
rtrewre1 M Z ma S M ma rr IT a ootoat IL1

DESERETDESERET NEWSlews
WWEEKLYE E K L Y

TRUTH AND LIBERTY

AND PUBLISHED BY THEthleac

DESERET NEWS COMPANY

CHARLES W PENROSE EDITOR

WEDNESDAY 0OCTCT 1 1884

SEMIselli ANNUAL conference

to the officers and members of the

church of desusesus christ of latter day

saints
conference meetings will commence

at 10 on saturday morningmornin11

october ath 1884 in the largelurge taber-
nacle in this city

theth presence of all the ommoffmeersofficers and
members who can possibly attend is
earnestly desired

JOHNz TAYLOR

GLORGE Q ca
JOSEPHjosephi F SMITH

first presidencyepcy of the church of

jesus christ of latter day saints
SALT lieiLAKE CITY sept 23 mzaMIA

WHAT GOD COMMANDS IS
RIGHT

WE notice that antlanti biorAlormormonmonts
preachers and writers arearc repeating the
charge that those latter day saints
who practice plural marriage are vio-
lating the instructions of their own
sacred books they have reference
particularly to a passage in the book
of mormon that Is made to do active
service for the josephites 11 A secsedsec-
tarian journal noted for its shocking
errors of orthography and composition
although edited and published in this
city by leading antiantl mormon I1 pro-
fessionalfess ional educators prefers this charge
as follows

it is a remarkable fact that the one
custom of the mormon people which
make ththemm a hiss and bywordby word among
all civilized people is most emphati-
cally and repeatedly commanded in the
book of mormon in thetiie book of
jacob this subject of polygamymy is
treated in several places and the writer
cannot sufficiently express his aabhor-
rence of it

the author of the foregoing para-
graph states the exact opposite of his
meaning but that is not strange in the
paper which prints it and calls itself the
christian advocate ills intention was
to make it appear that the book of
mormon condemns polygamy and that
the condemnatory passages are to be
found in the book of jadjagjacobab reference
to that book discloses that the people
to whom the prophet was discoursing
were practisingpracticing whoredom and ex-
cusing themselves because of the
things written concerning david and
solomon who had many wiveswires and
concubines lie rebuked them for
their iniquity declared that those his-
torical personages did some things
which were abominable before the
lord and gave them this injunction

my brethren hear me
and hearken unto the word of the
lord for there shall not any man
among you have save it be one wife
and concubines he shall havehive none
jacob ad chap 27 v

to understand the bearing of this in-
junction correctly it will be necessaryry
to inquire into the reason for it Aandnd
tillsthis is explainedained by the context the
keopleeople it statestes were waxing in in

equity and were I excusingexcusing them-
selves in committing whoredoms 91

they were pleadingleading away captiveve
the daughters of gods people
and had come under great condemna-
tion Ththeyeyverewere therefore unfit for
tilethe sacred relationships of that higher
order of marriage into which abranamabraham
and otner holy patriarchs were per-
mitted to enter the people to whom
jacob was talking had corrupted
themselves by whoredoms and this
commandment was to them and to
them alone the book of mormon
contains the history of that people and
the teachings of inspired men for their
special obedience and benefit this
law was adapted to their low condi-
tion aticy were unfit for higher re-
sponsibilities they were too cor-
rupt for that celestial order that is or-
dained of god for the highest
exaltation of ills servants and hand
maidens in the law revealed for illshis
holy priesthood

but not only was this command-
ment clearly given for the special ob-
servance of that people to whom it was

lord reserved the right
to reverse the law if liehe sawproper or
if the people became more righteousa
nereliere is the proviso

for if I1 will the lord of
hosts raise up seed unto me I1 will
command my people otherwise they
shallshail hearken unto these things 11

ibidibid 30 v

what is the plain significance of this
verse Is it not that unless the lord
commanded otherwise that people
were not to deviate from the one wife
rule and that the lord would com-

i mand otherwise if ilehe wished to raise
up seed unto himnim god foreseeing
that the people of that ugeage would not
bebenitbenntfit for the sacred obligations of tilethe
hahigherherhen law required their ancestors
11whenellerl they came on this land to ob-
serve this rule unlessunies lie commanded
otherwise andandaad these people had violat-
ed the law and had otherwise commit-
ted abominations thisthia also waiswas the
abomination of david and solomon
they took wives anuandanaand concubines not
given to them by the lord solomon
wentywent idelywidely astray in this matter liehe
took women of those nations against
which the lord had cautioned israel
and thus broke the law of god 1 I kings
xi 12 david sinned in the cascoacase of
urlahuriah and hisliis wifebiffe nathan declared
that god gave david tue wives that he
hadbad received but that the king hadbad
sinned grievously in taking another
mans wife this was aestabstagainst gods
law and therefore botiboth david audand
solomon did that which was abom-
inable before the lord

