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prayers of the latter day saints that
are here assembled of the es-
peciallypec lallyally

this is about as large a congregation
of sisters as I1 have seen lately and itif
is good to be here it itsis very interest-
ing to listen to the aged mothers in
israel who have spoken this afternoon

aunts zina and bathsheba and
sister horn all of whom were ac-
quaintedquain ted personally with theme prophet
joseph smith those that knew him
arearb becoming very scarce among us
now yet I1 hear today quite a number
and I1 presume there are others within
the sound of my voice who knowknew the
prophet joseph smith were ac-
quaintedquain ted with him and received iuin

under his own teaching and
voice I1 was pleased to hear the testi-
mony of aunt bathsheba who told us
that she was present at the first organ-
ization of the reliefbelief society jnin nauvoo
it will be fifty years on of next
march since that took place A great
amount of good has been done by that
organization since that time

As president richards has been
telling us this afternoon thousands of
dollars had been contributed by this
stake and other stakes torfor the build
ing of the temples audand perhaps thou-
a ands of dollars have been contributed
by them in assisting to build our ward
meetingmeetinghouseshouses then thousands of
dollars probably have baenbeen raised and
paid towards the clothing of the poor
andaad those that were destitute al-
though L am happy to say that the
lord has blessed zionZ ion to such an ex-
tent that the children of zion need but
little assistance butbui the stranger who
is coming within our gates I1 see
frequently calls for alms audand the
latter day salutesaints are in a position to
extend to them some help to feed the
hungry and they do not turn away
the hungered from their doors the
lord has blessed us to this extent and
there are voryvery few of the children of
zion ifaif a ayiyy who lack bread and few
of the people of god but what are in a
position to take care of themselves ex-
cept the very aged and those that are
gathered to this land chion gd has
given to hitshis people from the poor dis-
tricts of the old world many of them
have come here destitute and
need assistance and the saints have
been blestbleat with means to assist them
the RIbilietiet societies have gone to their
support a d I1 believe more could be
done in this direction by these societies
itif everywhere in the church the same
union and lively interest were mani-
fested that are exhibited by the socie-
ties of this stake of zion

I1 am very much pleased with the
reports that we nearbar of the societies otof
this stake they are lively and united
and there Jsis no conflict between them
and the presidency of the stake and
the bishops of the vailous wards all
are united on friendly terms and this
is as it should be because there should
be no conflict between any of the or-
ganizations instituted for the benefit of
the young the aged and the poor and
for the benefit of alall nor between those
quorums and organizations and author-
ities of the priesthood established in
the church

the priesthood stand at the head
they preside over all things it Is the
duty of those that bear to
look after all the organizations of the
Churchurchcli not only the organization of
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the priesthood but also all the organi-
zations instituted for the benefit of the
people at large our reliefbelief societies
mutual improvement associations
primaries and our cocooperative asso-
ciationsciati ons and all our organizations that
have been devised for the building up
of the people of god and the prosperity
of truth and righteousness in the land
all of these should receive the super-
visory and fatherly care and attention
and the deep and abiding interest of
the authorities of the church
whether in the ward or in the
general authorities of the church
because the priesthood are interested
inim the welfare of the people of god
and the building up and establishment
of4 Z on on the earth and all these
organizations that have been framed
established and ordained of QG d should
look to these presiding authorities and
operate in harmony with them honor
lag them in their places andAnds so eachveach
honoring the other the lesser honor-
ing the great and the greater the less
audand thus through all the ramifications
of the church thus we pull all together
a strong pull a lonylong pull for the
lish ment of the church I1 am pleased
it is so in this stake of zion and I1
hope it is so everywhere else in zion
although I1 am not prepared to stateslaty
what is the condition otof affairs away
from here

another item I1 wish to call atten-
tion to that was mentioned by sister
bathsheba she was present when
the prophet gave the endowment sand
she testified here that there were wit
nesses to the fact that joseph smith
did establish these ordinances in the
church that is to say that god estab-
lished them through the prophet
joseph smith and not as many saynay
through president young

