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REMARKS .. ..

By President DANIEL H. W ELLS; Tabernacle,

In:ru‘n?-:l‘*n'i'i"hf. D. tfﬁpi '
I teel thankful for a part ard lot in the
great work of the last days, Itis a calling

Ce— —— -

not delivered us from the power of wicked, ! tained by practicing and Jiving fﬁithhﬂlr up

ungodly and cesigning men, and givenus ﬂnitu them. Hence it is that the shafts of the
inheritance far from their power, where we enemy are directed against us for the over-
can worship bim, none daring to make us throw and destruction ofjthose holy Erincipleu.
afraid? Has he not blessed this Jand in a ‘ We know of a verity that the woik in which
miraculous manner to bring forth for the sus- | we are engaged is of God; we know we have

tenance of his people?  He has rhielded us the knowledge of God our Father and of his

that eught to engage all our interests and
welfare, being inculcated in the maintenance
of those priuciples which alone can bring |
salvation to' the Luman family. My soul de-
Jights in them. They must be sustained,
though all th* world should rige in opposition.
We live in that age of the world which the
ancient prophets have foreseen, when the
wicked would “*make a man an offender for a

word, and 13}
in the gate,an
ef nought.” |
world does not know what righteousness to-
wards God consists in; they place great stress
upon this, that, aud the ether doctrine or
principle as being necessary fo salvation,
which has not been thought of by any person
who has been sent of God to lay before the
children ef men the true way. They have
made laws and rues of faith, gnd set up
ehurch governments that capnot be drawn
from anytbing to be found in the boly scrip-
gures, or in any revelation I know anything

about. :
teousness

Obedicrce fowards God is righteou
towards God, “Jesus answered and said un-
to them, If a man love me, he will keep my

words; and my Fatber will love him,” ete. | pe} and with this people.

1n order to become & holy and righteous peo-
ple, it is necessary to listen to and obey

as for him that reproveth
5 w the just for a th ng :
have often though* that the

[

from 1hé savage foe, and given us influence Son Jesus Christ, whom to know is life ever-
over them, whereby we can travel to and fro lasting. We know in whom we bave put our
among them, and from place to place in com- llutut,; we know the principles which we have
parative safety. How can we render unto espoused are based upon a golid' and sure
him - sufficient homage, thanksgiving ‘and foundation. We know they are true, and
praise to preve unto him that we do appre- l truth is eternal, and will lead to exaltation in
ciate his great and manifold mercies? I'kmow the kingdom of God if we are true toeach
of no better way ‘than to be obedient to the other, and to the principles which have been
calls made upon us from time to time, to revealed. We are not guessing at these
respond to them in that free way that shall | things, nor groping our way in the dark in
rove to God that all we have, and all we relation to them. Should not our course be
can do is held and devoted to the promotion |to turn aside every shaft of the enemy aimed
of the capsé which we have espoused, regard- 'at our brother, as well as at ourselves? When
less of the consequences. - | ‘we see danger, should we not warn our bro-
"We shounld not hesitate when any thing is |[ther against it and use - every exertion to
‘proposed to be done for the promotion of the assist each other to walk faithfully in the
cause of God on the earth, but should say, right way, shielding each other from the
make way, prejudices; go to the board, what- | power of the enemy and endeavoring to pick

'ever traditions would rise up. When the upthose who'are wandering into by and for-

Lord speaks, let everything else give way; as | hidden paths, pointing out to them the right
the masses of the Eenple would fall back on | way, and exborting them to walk init? We
the approach of the king; so let our own should guide the footsteps of the young and
ideas and prepossessed notions give place to ignordnt,and teach them the principles which
the word of the Lord, and to tte wisdom that ! have a tendency to bring them into the path
emanates from him; let everything else be- of life and glory. We should try to overcome
come subservient to those princijles, doctrines all weaknesses and eradicate from our bosoms
and truths, This is the way I have alwayu_: every unholy desird, and remove from our
felt since I became acquainted with this gos- footsteps every evil way. We too often see