davids case clearly exhibits the
principlepr uciple involved while liehe was
11llilrighteoustcous and obedient god gaveI1 him
wives into his bosom 11II11 santsani xii 8
when hebe sinned he took them away as
a curse v 11 nothing that david did
in hisbis marital relations was auan abom-
ination before the lord except the sin
hebe committed with bathshebabathsBatha heba

because david did that which WAS
right in the eyes of the lord and
turned not aside from anything that heife
commanded him all the days of his
life save only in the matter of urlahuriah
the hittite 1 I1 kings xv 5

jacobs reference to daviddavDAY id and solo-
mon totogetherether must be viewed in that
way the individual acts of the two
men regarded separately as related
in thetile books of samuel and kings
show that the abominations they com-
mitted were in doindoln r that which tilethe
lord had not authorized in those re-
lations which they entered into under
the sanction of the almighty they were
blessed butchenbut when they took women
in violation of the law they were
condemned the tried to
excuse their whoredoms byb3 the
things written concerning dalidalldavid and
solomon but as jacobjacod told them

they understood not the scriptures
god never justified adultery buthut lielle tiddidlid
justify plural marriage ehenwhen it toasteas
tided undertinder his cocommardcommand

the latter day saintsmaints are not now
under the law as given to
the Nephites of jacobs time god
desires to raise up seed unto him
and has commanded illshis people by
revelation through the prophet
joseph smith whom he requiredrequited to
practise the law and teach it to hisbisgrethrenbrethren of the priesthood it is a law
to them and not to the world the or-
dinance can only be administered in
holy places and none can receive per-
mission to practice it except undnudunderr
regulations divinely revealed this is
ththethue doctrine of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints on tthisIstiethepoint it is not in confsouffletflet with thebookdookbook of mormon but is in hariharmonynony
with that record and with the B ble
it is of god and not of man and every
effort to show that it is cutrarynarycary to illsliis
wolwoiwordd onixonly helps to prove its conso-
nance with ancient divine revelation

RAISING A false issueISSUM

THE republican isunomineeminceminee for titthe
of delegate in Conconglescongress

11wresgres 4 fruin Itiitialiaalio
seeing the odds that arearu him io
a campaign with nunnon boim halleyhailey for
an opponent is to make the

mormon quequestonstonstun thellie leadingloading fea-
ture of the political we
do not think liehe will buccesucceedid it11 cutsduts
no proper fugurufigu re I1ina the addict0 ita t is
probable that tilethe mormon amenstt zellszelis
ofdf the territory will principally sup-
port the democratic nonnunnomineefluce as tueyluey
nave indicated this iiiiu melrweir hotluotipolitical
gatherings and in kuuse
which voice their sentiments

they will do this for several reasons
first because they have some confi-
dence in halleyhailey second because they
have none in the demo-
cratic candidate represents prin-
ciples which they regardrezard as fun-
damentaldamental to this republic while
the republican aspirant merely re-
presents his own personal interests
haileynalley is ino more identified with or
attached to mormon theories or
practices than is butnut so far
usas is known hebe has never stooped so
low as to misrepresent and abuse
them or to seek Vto sail into popularity
and office on a stream of antiantl mormon
mon slander

the mormon settlers in idaho are
entitled to the same consideration and
the same political representation as
other settlers so long as they observe
the law if any of their number vio-
late the law all that remains to be
done is to inflict upon them the pen
aillesallies of the law but the law abid
ing portion must not be abused for the
alleged sins otof the presumed lawless

assumes certain things
about a portion of the mormon peo-
ple and on that assumption would
nave all mormonscormonsMormons without distinc-
tion deprived olof every political right I1

itif hetie had the least shadow of a chance
to gaingaia their political influence he
would raise his olceolceoice what little
there Is of itinllinit- in a different way
the mormonscormonsMormons werewre all right wittiwilli
the idaho republicans while the latter

they were likely to gain the
Alormon vote but when they

found that their political opponents
were lain a wayivay to get the coveted sup-
port they could tindnud no words tooloo vile
to10 hurlhuri at those who joined with thetile
democratic party

is anxious to provoke a dis-
cussioncus with illslils formidable opponent
on the Amormonformon question tnin order to
divert attention from his own short
coming as the recent delegate antiantt
the real between tilenile two par

