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DISCOURSE

] sident Joseph F, Smith,
Dd:}l}oe:iiizy 5:5; 4th, af_ a Uonference
of the fo’ur Stakes of Zon in Arizora,
held ot . tinetop, Apache Counfy,
Arizona.

In atternpting to say & few words
Id:n:lre l:m lllj:terist tn yourfeellngnand
in your falth amd prayers for [ am
dependent upon the favor of the
Almignty for what I shall 8ay Lo you.

It is very pleasing to contemplate the
%otk of God In whloh we are engaged.
It 18 worthy of ouf most careful
thought nnd attention; for it not only
seeks to glve us, by the spirit of ip-
spiration, a knowledge of those prin.
ciples which arc hecesinry to our salva-
tion and exaltation in the presence of
God, but it seeks, by Al orfzanization
which God has revealed and estab-
lished in the earth,to disclpline us and
to give us experience and underatand-
ing iu relation to the working and
binding effucts of thoee principles. The
Gospel Itself s s code ol laws
which originated in the heavens, and
which {g given to med on-the earth to
enable them to assimilate themeelves
to those who are in heaven, thatin
the obeervance of the laws and prinei-
ples which they are governed by we
may be like unto them and become fit-
ted to dwell with them when we shall
have done with the things of time.
The principles of the Gospel are not
only perfeot In themselves, but the
organization of the Church is aleo per-
fect 1n itself, and the order of govern-
ment which God has inatitated for His
people {8 & pattern of that whioh le in
the hesvene.

Wae are told 1o the revelations that
in this Churoh there are two priest-
boods — the Melchisedeg and the
Asronie; and this Asronie Priesthood
6 an appendage to the Melohiredec
Priesthoou, which is the firet or great-
er, and which is after the onder of the
Bon of (Jod. There are numefous
offices gonnected with these two Prieat-
boode, such as A postles, Patrlarche,
High Priests, Boventies, Elders, Priests,
Teachera and Deacons. The priesthood
of Melchisedec holds the presiding
power e nd nuthority; and by virtue ot
2 man’s pussessing the keys and auth-
ority of the Melohisedec priesthood he
Is nble to minister in all the leeser
offices of these two priestboods,because
the greater always comprehends the
lesser, We are also told that the ottice
of a Blahop belougs to the lesser or

‘offlclate in this office by those who

Aaronip prlesthood; snd that when-
ever there ure found in the Church
legitimate descendants of Aaron, then
the Bishops will be chosen from .his
seed, because this office belongs to
them by right. Apd when a literal
descendant of Aaronis found to offici-
ate in the office of Bishop, he will do
8o without counselors. But he wiil be
chosen and ordained and et apart to

hold the Melohisedec priesthood. He
will not be able to seize the office by
reason of his being a descendant of
Aaron, any more than a person is en-
titled to any office in the prlesthood
becauge he {s boru in the Church. All
persoua hove to be set apart and or-
dained to these offices and onliings by
those who bold the suthority. So that
if there was s descendant of Aaron
here whom It was thought proper to
choose to fill the office of Bishop in the

Churoh, and to sit a8 & common
judge ‘n the midst of the peo-
pls, he would have to be culled

and ordaiped to that office, and
set mpart to officlate in it, by the pre-
shilng ofticers of the Melchlaedec
priesthood. The offipe of Bishop, or
presiding officer in the lesser priest-
hood, 18 to look after and lake cmre of
the temporal atfairs of the Churoh,
Hence it becomes the duty of the

preside over the Twelve Aposties. It
fa their duty to preside over all the
High Priests, over all the Beventles,
and over all the Stakes and warda of
Zion. Lo fact, It is their duty to pre-
slde over all the branches of the
Church in every land and clime. Thia
preeiding oouncil ia eet mpart for this
purpose, and {s sustained by the voice
of the people, not only in the goneral
confersnces, balf yearly, bhut in
all the Btakes of Zion, at thelr
quarterly conference. The preaiding
anthorities p! the Churob ure present.
ed before the people that they may
sustain or refject them, ns they aee
fit.

The Twelve Apostles are a travel-
ing High Councll, called and appoint-
el to ofticiate in the miinlatry and in
the preaching of the Gospel of Chrlat
in wll the nations of the earth, as well
48 in the Slakes of Zion, under the
direction of the Presidency of the
Church. The Beventies are quorums
each of Beventy Elders, who are
chosen and ordalued for the purpose of
apsisting the Twelve Apostles to carry
the Gospel to the nations of the earth,
wherever the Apostles have not power
or time to carry it themeelves, They
are, therefore, auxiliary Elders, chosen
w be amsslatants of the Twelve A pos-

Bishop to look after the uathering ot
the tithing of the people, and other
contributions which are made for tho|
building of templea and bouses of |
worship, for the sending of the Gospel|
tv the natlons of the eurth, forthe |
gathering of the poor, for the main-
tenance of the miniatry, for the support
uf the poor, to look after such na are In
need nnd to minlster unte them ac-
cording to their neceesities. But it is
the duty of him who bolds the High
Priesthood, which is after the order of
the Bon of God, to preside over all the!
officers of the Pricsthood and over all
the membets of the Chutch, when he
is obogen and set apart to preeids, For
instance, the Preeidency of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Baints is cuomposed of three High
Priests, who are chosen from the body
of the High Priests, and who are sus.
tained by all the Priesthood and mem-
bers of the Church, and whoee names
are presented belofe Lthe assembley
ocongregations of the Salnis every half
year, for them to manifest Lhelr will,
faith and confidence toward them as
the presiding offlcera of the whole
Church. It js their duty to preside

over the Church. It s their duty to

ties 1o  spreudlug the Gosapel,
that Gospel may he preached
to the people, that they may

understand the truth as it is in Christ
Jesus, and that they may grow up in
the knowledge of God and in ap un-
derstauding of those pringiples which
are caloulated to save them, na Brother
Ueorge Reynolds,one of theFirst Beven
Presidents of the Beveniies, has been
preaching the first prinoiples of the
(Gospel to 8 here this afternoon. These
are all genera] authoritles of the
Church, and it is their duty to labor
for the welfare of Zion everywhere,
whetever they are called and appoint-
od by_their presidlog oflicers to go.
Then we come (0 an orgapization
which we call a Stake. This meeling
is a gathering of Liatter-day Baints who
are members of Tour separate Blakes of
Ztion,located in Arizona. We have here
the presidenta of these four Stakes,
with their counsslors, and a number of
the Bishops and other officers. We
havecoms here to hold a Conference, to
teach nnd be taught, and 1o rejoice
logether in the truth,
to be taught In relation to our duties ag
Preeldents of Btakes, as Counsclors,
sz High Councilors, as Bishops, ete.

We have come ’
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