the earth
wherever the apostles have not power
or time to carry it themselves they
are therefore auxiliary elders chosen
to be assistants of the twelve apos
ties in spreading the gospel
that gospel may be preached
to the people that they may
understand the truth as it16 tois in christ
jesus and that they may growgraw up in
the knowledge of god and in an un

of those principles which
are calculated to save them as brother
george Reynold sone of theFirst seven
presidents of the seventies has been
preaching the first principles of the
gospel to us here this afternoon these
are all general authorities of the
church and it tois their duty to labor
for the welfare of zion everywhere
wherever they are called and appoint
ed by their presiding officers to go

then we come to an organization
wwhich we call a stake this meeting
is a gathering of latter day gainsaintsto who
are members of tourfour separate stakes of
Zion located in arizona we have here
the presidents of these tourfour staked
with their counselorscounselor3 and a number of
the bishops and other officers we
have come here to hold a conference to
teach and be taught and to rejoice
together in the truth we have come
to be taught in relation to our duties asaa
presidents of stakes as counselors
as high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors as bishops etc


