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prayers of the Latter-day Saints that
are here assembled, of the sisters es-
peclally.

Thia is about as large a cougregation
of sisters as I bave seen lately, and it
is good to be here. It iy very interest-
ing to listen to the aged mothers in
Iurael who have spoken this afternoon
—Aunts Zina apd Bathsheba and
8iater Horn—=zll of whom were ac-
quainted personally with Lthe Prophet
Joseph Bmith. Those that knew him
are becoming very scarce among us
now; yet I hear today quite a oumber,
and 1 presume there are others within
the sound of my voice, who ksnew the
Pfophet Joseph Bmith, were sac-
quainted with hini, apnd received in
structions under his own tesching and
voice. 1 was pleased to bear the testi-
mony of Aunt Bathsheba who told us
thhat she was preseat at the first organ-
ization of the Relief Suclety in Nauvoo.
1t will be fifty years op thel7th of next
Maurch since that took place. A great
amount of good has been done by that
organizition since that time.

Aa President Richards has been
telling us thia afterncon, thousanda of
dollars had been contributed by this
Stake, and other Btakes, for the build-
jng of the Temples, nud perhaps thou-
s10ds of dollars have been contributed
by them in assisting to bulld our ward
meeting houses, Then thousands of
dollars probably have ueen raised and
paid towards the clothipg of the poor
and those that were uestitute, al-
though L am happy to say that the
Lord has hlessed Z:on to such an ex-
tent thal the children of Zion need but
Jittle assistabice; but the stranger who
ta coming within our gates, 1 see,
frequently calls for ulms; and the
Latter-day Sajnts arein a position to
extend 1o them some help—to feed the
bungry, and they do nol turn away
the bungered from their doors. The
Liord has blessed us to this extent; and
there are very few of the ehildren of
Ziwon, 1f any, whio lack bread, and few
of the prople pf God but what are in a
pusition to take care of themsel ves, ex-
cept the very aged and those that are
gathered to this land whicn G has
given to His people from the poor tis-
tricts of the old world. Many of them
have come here destitute apd
need asststance. A nd the Saints have
been blest witi: means te assist them.
The R=liet Bocicties have gone to their
support; » d [ believe more could be
domne in this direction hy these societies
if everywhere in the Church the same
uniono and lively interest were mani-
fested that are exhibited by the socle-
ties of this SBtake of Zion.

I am yery much pleased with the
reports that we near of the societies ot
this Stake. They are lively and united,
and there is no conflict bhetween them
and the Presidency of the Stake and
the Bishops of the various wards. All
are united vo friendly terms; and this
is aa it should be; beéause there ahould
be oo conflict between any of the or-
ganizstlons instituted for the beuefit of
the young, the aged and the poor, and
for the bencilt of ali; vor between those
guorums abd organizations and antbhor-
itiee of the Privsthood esiablished in
the Church.

The Priesthood stand at the head.
They preside over all things. It is the
duty of those that bear the Pricathood to
lovk after all the organizations of the
Church; bot only the orgamization of
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zatlons instituted for the benefit of the
people at large—our Relief Socisties,
Mutual Improvement Associations,
Primaries, and our co-operativé asso-
ciations, and all our orgaunizations that
have been devised for the hullding up
of the peopleof God and the prosperity
of truth and righteousness In the innd.
All of these should .recelve the super-
visory and fatherly care and attention
and the deep and abiding interestof
the authoriti of the Church,
whetber in the ward or in ‘the
veneral authorities of the Church,
because the Priesthood are interested
in the welfare of the people of God
and the bullding up and establishment
of Z on on the earth. And all these
organizations that have been framed,
established and ordadued of @ d should
look to these presiding autborities and
vperate in harmony with them; honor-
ing them in their places. And so esch
hunoring the other; the lesser honor-
ing the great, aud the greater the less;
and thus through ail the ramifications
of the Church. Thus we puliall tugether
g strong pull, a lony: pull for the estab-
lishment of the Church.: I am pleased
it is g0 in this Btake of Zion, and I
hope it is 80 everywhere else in Zion;
although I am not prepared 10 state
what ia the comlifion of aftulrs away
from bere.

Anpother item I wish to cali atten-
Lion to that was mentioned by Siater
Bathsheba, Bhe was present when
ihe Prophet gave the endowments,and
she teetified here that there were wite
pnesses to the fact that Joseph Swilh
did establigh these ordinances in the
Church; that is to say, that Gud estab-
lished them through the Prophet
Joseph Bmith, and not as many suy,
through Presldent Young.