- carelessness and indifference in the midst of
This work is not done in a eorner, but it |this people with regard (o these small mat-

every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God, through bis servants whom he has placed |
to guide his kingdom on tLe earth. 'Thisis
righteonsness towards God. It is said we

has been sent to the whole wor’d, and ail men .[tars; [ call them small, because they are so
have the privilege of abiding the same prin- \ufte_ﬂ passed by and neglected. '

ciples of truth which we have embraced, if| We ought to irslil into onr children a nice
they shall choose fo do so; but becaunse they 'seuse of bhonor and tru bfulness in their

do net chooge to do so, it should not become |

words, that when they come to act in real life
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Mormons. Then let us attend to thege mat.-
ters and govern ourselves by the holy princi-
ples that bhave been revealed to our under--
standings, live our holy religion faithfully and
bring forth the blessings of peace, the bless-
ings of the Almighty which are ready to drop
from the heavens upon us as fast as we are
able to receive and use them profitably te our-
selves and to the work im which we are en-
gaged, The child needs first to ripen in
judgment and good understanding before the
father can commit any great trust to his
charge; so it is in the dealings of our Hraven-
'ly Father with his people: he knows better
;than we do when to bestow great blessings
‘upon us, and what is for our best good. We
' should improve upon the blessings he has al-
| ready given us to the fullest ex!ent of the
light and information we can get, and not
troub'e ourselves as to wh.t is in the future,
because that is just beyond our reach. If we
travel in the path I have been trying to mark
eut, we shall attain everylhing we can ask
for in due time. By improving upon what we
have, by keeping ourselves unspotted from
this untoward Eenﬂﬁti’ﬂn, by walking in faith
and obedience before our God, we can attain
to more than we have now any knowledge of.
‘“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, ner hath
it entered into the heart of man to conceive
the th ngs that are in store for the faithful,”
when they shall attain to that stature in
Cbrist that will entitle them to receive them.

I do not, however, wish to throw the mind
of the community upon something great in
the future to the neglect of present b'eesings
and present duties, ILet us eount over the-
blessings we this day erjoy s letyus look into
the past and mark the constant flow of bless-
ings with »h ch the history of this people hss
been attended from the beginning; neither do
I wish us to stop here and say that we bave

can do pothing for the Lord, that if he Was|a rock of offince and a stumbling bloek to

K they may receive and reverence prirciples of ] all we need; but while we are desiring bless-

an hungered, he would not ask us for bread, ] them por tous. We have undertaken to sus- holiness that will lead them ultimately to the_j’irrgs that are g*ill future to us, let us not neg-

et<c.; but we can perform the duties we owe {ain these holy .principles which have been
to bim, by the peiformance of ihe duties we'reyealed in the last daysyshall we now falter?
owe to each other; in this wa ?Fwehcan ﬁlﬂ}*’ | or shall we, oecause nlﬂeruﬂpoin_t the finger of
pm:eh.eu ﬂ[P?vgih:"g;’eg‘:‘;u‘;n;; ‘:r :n‘g | ﬂcirlmb atk us, tbefaﬂha q{?{ a]::‘.; thuithu!yk cause
in heaven. *“An ar ack out from 1 oes make any
L 7 gl e A P 2001 gl o s o B e
much as ye hay _ 0. is for us to eling together and .
ey e o e I Ky i
me. 0 * | o walk in.
doing good to the brethren than the L'*]:t”' ‘There are féw probably in this chureh and
day 53'1“!?;? ﬂbﬂ E“ & ﬁn;r?chance of eDOW- | kingdom but ‘what have in thn; possession
igg their faith by their workss gome kind of a tes'imony whie |
Thé gﬂhering of l-{ﬂﬁ}t? Wtﬂaﬁ;tii:;; their satis‘action that this is the work of
one of the many opportunities )
ple have of showing their‘ good works to their | gards who do. not betong tothe church have
agton i lan, asiom, S vt 2% | iente o i ruh, Lot il et i b
suffering for want of e mind is hound to receive an elieve
of lii"é,swhu are pleadirg day by d“} With | the truth according to the amount of testi-
their brethreln :n;i with the ILﬂffhtﬂPtl:*T“? mony given, and the evidence rprt:tr}dufﬂd, bat
for temporal deliverance. In iDese va Jeys through pride the majority cf -the Luman
the people are ;weif prnvidfid f;i; :: 1:?;1112-1;': | family wtilll not :ddmit the tru*lh n;;r‘-:}'ﬁ al-
Ry st i o oS o ol o o By
expending a portion of their means to gather | they please, that is no reason why we should
Jarael. A creat many are doing what they | fajifer, chanze our course in the least, or alter
think they can !dq, E{J;_zgtlifi:;ﬂfllﬁ;:;fﬂ m'l{l ri_ej-urnithﬁ]léii‘ua‘{-atn; gnwatd“ cu?lin uallﬂ
more as a people in aidi atd prove to the Lour at we are true @
which is uge ;Fnrti,un of the great work of the fgm,r:ru[ to him.
last days., Tuis ia a part of our religion, tﬂi “"We live in a land ‘of liberty, where the
1