1 ties if nalleyhalley has asaaa a much common
sensense as he used to possespos seaS bevillue villwill de
cline to lend himself to thetny crafty

scheme otof cunning littleuttie binhingiber
all that the democratic candidate lain
idaho needs to do in order to ensure
success is to expound the
principles and issues OILon which i

nuno is placed nistits cornier constit-
uents expose the nothingness of thetile
course 0of his opponent anuunaanuana trust to luoluu
ability of the citizens ut idaho to per-
ceive the strength of his cause anuand thetile
weakness otor bingeserblugiserserd squeak about
the mormonscormonsMormons

in another column will be found an
account of an interview which clearly
sets forth the political situation amon
our northern neighbors we hope to
see nalleyhalley elected and drop
back into for liehe is
fitted and from which he was lifted by
a federal appointment that too often
nilsflis small souls with an ambition far
greaterre than their capacity lielle willinwill in
allaliga

1 probabilitypler bability burst with the strain and
the swell

AA commendable WORK

WKwi have received a pamphlet publish-
ed at the enquirerngulngui ci office provo con-
taining a statement of the course of
study and text books used in the
graded district schools of utah
Ccounty0anty as adopted at the teachers
association of that county during its
six days session of 1884 it is slsignedned
by george it brimhallri the county
superintendent and endorsed by prot
karl G maeser principal of the bribrig

r academy itachashas bean
ally adopted by thetiie school Trubtrusteestees of
provoprove city and wawag originally intend-
ed by SuptlL A wilsonwilsonasaas a course of
study for the provi2 district schools

it is divided into seven grades the
seventh being the lowest the studies
comprise readinggi spelling writing
arithmetic singing lanianlanguageguage music
drawing object lessons geography
history physics natural history ghyst

of common th
Ditdlfdifferentterent branches of these subjects are
divided according to the respective
grades the text hooksbooks in use
are the independent seriesgerles of readersheaders
Spenceriall tracing and copy books
Apple tons geography 3

language lessons hays
andersons school histories krusiskrusius
series otof drawdrawingi n 11 coumes stephens
music readerheader 1bienie utensilselsils are maps
charts objects from the mineral ani-
mal and vegetable kingdoms slate
sponge pencil eraser pen ink notenote
book ruler mankbiank drabindrawing book book
satchel

no denominational features enterenten
into the course nor aroare there any
14311131mormonormon axt books wuwe mention
this because so many misrepresenta-
tions hav beben made and believed con-
cerning1I it tuetuc Dibdihdistricttriet tichschools in this
territory are so conducted that the
children of people holding any kindrind of
religious belletbeliet may become pupils
wittiwithoutout any danger of being indoctrin-
ated in any particular creed jew
gentile andand mormon believer and
IL mayway thus ineer on coicolcommonnuion
ground without ofoffennencenuncecu

the course pursued jujn thu regard
by utah county Is siasinsimilarllanliar tolo enat in
oiher district schools all over tilethe
territory but the samesaine attention to
management division of studies and a
r
11cradedgraded system is not shown in evereveryy
county and we commend the action of
thetiie utah county teachers associa-
tion to the notice of the official and
other educators inlif all the counties of
this territory the pamphlet will be
found exceedingly useful and can be
obtained by sending ten cents to suptbupt
LAL A wilson at tilethe enquirer office
provo city

A VALUABLE publication
TUEthe fifth volume of the contributor
is now bound and ready for the public
this work designed specially for the
benefit of the young people belonging
to thetho mutual improvementImprove mant associa-
tions but really worthy of perusal by
persons of all ages has always been
instructive and commendable the
volume just completed however has
many features of excellence which
mark the improvement of the work as
it increases in years

among the prominent contributions
to the volume is the I1 history of the
book of mormon from the faithful
pen of elder george reynolds it is the
most complete and yet concise history
of this remarkable record ever pub-
lished every student of the latter
day gospel may read it with advantage
and it is rendered additionally valua-
ble by the splendid steel engraving
which forms the frontispiece of the
volume containing excellent portraitsaltsaits
of the the three witnesses I1

sermons and writingss of the pro

pacts form another attractive portion
of tniethe volume containing discourses
on vital subjects from president brig-
ham Youngand other leading minds of
this dispensation 0 P Whitwhitneys
magnificentania ni cent poepoem A christmachristina
ididyl 11 augustau usta joyceyee CrCroch erona
prize I1 christmasrlst as storyto 11 articles on
thaahe federal judges of utah and
the governorsaverno of utahtailfall contribu-
tions iromfrom many of ableabie and
graphic writers male and female poe-
trytr history i philosophy theology pol
ibcal economy and descriptive writing
of no mean order all assist iq making
up a volnie worthy rfcf preservationpreservations
audaand a place in every utah library

we confidently recommend the con-
tributortributor to all our readers as a publica-
tion worthy of their support the
fifth volume can be obtained of ju
uiusulus F wells its talented editor and
publisherUlisher by addresaddressingsint him enclos-
ing 50ho50 atlat the contributor office
salt lake city

