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kand of God is beginning to be mani
festin the earth. Judgment is at the
door; calamity awaits-thie nations of the
earth; but we ourselves should be pre.
pared to stand in holy places while the
judgments of God are manifest in the
earth,

Now, hrethren and sisters, let us be
humble belore the Lord; let us remem-
ber our prayers; let us try to do our
duty; and when we do this, the blessings
of God will be with us. I felt yester-
day that I wished I could see all the

oung men in Israel before Brother J.
%2. Taimage while he spuke to us for
balf an hour (it ought 1o have been two
hours) on the evil of this tobacco busi-
ness. We shovld let alone all these
ewils, and our children shouid also, that
they might be prepared to go torth as
boly vessels and servants of God to
bear record of this Gouspel. We are
not yet through preaching the Guspel.
We send our sons abroad, and many of
them go beforethey know whether this is
the Courch of God or not. 1 peed not
stanu up here and testify betore this
congregation that this is the Church of
Gud on the earth. Thousands ol you
know that for yourselves. You have
been abroad; I have been abroad; these
Apusiles have been abroad; and we
have adminisiered the ordinances of the
Grospel of Cnrist.  We have aid hands
opun the sick, and the sick have been
healed; devils have been cast out, the
lame have leaped, the deaf have lieard,
the dunib huve spoken, in this Church
in our day and gencration. Can men
go through and experience these things
and not kKuow lor themseives whether
the work 18 of God or oui? No, Any
mahn that has goune forth and admumis-
tered in the ordinance of the house of
G od kpows that these things are irue,
if he has kept the commandments of
God.

Belore I sit down I want 10 say a word
to the Elders of lsrael on anutner sub-
ject. 1 am called an 0.d man; 1 guess 1
am. | was toiukiog just now, in speak-
ioy of the aposties auvd prophets, that
were with josepn-Smith wnen he made
his last speech, Lum the vnly man living
that was with lum at that time. Tne
rest are 1oday In tue spirit worid. How
much jonger 1 shall talk to this peuple
1 uu not know; but L wam to say tnis tv
all I-raet: Cease truibung yourseives
about wno od 13; who Adam is, who
Catist 1s, woo Jehuvan Is.  For heaven’s
sake, let these thogs alwne.  Wny
trouble yourselves avout lhese things?
Gouu bas revealed himsed, and when tae
1215t secuvn of e Doctnine apu
Cuvenants is fullilled, whether tizere be
one Gud or many gous they wui be re-
wealed lu tne chudren ol men, as weli
as ali thrones aud dominions, princ
paliies aua powers. Tnen woy tioubse
yuursewves avoul these things? Gou s
God. Chnst 1s Chnst.  Tne Holy
Gnost is tne Holy Guust.  That shouw
be eovygh tor you and I to kuow. kL
we walll 1o knuw any more, wait il we
get woere Gud 1510 person. 1 say tius
because we are troutled every liwe
winke with inguuies irum Elders anxivus
to know whu Lou 13, wno Curnstis, any
who Adam i:. lsay 10 the kiders w
Isisel, stup this. Humbie yuurselves
betore tue Lord; seek for Lignt, lor
truth and for a kuowiedge ot the com-
tuon lmings of the Kwgdom of Gud.
The Lord is the same yeSterday, togay
aud lorever. He cnanges not. Tne
Son of God is Ihe sume. He is the

Savior of the world. He is our advo-
cate with the Father We have had
letter atter letter from Etders abroad
wanting to know concerning these
things Adam is the first man. He
was placed in the Garden of Eden, and
is our great progeoitor. God the
Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost are the same yesterday, to-
day and forever. That should be suffi-
cient {or us to know.

I pray God to bless these Apostles,
and to bless us all, and to give us wis-
dom and power to maghily our calling
and 10 do our duly beiore the Lord,
that we may be prepared to give an
account of our siewardship while dwell
ing in the flesh. I pray that the Lord
will be merciful ta us a. a people, and
give those who bear the Prnesthood
power to build up Zion and prepare the
way for the coming of the Son of Man,
wmich may God grant, tor Christ’s sake.
Amen.
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2,000 MILES ON CHINESE RIVERS.

(Copyrighted by Fraok G. Qarpenlor, 1895.)