do all the good we can, in aiding and ass sting | power and the control rests with €he people,
cur brefhren in'distress who are of the house- | or should do so; to a great extent it does so.
hold of £iith, and'ia placing them in a condi- [ We have great liberty, we bave great free-
tion" like unto ourselves in these quiet vales | 4om, notwithstanding the efforts of some to
of the monntaine, where they can be fieed | abridge our liberties, and our freedom; stili
from the thraldom 6f 8'n and oppression, in | the Lord is not unmindfal of us, for he directs
which they have lived to the present time.|and governs the aflairs of the children of
We have so far affected our deliverance, and | ;pen, more especially now, since he has com-
in thie the Lord has been extremely kind to|menced his work in the last days. I think I
usyin planting our feet in these goodly val'eys | might qualify this a little by saying more
where we have been blessed and proepered. | ¢gpecially to our understanding. 1 have no
No person here need go without the common | doubt but what he has a ways done so; but
necessaries of life. How much will we de- |the heavens in a manner has been shut up to
vote to the deliverance of our brethren, who | the vision and view of miankind for a long
are ‘as anxious as we are to identify their | time,but now his dealinzs with them have bes
interests with the king/om of Geod at head-| come more manifest than in ages gone by; we
quarters, where they, like us,canbe benefited | can now see his foot-prints more clearly and
iu the instractions we receive here from time | ¢on realize mote sénsibly the work in which
to time? 1 have often thonght that we do not | he is moving; bringing to pass his purposes
fairly comprebend the great mercies and bless- | for {he redemption of the world, for the over-
it gs the Almighty has conferred upon us; if | throw of sin and iniquity, and for the esta-
we did, we should show our appreciation of | hlishment of his kingdom, which prophets

them by ouf actions in aiding those who are | Jang ages past and gone have seen would be

so ankfons to be deliveréd from Babylon, lo| get up in the last days. We have undertaken
be planted in these valleys and partic:pa‘e inito do our part towards establiching his king-
the blessings we erjoy. | dom, which will eventually reign over the
As [ said in the beginning, the wnrldi is | whole earth, where all nationg, kinrdoms,
epposed to us, but we have nothing to do with [ tongues and people will acknowledge Eman-
them in one sense, but to do our duty and | yel’s sway, anI the earth be lit up with the
sustaine righteous principlés with’ an ‘eye | glory of God and”be prepared for his Ling-
aingle tothe glory ¢f Godsin this he will sus-  dom and coming,
fain us and bring ws off- victorious at last.| JIn tLese villeys of the mountains a pucleus
We have great reason to be thenkfel this/{s final'y formed of a people who bhave been
morning for the great jeace and prosperity | gathered ott from all the nations of fhe earth,
which attends us as a people; we have great | for the express purpose of sustaining holy and
¢ause to réjoice before the Lord of hoste, who | righteous princivles which the Almizhty bas
hag been a kind Father unio us from our early ‘revedled from {he bheavens, and fo form a
infancy to this tine. 'What has he not done | community that shall be self-sustaining. Lat-

proves {o |

heaven; it has touched tbheir hearts, ' Thou-

' possegsion of eternal life and salvation. Pio-| lect the things which ‘are now within our
ple often speak jestingly of the holy things|reach day by day, bub live econstantly our
which we hold, or should held sacred. Ihave|holy reli-ion, being faithful and diligent in all
hesrd people do i, and always tell them they  things that are for us-to-day, eleaving closcly
would satisfy my feelings much better if they | to the Lord, knowing that we are in his hands,
| wounld not make a jest of (hings I hold sacred, | and that we are his children, baving all con-
[ remember a man in Nauvoo, who was con- | fidence in him and in his constituted authori-
‘8picuous in this church, once at a parly say-|tias on the earth, then will our knowledge and
ing to the fiddler, “Let me lay h-nds on that intelligence increase and our ble:gings will
old fiddle, and then Eerhapn you will not have | continue in a steady. flow. This is all the
so much troub e with the strings.”> I wasthen!business we have on hand to attend to, to
& Gentile, as they called them, and bLe noserve our God and make ourselves comforta-

things would please me,bat I always despised
him afterwards for making use of such an
expression, and making light of one of the
holy ordinances of God which he professed
to believe in. Jesting on sacred malieis
grales oo my ears. I do not suppose peo-

le mean any harm when they de it, but it

as a deleterious influence upon our chil-
‘dren, whom we ought to teach to reverence
‘sacred (hin:s. 1 woud like their sense of
honor to be such th- t they wild do right be-
cause they love to do righ!, and not refrain
from doing wrong meiely because they are
afraid somebody will see them do wrong,
Let the love of right be brel in them, that
feeling of honest congciousness of doing right,
and not evil, that shall preserve them in the
hour of temptation. Let the love of right be