A GRAPHIC it CASE orOF
DEMENTIA

turtun new york graphic liashas gone crazy
over the mormon question no
sane writer would pen such stuff as
the annexed remarks onan the tennessee
massacre and no editor in his senses
would publish it approvingly I1

the united states gogovernmentvernment has
I1 something to dewithdo with this matter per-
haps the state government has some-
thingthin to dewithdo with it one or the other
should protect the people ol01 lewis
county from the lascivious scoundrels
who are laboring to ruin women and
break up families both are paid for
the protection is not com errea
while the rascals areareasas
safe under tiietile law as if seductionreduction and
bigamy were christian virtues

can these native Tenness eans do in
defence of their homes what the unit-
ed states government has a right to bo
inill defence of its honor why not
bufforbut lortor the fact that seduction and
bigamy are called virtues by the mor-
mon church these priests
would have been driven from tennes-
see iongionlon ago and mimmilmight have deemed
themthemselvesseives lucky if they escaped the
rope managed by judge lynch the
namenaine of religion given their crimes
does not make their crimes auyany better
it does not make the breaking of the
laws of godabd and man by the mormonscormons
in utah any the lessles crime and if the
civil power tailingfalling the army of the
government should killkiil a good many
mormonscormons in order to reduce the survi-
vors to submission bublic opinion
bral sentisentimentmentwent andund tletie statute books
throughout the civilized world would
saysav the action waswad rperfectly right

seriously what harthe united states
government to do with the preaching
of mormonism lulif tennessee thegovernment cannot prevent or susup-
port preapreaching it has to godo
with belief of any kind nor with the
advocacy of that belief the state
government Is in a similar position
faith is free speech isareeis free religion is
free in this free cocountryantly and only when

overt acts against peace and good or-
der are committed can the secular
law whether state or national step in
to interfere with thetile individual whose
belief has led him into lawlessness

the graphic ought to know that the
general government has no power to
punish people infit tennessee for the
acts which it would have people be-
lieve arearc sanctioned baby the church in
utah if a mormon were to prac-
tice polygamy inirl tennessee the gene-
ral government could not do anything
in the matter when the laws of ten-
nessee are violated the authorities of
tennesseetennesse muntmust move for the punish-
ment of the offender the govern-
ment of the united states nashas no
jurisdiction of mucheuch a case

now itif aamortondiorAlornion elder should go
into tennessee and do anything con-
trary to the laws of the state does not
the graphic know well enoughenough that the
officers of the law there woodwould only be
too gladladiad to vindicate the law against
a stmormon and is not the fact that
no infraction of the law has even been
charged against our missionaries proof
sufficient that no such overt acts havenave
been committed by them what pro-
tectiontection I1 does the graphic want forthefor the

native Tenness eans against the
preaching oiof the gospel by the latter
day saints why not bbee and
say what it means I1If persons bellev
ing in mormonism choosechoosatoto preach
their peculiar faith what can the gov-
ernmenternment state or national lawfully
do to preventlit it and what protec-
tion against such preaching do the
natives need other than their own in-
difference or nonattendancenon attendance at the
preachpreachinglb

it is Zeasyaay to call men I1 lascivious
scoundrels but how doesdocs the graphic
know that the elders who were shot
to death while holding religious
worship onOH a sunday morning 9 were
other than good and virtuous servants
of the most high god we declare
that they were innocent of any offense
and we know what we arearc talking
about while the graphgraphicc writer knows
nothing about them and is really talk-
ing unmitigated nonnounonsensesense for neither
the government of the unitedunited states
or of the state of tennessee is paid to
putput a stop to preaching whether it be

mormonism or any other ism
neither has the GoverngovernmentmeRt any

more than the native Tenness eans it
any right to shoot down men in teetime
of peace or kill any one in time of
peace or of war for heterodox religious
teaching the graphic in order to de-
fend a wilful and cowardly and cold

blooded massacre assumes that the
government had the risby to do suchsuell a
deed and failing to exercise that
right alleges that the native
reans could of right commit those
murders which nolinow stain their souls
andund the honor of their state Is not
the graphic ashamed to publish such
balderdash if it Is so bloodthirsty as
to endorse the utterly inexcusable
crime on cane creek and so bigotedas
to rejoice over tiiethe slaughter otof human
beings because they were mormonscormonsMornormons
Is it so lost to common sense as to
argue that to do such things Is one of
the rights of the united states gov-
ernmenternment