god raised up the prophet joseph
smith to do the work that he did and
as I1 said this I1 will repeat
again the ardli rd almighty through
joseph smith the prophet laid the
foundation of this work and upon that
foundation president brighambrig ham
presidents john taylor and wilford
woodruff have been building and
will continue to build and those that
come after president woodruff will
continue to build upon that foundation
for the lord showed unto joseph
smith the plan of the Gospelthe plan of
redemption of the human family the
plan of the restoration of the
righteousness of god upon the face of
the earth and his purposes from the
foundation of the world and that they
should be accomplished in the fullness
of times and president joseph
smith had good help the lord
raised up good men to assist him and
although he was harassed by traitors
yet president brigham young john
taylor and others were firm and faith-
ful and stood by the prophet through
thick and thin and they were helps to
the prophet they strengthened hisbis
handband and they participated with him
in the work of god and president
young had the good help of those
tried and faithful mmenon who remained
with him heber was true to presi-
dent young as had president young
been to joseph smith and so were
others brothers wilford woodruff
willard richards lorenzo and eras-
tus snow and many others were as
true to the prophet brigham young
as they had been to the

prophet joseph smith so his
hands were strengthened and
upheld by the influence and voice ofgodao d men and the power and wisdom
and intelligence of god to do the work
for which the lord hadbad raised them up
the lord will raise up men all the
time to do his work antiand we need not
fear that the time will ever come when
the lord will lack men to do his work
undand accomplish his purpurposes god has
put forth his hand for the last time to
accomplish Hhisis work and do you think
hede will see it fail or leave it to another
people I1 do not think he will aso
longaslung as there are faithful men dupock
the earth

there will be some left many years
to come no doubt that livedhieu in the days
of therhe prophet joseph smith I1 renzena
oer him myself verivery well thoughthongi i I1 was
but a very little boy at that time the
last occasion I1 remember otof hinhim waswag
wwuenben hebe was brought home from carth
age a corpse I1 remember him still asias X
saw him on that day but just pre-
vious to that i remember him with
others coming back across the Atmissis-
sippi

issis
river in a boat I1 remember thenathem

landing near our home they came into
my fathers house the prophet took
mecue upon his knee and caressed me as aa
littlelittlechildchild trite with the remarks he
made at the time I1 remember well and
shall not forget while memory lasts
rhofhe time will come perhapsperham when we
will see but very fefew men or women
in this church who were old enough to
understand things in the days of the
prophet J osephjoseph smith then it will
be something to say qr saw the prophet
in my youth in my childhood 1 l itnoes me good to see one that has seen
the prophet of god joseph smith the
man that the lord honored with
his own presence and the presenceI1his own son the man who kneeleddb08
tore the father and the son whom he
beheld I1ini i their glory when the father
pointed to the son and said this laIs
my beloved son hear him

lb it not something to live in a day
when such a man as this lived among
menmed and is18 it not something to say
that I1 saw him and heard hisbis voice or
sat upon his knee I1 think it is and
yet the great thing is not what we
have seen nor what we have heard nor
those with whom we have associatedassociateds
but the great thing is he that boeth
the will ofif the father he that boeth
the things that god has commanded
hinihim to do he shall receive the bless
ings of god many of you never saw
the prophet never heard his voice
yet you have obeyed the gospel and
been faithful to the gospel ever since
thesisthis is the great desideradesideratumturn and lotlet
memesaysay to you those that have heard the
gospel and obeyed it without seeing
blessed indeedluneed are you blessed are
those who have seen and believed but
in one sense more blessed is hebe thatthae
believes though he hathbath notdot seen and
yet has been faithful how can a man
who has seen and heard fallfail to be
faithful how is it possible for these
sisters who are here one of them a
wife of the prophet joseph who waswaa
sealed to him in hisbis lifetime who
were familiar with the prophet as such
and as a man of god ever deny the
faith or turn away from it what
would you think of one who has thus
been privileged fallingfailing from the
gospel denying the faith or faltering
in the work of god what would you
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