everything we need for our sustenance and
support, building bouses, making roacs, open-
ing farms, p'anting orchards and vineysrde,
bringing from the mountains {imber ard lum-
ver and all things else we nced. Al this la-
bor is necessary to sustain us, and, that the
Lord may have a people who are zealous of
good works, and who will de his bidding and
lhru_n%h whom his kingdom may be pata_hlgighed
upon tlie earth, aud become a self-suslaining
community, being governed, and controlled in
every rarticular by the revelations of the
Most High, and by the principles whicli*he
has revealed, n We are now the best governed
people in the world, and for the best of all
reasons, we bave the best government, and
the best governor; our Heavenly Father is at
the helm, frem whom emapates all wisdom,
instilled in their young and te der minds,| truth and rightcousness.: No matter whaitle
tbat it may grow with their giowth and difficulties are which we are called upon to
strecgthen with "their strengib, learning to overcome, still we have ew'-._ryt.hing to en-
‘love the truth for its beauty, and the things !,| courage us; we can go to the great fountain c§
‘of God because they are worthy of being | all good; nothing can compare with fkis,
loved. Oftin people are deterred from doing Should we not feel encouraged and rejoice,
right because of what the world will say,|and give praise and thanksgiving to God, who
'and for fear of the peinting of the finger of | 18 so good a father fo us, who has watched
I!curn. That is not what we should care| over us to this day, to say pothing of the glo-
about; we should care to p'ease God and do| rious future which is opening up before us corn-
(the thi gs that are right before him and then| tinnally. | i
let the world wag as it wil'. This ought to! This people have a future which the werld
be our motlo, and we oucht constantly to little dreawns of. They w1l see the time when
geek to instil this feeling inlo the besoms nf| those who seek .to destroy them from urder
our children, that they may act upon the heaven will come bo«ing and fcraping to
principles of right because they love them,l them obsequiously and sycophentic, enpugh,
‘and prefer them because they are good before  no doubt. That,bhowever, does rot z2ffect na
(the Lord, and eschewing evil because it is| one way or the other; it ig for us to de right
hateful to them. The clild is naturaily in- | and pleass our God wi h fuli putpose of heart,
clined to this way. It is their associations|thathis will may be done on the tar.2y@s it is
with the wickednees that is in the world ihat| donein heaven. The Lotd will ‘net slacken
‘teaches them hypoerisy and evil of every bis haud nor Jook backward; but will progresa
description, and the fearof the world’sscorn, onward with his people who will abide fuith-
their laugh snd riba'ed jest bave their influ- ful and true to him. Righteousness must pr: -
ence upon the mind of tbe child Hence it dominate in ke midst of this peeple, and iui-
becomes necessary that mere. pains shou'd quily will have no part or lot with them, but
be taken in instructing them and showing il 2uy zmong them wish to workiiniquity and
themn the propriely ol tinthfuiness and hon-' do not delight in holy - prineiples, this i8 net
est uprightness of conduct to strength-n and the place for them; they bad better go where
‘protect them in the bour of tér ptation, there are influences more .congenial, where
This gréeat work in regard: to training our they will nt be abridged in-theic des res tado
' children should not be neglected, because it evil. No man bas libesty to do evily, thorgl,
(is walle they are young that we can have bhe may have the power, nor bas he ey rj'gi,t
‘the greatest and most lasting i fluence over to do evil, There is no.law azsinsi . dang
thém. Itis the privilege of the Latter Day |right, but the law is against deing wrorz.
Saiuts in thes» valleys of ihe mountains more| Man has power to do right or wrong as Le

for us? Do we not live in anage of the world | ter Day Saints associate together in a tom-4particularly to attend to this sacred duty, be- pleases, but Lie is held responsible for (bat

in which he has revealed bis holy gospel and
¢ent his messengers with the light of the gos-|that (hey
pel, and have we rot become the happy parti- | doctrines and prineciples God bhas revealed to
cipantd of this knowledge? Is not our feet [them are self-sustaining in their nature, so
planted upon the rock of salvation? Hasg he much o that a whole community may be sus-

can sustain themselves, that the

munity to prove to the Lord and to the world | €ause when we mingled wiih the outside!piwer and the exéreise of it. . -

 wor-d we could not there enjoy (he righis, the | MHE God bless us and help us tg]inﬁght_;tn
}Iib‘_etty asd the freedom we enjoy im these keep Lis laws and cormandmentsanc plautes
‘mountains, No child is laugbed and scoffed ' holy, 2nd be cbedient to L p-ail things, ig

at Liere because his father and mother are my prayer in the pame of Jesus: Amca,

doubt thought that such jesting with boly | ble and bappr zicuring from the. elements