and what has the alleged breaking
of the laws of god and man iuin utah
to do with the preaching of the gospel

i inlii tennessee if certain individuals
intit utah have broken thuthe law by what
principle or right or reason should
persons who have broken colawno law be
killed in tennessee the graphic as-
sumes that seduction and bigamy arearc
called virtues oyby mormon
it this were true the I1killing of people
who had committed no buchsuch crimes

either before
god or man but the graphic lies
underauder a mistake there is church
ouon earth that is more pronounced in
its abhorrence of those crimes than the

mormonMor church seduction and
adulteryyareare considered by it capital
offences they nankrank next to murder
there iis no mormon elder who
preaches seduction as a virtue under
luelne sanction of the church BIbigamybigamsgamsgamy
as it is commonlyunderstood is viewed
by the church in a similar
light noko oneoile is upheld in the practice
ot that great wrong tilethe graphic doesdocs
not understand the subject it hahas
gone off wrong and hashag wandered so
tarfar from the track of truth that it ex
hibits a bewilderment and utters rav-
ings such as are suggestive only of
dementia

the last sentence in the above ex-
cerpt is as wild and vicious as any 010
its predecessors why should thetttie
united states government kill a good
manymanx mormonscormonsMormons where does it de-
rive its authority for such a murder-
ous policyilcyllcy the graphic must knowknod 1

if11 it lffIffIs not thoroughly insane that the
government has not the authority to
kill any Mormormonilion if a mormonMorn lonilont
commits a crimeerline worthy of death haibe
must be tried convicted and executed I1

under the laws of the Terrterritoryitry the
national govergovernmentUin eait hhasas nothnothingingi
whatever to do with the matter thethel
government of the united states can
only act in case of a violation of its
own statutes if a mormon ia con-
victed of marrying morenore wives than
one there Is a penapenaltyit prescribedproscribed con

of finefinc azzanzand imprisonment
but thetiie government would have
no right to kill him audandauditif it should
so overleap itsita authority as to put the
mabmanman to death whether by the exercise
of the civil or the military power the
whole civilized world instead of say-
ingin the action was perfectly right
would denounce it as uncalled fortor iuin

and infamous
if this would be the verdict over an
individual case wrabwhal would be said
about the wholesale murder of moralor
mons by the government in orderorderly0
convert the survivors why we be-
lieveeve that even the graphic brought to
its senses by thethea unjustifiable return to
mediamedimediaevaleval barba bould be strickstrickenefi

with horror at the deed and would
condemn it in language as fierce and
forcible as other journals

we cry shame on any papaper havin
claims to respectrespectability whichich houiwoula
seek to justify violence against 1 i

ous opinion and attempt to condonecondoned
and palliate so utterly indefensible a
deed of atrocity as the tennessee sun-
day massacre the writer of the ar-
ticle

ar-
ticiearticiefrom which we have copied
should iebe taken care of by his irliri endsendi
audand not be permitted to put pencilpenell to
paper again until inbe has recovered in
soulesome degree croul this bevere attack of

IDAHO POLITICS
THE political campcampaignalamalim in our sisterr
territory in the north idaho over the
congressionalI1 is quite
animated honest john halleyhailey the
democratic candidate has accepted a

challenge fromfroin mr sin iser the rcEC
publican candidate to meet him in s

discussion of the leading issues in-
volveded liehe invites mr sinsine iser to ac
edincompanypany hinihim on a tour through
the territory and of course the cour-
tesy willwili be accepted and the work go

bravely on
the silver state says
the opposing candidates for dele-

gate to concongress
1 res from idaho territoryorji

are theo 31
1 who was nomi 1i

bated by the republicans and johrjohn
halleyhailey the democratic candidate

was sent to the territory uniuni

der a salary as a federal official while
halleyhailey is an idaho pioneer whoabo halis
been and is thoroughly identified wiliwill
the interests of the teterritoryarlitorY

because haileyhalley is not a fafanatictic who
would persecute for gods sake al
who differ with him religiously aniant
because he is a firm believer in tbtthe
broad liberal democratic doctrine of
jetting every human being worshipgod acaccordingcordin to the dictates of hlbb

conscience soso long as he does not
violate the law he and the party whoawhose
nominee he is are accused of j

withwilh ilieiliathe polygamous doctrinesdoctrine
of the mormonscormonsMormons and an attempt is bbjing made to defeat him by tiletiie laiselaiso lillii
sue thus raised