God raised up the Prophet Joseph
Smith to do the work that be did, and
asl sald thia morning 1 will repeat
agsin, the Lord Almighty, through
Jozeph #Bmith the Prophet, lald the
foundation of this werk, and upon that
foundation President Brigham Youug.
Preaidents John Taylor and Wilferd
Woodruft have been building, and
will continue to buiid; and those that
come Aafter FPresident Woodrnff wili
continue to build upen that foundation,
For the Lord showed unto Joseph
3mith the plan of the Gospel,the plan of
redemyplion of the hnman family, the
plan  of the restoration of the
rightecusness of God upon the face of
the earth, and His purposes from the
foundation of the world, and that they
sbhould be accomplished in the fullbess
of times, And President Joseph
Smith bad good help.. The Lord
raised up good men to assist him; and
although he was harassed by traitors,
yet President Brigham Young, John
Taylor and others were firm and faith-
ful and stood by the Prephet through
thick and thin; and they were helps te
the Prophet; they strengthened his
hand, and they participated with him
in the wark of God. And President
Young bhad the good help of those
tried and faithful men who remained
with him, Heber was true to Presi-
dent Young, as had President Young
been to Joseph Bmith; and so were
others. Brothers Wilford Woodruff,
Willard Richards, Lorenzo and Eras-
tus Snow and many others were 88
true to the Prephet Brigham Young
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B0 his
hapnds were  strengthened and
upheld by the influence and voice of
¢0 .d mes, and the power and wisdom
and intelligence of God, to do the work
for whieh the Lord bad raised them up,
The Lord will raise up men all the
time to do His work, anJd we need not
fear that the time will ever come when
the Lord will lack men to do His worl;
and accomplish His purpodes. God bag
put forth His hand for the iast time tg
accomplish His work, and do you think
He will gee it fail or leave it-to auother
people? 1 do not think He will  ag
lung 88 there are faithful men upoq
the earth,

There will be some left many years
to come, bu doubt,thatlived in the dayg
of the Prophet Joseph Bmith. I remem-
per him mysel! very well, though 1 wag
but a very little boy at that time., The
last ocoasiob I remember of him Wag
when he was brought home from Carth.
agen corpee. | remember him still as F
saw him on that day. But just pre.
vious to that [ remember him with
others coming back aoruss the Misais.
sippt river in a boat. 1 remember them
landing near our home; they came intg
wy lather’s hovuse—the Prophet took
me upon his knee and caressed me as g
jittle child. Tms, with theremarks he
made at the time I remember well, anyg
shall not forget while memory lasts,
I'he time will come, periiaps, when we
will see but very few mep or women
in thia Church who were old enough to
understand thinge in the days of the
Prophet Joseph Bmith. Then It wil]
be sumething tosay ““I saw the FProphet
in my yonoth, in my childheood.?? It
uoes me good 10 see one thal has seen
the Prophet of Ged, Juseph Bmith, the
man that the Lord honored with
His own presence and the preseunce g'f
His own Son; the man who kneeled bé-.
tore the Father and the S8on, whom he
beheld in their glory, when the Father
pointed to the Sen and eaid, “‘This is
my beloved Son, bear Him,??"

Is it Dol sometuing to livein a day
when auch a man as this lived among
men; and isit not something to say
that I saw himi and heard his volee, or
sat upon his knee? Ithinkitia. Awnd
yet the great thing is pot what we
have seen nor what we have beard, nor
those with whom we have associated,
but the great thing is—He that doeth
the will vf the Father; he that Jdoeth
the (hings thal God has commandey
hrw to do; he shall receive ithe bless-
ings of God, Many of you never saw
the Prophet, never heard his voice,
yet you have obeyed the Gospel.and
veen faithful tu the Goapel ever since,
This is the great desideratnm, and let
measay to you, those that haveheardthe
Gospel and obeyed it without seeing,
blessed indeed are you. DBiessed are
thoee who have seen and believed, but,
in one  pense, more hblessed ias he that
believes though he hath not aeen, and
yet has been faithful, How can a man
who haa seen apd heard fail to be
faithful? How is It pousslible for these
sistera who are here (one of them s
wife of the Pruphet Joseph, who waas
gealed to him in his lifetime}—who
were familiar with the Prophet as such
and 88 » man ot God, ever depy the
faitkk or turn away from it? What
would youn thiok of one who has thus
been privileged falling from the
Guapel, denying the faith or faltering
in the work of God? What would you,