APAN, IT IS
said, will de
mand f250,-
000,000 in gold
from China in
addition to the
territory which
is to be grant-
ed as the price
of peace. Itis
a question in
minds of all
who know any-
thing concern-
ing the Chinese

o goversment as
to how it will be able to collect this vast
sum. It will probably get the money in
the first place in the shape of a foreign
loan, and the customs wiil be mortgaged
to pay the interest. At present China
has perbaps the lowest taxes in the
world, and the farmers pay less on their
lands than they do in any of the coun-
tries in Europe. The increasing of
such taxes would create a revolution.
The only way-that the government can
raise money will be through levying
duties on imports and exports. Ths
will fill the rivers with tax gatherers,
and China witl be honeycombed with a
network of official rohbers. Everv
officer will put sume of the receipts in
his own pocket, and prices of all kinds
will rise.  The rivers are the highways
ot China. The country is said to have
4000 10ads, but 1t has pone that are
goeod, snd the rivers and the canals
form the chief means of commumica-
uon There is no land on the globe
which 1s better watered. There are
provinces in China as big as New Yurk
which are cut up by canals like Holland
and in wbich you can visit every man’s
nouse by beat. You cam travel a dis-
tance longer than a journey around the
world on the Chinese interior water-
ways, and the Nile has its equals in the
Yangste Kiang and Hoang Ho, Each
of these rivers carries as much silt as
the Nile every year, and the sea is yel-
low for from thirty to filty miles on each

side of their mouths. At the mouth of
the Yangtse Kiang the water is as thick
as pea soup, and all along the mighty
river men are seen dipping it up, pour-
ing it talo ditches, in order that it may
be carried off and spread over the
land.
2,000 MILES OF CHINESE RIVERS.

I have traveled more than 2,000 miles
upon these wonderful rivers of China.
The scenes along their banks are like
those of no other sireams of the world:
Irrigation goes on everywhere, and the
fertihzing material which they contain
rejuvenates the Chinese soil as the Nile
does that of Egypt. The Great Plain
of China, which, by the way, is 1he
most thickly populated part of the em-
pire, which has been built up irom the
sea by the Chinese rivers. It runs
along the Pac.fic coast for about 700
miles, and it is Jrom 300 t0o 400 miles
wide. Iiis one ol the rnichest plains in
the world, and 1ts soils are mixed with
salts and the evidences ol decayed
vegetation. It comes from the Loess
region in the tar interior of China. This
regiun is a vast territory covered with a
yeliow earth about 1,000 feet deep.
Tnis soil Is very fine, and when a stream
fluws ioto it, it seems to split open
vertically, and the rivers which run
through it pass gorges of suna oo feet
deep, Frum time to tinie the yellow
soll splits ofl in sheets from the sides of
these gorges, and it is carried down to
the sea During the hot scason the
winds blow through this Loess region
and carry the dust over China. This
ads in s fertllizatton. Toe silts car-
ried down by the rivers to the sea Is so
great that the land every year inches
100 feet abuve the sea, and this has
been guing on for ages. Near Snang-
hai there s a large 1sland which has
been built up by the Yangtise Kiang,
and the land morth o1 this is, to a great
extent, the product ol Hoang Ho and
the Peiho, The Yangise Kuang river is
sald to be 3,500 mles lung. The
Hoang Ho rlses in Thibet within 1co
mules of the mnouth of the Yangise, and
1t is almost of the same length. I flows
as {ar as from New York 1o Denver be-
lure it gels into a large branch, and by
the time 1t has reacded the sea 1t has
gone as far as from New York to San
Franeisco. It 15 only navigated by
stnaill boats, and a great part of its
course is through the Great Plain. It
has vast, embankments 10 keep 1t Inits
Cuurse, every year or so a great flood
cumes, and hundreds of thousands, and
sometmes nnliious ot people hre swal-
Juwed up by it. When 1 first visited
China, I arrived just after one ot these
big Bouds, About twenty million peo-
p ¢ were ruined by the river and mil-
tions had been drowned. During my
trip of last year | saiien up the Peho
to Tien-Tsin and saw the evidences of
the great flood ol the year previous,
This covered the plains surrounding
Tieatsin. It ruined bundreus of wvil.
lages, and at one time it seemed as
thuugh it would endanger the grean city
ot Ly Hung Chang, wnich you kmow,
comains a millgn people. Rignt below
Tien-Tsin 1 saw thousands uf graves
winch had been washed out by the
flood. Tae cuffins were lying on the
ground, and during the flood the dead
floated by the thousands Lo the sea.

A RIDE ON THE PEIHO.

The Peiho riveris the one which flows

from near Pekio on down the s:a, and
up it all of the freight which supplics



